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PEEFACE. 


Thb portion alloted to the E[heri district in the old 
Oudh Gazetteer was taken from the Assessment and 
Settlement reports of Captain Boulderson and Mr. 
McMinn; there were published before Mr. Eedfern’s 
Settlement report, which did not make its appearance till 
after the completion of the Gazetteer. Excepting a very 
small proportion, mainly of a historical nature, the old 
material had become entirely obsolete, and in compiling 
this Volume I have had to rely on the brief records of 
the last Settlement and the notes provided by successive 
Deputy Commissioners of the district, Messrs. W. R. 
Tucker, J. S. Stevinson, and S. H. Fremantle, to the last 
of whom I am particularly indebted. 

Allahabad: 

November 1905. 



H. R. N. 
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CHAPTER I. 


Geuebal Featttees. 


The district of Kheri, which forms part of the Lucknow 
division, is the largest in Oudh. It occupies the extreme north- 
west corner of the province, and lies between the parallels of 27° 
41' and 28° 42' north latitude and 80° 2' and 81° 19' east 
longitude. It is bounded on the east by the district of Bahraioh, 
from which it is separated by the Kauriala river ; on the south by 
Sitapur and Hardoi ; on the west by the Rohilkhand districts of 
Shahjahanpur and Pilibhit ; and on the north- by the territory of 
Nepal. In shape it is an irregular triangle, the length of the 
southern side being some 82 miles ; that of the north-eastern 91 
miles and ofthe north-western 71 miles. It had in 1904 a total area 
of 1,896,457 acres, or 2,963 square miles. The boundary is partly 
natural and partly artificial. Along the Nepal border the Mohan 
river was the recognised dividing line up to 1899, when a new 
agreement was made in order to obviate disputes arising from 
the vagaries of that stream. The work of demarcating the 
boundary was completed in 1900, and was effected by the deter- 
mination of a line along the course of the river, marked out at 
irregular intervals by stone pillars, between which the boundary 
is shown by a cleared line fifty feet broad with a trench in the 
centre. The boundary between Kheri and Bahraioh follows the 
deep stream of the Kauriala. Between this district and Sitapur 
the boundary is formed in places by the Dahawar and other rivers, 
while elsewhere it is purely conventional. The same method 
was followed in demarcating the boundary on the west. In the 
south-west corner the Sukheta, and for a short distance in the 
centre of the western side the Kathna, separate Kheri from Shah- 
jahanpur. Higher up the Ul performs the same function, and 
in the extreme north-west the Sutia is the border line between 
pargana Palia and Pilibhit. 

IK 
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Eherri Disf^rid. 


Topogra- 

phy. 


The four 

main 

tracts. 


In its general aspect the district is a vast alluvial plain, 
covered in the northern half -with wide stretclies of forest, and 
scored with the channels of numberless rivers and watercourses. 
There are no prominent eminences, and the only irregularities 
of surface are formed by the low river beds and the high banks 
which flank them on either side. The result is a scries of flurly 
elevated plateaux, separated by rivers flowing from the north- 
west, and each bordered by low alluvial belts of varying width. 
The general slope of the country is from north-west to south-east. 
The altitude above sea-level ranges from some 600 feet in the 
extreme north along the Mohan to 376 feet in the fuithcst south- 
east comer, at the junction of the Kauriala and Dahawar rivers. 
The slope is greatest in the country north of the Chauka ; at 
Dudhwa the elevation is 585 feet and at Dhaurahra only 425 

feet a fall of 160 feet in some 40 miles. South of the U1 it is 

far more gradual. Mailani is 555 feet above the sea, while 
Aurangabad, 35 miles due south, is 485 feet ; and Ool, forty miles 
to the south-east, is 467 feet. Lakhimpur itself stands high 
on the bank of the river, at an elevation of 483 feet. , 

The district may be divided into four main tracts, separ- 
ated by rivers. In the south-west is the trans-Gumti tract, com- 
prising the parganas of Pasgawan and Muhamdi, which adjoin 
Shahjahanpur. The western portion lies low and is covered in 
places by grassy wastes and dh&Ti jungle, while much of it is 
liable to saturation. In the centre is a bolt of fertile loam, but 
to the east there is a fringe of inferior sandy land along the 
Gumti. The second tract, lying between the Gumti and Kathna, 
and commonly known as the Parehar, is for the most part high 
and sandy, especially in the neighbourhood of tlio Gumti; hut 
there is a considerable depression in the north of Aurangabad. 
Generally the tract suffers from the want of irrigation, and the 
sub-soil is in most places too light to admit of the construction 
of unprotected wells. East of the Kathna is the central tract, 
comprising the parganas of Kheri, Haidarabad, Kasta and Paila. 

It is the richest part of the district, with a good loam soil ; but 
on the borders of the rivers the land is often sandy and inferior. 
Paila and the south of Haidarabad lie low, and clay soil occurs ' 
in the depressions. Kukra Mailani, which is geographically 
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included in this tract, is much inferior to the rest : more than 
half the pargana is forest land, '^hile the cultivated portion is 
divided into two tracts, the north-western being a block of high- 
lying loam soil and the southern portion being damp clay. The 
whole lacks sufficient irrigation, and is exposed to the ravages 
of wild animals. The last tract consists of the riverain parganas 
beyond the Dl. It is a wild country, cut up with innumerable 
channels, flooded during the rains, and so fever-stricken as to 
seriously impair agricultural efficiency. The north is all forest, 
and wild animals do great damage to the crops in its neighbour- 
hood. The cultivation is usually shifting and unstable; a few 
localities in Nighasan and the south-eastern parganas are beyond 
the reach of floods; but the bulk of the tract is liable to be swept 
by the rivers, with a result that is usually destructive. The 
Kauriala leaves behind it coarse and unfertile sand ; the Chauka 
and Dahawar generally give a finer deposit, in which good rice 
can be grown ; but they, too, bring down sand when in heavy 
flood. Added to this, the water is everywhere close to the surface, 
and is almost uniformly bad. 

It will thus be seen that the rivers are the most important 
physical characteristic of the district, the different portions of 
which chiefly owe their nature to the character of the streams on 
either side. These rivers belong to two main systems, those of 
the Gumti and the Ghagra, and may now be described in order. 

The first is the Snkheta, which stands apart, as it belongs to 
a third system, that of the Ganges. It forms the south-west 
boundary of the district, separating pargana Pasgawan from 
Shahjahanpur. It rises in the latter district in 27^55' north and 
80® S' east, and after flowing for a few miles in a south-easterly 
direction turns south to meet the boundary of this district. It 
subsequently passes through the north of Hardoi, and empties 
itself into the Garra. The river is a torrent during the rains and 
is generally impassable, except by the bridges on the roads from 
Lakhimpur and Sitapur to Shahjahanpur. 

The next river of importance is the Gumti, which separates 
the Muhamdi and Pasgawan parganas on the west from Atwa 
Piparia, Magdapur and Aurangabad on the east. This also rises 
in the Pilibhit district, in 28® 35' north and 87® 80' east, and 
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after a course of 42 miles through Pilibhit and Shahjahanpur 
enters this district at the village of Eampur and leaves it in the 
extreme south of Aurangabad, from which point it forms the 
boundary between the Hardoi and Sitapur districts. It is here 
of little importance, and is not navigable. The river receives on 
its right bank two small tributaries, both known as the Chuha, 
one of which rises a short distance to the north-we t of Muhaindi 
and joins the Gumti near’Maqsudpur in Pasgawan; while the 
other has its origin in Shahjahanpur, and after forming the 
boundary between Muhamdi and Pasgawan for some distance, 
flows south through the latter pargana and unites with the main 
stream on the Hardoi border. The Gumfci is bridged oil the roads 
from Shahjahanpur to Lakhimpur and Sitapur j elsewhere it is 
crossed by ferries. The bed of the river is well defined, being 
flanked by high sandy uplands with small patches of tarai in places. 
East of the Gumti is the Kathna, which rises in the Moti jhil in 
Shahjahanpur, and after a course of ten miles first touches this 
district near Mailani. Thence it flows in. a southerly direction 
along the western borders of Kukra Mailani, Haidarabad and 
Kasta, after which it flows into the Sitapur district, eventually 
falling into the Gumti after a course of about one hundred miles. 
Its banks are clothed almost throughout with jungle on either 
side, and for this reason and also owing to the depth of the chan- 
nel, it is not used for irrigation. The river is crossed by the two i 
roads from Muhamdi to Lakhimpur and by those from Muhamdi 
to Piparia and from Lakhimpur to Aurangabad. 

Between the Kathna and the Ul, the next river of any size, 
there are one or two smaller streams. The first of those is the 
Purai, an insignificant and ill-defined drainage channel, which 
has its origin in the depressions near Khamaria in pargana Kasta 
and flows south-east into Sitapur, forming for a short distance the 
boundary between that district and Kheii. This is a tributary 
of the Sarayan, which it joins close to the town of Sitapur. The 
Sarayan rises in the Haidarabad pargana and near the town of 
Gola ; but at first it is a very small stream, and only assumes a 
clearly-defined shape when it reaches the borders of Kasta. It 
then flows along the north of that pargana, which it separates from 
Paila, in a very tortuous course, eventually turning south into the 
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Sitapiir district, after traversing which it joins the Gumti. On 
the Sitapur border it is fed by the Jamwari, a small stream 
which rises in the north of Paila and flows south-east through 
thatpargana and Kheri. On reaching the southern boundary of 
the latter, it turns west along the district border and Joins the 
Sarayan after a course of some 30 miles. Both of these rivers 
flow in shallow beds and in wet years are apt to cause destruct- 
ive and extensive floods. 

The remaining rivers belong to the great system which devel- 
ops into the Ghagra. The first, but the least important, of these is 
the Kewani, which rises in pargana Kheri, near the village of 
Jumaita, and flows south in^o Sitapur, forming for a few miles 
the boundary of the district. It is a small stream, fordable except 
during the rains. It eventually falls into the Chauka in the 
Sitapur district. East of this are many watercourses, which have 
from time to time been the channels of the UI, Chauka, Ghagra 
and Ghaghi rivers. 

The Ul, which flows from north-west to south-east through 
the centre of the district, is a river of considerable dimensions. 
It rises in a series of swamps in pargana Puranpur of Pilibhit and 
first touches Kheri in the north-west of pargana Bhur. It forms 
throughout the boundary of this pargana, separating it from Kukra 
Mailani and Paila on the west and south, and afterwards it 
divides Kheri from Srinagar for nearly the whole distance. In 
the last part of its course it bends northwards into Srinagar, adopt- 
ing an old bed of the Chauka, and then again south-east, eventu- 
ally joining the present Chauka on the southern borders of the 
district close to the boundary of the Lakhimpur and Nighasan 
tahsils. It has a total length of about 110 miles. During the 
cold weather the river is almost dry ; but in the rains it swells to 
a large volume, being in places one-third of a mile broad and ten 
feet deep or more. It is liable to floods, and as the bed lies low 
does some damage to the cultivation in the river valley. The river 
is bridged on the roads from Lakhimpur to Nighasan and from 
Aliganj to Gola. 

Beyond the Ul lies the wide valley of the Chauka or Sarda. 
This river, which is known by many different names, contains 
the combined streams of the Kali and Sarju, the former having 


Jamwari. 


Kewani, 


Ul river. 


dianka 

river.' 



6 
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Baliawar. 


its origin, in the high snow-clad ridge that separates Almora and 
Nepal from Tibet^ and the latter rising on the eastern side of the 
Nandakot peak and then flowing south-eastwards through Almora 
to join the Kali at Rameshwar. Thence it flows south between 
Almora and Nepal, the joint stream being known as the Kali, 
After leaving the hills near Tanakpnr, it turns south-east, separat- 
ing the Tarai parganas and Pilibhit from Nepal, under the name 
of the Sarda. At Motighat in the Pilibhit district it is joined by 
the Chauka, a stream which probably represents merely an old 
bed of the river. Prom that point it is generally known as the 
Chauka till it joins the Ghagra near Bahramghat. The river 
throughout the course in this district separates Lakhimpur from 
the Nighasan tahsil. Its bed is liable to great changes, and from 
time to time extensive alterations have occurred in its course 
through Kheri. Prom one year to another it is never possible 
to guess where the river will next elect to flow ; a great part of the 
lowlying country in its neighbourhood being flooded during the 
rains, it is always liable to carve out for itself a now chauiiol. 
It is generally believed that the present Sarjti or Suheli repre- 
sents an ancient bed of the Chauka, while the same may bo 0 (jiuilly 
true of the Ul. Almost the whole of pargana Srinagar is out up 
by ancient channels and watercourses; and about seventy years 
ago, in a season of unusual flood, the river suddenly adopted the l)cd 
of the Kandhwa nala, destroying the villages of Brinagar and 
Mahewa. It slowly worked its way back, and for about thirty 
years used the new and the old channels impartially. Then the 
waters returned to their former bed and there remained. A 
great change occurred in 1896, when the Chauka adopted the 
course of the Dahawar and poured most of its waters along that 
stream into the Kauriala near Mallanpur; but it now exhibits a 
tendency to return to its ancient channel. The Chauka is gener- 
ally navigable and large boats ascend the river as far as the 
Marauncha ghat. It is nowhere bridged, but is crossed by 
numerous ferries. 

The Dahawar, which' has now practically ceased to exist as a 
separate river except in its upper reaches, is fed by a small 
stream known as the Snkhni, which flows through the parganas 
of Nighasan, Dhaurahra and Pirozabad. Both these streams and 
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the upper portion of the Dahawar, which lies a short distance 
to the west^ are of little importance and probably represent an 
old bed of the Chauka. 

The Sarju or Suheli river enters the district from Nepal in 
the north of pargana Palia and flows in a south-easterly direction 
with a very irregular course along the boundary of the Khairi- 
garh pargana, eventually joining the Kauriala near Shitaba ghat. 
Like the Ohauka, its course is liable to change and its bed varies 
from year to year. It has an average width of some sixty yards, 
but the depth is small and the current sluggish. It is fed by 
several small tributary streams, most of which flow down from 
the higher land on the north, draining the central depression 
of the forest tract of Khairigarh. The high bank on the north, 
forming the southern boundary of the sal forest, is about twenty 
feet high and occasionally more. Sometimes it follows close 
along the edge of the river and elsewhere recedes to a distance of 
a mile or so, leaving a low tarai along the river-side. On both 
sides of the stream there are numerous channels and watercourses 
which formerly contained the bulk of its waters. As already 
mentioned, the river is believed to have at one time been 
identical with the Chauka, but its present junction with the 
Kauriala has aswsumed a permanent character. 

Along the northern borders of Khairigarh flows the Mohan, 
which enters the district from Nepalnear the village of Kanjaria 
and flows south-east to join the Kauriala a short distance above 
Eamnagar. It rises in the swamps of the Nepal forests, and 
is at first but a small stream ; but after receiving a number of tri- 
butaries, among which may be mentioned the Katni and G'andhra, 
its volume is greatly increased; at Chan dan Chauki it is a con- 
siderable river with steep banks and a well-defined bed. The 
deep stream of the Mohan was till recently the boundary of the 
district, but constant variations rendered a fixed boundary advis- 
able, and the demarcation of this has been recently carried out. 

Lastly, there is the Kauriala, which flows along the eastern 
boundary of the district ; a great river which has its origin in 
the Nepal hills and is known by this name till its junction with 
the Chauka, after which it becomes the Ghagra. It flows in a 
wide and sandy bed, and its channel is liable to undergo constant 
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changes. Its banks are usually clothed with stretches oi jh(m 
or tamarisk jungle. The floods of this river occasionally do 
much damage. In 1871 it destroyed the ancient fort of Amar- 
garh in pargana Dhaurahra, a stronghold of the Jangre chiefs. 
At the same time a temple near the fort was swept away , groat 
fragments of the wall tumbling into the rushing water. It is 
generally alleged by the people that while they were watching 
the destruction of the shrine, a large iron-bound chost appeared 
in a recess laid bare in the wall beneath the floor of the temple. 
This was believed to be the hidden treasure of the rebel Raja of 
Dhaurahra, who was known to have concealed it somowlioro in 
the neighbourhood; but before ropes could bo procured, the 
remainder of the edifice was swept into the .torrent and its ruins 
buried in the sand. The Kauriala is crossed by several ferries 
leading to the Bahraich district, a list of which will bo found in 
the appendix. 

A very large area of the district is covered by water, 
amounting in 1904 to 106,117 acres or 6-6 per cent, of tlio whole, 
excluding the forests, in which perhaps the percentage is even 
greater. The proportion is unusually high; but this is only to 
be expected in Kheri, where the rivers and streams are ox(jep- 
tionally numerous, and where they have so frequently changed 
their course, leaving behind old channels in which the water 
collects to form lakes or swamps of a more or loss pormauont 
Character. The area under water is greatest in tho JSTighaHaii 
tahsfl, where it reaches the proportion of some 9‘6 per cent, 
of the whole area; next comes Lakhimpur with about six p(!r 
cent., and lastly Muhamdi, in which the average is only 3* 1 per 
cent., ranging from 4' 15 in pargana Haidarabad to only two per 
cent, in Magdapur. There are very few regular lakes north of 
the ITl, but numerous large sheets of water occur to tho south, in 
Paila, Haidarabad and Kheri. The largest, that at Simri in 
Paila, measures about two miles in length and breadth ; in pargana 
Kheri there are fine stretches of water at Gumchini and Muham- 
madabad, and another large jhil borders the village of Sikandara- 
bad. In these lakes the average depth of water is about throe 
feet, and aU are navigable by small boats hollowed out of tho 
trunks of trees. North of the U1 the old channels of the 
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Chauka, Kauriala and other rivers have left pools and depressions 
filled with water, especially where the stream took a curve. These 
lakes, which are locally termed hhaghdrs, are sometimes from 
ten to twenty feet deep and three or four miles long, while their 
high banks are in places fringed wdth magnificent groves. Some 
of the most noticeable of these lakes are those at Ramia Bihar in 
Dhaurahra, beyond Tirkaulia in Palia, and near Matera on 
the Kauriala. Others of great size are at Dharmanpur in 
Palia, in Nighasan, and all along the Suheli. In the forests of 
Khairigarh there are many such lakes and swamps, and also in 
the north-eastern portion of the pargana, between Singahi and 
the Kauriala. Mention may be made of the Rohia, Patehri and 
Jabda lakes in this tract, and those of Bhadi, Jharela, Khajua, 
Mujhela and Banki in the forest. Pew of the larger sheets of 
water are used for irrigation, but in the south the smaller jhils 
and the numerous tanks are freely employed for this purpose and 
in ordinary years constitute the chief source of supply for water- 
ing the rabi harvest. 

The forests of Kheri are the most important in Oudh : they Forests, 
not only cover a far greater area, amounting to nearly half the 
forest land in the province, but also contain superior timber to 
those of Gonda and Bahraich. The forest area, which includes 
all the reserved land, whether covered with trees or not, comprises 
the greater part of tho Khairigarh pargana in the north, a consi- 
derable proportion of Palia and Nighasan to the north of the 
Chauka river; and a second expanse of wooded country in the 
west, extending over much of the Bhur and Kiikra-Mailani par- 
ganas. These woods stretch southwards along the banks of tho 
rivers as far as the Hardoi and Sitapur districts. There is a con- 
tinuous tract of forest all along the Kathna from Mailani to the 
southern boundary of the district, while the eastern bank of the 
Gumti exhibits patches of forests as far south as Muhamdi, and 
again along the U1 there are unbroken woods extending to within 
a short distance of Lakhimpur, The total forest area is about 
663 square miles ; not all of this, however, consists of Government 
forests, as some 113 square miles are private property. 

The history of the Government forests dates from 1861, History, 
when 303 square miles, of which 278 were in Khairigarh and 25 
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in Bhur^ were taken over and preserved as forest lands. The 
remaining 347 sq[uare miles of jungle were divided into lots of 
6,000 acres or less and given to men of supposed enterprise, who 
were to hold it revenue-free for twenty years, and then pay only 
half the revenue assessed on similar land. The only conditions 
were that they should cut down a quarter of the forest and bring 
a quarter of the land under cultivation within twelve years. 
Some grants were sold outright at a price of Rs. 2-8-0 per acre. 
Hardly any of these forest lessees either brought the land under 
cultivation under the first set of conditions, or paid up the duo 
instalments of their purchase-money under the second, and con- 
sequently grants covering more than 120 square miles wore 
resumed by the State, while at the present time tho area hold by 
landlords is but 72,371 acres. The Government forests, extend- 
ing from Kheri to Gonda, were placed at fii’st under an oflioor 
styled the Superintendent of Forests. In tho Kliori, or first 
division as it was called, were included all tho ml and mis(*ol- 
laneous forests and grass lands in Khairigarh bot^voon tJio 
Mohan and Suheli rivers, with the exception of tho Bardxu vil- 
lages. In 1867 certain areas to the south of tho Suholi in ]>ar- 
gana Nighasan, which had been marked off as grants, hut not 
disposed of, were transferred to the Forest department, and to 
these were added the grants resumed between 1870 and bS76. 
This tract, after minor alterations, due to the exclusion oi‘ certain 
cultivated lands withiij the grants and tho addition of a few 
hundred acres here and there, was constituted a separate subdivi- 
sion now known as the Bhira forest. Tho trans-Barda forests 
and Bhira were reserved in 1879, and the subsoquout modifica- 
tions will be noted in dealing with the several ranges.**’ 

The forest land to the north of the Sarda lies mainly in the 
Khairigarh pargana, beyond the Suheli or Sarjii river but coii- 
siderable portions are situated to the west of this stream in PuHa 
and Nighasan. Since the reservation of tlio forest in 1870 only 
one change of importance has taken place. This was tho transfer 
to Government of the 27 villages known as the Bardia estate 
from the taluqa of Khairigarh in return for certain outlying 
areas of miscellaneous fores t. The exchange was proposed as 

^Notifications Nos. 194 and 195 of 28th l“’obruax7lL87^^ 
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early as 1868, when the Conservator pointed out the desirability 
of acquiring these lands which lay within the forest boundaries. 
Desultory negotiations were carried on for twenty years; but it 
was not till 1894 that a formal agreement was made, and soon 
after the lands were incorporated in the forest. From 1894 to 
1899 the villages were managed by the Deputy Conservator, but 
in the latter year IS villages were handed over to the district 
officer and the remaining nine, which were uninhabited, were 
reserved.'*' Subsequently four more villages were reserved, three 
of which had long been deserted, while the otlier,.Lohti, contained 
but a few acres of cultivation. f The total area of this forest was 
thus increased to 267 square miles, while in July 1905 the other 
14 villages of Bardia were reserved and handed over to the 
department, bringing up the total to 295 square miles.| 

The forest may bo divided roughly into two parts, the high 
alluvial land under sal^ and the low levels under miscellaneous 
species and grass. Only one-third, however, of the sal is on really 
high ground, the remainder being on an intermediate level. The 
high alluvial land is that above the damar or high bank, a well- 
defined ridge extending a? far south as Khairigarh, about 30 feet 
in height. At the top of this bank is a plateau extending inland 
for a varying distance and ending in an interior drop of some 
ton foot to the low-level sal forests and open grass plains. This 
low-lying tract is traversed by numerous streams and water- 
courses, such as the Nagra, Noora, Chawa and Jauraha, and dotted 
with many doprossious, the chief of which are the Mnjhela, 
Bhadi, Ijudaria, Eanwas, Nagra, Banki, and Churela lakes. 
Beyond this tract the ground again rises to a similar plateau run- 
ning along the oourse of the Mohan. It would appear that at one 
time all the country between the two rivers was a level high plain, 
but that it was lowered by the action of the central drainage chan- 
nels. In the extreme north, near Kanjari a, there is a large stretch 
of this high ground, which extends into Nepal. The low levels 
of the central portion arc covered with sal as well as the higher 
plateau, but are characterised by extensive grass blanks or 
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• Notification No. 400 of 29th May, 1000. 
t Notification No. 892 of 23rd March, 1902. 
J Notification No. 330 of 12th Juno 1906. 
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phomtas, with a few waterlogged depressions, in which no trees 
can grow. The low alluviam proper comprises the lands below 
the high bank on both sides of the Suheli and on the right of 
the Mohan from Ganrighat to Eanwas, and consists of miscella- 
neous forest about 83 miles in length in the case of the former 
and 15 miles along the Mohan ; the breadth ranges from a few 
chains to some three miles. Most of the forest lies above the 
reach of floods ; but the lower portions, which are intersected by 
numerous channels and streams, are completely submerged dui-ing 
the rains. There are many large lakes in the low alluvium, the 
chief being Sathiana, Tedia, Mandhria, Kakraha and Kusumbha 
on the Suheli side; and Mahadewa and Maknaha on +he Mohan 
side. The boundaries of the forest were temporarily demarcated 
in 1861; but during the next five years they were redefined and 
eventually masonry pillars, connected by ditches, were erected. 
In 1894 a fresh demarcation was found necessary, and a series of 
numbered monoliths was put up. 

Before the forests came under Government control, portions 
of them, adjoining the cultivated land and near the rivers, had 
been worked for sal timber by the Eaja of Khairigarh. Else- 
where nothing was done beyond tapping for resin. In 1801 
selection fellings were started, and the best timber exported to 
Bahramghat. There was no market for inferior timber or fuel 
and it was not till 1882 that the railway opened a new source 
of income from sleepers, scantlings, signal-posts and the like. Tlio 
JcJmw forests were largely exploited from 1878 onwards, and 
have been since worked out. Up to 1891 nearly all tho felhngs 
were carried out departmentally ; but in the three succeeding years 
this was completely changed for private agency— -a system which 
has since been maintained. In 1892 a working-plan was drawn 
up by Mr. Keshavanand. The general scheme of tho plan was to 
give complete rest to the portions that had boon most heavily 
taxed in recent years or only just closed to grazing, and to have 
a regular senes of improy ement fellings i n other parts. Tho plan 
was subsequently modified in order to equalize tho outturn and 
for other reasons, and in 1903 was superseded by a new plan 
rawn up by Mr. F. A. Leete for a period of thirty years. This 
plan, however, is at present under revision, and arrangements will 



General Fealwrea. 


IS 


be made for a felling rotation of 21 years. Under existing 
arrangements the forest is divided into two ranges known as 
Kanjaria and Khairigarb, each of which is divided into two 
working circles. In the Kanjaria range the circles are the west 
sal, which comprises all the forest land proper and is divided 
into 35 compartments, and the west open circle, which consists 
of low alluvial soil below the high bank, and comprises the 
Bangaon block in the extreme north, and the Sumerpur and 
Sathiana blocks in the west and south along the Suheli, The 
Khairigarb range, which is separated from the former by a 
line running north-east through the forest from Dudhwa, con- 
sists of the east sal and east opeu circles; the former comprising 
40 compartments of forest land, and the latter the low alluvial 
blocks of Pharsaia, Kakraha, Gulra, Kusumbha, Maholi and 
Nuniya, and a long and narrow strip of similar land along the 
Mohan river. The general working scheme is to remove by 
selection fellings all the mature stock above 6 feet in girth, except- 
ing those individuals whose letantion is advisable from a sylvicul- 
tural point of view. The growth of the younger stock will at 
the same time be promoted by improvement fellings, thinnings 
and cleanings. The area of the whole forest will be operated on 
in 21 years, an approximately proportionate area forming eacli 
year’s annual coupe. 

The Kanjaria range lias a total area of 78,644 acres, of which 
48,032 acres are in the west sal circle. Of the latter 42,646 acres 
are under fire protection, including 6,451 acres of open grassland, 
nalas and fire-lines. Of the remaining area 15,211 acres form- 
ing the west open working circle are stocked, half with miscella- 
neous unprotected forest and half with grass only. The other 
16,401 acres are occupied by eleven of the Bardia villages. The 
Khairigarb range has a total area of 110,631 acres, of which 79,105 
acres belong to the east sal circle. The remainder is unprotected 
and consists chiefly of khair and shisham forests and other mis- 
cellaneous species; but 2,960 acres near Chandan Chauki are 
taken up by five forest villages. Of the east sal circle 64,341 acres 
are stocked, while the rest consists of open grass, nalas and 
swamps. It is protected against fire with the exception of 14,447 
acres of grass land. 


The area. 
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The Bhira forest consists of an irregularly -shaped block of 
laud in the Kukra-Mailani pargaua and the west and north-west 
of Bhur, and two detached portions, of which one, known as 
Allenganj, lies to the north in the estreme north-west corner of 
Bhur; and the other called the Mailani forest, is situated to the 
west on the river Kathna. The main block has an area of 95,413 
acres, while the others together cover 3,176 acres. When first 
reserved in 1879 the forest was placed in charge of the Pilibhit 
divisional officer, and so remained till 1892, when it again formed 
a range and was attached to the Kheri division. In 1880 a small 
area of 131 acres of old cultivation was acquired and reserved,* 
and similar areas, aggregating 227 acres, which were taken over 
at the same time, were reserved in 1893.t In 1881 the Allenganj 
and Wazirnagar grants, comprising 4,206 acres of sal forest, were 
acquired from Mr. Hearsey in exchange for 4,280 acres of reserved 
scrub jungle and grass lands in this district and Hardoi, and were 
reserved in 1893.t A further addition of 5,053 acres, known as 
the Kathna and Mailani grants, were made over by tlie district 
authorities in 1885 and added to the reserves in the following 
year.§ -Again, the area was reduced by the transfer of 197 
acres of reserved forest in 1891 to the Rohilkhand and Knmaim 
Eailway,[| and by 131 acres given back to tlie Bhur estate. 
Lastly, an addition of 2,433 acres was made by exchange of 
land from Thakur Gobardhan Singh of Bijua. The forest boun- 
dary was formerly marked by a three-foot ditcli connecting tlie 
old masonry pillars erected when the grants wore made under the 
waste land rules. This has been recently replaced by a scries of 
n^bered monoKths set up at a convenient distance Irom each 


onfi* 
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Like the trans-Sarda forest the Bhira range consists of two 
mam portions, the high ground covered with sal trees and the low 
alluvium, generally known as ^ore sparsely clad wil 

g ^and miscellaneous species. Th e former consists of a 

•Notiacation No. 5 of 2nd July 188a " ‘ 

t ITotifloation No. S6aF of 1893. 
f Notification No. 822 of isth Septembor 1893 
§ Notification No. 183P of 2na April 1886. 

11 Notification No. 203? of 28tb July 1891 
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plateau running from north-west to south-east, between the 
Kathna and Barauncha rivers, with an average length of some 27 
miles and a breadth of six miles. On the north and north-east it is 
separated from the low alluvium by a high bank which nearly 
touches the Sarda at the northern corners of the Allenganj and 
Kataia blocks, and then running along the south bank of the 
Barauncha paswses out of the forest at the eastern extremity. A 
similar, high bank separates the plateau on the west from the low- 
lands along the TJl and Kathna. This upland area is broken by the 
rivers and a number of watercourses and depressions representing 
the abandoned channels of former rivers. The chief of these are 
the Kukargadha and Kidwar nalas, which are almost continuous, 
and appear to be the remains of a western course of the Ul. The 
action of the rivers has resulted in the formation of a series of 
ridges and mounds running through the forest; these rise to a 
considerable height above the depressions and nalas^ and slope 
off gradually into the neighbouring grass lands; so that on 
either side of the Ul is a succession of terraces descending to the 
river. In the depressions the prevailing growth is dense grass, 
while the higher ground is covered with sal. The forest is 
interrupted by many open glades or chandars^ covered with 
stunted scrub and sparse grass, the soil being poor and sandy. 
As they run in a direction generally parallel with the streams, 
it seems probable that they represent old river beds. The low- 
lands or ganjar in the Bhira forest cover a small area, between 
the high bank on tlie north and north-east and the Sarda. They 
consist of a stretch of land scored by a number of streams, of 
which the chief is the Sutia; the channels generally follow the 
ordinary direction of the rivers, but are very irregular and form 
jhils and small lakes at every bend of their course. The whole 
area is 4,277 acres, and comprises the Khamaria block, covered 
partly with khair and other trees and partly with grass jungle. 
The latter is completely waterlogged in the rains, and the trees 
only grow on the more elevated portions. The forest village of 
Kataia is also situated in this area. 

For the management of the forest a working-plan was drawn 
up in 1893-94 by Mr. Kesbavanand for a period of 24 years, 
and this was supplemented by a further plan for 22 years 
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compiled in 1896; but both are now under revision. Prior to the 
construction of the railway these forests had been practically 
unworked. While in the occupation of the grantees, the more 
accessible portions to the south of the UI were worked for 
small timber; but in the rest little was done beyond tapping for 
resin. The produce was exported to Shahjahanpur and Lucknow, 
and the rates charged by the grantees varied from one rupee to 
two rupees annually for each exporter. When the forests wore 
taken over by Government they were found to have suffered so 
much from the old wasteful methods that any further extraction 
of green timber of the more valuable species was considorod 
inadvisable ; but saplings and poles of inferior kinds were still 
removed by the neighbouring villagers and other consumors. 
In 1877 portions of the forest were brought under fire protection ; 
but no systematic working was attempted owing to the want of 
a suitable market. This was created in 1890 by the opening of 
the railway, and in the following year improvement fellings 
were begun for the purposes of supplying fuel The khaw forest 
in the north was worked in 1889 and in the following year, and 
all the trees which could yield catechu were felled. Tlio first 
working-plan divided the forests into four working circles, stih- 
divided into 28 compartments, varying in extent from about 700 
to 8,000 acres. ^ 

The first of these circles is the Kishanpur, with a total 
area of 16,946 acres, of which 9,380 acres are stocked with trees 
and closed to fire and grazing, while the rest consists of grass 
land and stream beds. This circle comprises the area to the 
north of the branch line from Mailani to Bhira and takes its 
name from the rest-house of Kishanpur. It consists of four com- 
partments, the southern boundary lying along the railway from 
the village of Mailani on the west to the KiBluin})ur-IIiraj)ur 
road on the east. On the east it extends to this road as far as its 
Junction with that from Bhira to Kishanpur, 'which encloses tlio 
forests on the north-east. On the north the boundary is the road 
running due west from Kishanpur to the Ul river, and on the 
westthe forest extends to the Shahjahanpur district. The circle 
IS set apart for the growth of small timber with a view to improv- 
ing the existing stock. 
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The second circle is known as Marha^ from the rest-house of 
that name. It has an area of 29,874 acres, of which 23,471 acres 
consist of forest land under fire protection and closed to grazing 
and the remainder of open grass waste. It consists of ten com- 
partments and lies to the south of the railway, from Mailani on 
the west to the Kishanpur-Hirapur road on the east. The 
western boundary lies along the village lands of Mailani and 
Salabatnagar in the north, the private forests of Messrs. 
Carew and Company in the centre, the dividing line being 
a nala known as the Sutia, and the road from Ehareta to 
Mahorena in the south. The southern boundary is formed by 
the road from Hirapur to Singha, from Singha to Pipal, the 
villages of Kukra and Sarkarpur grant, and the road from 
Kukra to Mahorena. This circle produces a fair quantity of 
small timber but is chiefly used for supplying the large quan- 
tities of fuel required by the railway. There are besides two 
detached compartments to the south, extending from the lands 
of Gola .on the south to the Kidwar stream on the north. On 
the east they are bounded by the road from Gola to PaBban- 
pur, and on the west by the private forests of Gola, Sarkarpur 
and Kukra. 

The third circle, known as Hirapur, is an irregular tract of 
forest, covering in all 47,647 acres. Of this 40,512 acres are 
stocked with trees and closed to fire, while the rest consists of 
grass lands and waste. It is made up of 13 compartments. Two 
of these lie to the south-west of Marha, between the Kathna river 
and the road from Khareta to Mahorena. The bulk of the forest 
lies between the Ul and the Barauncha rivers, and consists of a 
long strip of land extending along the eastern boundaries of 
Marha and Kishanpur and including two large blocks to the south 
and north-east of the latter as well as the detached portions known 
as Allenganj and Kataia. It extends as far south as the road 
from Gola to Aliganj. It was for this circle that the supplemen- 
tary working-plan of 1896 was framed, as previously the forest 
was burdened with concessions in grazing, timber and minor pro- 
. duce, which were undefined and could be claimed in any portion 
of the circle. A record of rights was prepared and the con- 
cessions were restricted to certain areas known as the grazing 

2k. 
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sub-working cnrcle * The rest was divided in four similar sub- 
drcles, one of which, Kataia, is managed in the same way as 
Kishanpur, and the others, called Palhanpur, Gola and Mahorena, 
are organised like the Miarha circle. 

The last circle of the range is the Khamaria, which comprises 
the small block of 4,222 acres in the low alluvium between 
Kishanpur and the Sarda. Less than half the area is stocked, 
the produce consisting of trees at present in an immature 

state. 

The staff of the Bhira forest comprises a ranger, a forester 
and 14 forest guards, while it is annually strengthened by the 
addition of a large temporary establishment for protective purposes. 
In- the Khairigarh forests there are four rangers, two foresters, 
and 22 forest guards: during the working season the staff is 
supplemented by jotmadars and chaprasis to assist in the marking 
and felling operations and by clerks at the dep6ts. Labour is 
obtained from Nepal for the most part, numbers of hillmen 
coming down during the cold weather, when work is alone pos- 
sible. During the rains most of the forest guards live at Palia 
or Khairigarh. In the working season the range offices are at 
Dudhwa and Sonaripur. There are bungalows in the Kanjaria 
range at Kiratpux,Bankati, Sathiana, and Dudhwa 5 in Khairigarh 
at Sonaripur, Salukapur, Chandan Chauki, Ohanga Nala, Belraian, 
and the Ghoii Shah fort and in the Bhira range at Mailani, Kishan- 
pur, Gola, Bhira, Marha, and Palhanpur. 

The first attempt at protection in the trans-Sarda forest was 
made in 1873, when a regular system of fire conservancy was 
introduced, but it only applied to nine compartments near 
Dudhwa. Extensions were gradually made, but it was not till 
1892 that the whole of the sail forests were brought under protec- 
tion. Severe fires still occur from time to time, but since 1884 no 
great damage has been done, except in the case of an unusually 
bad fire in 1896, when over 43,000 acres were burnt, and in 1903, 
when the area destroyed was more than 10,000. In order to pre- 
vent the spread of fires the forests are divided into blocks by 
of 100 feet and 60 feet wide, which are cleared annually. 

588 

• Q. 0. Ko. of 2nd October 1$96, 

T" 
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The interior grass plains and a wide strip along the lowlying 
forests are fired departmentally in order to isolate the sal reserves. 

In the Bhira forest^ fire conservancy was not introduced till 1877, 
when a small area was first protected in the vicinity oi Marha. 
Additions were made during succeeding years, but it was not till 
1885 that the attempts to protect a large area were a complete 
success. Since 1892 the whole range has been under protection, 
and in recent years the work of excluding fires has been most 
successful. 

In the reserved forests no rights of user whatever exist, but Bigiits. 
certain neighbouring villages have from the beginning enjoyed 
concessions in them. Orders have been issued from time to time 
for the regulation of these privileges. In 1861 only four kinds of 
timber, saly sMsharfiy tun and ebony, were reserved ; but at a later 
date, dhaoy asaina^ khair and haldu were added to the number. 

The forest rules of 1866 gave permission to villages within three 
miles of the boundary to take out for their domestic use and farm- 
ing purposes whatever they liked, other than timber of the eight 
reserved kinds."** In 1876 a commission was appointed to 
enquire into these concessions, with the result that the privileges 
were rather extended than otherwise. The concessions were in no 
way limited, and the unchecked permission of grazing interfered 
with proper management, especially by delaying the introduction 
of fire conservancy. In 1879 similar concessions were granted to 
privileged villages in the neighbourhood of the Bhira range, per-, 
mitting the inhabitants to cut inferior timber and poles of ebony 
dhao and asaina, and to take out dry sal, whether fallen or 
standing, fuel and thatching grass, free of charge so long as they 
were for their own hond fide use. They were also allowed to 
graze their cattle at half the ordinary rate, and till 1892 were 
allowed to burn more than half the forest. It was not until 1895 
that the privileges were defined and limited as to quantity and 
locality, although in Bhira 71 square miles had been closed to 
grazing in 1892t. These limitations do not effect the Tharus in 
the Bardia villages, who still continue to enjoy free grazing and 
timber under the orders of 1879. With the transfer of these 

* Notification No. 27]? of 24th September 1866. 

t Notification No. 588 of 2ndiOctober^X895. 
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villages to the Forest department the privileges of the Khaiiigarh 
estate ceased; but it has been found advantageous to grant timber 
and thatching grass at a reduced rate to certain Khaii'%arh 
vill^es in return for aid rendered during the fire conservancj- 
season. 

As has been already mentioned^ the chief product of the forest 
is sal timber {Skorea rdbusta) and the primary object of manage- 
ment is the production of a continuous yield of a maximum quantity 
of such timber of good quality and large dimensions. It Is chiefiy 
expoiiied from the trans-Sarda forest in the form of sleeporS) logs 
and poles, the average amount removed annually between 1896 
and 1901 being over 362,000 cubic feet. The exports of other 
trees from these forests have been very small as compared with 
those of sal. The most important is the asaina {TerminaUa 
tormntosa) which averaged nearly 69,000 cubic feet. This tree 
is found mixed with the sal in varying proportions; oji tho 
high ground it forms about one-fifth of the total stock, while in 
the lower levels it is far more common. The misoollanooiiH 
species of the northern forests are very numerous. Tho most 
important in the upland tract are the haldu, jamun and semdan, 
while in the low alluvium shisham and hhair are tho most 
numerous and the latter of considerable value. In the Bhira 
range the trees are generally the same, but the sal is of inferior 
quality and large timber is not available. Considerable amounts 
of sal and asomM are exported in the form of small logs and 
poles, but the bulk of the produce consists of fuel, of which a 
large quantity is required annually by the Rohilkliand ■ and 
Kumaun Railway. The minor produce is of some value, consisting 
of laih and thatching-grass, catechu and other less important 
articles such as hides and honey. The grazing foes have also 
Constituted a conaderable source of income and are charged at 
lower rates for those villages which are allowed concessions than 
for others. The chief market for all the forests is tho railway, 
which takes immense quantities of fuel and sleepers and a 
considerable amount of logs and piles. There is, however, a brisk 
local- demand springing up for poles in the Bhira forests. The 
foreign market consists of the sale of logs and sawn timber in largo 
towns such as .Dehli, Meerut, Shahjahanpur, Bareilly and 
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Lucknow, as well as fuel, small timber and haih grass, the last 
being used for the manufacture of paper at Lucknow. 

The revenue derived from the forests is large. In 1884 the Revenue, 
surplus amounted to Es. 1,52,250 and in 1889 to Es. 1,35,800. 

Prior to 1892, when all the working and export was done 
departmentally, the expenditure was very much larger and the 
excess of revenue over expenditure was not more than 38 per 
cent. Since that time private agency has been relied upon for 
the exploitation of the forests, and the result has been most 
satisfactory. From 1894 to 1901 the receipts exceeded the 
charges by no less than 206 per cent, and in the last year the 
net income derived amounted to nearly Es. 1,92,000 while the 
expenditure was only Es. 62,700. 

Besides the Government forests and the private forests, Proves, 
which are the remnants of the old grants and are for the most 
part in the Kukra, Bhur, Haidarabad and Atwa Piparia parganas, 
there are numerous groves which have from time to time been 
planted by zamindars and others. These groves are chiefly to be 
found in those parts where there is no forest, as in the southern 
parganas. In those tracts which adjoin the forests the artificial 
plantations cover but a small area. At the first regular settle- 
ment the land covered by groves amounted to 36,275 acres or 
only two per cent, of the total area — a very low proportion for 
Oudh. In pargana Kheri, however, it was no less than five per 
cent, and in Haidarabad, Muhamdi and Pasgawan it was about 
four per cent. On the other hand it was no more than one per 
cent, in Kukra and the parganas north of the Ul, while in Palia 
the total grove area was only 229 acres. During the currency of 
the settlement there was a considerable increase, many new groves 
being planted, and the area occupied by them had risen in 1899 to 
39,882 acres. In 1903 it had slightly declined, being altogether 
38,726 acres or 2*4 per cent, of the whole district, excluding 
the reserved forest. The increase had been greatest in the par- 
gana of Dhaurahra, where the grove area had risen from 2,876 to 
3,921 acres ; it was also large in Srinagar, Paila, Aurangabad and 
Nighasan, while the other parganas all showed slight extensions 
except Muhamdi and Kasta, where there had been an insignificant 
decline. These groves are chiefly of mango: in several places 
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jcmmn aad shisham plantations are to be seen, while the bd, 
toma/rimd and other fruit trees are occasionally planted. The 
maJhua is not common in this distri ct, and it is only found in the 
forests. There are considerable areas of dhdh and scrub jungle 
outside the forest tracts, which are of little value save for the lac 
obtained from the former, and are being gradually replaced by 
cultivated fields. The trees of the district are of the usual 
varieties common to the north of Oudh ; the more valuable species 
have ah-eady been mentioned in connection with tho forests; 
while the others, which for the most part are found singly or in 
PT^all groups, call for no special comment. The most conspicuous 
are the semal in the north and the pdkar in the southern pargona. 

The geology of the district exposes nothing but the ordinary 
Gangetic alluvium, and consequently the mineral products of tho 
district are but few. Kankar is found in sovoral parts of tho 
Lakhimpur and Muhamdi tahsils, but the deposits arc generally 
small and of an inferior character. The only extensive bods arc 
at Gola, where the kankar is of good quality and of tho varioty 
known as silia. There is absolutely none in the Nighasan tahsil 
and this fact, combined with its comparative rarity in other parts 
of the district, largely accounts for the absence of metalled roads. 
The cost varies, as usual, with the distance from tho quarry, but 
generally the rate for digging and stacking by tho roadside 
ranges from Ee. 1-16 to Rs. 2-8 per hundred cubic foot, while tho 
cost of carriage is eight annas a mile. Limo of good quality is 
obtained from the silia kankar, and sells at Lakhimpur at tho 
rate of Rs. 19 or Rs. 21 per hundred cubic foot. Brick earth is 
obtainable in most parts of the Lakhimpur and Muhamdi tahsils, 
and bricks of fair quality and colour are produced ; in Nighasan 
the clay is of a poor description and the colour is generally very 
bad. 

Bricks are made ini three qualities, and the prevailing rates 
per thousand, delivered within a mile of tho kiln, are Rs. 10, 
Rs. 8 and Rs. 6 respectively. Other building materials aro gonor- 
ally obtainable without difficulty, except in tho case of stone, 
which has to be imported from a great distance. 8al timber is 
naturally abundant, and can be had in scantlings of all sizes : that 
from Nepal is of the finest possible quality and costs from Es, 8 
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to Rs, 3-8 per cubic foot measured in work. Other timber, such as 
jamnn and shisham, can be obtained at all times, but not in large 
quantities. Labour, on the other hand, is both scarce and expen- 
sive : skilled artizans are rarely to be found, and as a rule the 
masons, carpenters and blacksmiths of the district are but poor 
craftsmen. 

The wild animals of Kheri comprise an unusual variety of Fauna, 
species, although they are practically the same as those of Bah- 
raich and Gonda. Most species have been greatly reduced in 
numbers since annexation. The elephant is no longer found in the 
district, and the wild buffalo has disappeared, though formerly 
both are said to have been common. Tigers still exist, but they 
have fallen back before the spread of cultivation and are now 
confined to the less accessible jungles. For several years after the 
mutiny they were to be met with in the woods along the Kathna* 
and were sometimes killed to the south of Muhamdi and 
Mitauli ; they were also numerous in the old bed of the Chauka 
near Matera, and in the forests south of Aliganj. They have 
now, however, retired to the less accessible jungles of Khairi- 
garh and Eukra, and their numbers have greatly decreased. 
Leopards are still fairly common in the jungle tracts and do much 
damage among the cattle. Other carnivora include the wolf, 
wild dog, jackal, hysena and fox. Wild cattle are to be found 
in some of the forests, and the bear occurs in the north. Pig 
are common, especially in the jungles and their neighbourhoods. 

There are many varieties of stags and antelopes. Black- 
buck abound between the Gumti and the Kathna, and beyond the 
latter in Kukra and Bhur. They are met with, but in smaller 
numbers, on the west bank of the Gumti and near the Sukheta, 
and also to the north of the Chauka from Palia to Dhaurahra. 

Nilgai are common in most parts of the district, and especially 
along the banks of the Kauriala in Dhaurahra and Pirozabad ; 
and on the Chauka near Srinagar. They do great damage to the 
crops, and are protected by popular prejudice in jungles such 
as Kauria on the Ul, in the midst of high cultivation and dense 
population. Hog-deer are still met with in great numbers in the 
ravines and ancient watercourses now filled with lofty grass, 
which are found in Khairigarh and Kukra, and also in the 
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marsHes and open wastes on either side of the Chauka: they 
used to abound on the Di, but have long disappeared. Gond 
occur in diminishing numbers along the Chauka, and especially 
in the extreme north-west of Bhur. At one time they resorted to 
the grass jungles of Dhaurahra to the south of the Sukhcta, but 
here they have practically become extinct: other species arc the 
sambhar, barking-deer, and four-horned antelope, which aro 
confined to the forest tracts. The chital or spotted deer aro found 
everywhere in the Khaiiigarh and Bhira forests, and also along 
the banks of the Kathna. 

The birds of Kheri are those common to northern India, but 
many species are found which are practically confined to the 
submontane tracts. No less than 363 varieties have been obsorvorl 
in the district, but many of these are very rare. Game birds aro 
found in abundance. The great bustard used to be soon near 
Matera, but is now almost unknown. Plorican wore very common 
in former days in Bhur, but their numbers have been greatly 
reduced. Partridges, jungle-fowl, quail, sand-grouso, poacooks, 
plovers and pigeons of dififerent varieties are all very numerous; 
but the black partridge are not so universally found as formerly, 
and have retired before the spread of cultivation and taken rof ngo 
in the forest parganas. Water fowl of all kinds, both migratory 
and otherwise, are probably more common in Kheri than in any 
other district of the provinces, owing to the comparative proximity 
of the great breeding grounds across the Himalayas. During the 
cold weather all the north Indian spedes of snipo, duck, toal, 
widgeon, pochards and geese visit the district, while enormous 
numbers of cranes, herons, ibis and other water birds remain here 
throughout the year. There is, however, no trade in birdskins, 
and the number of fowlers who derive their living from catching 
birds is small. The returns of the last census showed IHO poifsons 
employed as shikaris, falconers and birdcatohers, but the majority 
of these are engaged in the pursuit of fourfooted game. 

The fisheries of the district are of some little importance, as 
the supply is abundant, and the rivers and lakes contain numbors 
offish of all the usual varieties. The mahseer is to bo found in 
all the larger rivers, while the other varieties are those common to 
the rest of Oudh. There is, however, no export trade, and the fish 
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are merely canght for home consumption or for hawking in the 
local bazars. The means employed are the rod and line^ nets and 
wicker baskets or traps of various descriptions as well as the spear 
or pachki. There are but few professional fishermen, but numbers 
of Mallahs, Kahars and Musalmans resort to fishing during the 
seasons as a subsidiary means of subsistence. 

With its wide areas of forest and its extensive grazing Cattle 
grounds, Kheii forms the chief cattle-breeding district in Oudh, 
and the animals raised here and exported to less favoured tracts 
constitute a valuable source of income. Large numbers of draught 
bullocks of superior quality are supplied to all the Oudh districts 
and also to those of the Gorakhpur division. There are said 
to be five distinct breeds of cattle in the district, but only one of 
these perhaps may be considered tolerably free from mixture with 
other strains. This is the Parehar, which derives its name from 
the tract of country so called between the Kathna and the Gumti 
livers, comprising the,parganas of Atwa-Piparia, Magdapur and 
Aurangabad. Popular belief ascribes the good quality of this 
breed to the effects of the water of the Kathna, along whose 
banks are the principal graziug-grounds. The villages most 
famous for their cattle are Nakara and Kalwa in Aurangabad. 

These animals are of moderate size, with a symmetrical body, fine 
and glossy hair, small ears, long and pointed horns, and the tail 
thin, tapering and small, and terminating with a luxuriant tuft 
of hair which is almost always white. The usual colours are grey 
white, or black with white patches. The bullocks, which have an 
irritable temper, are vfery fast and are said to be more enduring than 
animals of any other breed ; they are especially good for draught 
work. Ordinary plough-bullocks cost from Ks. 30 to Ks. 80 a 
pair, but the better animals sometimes run up to Rs. 150. The 
second breed is the Bhur, which is found between the Sarju and 
Chauka rivers. They differ from the Parehar in their large size 
and coarser hair, while the bullocks are docile and compara- 
tively slow movers. A pair of five-year old Bhur animals of 
average quality costs from Rs. 60 to Rs. 80. The Khairigarh 
breed, which occurs between the Sarju and the Mohan, can hardly 
be called a distinct type now, on account of the constant admix- 
ture of Bhur blood. Here and there, however, specimens of 
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pure-bred Kbairigarb animals are to be found, -wbicb differ from 
tbe typical Bbur bullocks in having finer and more pointed borns 
with tbeir ends turned backwards, a larger size, finer hair, 
longer tail, broader forehead and chest, and generally a more 
symmetrical shape. They are faster than the Bhur and nearly 
as hot tempered as the Parehar. A pair of average bullocks, 
which are admirably suited for cart work, costs about Rs. 80 
when five or six years of age; but superior animals run up to 
Es. 200 a pair. Closely allied to the Khairigarh breed are those 
known as the Majhra Singahi, from the villages of those names 
in the extreme north-west of pargana Palia. In their features 
they generally resemble the Khairigarh animals, but are larger 
and enjoy the same degree of reputation as the Parehar for their 
pace. The price depends on the quality of the animals, and 
varies from Es. 40 to Es. 200 per pair. Lastly, thei-e is the 
Dhaurahra breed, commonly found in the pargana of that name. 
This is the least valuable of all the breeds belonging to the district. 
The bullocks are of larger size than the others and have rough 
and coarse hair, a heavy dewlap, thick, but often small and blunt, 
horns, large bones, small but fleshy legs, with toes widely set 
apart. They are said to be good for heavy draught work, but are 
very slow movers with a sluggish, gentle temper. They are 
largely used for crossing with the animals of the Nanpara breed 
in Bahraich. There is ordinarily little care observed in breeding, 
and much might be effected by the selection of pure-bred 
bullocks and their location in the more important villages. The 
people of Parehar and of Majhra, however, who are more careful 
in this respect than other breeders, usually keep private bulls 
which have been selected as calves and are never broken to the 
plough. They accompany the herds to the pastures of Nepal, and 
while there the owners take all possible measures to prevent 
any breeding between their animals and those of the Malwara 
and Kanohanpur breeds of Nepal. The Dhaurahra cattle-owners, 
on the contrary, prefer the Malwara bulls as being superior to 
their own. The district pastures are generally insufficient for 
the number of cattle, and are annually diminishing in extent. 
Consequently the breeders depend mainly upon the grazing 
available in the jungles of Nepal adjoining the northern borders. 
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The best cows of all five breeds are driven thither and kept for 
eight months in the year, returning home for the rains* The 
male calves are left behind after the rains to be sold, when the 
herds return to the northern pastures. The congregation of herds 
of all breeds in Nepal is an undesirable factor in the situation, 
as there is a constant danger of cross-breeding. The grazing 
areaS) too, and especially in the Parehar tract, have so decreased 
of late years that many of the herds are kept in the jungles 
throughout the year — ^a measure which is gradually reducing 
their numbers. 

The first estimate of the number of cattle in the district was 
made in 1860, when it was calculated that there were altogether 
517,600 animals. At the first regular settlement the number was 
returned at 698,674, which gave an average of 7*17 animals per 
plough. In August, 1899, a regular cattle census was taken, and the 
returns showed a total of 243,404 bullooks and bulls, and 42,101 
male buffaloes, making altogether 286,505 plough-animals, from 
which it appears that the old settlement returns included cattle of all 
descriptions. A second census was carried out in the beginning 
of 1904, when the number of plough-animals was found to have 
risen to 335,268, including 56,302 buffaloes. This gave an 
average of somewhat over 2*5 animals per plough — a high propor- 
tion, which compares favourably with the other Oudh districts. 
Cows numbered 344,996, cow buffaloes 70,588, and young stock 
291,289 — all of which show a considerable increase over the 
returns of 1899. As is only to be expected, the number of cows is 
larger than in any other district of Oudh, and is only approached 
by Gonda and Bahraich. While kept on the Nepal borders the 
cows live on grazing only, salt being given once or twice a month. 
At other times cows kept for milking purposes are stall-fed on 
chopped straw, oil-cake, and occasional grain and bran. The 
yield of milk is small, and even in the case of stall-fed cows 
averages from half a ser to a ser daily. Most of it is made into 
gh% of which large quantities are exported from this district. 

The other domestic animals are of little importance. The 
last returns show a total of 61,720 sheep, and 309,928 goats. 
Neither of these figures are remarkable. These animals are 
kept for food, for the sake of their wool and hair, which is made 
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into blankets and felts, and for penning on the land. There is 
practically no horse-breeding in the district. The census of 1904 
showed a total of 17,739 horses and ponies — a high figure for Oudh; 
but the majority of these are small animals of an inferior descrip- 
tion, used for carrying grain and similar purposes. There were 
fewer donkeys and camels than in any other part of Oudh. 
The only other noticeable feature of the census was the number 
of carts, amounting to 25,552 — an unusually high figure for this 
part of the province. These vehicles are of the ordinary descrip- 
tion for the most part; but there are large numbers of the lighter carts 
known as adha and rath, as in Hardoi. These latter varieties are 
generally drawn by the Parehar and superior breeds of bullocks. 

The district is at all times subject to epidemics of cattle 
disease, which carry off large numbers of animals. The returns 
are in all cases unreliable, and this is particularly so in Kheri, as 
the pastures are in the most inaccessible tracts of the district. 
It is generally stated by the people that disease was unknown 
before annexation, although this appears incredible. The popular 
belief is probably due to the fact that no violent epidemics were 
remembered of equal intensity to that of 1871, when it was 
calculated that about one-fourth of the whole cattle stock of the 
district perished. The commonest forms of disease appear to be 
rinderpest, locally known as or rez^ foot-and-mouth disease 

or Jchurha^ that known as ghatarua, which has been diagnosed 
as h&morrhagic septiccBmia, and may be briefly called sore-throat 
and poisoning from grazing on rank grass and dangerous plants 
in the marshes, which results in a malady called by the natives 
ehav^ndhiana. Anthrax does not appear to be common in this 
district. Einderpest was very virulent in 1896; but since that 
time there have been no bad epidemics — a phenomenon which has 
been observed in almost all districts of the province. In order to 
check the spread of this cattle disease the services of a civil 
veterinary assistant have been placed at the disposal of the dis- 
trict board. 

The nature of the climate varies with the locality. To the 
south of the U1 river, which generally forms the dividing line^ 
the country resembles that of the adjoining districts of Sitapur 
and Shahjahanpur ; while to the north, where the land is traversed 



General Features, 


29 


by numerous rivers and covered by wide stretches of forests, it is 
the naost unhealthy part of Oudh. The climate is on all sides 
admitted to have improved somewhat since the first regular 
settlement; but deadly fevers are still endemic, the water is bad, 
and from time to time violent outbreaks of cholera almost depo- 
pulate large areas. The variation in the conditions seems chiefly 
to depend on the level, as in the upland tracts sickness is not 
usually prevalent, but in the lowlands, where large areas are 
under water for several months of the year, malaria is very 
prevalent; this is also the ease in the forests, especially at the end 
of the rains. Anothet unhealthy season in the north is the hot 
weather, when the water is unusually poisonous. There can be no 
doubt that the disappearance of jungle and waste land before an 
advancing population vvill to some extent mitigate the rigour of 
the climate in the north of the district; bufe progress will neces- 
sarily be slow. There are no regular meteorological stations 
in the district; but on the whole it may be said that the 
heat of Eheri is less than that of the adjoining parts of Oudh. 

Eecords taken in former years show that the thermometer seldom 
registers over 100®, and that the mean annual temperature of 
Lakhimpur is about 79®. May and June are the hottest months 
and the mean temperature is about 89® and 91® respectively. 

The cold weather lasts longer than in the southern districts, and 
the average temperature from the beginning of October to the end 
of March is not more than. 72®. During the winter months 
the nights are very cold and foggy, and remain cool till late in 
the spring, during which period there is a heavy fall of dew. 

Frosts frequently occur and are often severe in the open tracts. 

The prevailing winds are westerly, they begin in March and 
usually blow strongly in April and May, becoming excessively 
hot till the approach of the monsoon. Northerly winds also often 
occur in the parts beyond the Sarda. 

The rainfall of the district is above the average of the prov- Rainfall, 
ince. This is due to the proximity of the Nepal hills and to the 
cold winds that blow from the north, and also to the vast 
areas under forest and jungle. Eecords of the rainfall are extant 
from 1866, but up to 1870 observations were only taken at the 
district headquarters. In the latter year rdn-gauges were also 
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established at Muhamdi aad Gola^ but that at the latter place 
was transferred to Nighasan in 1876. The average annual rain- 
fall from 1870 to 1904 for the whole district was 45-9 inches. 
There are considerable local variations, as more rain falls in the 
northern parganas and in the forest tract than elsewhere. The 
average for Nighasan is 48'6 inches; at Lakhimpur the fall 
closely approximates to the general average, the mean annual 
amount since 1865 being 45’24 inches ; while the Muhamdi tahsil 
is the driest, having an average fall of 43‘45 inches. The 
district differs from those of southern Oudh, in that a considerable 
winter rainfall may generally be expected; and frequently 
showers occur in months of the year which are usually dry else- 
where. The annual variatioi;s are remarkably large. On eleven 
occasions since 1870 the total has exceeded 50 inches : the wettest 
year on record being 1871, when the average for the whole district 
was 7045 inches and nearly 80 inches fell at Gola. In 1879 the 
total average was 6443 inches ; but whereas less than 50 inches 
fell at Kheii, Muhamdi recorded no less than 76’6 inches, wliich 
was far the greatest amount ever registered in that tahsil. From 
1889 to 1894 the fall was considerably in excess of the average : this 
series of wet years culminated in 1894, when the mean total for 
the whole district was 69'82 inches, the headquarters tahsil receiv- 
ing 77-3 inches. The result was a great deterioration of the 
lowlying tracts as the soil became waterlogged. It was i-emedied, 
however, by the dry seasons of the three ensuing years, when the 
fall was considerably below the average. The direst year on 
record was 1880, when the Nighasan tahsil received loss than 154 
inches, the average for the whole district being 244 inches. The 
only other years with less than 30 inches of rain were 1873, 1881 
and 1883. In 1887, a year of famine, the average was over 
31 inches; but the fall was very unseasonable. The same thing 
happened in 1896, although the defect in the rainfall was very 
small, the average for the district being as much as 41’17 inches. 
As elsewhere, it has been observed in this district that famine does 
not necessarily result so much from deficient rainfall as from an 
early cessation of the monsoon, which prevents the kharif harvest 
from attaining matmity, and also causes a contraction of the area 
sown for the winter crops. 
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With its bad reputation for unhealtliiness^ it is only to be 
expected that the death-rate should be higher in Kheri than in 
many other parts of Oudh. At the same time it is less than in 
the adjoining district of Bahraich, where the physical conditions 
are very similar. According to the returns, the death-rate from 
1871 to 1880 was only 23*28 per mille ; but this was undoubtedly 
too low and may be ascribed to a defective system of record. For 
the following decade the average was 30*09^ and from 1891 to 
1900 it was as much as 36*37 per mille as against 37*47 for the same 
period in Bahraich. The highest rate ever recorded was that of 
1894, an abnormally wet year, when it rose to 63*15 per mille, 
and the lowest in 1901, when it was only 28*9. The birth-rate, 
on the other hand, generally exceeds that of deaths by a consid- 
erable margin. From 1891 to 1900 the average was 40*09 per 
mille, and since the famine of 1897 up to 1904 it was no less 
than 48*09,* The general unhealthiness of the district is 
to some extent illustrated by the returns of the principal 
causes of death \ and although these are seldom accurate, they 
show very clearly the relative position of the prevailing 
diseases.f 

By far the most common is fever, which is everywhere pre- 
valent, but especially in the forest tracts. In the police circles of 
Palia, Bhira and Mghasan it is especially fatal, and the death- 
rate in these three circles is far higher than in other parts. 
Fever reaches its maximum in the months of August, September, 
and October, and attacks natives and Europeans alike. The 
inhabitants ascribe the prevalence of fever and of the resultant 
bowel complaints in a large measure to the petroleum or liquid 
bitumen which is frequently found floating on the surface of the 
well water. The returns from 1871 to 1901 show that out of the 
total number of deaths recorded, no less than 84*5 per cent, were 
ascribed to fever, and in some years the proportion is very much 
higher. 

The district is from time to time visited by severe epidemics 
of cholera. The early records are unreliable ; but from 1871 to 
1880 the annual mortality was 865, more than half the deaths 
occurring in the last year alone. In the following decade there 

• Appendix, Table III. ] ' f Appendix^ Table IV. 
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were severe outbreaks in 1882 and 1883, but these were altoge- 
ther eclipsed by the great epidemic of 1890, when over 11,500 
persons died of this disease. The annual average for the ten 
years amounted to 2,262. From 1891 to 1900 cholera was 
always present in the district; but the worst epidemics were those 
of 1892 and 1894, which together carried off over 11,000 persons. 
In only three years since 1871 have the number of deaths from 
this cause been under 100. 

Small-pox was formerly very prevalent in this district, but 
of late years has greatly declined in intensity, and in 1900 the 
returns were for the first time on record blank. From 1871 to 
1880 the average mortality was 1,113 annually; there were no 
exceptional epidemics, and the disease appeared constantly every 
year. During the following ten years the average was very 
much higher, being nearly 2,000 a year; but in this case the 
mortality was due chiefly to the outbreaks in 1883, 1884 and 
1888. Since that time there have been no similar epidemics, 
although in 1893 and 1897 the number of deaths was over 1,000, 
The improvement that has taken place in this connection can 
only be ascribed to the spread of vaccination. Preventive 
measures were first adopted in 1870 ; but for the next twenty 
years very little progress was made, the average number of vac- 
cinations being less than 2,600 annually. In 1890, however, a 
rapid improvement was observed, no less than 6,636 persons 
being vaccinated, while two years later the number had more 
than doubled, and in 1894 it rose to over 27,600. During the 
next ten years the number rose steadily, the annual average for 
the decade being 30,200, while in 1901 the number of successful 
primary vaccinations was over 36,000- The result is that the 
district is now better protected than many other parts of Oudh, 
and nearly 22 per cent. c£ the population have been vaccinated— 
a figure which is only surpassed in Sitapur, Hardoi and 
Lucknow. The vaccination establishment consists of an assis- 
tant superintendent and 22 vaccinators under the charge of 
the civil surgeon. The cost, which amounts to some Rs. 2,260 
annually, is mainly met by the district board, while contribu- 
tions are also made by taluqdars and the towns of Lakhimpur 
and Muhamdi. i 
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The district remained free from plague for a longer period Plague* 
than any other part of Oudh, and up to the present the ravages 
of this disease have been very slight. The first outbreak 
occurred in November 1903^ when there were four deaths, the 
infection having been carried from the Sitapur district. There 
were only six deaths in the following month, while in January 
1904 there was a slight increase, and in the next month a few 
cases occurred at Lakhimpur, Muhamdi, Kheri, Palia and 
Maikalganj ; but the death-rate fell off in March, and by May 
the district was entirely free. 

The first statistics of infirmities were collected at the census infirmi* 
of 1881. The returns then showed 104 lunatics, 3,216 blind 
persons, 940 deaf-mutes, and 329 lepers. These figures were, it 
would seem, only approximately accurate, for at the following 
census there were considerable variations. The number of insane 
persons fell to 80, of blind persons to 2,549, and of lepers to 239, 
whil^ deaf-mutes increased to 1,080. In 1901 there was a 
general decrease, save in the case of insanity, 141 persons being 
thus afflicted. Lepers numbered 174, a far lower figure than in 
any other part of Oudh. Only 1,418 persons were blind, again 
a very insignificant number, the decrease being probably due to 
the great disappearance of small-pox and the spread of vaccina- 
tion. Ophthalmic disorders are, however, fairly prevalent, as 
both ophthalmia and conjunctivitis are common during the 
summer months. In the case of deaf-mutes the decline was most 
remarkable, the total number of afflicted persons being 295, in 
striking contrast to the neighbouring districts of Oudh and 
especially those beyond the Ghagra. It would seem that goitre 
is not so prevalent in this district as in those to the east, and 
this appears to be also the case in Pilibhit, Naini Tal and the 
other other submontane districts further west. Such oases as 
occur are confined to the north of the district and especially to 
the immediate neighbourhood of the Chauka, the water of which 
river is supposed to cause this disease. The total number of per- 
sons afflicted under all heads was only 2,028, which is less by 
one-third than the general average for Oudh. 

Zk 




CHAPTER II. 


Agbicultuee and Commeece. 

Kheei has at all times been the most backward district of Cultivat- 
Oudhj a necessary result of its geographical position. With an 
unhealthy climate, an unusually large proportion of forest, and 
wide tracts of land which are in the highest degree precarious, it 
is only to be expected that the cultivated area should be small 
and fluctuating. To these causes must be added the diflSculty of 
obtaining cultivators in suflScient numbers, with the resultant effects 
of low and favoured rents and the absence of competition to induce 
any unusual effort to obtain more from the soil than is sufScient 
for bare existence. On the other hand there has been much 
improvement since the annexation of Oudh. From 1859, when 
order had been restored a'fter the mutiny, steady progress has 
been maintained, although cheeked from time to time by adverse 
seasons and other calami bies such as floods and epidemics among 
men and beasts. The first records of cultivation were those of 
the revenue survey of 1865, when the area under the plough was 
793,942 acres or 53 per cent, of the whole, excluding the reserved 
forests and the jungle grants. A partial resurvey was made ten 
years later and it was then observed that in all of the eight par- 
ganas so treated, except Bhur, there had been a decrease of cultiva- 
tion, owing to severe epidemics and various causes, and that the 
cultivated area was only 778,616 acres or 61 per cent. It was 
considered probable that the decline had been really much greater, 
as in several parganas which were left untouched the loss of cattle 
in 1871 had been very severe and the exodus of cultivators no less 
extensive. Annual returns were not prepared till 1885; and it 
was then ascertained that the district had fully recovered, for no 
less than 826,974 acres were under the plough. This was, however, 
an abnormal season, as the average area for the ten years ending 
in 1893 was 807,760 acres, althoi^h in the last half of the decade 
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the district was in a more flotirishing condition than ever previ- 
ously, and in 1892 the cultivated area amounted to nearly 840,000 
acres. From 1893 there was a marked decline owing first to a 
succession of exceptionally wet seasons, and then to the famine of 
1896-97, when no more than 716,809 acres were under the plough. 
The next two years were occupied by the survey and no returns 
are available; but in 1900 the recovery was fairly established 
and in the following year the increase in cultivation was no less 
than 90,000 acres. Thus, whereas the average from 1894 to 1897 
inclusive was only 761,700, from 1900 to 1904 it was no less than 
842,000 acres, the highest figure on record being reached in the 
last year, when 54 per cent, of the land, excluding the forest area, 
was cultivated. If the proportion does not appear much greater 
than that attained in 1865, it must be remembered that the total 
area has been very largely swelled by the resumption of jungle 
grants, the addition during the forty years being over 1,32,000 
acres, almost all of which is still uncultivated, so that the develop- 
ment of the more settled portions has really been very remark- 
able. 

The proportion varies greatly in different parts of the district. 
At the first regular settlement the average for the headquarters 
tahsil was 52 per cent., for Muhamdi 60 per cent, and for Nigha- 
san 44 per cent. The highest rate was observed in the Kheri 
pargana, followed by Magdapur, Paila and Pirozabad; and the 
lowest in Khairigarh, Kukra-Mailani and Palia, which have the 
greatest proportion of forest. The relative position of the various 
parganas has undergone but little change in subsequent years. 
The Lakhimpur tahsil in 1904 had 57 per cent, cultivated, while 
. in Muhamdi the average had risen to 61 per cent, and in Mghasan 
^ the change was very small, only 46 per cent, of the area being under 
, the plough. Pargana Kheri easily maintained the foremost place 
^ with over 72 per cent., and next came Paila and the lighter soils 
^ of Muhamdi. The least developed tracts were the same as before, 
. Palia showing less than 15 per cent, under tillage. 

^ The area classed as culturable at the first survey, in addition 
, to the, land actually bearing crops, was 522,672 acres or 35 per ceiit. 
of the whole. The term is a vague one, and at different times has 
. had different significations, It now includes the grove area, to 
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which reference has been made in the preceding chapter, fallow, 
both old and new, and culturable waste, as well as land prepared 
for sugarcane. The last in 1904 covered 5,356 acres, and the 
difference in quality between this and the uncultivated waste 
illustrates the comprehensive character of the general heading* 
Fallow and waste together amounted in 1904 to 534,788 acres or 
3-28 per cent, of the whole area, excluding the forests, as before. 

A large proportion of this is undoubtedly too poor ever to repay 
the cost of tillage. Old fallow, 116,565 acres, is not much better 
than a considerable portion of the culturable waste, and the same 
may be said in this district of the bulk of the new fallow, 104,166 
acres. The presence of so large an area of land temporarily 
abandoned is due to the general style of cultivation in the dis- 
trict. In many parts, it is true, the tenants find it necessary to 
allow the land to lie waste for a year or two, but more often its 
existence is due to the casual character of the tillage, which fluc- 
tuates to an extraordinary extent in the northern parganas. 

Half the fallow of each kind is to be found in the Nighasan 
tahsil and the bulk of the remainder in the tract between the 
Chauka and the Ul. In the southern and more settled parganas 
there is but little, and here the culturable waste is almost all 
jungle which has not yet been cleared — a very different type of 
waste from the broad expanses of open grass land that are so fre- 
quently to be seen in the north. Such land can, and probably 
will, to some extent be brought under cultivation. Since the 
last settlement the area has been largely reduced, while the fallow 
area has remained practically constant. The reduction of the 
former has been some 48,000 acres, cultivated within recent years; 
while the rest of the new cultivation has come for the most part 
out of the land classed as uncultiirable — a striking illustration of 
the general looseness of the classification of untilled areas. 

The soils in this district ar^ generally the same as in the Soili. 
rest of northern Oudh : sandy bhur in the more elevated portions 
and along the high banks of the rivers ; loam or dumat in the 
level uplands ; and matiar or clay in the depressions* All these, 
however, are capable of great variations : there is for instance a 
great difference between the loam left as an alluvial deposit by 
the Chauka after the annual floods and the light but fertile soil 
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which is called by the same name in the Kheri pargana and else- 
where. The former is often distinguished, as in Sitapur, by the 
name of p<m ; it yields fine crops for a short time, but is quickly 
exhausted. Another peculiar soil is that known as tapar, which 
is found beyond the Chauka : it is of a light gritty description and 
of very poor productive power. It is locally classed as bhur, but 
is altogether different from the soil generally known by that 
name. Clay again varies, from the stiff unworkable variety in 
which rice can alone be grown, and that after abundant rain, to a 
much more tractable kind in Mghasan and Khairigarh, where it 
is held in high esteem. At the first regular settlement the 
assessed area was divided into three classes of soil ; but the first was 
all loam, the second clay, and the third bhv,r including tapar. The 
percentages were 58, 23 and 19 respectively, but the classification 
was almost too rough to be of great use. First class soil also 
included manured lands, which amounted to 10 per cent., and 
probably corresponded with what is now styled goind, the highly 
cultivated lands in the immediate vicinity of the homestead. At 
the last settlement the conventional and natural classifications 
were used conjointly. A separate class was allotted to both 
gomd and bhur; but loam was united with manjhar, and clay 
with polo, the usual term for outlying and casual cultivation. 
The result of this classification was that goind occupied 10‘9 per 
cent., duraat and 'manjhar 67'2 per cent., maUci/r and palo 24*3 
per cent., and bhur 7*6 per cent, of the cultivated area. There 
are naturally great variations in the several proportions in differ- 
ent parts of the district, and the predominating soils in the various 
parganas are pointed out in the separate articles at the end of this 
volume. Generally speaking, it may be said that most of the 
bhv/r is in the Muhamdi tahsil j clay is always to be found in the 
depresaons, especially in Paila, Kukra, along the Shahjahanpur 
border, the Kunawat tract in Khairigarh, and along the Jamwari 
in Kheri ; and the highest percentage of goind is to be found in 
Kheri, Haidarabad, and the better portions of the Muhamdi 
tahsil. 

Generally it may be asserted that in this part of the pr-ovince 
floods rather than drought are chiefly to be feared, and their 
occurrence causes more distress than famine. A series of wet 
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years must necessarily ajffect the lowlying tracts and result in 
saturation^ while a subsequent drought; as was the case in 1896; 
will be actually benefidal. These inundations are very destruc- 
tive in almost the whole river tract, and especially in Dhaurahra, 
Firozabad and Srinagar along the course of the Chauka. Satura- 
tion is also liable to occur in the western portions of Muhamdi 
and Pasgawan beyond the Gumti, the north of Aurangabad where 
there is a large extent of lowlying swamp, Paila and the south of 
Haidarabad, in which the jhils are apt to overflow and damage the 
neighbouring fields, the east of Kukra-Mailani, and along the 
natural drainage lines in Kasta. Drought, on the other hand, may 
always be expected to affect the trans-Gumti tract and the Parehar 
between the Gumti and the Kathna, while the central portion 
between the latter Aver and the U1 will suffer to a less extent, 
the damage being mainly confined to those parts usually irrigated 
from tanks. West of the Kathna the land is for the most part 
high and sandy and the sub-soil is too light to admit of the con- 
struction of unprotected wells ; hut in times of scarcity the loss can 
be minimised in the more favourably situated villages by render- 
ing prompt assistance in well construction. These conclusions are 
amply borne out by a consideration of the effects on this district 
of the droughts of 1877 and 1886 which resulted in so great a 
distress elsewhere. 

The style of cultivation to be seen in this district is as varied 
as the parganas themselves. Nowhere, indeed, do we find that 
careful and minute tillage which characterises the highly develop- 
ed districts of central and southern Oudh ; but there is a vast 
difference between the standard of husbandry in pargana Kheri, 
for instance, and in the parts beyond the Chauka. In the more 
settled parganas, where numbers of Kurmis and other good tenants 
are to be found, the cultivation is fair and sometimes good ; but 
in the north the large holdings, the unhealthy climate and the 
preoariousness arising from floods and wild animals result in 
careless and slovenly tillage. An unusually large proportion of 
the land is held by non-resident tenants, and the result of this is 
at once apparent. Manure is hardly ever used in the northern 
parganas, and indeed is scarcely needed owing to the universal 
practice of leaving the land fallow for long periods. South of the 
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TJl mucli of the land is very well manured, especially in the 
sugar-producing parganas of Kheri, Haidarabad, Paila and 
Muhamdi, where the capacity of the soil has been so improved by 
constant high cultivation that it is now equal to almost any in 
Ondh. But elsewhere the general backwardness of Kheri is 
illustrated by the prevalence of mixed crops and the absence of 
any regular system of rotation. 

Hairests. - There are the usual harvests called by the usual names, the 
fcharif or autumn, the rabi or spring, and the zaid or additional 
harvest. The last is of very little importance in this district, 
and for the three years ending 1904 the average area sown 
in this harvest was only 2,349 acres. Two-thirds of this was in 
the Nighasan tahsil and the bulk of the remainder in the Bhur 
and Srinagar parganas of Lakhimpur. Almost the whole area is 
taken up by melons and vegetables. The former are very 
largely grown in the Firozabad, Dhaurahra and Mghasan 
parganasj this crop being always found- in the alluvial soil 
near the rivers. The early millet, known as sanwan, which 
is fairly common in Sitapur, is practically unknown in this dis- 
trict. The relative position of the kharif and rabi harvests 
varies according to the season, especially in the eastern and 
northern parganas, where, if the floods are not excessive, valuable 
kharif crops are raised; while the rabi, though less precarious, is 
always of an inferior quality. At the first regular settlement the 
kharif covered 429,530 acres or 60-8 per cent, of the cultivation, 
as against 320,219 acres or 46'3, per cent, occupied by the rabi. 
For the five years preceding the second settlement the propor- 
tions were 70*7 and 54-5 per cent, respectively, and in the year of 
settlement the difference was very much more marked. The 
averages for the four years ending in 1904 were 682,618 acres 
sown in the kharif, and 422,041 acres in the rabi harvest, the 
proportions being nearly 58 and 42 per cent. These figures are 
for the whole district, but in the Muhamdi tahsil the rabi 
actually exceeded the kharif by over 11,000 acres, while in 
Nighasan the latter covered more than double the 
area of the former — results which clearly illustrate the very 
different conditions prevailing in different parts of the 
district. 
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The most noticeable feature in the recent history of agricul- 
ture in this district is the enormous development of the system 
of double-cropping; resulting from an increased revenue demand 
and the desire to obtain an increased produce from the land. At 
the first regular settlement only 48,750 acres or 6*1 per cent, of 
the land cultivated bore two crops in the year, but by 1886 the 
area so treated was no less than 151,441 acres or over J8 per 
cent. As in other cases the amount varies with the season, but 
the increasSe has, as a rule, been steadily maintained, and only in 
1888 and 1900 did it fall short of this figure : in 1891 it reached 
the unusual amount of 249,344 acres. Altogether from 1884 to 
1893 the average was 20 per cent, of the cultivation, and for the 
next ten years over 23 per cent. The amount varies greatly in 
different parts of the district ; the highest proportion is to be 
found in the Nighasan tahsil, where a second crop is usually 
raised by sowing broadcast on the rice-fields, and it is much 
lower than elsewhere in the dry parganas of Muhamdi. The 
details for each pargana of the district in 1904 will be found in 
•the appendix.* 

Eice is by far the most important crop in the district, and in 
each of the tahsils it occupies over 30 per cent, of the area culti- 
vated in the kharif. As in Sitapur, there has been an enormous 
increase in the rice area since the first regular settlement, the 
acreage under this staple having almost doubled. Many differ- 
ent varieties of rice are grown, the species varying with the 
nature of the soil; In the lowlands jarhan rice is most common, 
but its cultivation is generally slovenly ; transplantation is not 
generally practised, and the crop is consequently more uncertain 
than in other districts. Beyond the Chauka jarhan rice is 
almost invariably sown broadcast. Elsewhere the principal 
kind is that known as anjana^ and this is very frequently 
mixed with kodon, apparently for the reason that one will suc- 
ceed if the other fail, whatever be the nature of the season, wet 
or dry, while an average rainfall will give good yield from both. 
The two crops mixed are called dhanhudwa^ and the produce is 
generally ground together for home consumption. Some of the 
rice is of an excellent quality, and that grown . round Aliganj in 
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Btur is especially famous. An excellent kind known as kar- 
ma/nd is grown in small quantities in Oel, Paila and a few other 
places. The outturn in the lowlands depends on the nature of 
the floods, as the rice dies if the plant is entirely submerged for 
more than a few daysj on the other hand, if the rains arc late 
the area sown is much diminished, as rice is generally grown in 
clay lands which require to be moistened before they can be 
ploughed. 

Next to rice comes kodon, which is very largely grown in 
the Lakhimpur and Nighasan tahsils and there occupies on an 
average over 18 per cent, of the kharif harvest, although in 
Muhamdi it is cultivated to the extent of less than four per cent. 
Its place is there taken by the larger millets, bajra and juar, of 
which there is very little to be seen to the north of the Ul. 
The former is the more common, as it constitutes the staple crop 
in the hhur tracts of Muhamdi. The pulses, urd, mung and 
moth, are very, extensively grown in Muhamdi and Lakhimpur, 
averaging about 21 and 17 per cent, respectively ; but in Nigha- 
san the area is much smaller, being little more than six per cent, 
of the kharif harvest. Another important kharif crop is maize, 
but its distribution is extremely irregular. There is hardly 
any in the Muhamdi tahsil, but it is extensively grown in the 
northern portion of Lakhimpur, while in Nighasan it occupies 
over 36 per cent, of the kharif area, there holding an oven more 
prominent position than rice. It is chiefly grown in the drier 
parts of the lowlands, and in favourable seasons it does exceed- 
ingly weU. 

Probably the most valuable of aU the kharif crops is stigarcano, 
which has long been cultivated to an extent that is surprisingly 
large for so backward a district. The cause of this lies partly in 
its vicinity to Shahjahanpur, the great sugar mart of eastern 
Rohilkhand. There is comparatively little cultivation in the 
Nighasan tahsil, but the averages for the throe years ending 
1904 were 9'21 per cent, of the kharif area in Lakhimpur and 
11 '08 per cent, in Muhamdi. The chief sugar-producing parganas 
are Muhamdi, Haidarabad, Kheri and Paila. The cane grown 
in the neighbourhood of Saidarabad is of a very superior quality 
and is in high demand for the manufacture of candy. The cane 
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is crushedin the villages and the produce usually sold in the form 
of guT at the Lakhimpur^ Gola and Muhamdi markets. 

There are no other kharif crops of any importance. Cotton 
is almost unknown in this district, except in the parganas of 
Muhamdi and Pasgawan. The Muraos and Kachhis keep a 
fairly large area under garden crops. These are of the usual 
varieties and include chillies in thenorthandthe ordinary vegeta- 
bles, spices and condiments found throughout Oudh. In Bhur, 
Srinagar, Paila and Nighasan turmeric is cultivated to a consider- 
able extent, especially in the lighter soils ; its culture is of compa- 
ratively recent introduction, but the crop is a profitable one, although 
the price has greatly fallen during the past thirty years. One of 
its chief advantages is that no animal will touch it, and conse- 
quently in Paila the turmeric ^fields alone require no fencing. 
Indigo was once tried in this district, but its cultivation has long 
been extinct j tea cultivation was also attempted by the grantees, 
but without success. 

The rabi crops are practically the same as those prevailing 
throughout northern Oudh, but both cultivation and outturn are 
generally inferior. In all the tahsils of the district wheat heads 
the list. Sown alone, it averages 31 per cent, of the rabi harvest, 
while in combination with other crops it covers an additional 
18 per cent. The area under pure wheat has largely increased 
of late years, but the practice of mixing crops is still eminently 
characteristic of the district and its cultivation. Wheat is sown 
in combination with barley, gram, peas and linseed, and these 
together cover almost the entire rabi area. Generally speaking, 
barley takes the place of wheat in the inferior soils and also in 
the partially cleared tracts, as this crop is not, when in the ear, so 
liable to the depredations of wild animals. It thus predominates 
in Aurangabad, Magdapur and Paila, but its cultivation has 
been very extensively replaced by that of wheat during recent 
years. Gram, which is largely grown as a second crop after rice, 
is extensively cultivated in the Muhamdi and Lakhimpur tahsils ; 
but in Nighasan it is scarce, except in the pargana of Khairigarh. 
In Dhaurahra and Firozabad its place is taken by peas and 
masur; the latter is to be found in all the other parganas of the 
district, but the area under this crop is small except in Bhur and 
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Srinagar. In the lo-vrlying tracts, linseed is also produced in consi- 
derable quantities, but elsewhere it is generally sown in combina- 
tion with other staples. Mention should also be made of the rape 
crop, which is very popular throughout the Nighasan tahsil, where it- 
covered nearly 12,000 acres in 1904; castor oil too is extensively 
grown in the south-eastern parganas of the same tahsil. 

The other rabi crops are of very little importance, with the 
possible exception*of tobacco, of which a considerable amount, of a 
very fair quality, is grown in the Nighasan tahsil and in parts of 
Srinagar. There is very little opium produced in Kheri ; its culti- 
vation was started after annexation, but was temporarily abandoned 
in 1876 ; its subsequent reintroduction has been attended with but 
poor results, and on an average little more than 1,600 acres are 
occupied by this crop. It is chiefly to be found in the Kurmi vil- 
lages of the Kheri, Srinagar, Firozabad and Dhaurahra parganas. 

The area irrigated is always very small in proportion to the 
cultivation. Statistics of irrigation are always liable to be mislead- 
ing, and this is especially the case in Kheri, for not only does the area 
vary greatly according to the nature of the season, but a large portion 
of the district has practically no need of irrigation. The whole of 
the Nighasan tahsil lies low, much of it being subject to inundation, 
so that artificial watering is neither necessary nor practicable, The 
same applies to the lowlying parganas of the Lakhimpur tahsil 
which come within the influence of Chauka, so that the proportion 
of irrgated to cultivated land gives no correct impression as to the 
state of affairs in those parts in which irrigation is regularly prac- 
tised. To illustrate this it is merely necessary to look at the figures 
given in the appendix for the year 1904.* It will there be seen that 
the totalirrigated area was 112,677 acres or 12’8 per cent, of thetotal 
cultivation;butinalltahsilNighasanonly397 acres were irrigated, 
while in Kukra-Mailani, Bhur and Srinagar the amount was also 
very small. If these, however, be excluded, the proportion for the 
rest of the district was very nearly 23 per cent. — a figure which 
compares fairly closely with the results obtained for the same 
year in the neighbouring district of Sitapur, In the parganas 
of Pasgawan and Muhamdi the proportions were 31'6 and 32*9 
per cent, respectively, which is well up to the general average for 
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Oudh, not excluding the more highly-developed districts. On 
the other hand^ it may be fairly asserted that even in the best 
parganas the character of the irrigation should not be measured 
by the area irrigated. Cultivation is far more slovenly than in 
the highly tilled districts and the holdings are far larger ; for 
this reason, tod also because of the general dependence of the 
cultivators on the winter rains, which are more reliable here than 
in southern Oudh by reason of the closer proximity of the hills, 
the fields which are recorded as irrigated seldom obtain more than 
one watering in the ra bi harvest. Besides, irrigation from wells is 
both expensive and irregular by reason of the nature of the subsoil 
in most places, and the people assert that the water of the tanks 
is too cold for the crops, although this excuse appears a poor one. 

Records of the area irrigated are available since the year Irrigated 

1885. They were also compiled at the first regular settlement • 
but the statistics were not very reliable owing to confusion 
between irrigated and irrigable land. It was then ascertained 
that 12 per cent, of the cultivated area was irrigated, and that 
65 per cent, of this was supplied from wells and the rest from 
tanks and other sources. The proportion was then, as now, 
highest in the Muhamdi, Pasgawan and Paila parganas. Prom, 

1885 onwards the annual variations have been considerable. 

For the first ten years the average was 81,288 acres or 10*01 per 
cent, of the cultivation, but the total ranged from 99,650 acres or 
12*44 per cent, in 1890 to only 48,620 acres or 6*08 per cent, in 

1886. From 1895 to 1904 the recorded average was much lower, 
at any rate till 1897 ; there were no records prepared in 1898 and 
1899 on account of the settlement, but in 1900 the total was 
much larger than ever before and the level then reached has been 
since maintained, although at the same time cultivation has been 
widely extended. The average for the first four years of the 
decade was no more than 21,917 acres, or 3*03 per cent, of the 
cultivated area, probably a lower figure than in any other 
part of the United Provinces; while for the four years ending 
with 1904 it was 100,413 acres or 11*9 per cent., indicating a 
resumption of normal conditions. The last year showed the 
greatest amount of irrigation ever recorded ; but the cultivation 
had also reached a higher figure than in any previous year. 
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Water for irrigation is obtained from wellsj tanks and to a 
very small extent from the minor streams. The large rivers are 
not employed at all for this purpose, owing to the nature of the 
country in their vicinity, as when it is not lowlying farm it is 
usually high and sandy, and consequently beyond the reach of 
water. At the first regular settlement the areas irrigated from 
wslls and other sources were approximately equal : the former pre- 
dominated in the Muhamdi tahsil, and the latter in Lakhimpur, 
especially in the parganas of Kheri and Srinagar. Of recent years 
there has been a marked increase in the direction of well irriga- 
tion; this was strikingly illustrated at the timo of the last 
assessment, when the area watered from wells was 67 ,381 acres and 
that irrigated from other sources only 1G,361 acres. The average 
proportions for the three years ending in 1904 wore 63‘3 and 36'7 
per cent, respectively. The change is an indication of improve- 
ment, for the tanks are an uncertain source of supply, failing 
when most required. In the Kheri and Paila parganas alone, in 
which there are many large sheets of water, do they provide water 
for a larger area than that irrigated by wells. 

In this district the vast majority of the wells are of tho 
unprotected earthen type. Masonry wells are comparatively a-aro, 
except perhaps in the Kheri and Paila parganas j but their number 
appears to be slowly increasing. The earthen wells vary in 
character according to the locality and the depth at which water 
is found below the surface. This averages about 26 foot in the 
tract south of the Ul; but the variations are great, from 40 feet in 
Magdapur to ten feet in the depressions of Paila and elsewhere. 
The deep wells are large, and the water is usually raised by moans 
of a pwr or large leathern bucket drawn as a rule by four men; as 
in Sitapur, bullocks are less commonly employed. Such wells are 
locally known as chaujania, and are found in Muhamdi, Ka.sta, 
Kheri, Pasgawan and part of Paila. Elsewhere the dhmMi or 
pot and lever system is used, or else the double pot and pulley. 
The small wells last for a very short time owing to the friable nature 
of the subsoil ; they will irrigate about two acres in a month and then 
fall in, and at all times much labour is expended in clearing out 
the sand from the bottom. In some cases they are supported by 
a lining of arhar stalks ; but, even so, they will rarely last for a year. 
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In the case of tanks and jhils the water is raised in heris or 
wicker baskets by a series of lifts, the nnmber varying with the 
height of the fields above the water. This method is generally 
in vogue throughout Oudh, and calls for no special mention. The 
labour is great and tedious, but the cost is reckoned on an 
average to be somewhat less than that of well irrigation. The 
same system is employed where the streams and watercourses are 
dammed, as is the case in parts of the Pasgawan, Paila, Kheri 
and Muhamdi parganas, and also in a few other places. The 
area thus irrigated is, however, very small, amounting altogether 
to less than 5,000 acres in 1904. 

Owing to its geographical position the district is not liable 
to suffer severely from famines. The rainfall is above the average 
for Oudh and never occurs in such defect as to cause the entire 
loss of a harvest. This is especially the case in the north of the 
district, and there in times of scarcity the partial failure of a 
crop is to some extent compensated by the work provided by the 
forest department, and is also mitigated by the fact that the 
population is to a large extent pastoral. In former years, how- 
ever, considerable distress was experienced on account of the 
scarcity of grain as, owing to the inaccessibility of the tract, 
importation from abroad was practically impossible. 

The records of early famines are very meagre. It is said that 
there was a severe distress in 1769, and again in the great famine 
year of 1783, when, according to tradition, a very heavy mortality 
occurred from starvation. No details are, however, available 
with regard to this famine, nor is anything known of that of 1887, 
in another year of drought. In more recent times there was scarcity 
in 1865, 1869 and 1874, caused on every occasion by deficiency 
of water. In 1878 there were no regular rains to the north of 
the TJl, and the rice crop was in most places a failure; while at 
Eheri itself the rainfall aggregated 29 inches, it is said that not 
more than 12 inches fell in the parganas of Khairigarh, Nigha- 
san, Dhaurahra and Bhur. The people appear to have had 
considerable resources, but the trouble was caused by the short- 
ness of the market, as grain was not obtainable at any price. 
The deficiency was met by importations from the southern 
paj^anas by the taluqdars. The rabi harvest in the north was 
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also a comparativo failure, but south of the U1 it was fairly 
good* In January, 1874, the cheapest grain reached 18 sers—a 
price which at that time rendered distress unavoidable. The 
scarcity was most felt in the two months before the reaping of 
the rabi harvest ; but the sparse population of the northern par- 
ganas simplified the question of supply and no marked result 
ensued from the failure of the crop from a single season. 

The total rainfall in 1877 was in marked defect, especially 
in the Nighasan tahsil, although the actual amount was large as 
compared with that of other districts. Good falls had occurred in 
the early months of the year, and from January to May the average 
for the whole district was eight inches. There was a fair fall in 
June,but very little in July and August, and in the latter months 
less than an inch fell in the Kheri tahsil and under three inches 
in Nighasan. September was practically rainless. No rain 
whatever was recorded at Kheri, while in Muhamdi there was 
only one, and in Nighasan two small showers* The average for 
the district from June to September was only 16*6 inches. Fair 
showers fell in October and again in December, which brought 
up the average for the whole year to 31*1 inches. The result was 
that west of the Kathna the kharif crop was an entire failure as 
the rain in the beginning of June was too early for the general 
sowings. East of the Kathna the fall was more favourable, but 
the crop did not average more than one-fourth of the normal. 
Prices consequently rose, and this result was heightened by the 
extensive exportations from the district which had been going on 
since the beginning of the year. Prom 27 sera in Juno wheat 
rose to 8*6 sera in September; it fell again during the next three 
months, but reached almost the same high point in January and 
February, after which the fair rabi harvest saved the situation. 
The price of wheat and barley remained fairly high throughout 
1878, but at the same time was much lower than in the more dis- 
tressed districts. Bice remained at a high level for a longer 
period and did not fall till the kharif harvest. The agricultur- 
ists of the district managed fairly well throughout the scarcity; 
but the labourers and .those who lived on small fixed wages 
suffered to a considerable extent. At the same time the distress 
was insignificant as compared with that in Sitapur and Hardoi^ 
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and only a small measure of relief was found necessary. Poor- 
houses were opened in different places and altogether a sum of 
Es. 3,022 was thus expended, nearly the whole of this being met 
from private subscriptions. Work was provided on some of the 
roads ; but the total number of people employed barely amounted 
to 3,000. These works were confined to the improvement of the 
roads from Lakhimpur to Shahjahanpur and from Gola to Aliganj. 
The land revenue was for the most part collected in full, and the 
outstanding demand of Es. 29,809 was realized in the following 
year. The bulk of this balance was either nominal or else carried 
over from the preceding year : the real balance for 1877-78 being 
only Es. 1,700. 

The subsequent harvests were fairly consistently good for 
a series of years after this famine and no scarcity occurred in the 
district till 1896. Prior to this, however, there had been a succes- 
sion of seasons with an unusually heavy rainfall, which had 
caused much deterioration in the lowlying tracts. This fact 
accounted for the decline in cultivation in the riverain parganas 
and also in the hhur area where the sandy soil suffered from the 
constant moisture much in the same way as the parganas along 
the Gumti in Sitapur. Consequently the resources of the people 
were reduced to a low ebb and they were from the first unable 
to withstand the effects of the ensuing drdught. 

The failure of the rains in 1896 reduced the cultivated area 
all over the district. There was considerable distress in the 
trans-Guinti and Parehar tracts, but in the parganas to the north 
of the TJl the dryness of the season improved the condition of the 
saturated land and was followed by an extension of cultivation. 
The rainfall in 1896 was somewhat less than the average, but to 
no unusual extent. In June the district received 7*92 inches, 
the fall being greatest in the Nighasan tahsil; for July the total 
was 10*2 inches, which was somewhat less than the normal, but 
in August there was a generally good rain, the average being 
20 inches. The fall then ceased, and there was practically no 
rain in September and October. The result was that the kharif 
harvest was much better than in the adjoining districts and was 
estimated at nearly three- fourths of the average : and the distress 
in Kheri was chiefly caused by the high prices prevailing 
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elsewhere. The Muhamdi tahsil was farmoreaflFectedthan other 
parts, for maize, which did well in the other subdivisions of the 
district, is hardly grown there at all^ juar and bajra yielded 
only half the normal outturn, and rice gave even worse results. 
The failure of the rains in the autumn caused a very serious 
contraction of the rabi area, which was only 50 per cent, of the 
normal in Muhamdi and less than 60 per cent, over the whole 
district. No necessity was found, however, for relief works till 
the end of Tebruary 1897, and the numbers were at no time 
great. The only works undertaken were the improvement of the 
roads from Lakhimpur to Shahjahanpur, from Muhamdi to 
Aurangabad, and from Gola to Kukra, while the total sum 
expended did not exceed Es. 6,500. In addition to these, how- 
ever, poor-houses were maintained from the end of October and 
small sums were distributed in gratuitous relief and on minor 
village works.. The works on the roads were closed in April, but 
reopened after the rabi harvest and continued till the end of 
August, when all necessity for further relief was at an end. 

The history of prices is intimately connected with that of 
famines, although their rise and fall in past years have con- 
stantly been influenced by other causes. Past records show that 
the average rates for Kheri have been almost always lower than 
those prevailing in other parts of Oudh — a phenomenon which is 
in some measure due to the greater scarcity of money, and also 
to the comparative absence of means of communication facilitat- 
ing an export trade. In the early years of the British adminis- 
tration of Oudh it was common to find prices affected by scarcity 
prevailing elsewhere, at least in those districts from which grain 
could be exported by river or otherwise. The Ohauka and 
Kauriala were no doubt used to some considerable extent for the 
conveyance of surplus produce to the markets of Bihar j but owing 
to the lack of internal communications tlio tracts tapped by 
these channels were but a small portion of the district. The 
official refcurns represent the average of tho recorded prices pre- 
vailing at the tahsil headquarters of Lakhimpur, Gola and 
Muhamdi; and these are deceptive because they represent tho 
rates of a mere corner of the district and have practically no 
connection with those of the more inaccessible parganas, although 
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no doubt the export trade from the riverain tracts tended to 
restore the balance. The construction of the railway, however, 
whereby the most fertile portions were brought under external 
influences, has brought about a great change, to which the 
improvement of the roads has also contributed its share. The 
surplus grain is now conveyed out of the district with compara- 
tive ease, with the result that there is a constantly-increasing 
tendency for Kheri prices to approach closer to the general 
average for Oudh : provided of course that the seasonal conditions 
be normal. This seldom happens in actual practice throughout 
the province, and even in this district alone it is almost impos- 
sible to find years in which the harvests are of equal proportionate 
value in all parts. In dry years the north gains and the south 
loses ; while in wet seasons the reverse is the case. 

The records cannot, therefore, be accepted as altogether correct, 
but they are sufficiently accurate to illustrate the general economic 
development since annexation. Famines and scarcities, not only 
those of 1878 and 1897, upset the averages to a considerable 
extent, but a clearer idea will be obtained by taking the average 
of periods of five or more years. From 1861 to 1875 prices were 
generally low and in spite of temporary fluctuations they had a 
constant tendency to maintain a low level. Common rice averaged 
18*55 standard sers to the rupee, the lowest figures being 24'06 
scrs in 1875 and 23*04 sera in 1862, a year of unusual plenty. 
Wheat averaged 23*97 sers, being over 31 sers in 1862 and 1871 ; 
barley 36*68 sers; juar 33*07 sers; bajra 30*68 sers ; and gram 
24*89 sers. About the middle of this period prices had a ten- 
dency to rise, but they returned to their former position at the 
end, and 1876 was a year of extraordinarily low rates. In spite 
of this, however, there was a marked rise between 1876 and 1885, 
in large measure due to the famine, which not only raised prices 
at home, but probably caused a strong external demand and 
aroused the Kheri farmers to a sense of the possibility of a large 
export trade. The averages for this decade were 15*87 sers for 
rice, 22 sers for wheat, 32*85 sers for barley, 34*68 sers for juar, 
29*54 sers for bajra, and 24*17 sers for gram. The rise was great, 
even if the abnormal rates of 1878 be excluded : in that year rice, 
juar and bajra reached t)ie highest points ever recorded, before or 
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since—a fact which proves that the distress in this district must 
have been very real. In 1886 or thereabouts prices rose through- 
out Oudh, and Kheri exhibited no exception to the general rule. 
This was due to external causes and not to adverse seasons, for 
the harvests were generally good till 1891 and the ensuing series 
of wet years which culminated in the drought of 1896. From 1886 
to 1890 the averages recorded were 14*88 sers for rice, 18*3 sers for 
wheat, 26’37 sera for barley, 24*67 sers for juar, 22*48 sera for bajra, 
and 23*71 sera for gram. From 1891 to 1900 prices ranged higher 
than at any other period in the history of the district. The 
upward tendency was accelerated by bad harvests and declining 
cultivation. The district soon recovered from the famine, but in 
1900 prices were almost as high as they had ever been. During 
the decade rice averaged 12*48 sera, wheat 14*6 sers, barley 
22*51 sers, juar 24*56 sers, bajra 19*83 sers, and gram 17*92 sers. 
During the succeeding four years prices have remained high, but 
with a marked tendency to fall, and in 1904 they had returned to 
the level of 1891 *. it is impossible to prophesy, however, as to future 
movements j but there appears no probability of a return to the 
low rates prevailing before 1886. The question is one of extreme 
importance in this district, owing to the large area held on grain- 
rants : continual high prices tend to effect a revolution in the 
rental system, and much is already to be ascribed to a general 
average increase of some 42*5 per cent, between 1861 and 1901. 

The wages of labour are generally very low in this district 
and do not appear to have risen concurrently with prices. The 
chief reason for this is that agricultural labour is still paid either 
wholly or partly in grain, and consequently the money value of 
the payment keeps pace with the state of the market. There is 
no large industrial population and the artisans, such as smiths 
and carpenters, are for the most part dependents of the landlords 
and receive grants of land as remuneration, or else arc numbered 
among the village servants and are paid in grain at harvest. 
In the towns the various craftsmen are paid according to their 
skill ; but as a rule the average rate of three or four annas a day 
which prevailed in 1876 is not exceeded now. Agricultural 
labourers, when paid in cash, generally obtain two annas a day, 
which is somewhat higher than the old rate ; but the grain 
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wage of 1 J sers daily with a blanket annually is still the general 
rule. Reaping is paid by a share of the crop gathered, usually 
one heap in twenty. Digging is treated as piece work in most 
oases, and when waste land is broken up the common rate ranges 
from two to three highas for a rupee, according to the nature of 
the soil. Ordinarily the method of payment depends on the 
rental system, cash wages being only found in cash-rented lands, 
while elsewhere wages are almost, without exception, paid in 
kind. 

The weights and measures in common use in the district are 
very variable, differing from pargana to pargana and often 
from village to village. Weights in some respects differ from 
those prevailing in the rest of Oudh. The commonest measure 
is, as usual, the panserij but a distinction is here made between 
the pakki and kaehchi panseri. The latter is always five local 
or kachcha sers, while the former varies : in the Lakhimpur and 
Nighasan tahsils it is equivalent to 2*26 standard sers; but in 
Muhamdi it varies from 10 kachcha sers in the Muhamdi and 
Atwa Piparia parganas to 16 such sers in the other parts of the 
tahsil. The local sers vary greatly, and so consequently does the 
panserL The latter is derived theoretically from so many 
gandas, each of which consists of four units, the so-called mad- 
d/ashahi pice of 270 grains each or, according to the mode of 
reckoning in Bahraich, of six units, which in this case would be 
current rupees of 180 grains apiece. The ganda is not, however, 
generally known in this district, although many of the prevailing 
panseris are undoubtedly derived from this source. Such are 
the pameris of 32,400 grains or 30 gandas found in the Kheri 
and Pasgawan parganas ; of 37,800 grains or 38 gandas in Palia 
and the parts of Nighasan about Majhgain ; of 36,100 grains or 
30J gandas in Bhur, Dhaurahra, part of Srinagar and the Simra 
tract of Nighasan ; and probably that of 34,200 grains or roughly 
31i' gandas which is used in Firozabad and part of Srinagar. 
The other panseris are peculiar, as they are admittedly derived 
not from the ganda at all, but from the taka or double pice — a 
unit that is generally recognised in Rohilkhand. This^ccSais 
commonly considered as holt s, ganda, but actually the weight is 
480 grains. The commonest measure in the district is the kachcha 
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pameri of 36,000 grains, or 76 takas, giving a haoMia ser of 
40 tolas, or exactly half the standard weight. This is generally 
used in Kasta, Haidarabad, Magdapur, Paila, Kukra, part of 
Srinagar, Mghasan and Eihairigarh. In Aurangabad the panseri 
is 33,300 grains or roughly 70 takas ; in Muhamdi it is larger, 
being 40,800 grains or 85 takas; and in Atwa Piparia the local 
standard is even higher, &8 the panseri there contains 106 takas, 
the kachcha ser being 66 tolas. For weighing sugar and tobacco 
a large pakka ser is generally employed. This as a rule weighs 
104 tolas, as in Shahjahanpur : its existence is due to the 
allowance made for moisture in the material. 

. Land measures are equally variable. The standard higha 
of 3,026 square yards is generally recognised, but every pargana 
and almost e-very village has its own local or kachcha bigha. 
The unit is everywhere the Aasi or double' pace, and this as the 
saying goes, depends on the length of the patwari’s foot. Two 
basis make a gatha, and ten gathas are the side of a kachcha 
bigha. Where rents are paid in cash, it is obviously to the 
landlord’s advantage to have the bigha as small as possible, and 
then the unit is known as the jamai kasi. In grain-rented lands 
there is no such inducement to lessen the standard, and conse- 
quently a larger measure is employed. The principle is further 
illustrated by the use of a smaller bigha for sugarcane and 
garden crops than for any others. The commonest bigha in this 
district has a side of 27‘6 yards, or half that of the standard 
measure : in this case the kasi is 49*6 inches, and four kachcha 
bighas go to a standard bigha and 6‘4 to the acre. This measure 
generally prevails in the more highly cultivated parts of the 
district, but in the less developed tracts the bigha is larger and 
only five go to an acre. Generally it may be said that a bigha 
is never less than •15,625 and never more than *2 of an acre. It 
should be remembered that in former days it was to the interest 
of both landlord and tenant to have as large a bigha as possible 
in order to make the rent-roll appear small ; but after annexa- 
tion the taluqdar took the place before occupied by the Govern- 
ment, and consequently desired to reduce the local standard. 
This resulted in much litigation, the landlords in one instance 
going so far as to assert the existence of the bavian kasi for 
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sugarcane fields — a measure which is only one-tenth of an 
acre. 

The cultivators of Kheri are probably no less burdened with interest, 
debt than their neighbours in the adjoining districts of Sitapur 
and Hardoi. Owing to their improvidence and other causes they 
are frequently compelled to borrow grain at seed-time, when it 
is dearest, and the loan is repaid at harvest, when prices are low. 

The repayment is made in kind, and consequently the interest is 
high, as in addition to a greater quantity returned as principal, the 
interest almost invariably amounts to one-half the quantity lent, 
while if repayment is deferred for a year, the interest is doubled. 

The system is known as deorha or derhi; occasionally, when the 
grain is cheaper at seed-time, only sawaya, or one-fourth, is 
charged. Cultivators of sugarcane are commonly indebted, by 
reason of the system of advances made by sugar-boilers and 
dealers. When money is so advanced, no interest is charged, but 
the price given for the cane juice is reduced by Es. 2 per 
hundred hachoha maunds. If the value of the cane juice 
supplied by the cultivators is insufficient to cover the advance, a 
balance is struck and carried on to the next year, with interest at 
two annas in the rupee added. The cultivator is also bound to 
make over the juice to the same hhandsari, and will get Es. 3 
or Es. 4 less for every hundred maunds than other tenants. A 
single bad season places the cultivator in pecuniary difficulties, 
from which he will take years to extricate himself, the result 
of this system being that most of the sugar-growers in the tract 
where sugar is refined, and not sold in the form of gur, are bound 
hand and foot to the hhandsari. Interest on cash loans, where 
the principal is small and the period short, is charged at rates 
ranging from half an anna to one anna in the rupee monthly. 

Sums of Es. 40 or Es. 60 are lent to substantial tenants at two or 
three per cent, monthly ; sums of over Es. 100 can be obtained 
by small zamindars on registered bonds at one and a half or two 
per cent, monthly ; while the rate paid on large sums by taluq- 
dars and others on the security of landed property varies from 
ten annas to one rupee per cent, per mensem. Besides these, the 
two systems known as up and ugahi are found in this district, 
as elsewhere, in Oudh. Under the former, which prevails in the 
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pattidari parganas, a money-lender provides a tenant with 
money to pay his rent on promise of receiving or 3 
kaohcha sers of grain for each rupee. If the money is not repaid 
within one month or two months, according to the agreement, 
interest in cash is added. Under the system known as ugahi a 
sum of Es. 10 is borrowed and repaid in twelve monthly instal- 
ments of one rupee each, the amount varying according to the 
circumstances. 

The manufactures and handicrafts of Kheri are very insig- 
nificant. "Weaving and cotton printing, both of the coarsest 
description, are still to be found at Kheri, Amirtaganj and several 
other places in the Kheri pargana ; but the industry has greatly 
declined under the stress of European competition, and the num- 
ber of weavers is small. At the last census there were 4,826 
workers of both sexes, mainly of the Julaha castes ; printing 
appears to be practically extinct, as the returns show only 16 
workers. The pottery of the district calls for no remark, nor do 
the metal industries : the only place where the latter are carried 
on to any extent is Oel in pargana Kheri, and here there is a 
fair output of brass vessels of the ordinary type. The important 
industries connected with sugar cultivation and forest produce 
do not properly rank among manufactures. There are in the 
Muhamdi tahsil, and especially in pargana Pasgawan, a number 
of so-called refineries j but the cane juice is only boiled down into 
gur and thence exported in that form to Shahjahanpur. Of tho 
forest products, the chief are timber in various forms, and the 
drug known as catechu, which is extracted from the khair tree. 

Before the introduction of the railway tho chief outlets of 
trade were the Chauka and Kauriala rivers, both of which arc 
navigable throughout their course, and to a minor extent tho 
Gumti, on which boats can ascend as far as Muhamdi. At the 
present time, however, the river-borne trade is but small. Some 
grain is still carried down the Kauriala to Bahramghat, and 
logs are floated down the Chauka to the same destination; 
charcoal and sal beams are also sent down the Gumti to Euok- 
now. The railway has now become the chief means of communi- 
cation for the portion of the district lying east of the Kathnu 
river, while the Sonaripur branch constitutes the main trade 



Agriculture and Commerce. 


67 


route from Nepal. In the south-west of the district the main 
road from Sitapur to Shahjahanpur is the principal channel of 
trade, produce from the country between the Gumti and Kathna, 
going generally to Sitapur, and from the tract west of the Gumti 
to Shahjahanpur. The more important exports of the district 
are rice, wheat, maize, oilseeds, tobacco, gur and molasses, timber, 
charcoal and forest produce, hides, horns and cattle. The princi- 
pal imports are cloth, refined sugar, salt, kerosine oil, copper 
and iron goods from Lucknow and Cawnpore, brass goods from 
Fatehgarh and elsewhere, and carts and wheels from Pilibhit. 
These commodities, with the addition of tobacco, form the chief 
re-exports into Nepal, while the imports from that territory, 
received in return, are cattle, timber and forest produce, ghi^ 
hides, catechu and spices. 

Since the opening ofthe railway a large area of land, formerly 
under stunted sal or scrub jungle, has been cleared for cultivation, 
while several other changes have taken place of recent years and 
are still occurring. Owing to the breaking up of the grazing land 
there has been a marked decline in cattle-breeding, though this is still 
an important source of income. The fall in the price of refined sugar 
has had the effect of checking its manufacture in this district, for 
though the area under sugarcane has considerably increased of late 
years owing to general agricultural prosperity, the cultivators find it 
more profitable to make gur and sell it at once than to engage a 
hhandsari to manufacture the juice into raK Thirdly, a large 
trade in timber of various kinds, and charcoal, has been created, 
the income from the forests and their produce having been greatly 
enhanced by the improved facilities of transport. Lastly, owing 
to the demand for labour in clearing work, which is always well 
paid, wages have risen all over the district. 

A list of all the bazars and markets in each pargana and 
tahsil will be found in the appendix. Many of these are of 
little importance, merely serving to supply the modest needs of 
the neighbouring villagers. In several cases, too, the status of 
the markets has altered with the change in the trade routes, the 
bulk of the commerce having been diverted from the rivers and 
roadside towns to the bazars within reach of the railway. The 
chief trade centres are now Lakhimpur and Gola, and during the 
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busy season strings of carts may be seen converging on these 
two places from every direction. The chief dep6ts for the 
Nepal trade are now Chandan Chauki, Sonaripur and Dudhwa^ 
on the branch line of railway. 

Another list, given in the appendix, shows all the fairs of 
any size held in the district. These gatherings are in almost 
every instance of a purely religious character, and none have 
any commercial importance except, perhaps, the great assemblages 
at Gola Gokarannath. The majority of the fairs are small 
gatherings, held in the larger villages on the occasion of the 
ordinary Hindu festivals, such as the Eamlila in Kuar, the 
Dasehra in Jeth, the Dhanusjag in Aghan, and the Gaucshlila 
and Jalbihar in Bhadon. They arc of the usual character, and 
are of merely local interest; the largest are the Ramlila at 
Lakhimpur, Gola and Aurangabad, the Dasehra at Muhamdi and 
at Bahadurnagar in pargana Aurangabad, and the Jalbihar at 
Munda in the Srinagar pargana. Other large fairs, attended by 
10,000 people or more, are the Bheryan fair in Jeth at Salompur 
of pargana Kheri, the festival of Mahadeo in Baisakh at Glmzi- 
purinKasta, the monthly fair of Gajmochan Nath at lioslum- 
nagar in Haidarabad, and the Gola fairs ; the last attract pilgrims 
from distant parts, and call for special mention. The ihost 
popular of these gatherings is the Chaiti fair in March, at which 
about 150,000 persons assemble to bathe in the sacred tank. At 
the Sheoratri in February the attendance is about 30,000, and 
other fairs are held on the occasion of the Ramlila and on every 
Amawas. There are but few bathing fairs in the district, the 
chief being those at Nawagaon in Aurangabad, at Barwar in 
Pasgawan, at Dhakarwa Nankar in Nighasan, and at Ramlok in 
Firozabad, the last being the largest. Few of the Muhammadan 
gatherings are of any size. The chief are those in honour of 
Saiyid Khurram at Aurangabad and of Chheda Miyan at Kheri, 
Some mention of these, and especially of the Gola fairs, will be 
found in the separate articles on the places in question. 

Owing to the geneiul nature of the country, means of com- 
munication in this district have always been of the poorest 
description. Prior to the annexation of Oiidh there were one or 
two recognised roads in the district, as may bo learnt from 
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Sir W. H. Sleeman^s account ; but judging from the general state 
of roads in Oudh at that period, their condition must have been 
very inferior. During the Nawabi government Muhamdi was a 
place of some importance, and was connected by road with Shah- 
abad in Hardoi, with Gola, and probably with Shahjahanpur and 
Khairabad. From Gola a road ran south-east to Oel and Lahar- 
pur; but with these exceptions it is impossible to trace the 
existence of any other regular roads. After the mutiny a net- 
work of roads was opened up in every direction. None of these 
were at first imperial; those from Sitapur to Shahjahanpur 
and from Lakhimpur to Muhamdi and Shahjahanpur being 
maintained from the road and ferry fund, while the others 
were local roads, for which a grant-in-aid was given. In 1861 
the latter comprised the roads from Lakhimpur to Sitapur, 
Mallanpur, Ehairigarh, to Aliganj and Mailani, to Mitauli and 
Maikalganj, and from Aliganj to Bhira. Many more were 
added soon after ; but even at the present time the great major- 
ity are very poor, many of them being impassable during 
several months of the year, while the total length of metalled 
road in the district is less than in any other part of Oudh, 
with the single exception of Bahraich. The many rivers pre- 
sent a great obstacle to easy progress about the district, espe- 
cially in the case of the Chauka. The roads approaching the 
ferries pass over expanses of drifting sand skirting the river, 
and the passage is only accomplished by carts with great diffi- 
culty, generally occupying an entire day. 

A great improvement in communications has been effected Bailways. 
since the construction of the Lucknow-Sitapur and Bareilly 
State Railway. The section from Sitapur to Lakhimpur was 
opened on the 16th of April 1887, and that from Lakhimpur to 
Gol^ on the 15th of December in the same year. The remainder, 
from Gola to Mailani and Pilibhit, was not opened till the 1st 
of April 1891. The railway enters the district in the south of 
the Kheri pargana and runs north, past the stations of Oel and , 

Kheri, as far as Lakhimpur, where it turns to the north-west, 
traversing the parganas of Paila, Haidarabad and Kukra, 
leaving the district two miles beyond Mailani station. The 
other stations are at Phardahan in Kheri, Gola, an<? Kukra* 
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The line is of the metre-gauge, and is leased to the Eohilkhand 
and Kumaun Railway Company. From Mailani a branch 
light railway of 2 feet 6 inches gauge, and worked by the 
same company, runs to Pawayan in Shahjahanpur. It was 
completed on the 22nd of December 1894, and taken over by the 
company on the 17th of December 1900. Another metre-gauge 
branch runs north-east from Mailani to Maraunchaghat on the 
Sarda, which is crossed by a ferry, and thence to Sonaripur in 
the forests of Khairigarh. The portion from Mailani to the 
Sarda was opened on the 1st of J anuary , 1883 ; that from the Sarda 
to Sohela station on the 10th of March of the same year, and 
from Sohela to Sonaripur on the 18th of March, 1894. From 
Dadhwa, a station between Sohela and Sonaripur, a branch line 
runs to Chandan Chauki on the banks of the Mohan river, a 
distance of six miles, which was completed in 1903. This rail- 
way crosses the Sarda by a bridge of piles and pontoons which is 
renewed annually, and is only worked for the six months from 
January to June. It is chiefly employed for the exportation of 
timber and other forest produce. 

The only provincial road in the district is a portion of the 
main road from Lucknow and Sitapur to Shahjahanpur, which 
traverses the south of the Aurangabad pargana and then, after 
passing through the Hardoi district, for a short distance, con- 
tinues through the south-western corner of Pasgawan, leaving 
the district at the bridge over the Sukheta river. It has a total 
length of 17 miles in this district,, and is maintained at a cost of 
Es. 238 per mile. There are inspection bungalows on the road 
at Chaparthala in Aurangabad and at Katra in Pasgawan. 

The local roads of the district are divided into five classes, 
and have a total length of 660 miles 6 furlongs. Of this only 23 
miles and 3 furlongs are metalled, and with the exceptiofli of 
seven miles of metalled road within the Lakhimpur munici- 
pality the metalling consists merely of short lengths of other 
roads in places where the sandy nature of the soil necessitates 
such treatment. The absence of metalled roads is largely due, 
as in the case of Bahraich, to the difficulty of procuring kankar, 
which, in the few places where it is found, is of an indifferent 
character. The roads from Lakhimpur to Shahjahanpur, Nighasan 
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and Sitapur are metalled for a short distance in the neigh- 
bourhood of headquarters^ while the rest consists of portions of the 
road to Shahjahanpur between Gola station and Mamri and on 
either side of the Kathna, Gumti and Siikheta rivers, where the 
sandy soil renders an unmetalled road useless. A list of all the 
roads in the district will be found in the appendix. Very few of 
them are open throughout the year, and only three, those from 
Lakhimpur to Sitapur and Shahjahanpur and from Gola to Ali- 
ganj, are raised and bridged throughout. The direct road from 
Lakhimpur to Muhamdi has been greatly improved by the recent 
construction of a large pile-bridge over the Kathna; and the roads 
from Lakhimpur to Chaparthala and Dhaurahra are also bridged 
as far as the Kathna and Chauka rivers respectively. The chief 
need of the district is an increase in the number of bridges; 
but these are very costly to construct, not so much on account 
of the violence of the floods, as of the alluvial nature of the soil, 
which affords no solid foundation and which is liable every 
year to be pierced by new channels. Slow progress is, however, 
being made in this direction. The chief permanent bridges are 
two over the Gumti on the provincial road and on the road to 
Muhamdi and Shahjahanpur, and over the XJl near Lakhimpur. 
There are inspection bungalows on the local roads at Muhamdi, 
at Adilabad on the road from Lakhimpur to Singahi, and at 
Bhikampur on the direct line from Lakhimpur to Muhamdi. 

In the forest tracts many serviceable roads have been con- 
structed by the department; they are primarily intended to 
facilitate the export of forest produce, but at the same time those 
that are open to the public constitute an important addition to means 
of communication in parts where district roads are few and far 
between. In the Bhira forest there are fourteen such fair-weather 
roads communicating with those from Lakhimpur to Mailani, 
and from Gola to Bhira and Khutar. In the trans-Sarda range, 
too, there is a good system of roads, although communications are 
here more difficult on account of the numerous rivers and streams, 
and more roads are required in order to reduce the compartments 
to a more convenient size. Seven roads are now open to the public, 

The rivers of the district are of some importance as a means 
of communication, but are no longer largely used by reason of 
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ttie development of the railway system. The Kauriala, Chauka 
and Sarjn or Suheli are all navigable, and there was in former 
days a considerable traffic between this district and Sahramghat 
and other places on the Ghagra. The boats run up to 1,200 
maunds burthen and are employed for carrying grain to the 
down-country markets. The principal trade, however, is in 
timber, which is floated down the rivers in rafts to Bahramghat. 
Until the construction of the Dudhwa branch of the railway, all 
the timber of the Khairigarh forest was floated down the Suheli 
to Shitaba ghat and thence along the Kauriala; but since 1893 the 
quantity carried in this way has been very small, and with further 
extension, river transport will become a thing of the past. Simi- 
larly in the Bhira forests, where the same method used formerly to 
be employed, its place is being altogether taken by the railway. 

A Est of all the ferries in the district will be found in the 
appendix. They are exceptionally numerous in Kheri, as is 
only to be expected, since communications are constantly 
interrupted by unfordable rivers, especially in the north and oast 
of the district. The most important ferries are those over the 
Chauka and Kauriala rivers, and particularly in those iilaces where 
they are crossed by roads. All the larger ferries on the Chauka 
aremanagedby the district board and bring in a considerable in- 
come. The chief are those known as Pachperi on the road to Nigha- 
san, and Dulamau on that to Dhaurahra. The Pachperi ferry 
is the most important in the district, and brings in an income of 
over Es. 4,000 annually. The ferries on the Kauriala are managed 
partly by the distr i ct board of Kheri and partly by that of Bahraioh, 
while in the case of the Sujauli and Shitaba ghats the income is re- 
ceived by each district in alternate years. The other ferries over the 
Chauka and those on smaller rivers are private and the income 
thereby derived accrues to the zamindars. The only exceptions 
are the ferries at Bhetia on the Gumti in pargana Pasgawan and 
at Khamaria in pargana Nighasan over the stream known as the 
Ghagra. The locality of the private ferries is subject to constant 
changes owing to the variation in the course of the streams. 
There is a great number of such ferries over the U1 between the 
Srinagar and Kheri parganas, and also over the Kathna and 
Gumti throughout their course in this district. 



CHAPTER III. 


The People. 


The district has always been the most backward and the 
most thinly populated part of Oudh. Though extending over a 
larger area than any other district, its population has always 
been very much smaller than that of any other in proportion to 
its size, and absolutely smaller than all others except Lucknow. 
The first regular enumeration was that of 1869, when the first 
census of Oudh was taken. There was a considerable difficulty 
in obtaining qualified enumerators and consequently the returns 
are to some extent open to doubt. The census showed a total of 
738,089 inhabitants, which gave a density of 242 persons to the 
square mile, which is increased to 281 if the reserved forests be 
excluded. The district then contained 1,582 villages and towns, 
but of these only two, Muhamdi and Kheri-Lakhimpur, con- 
tained over 5,000 inhabitants, while 23 had between 2,000 and 
5,000 and 123 others over 1,000. 

The next census was taken in 1881, after^welve years of 
continued prosperity and development, retarded only by the 
famine of 1877-78. The population had increased very rapidly ; 
the total number of inhabitants was 831,922 persons, showing no 
less than 93,833 in excess of the previous total. The density 
rose to 278 persons to the square mile, still an unusally ^all 
rate. The total number of towns and villages were 1,665, and 
of these 1,425 had less than 1,000, and 184 others less than 2,000 
inhabitants. Of the remaining 46, five contained over 6,000 
persons each. These were Lakhimpur, Muhamdi, Oel, Kheri and 
Dhaurahra, all of which had grown very rapidly. 

During the following ten years the rate of increase was fully 
maintained, and at the census of 1891 the population of Kheri 
numbered 903,696 souls 5 the addition to the population during the 
previous decade being 71,693. The density rose to 304‘7 persons 
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to the square mile. This was still an extremely low figure for 
Oudh, although considerably in excess of the Himalayan district 
and those of Bundelkhand. The number of towns and villages 
had risen to 1,711, and of these 1,501 contained under 1,000 
inhabitants apiece and 174 others under 2,000. Of the remain- 
ing 46, six contained over 5,000, the addition to the previous list 
being Singahi-Bhadaura in pargana Khairigarh. 
of 'pjjg, lagt census of the district was taken on the 1st of 
March, 1901. The rapid rate of increase which had charac- 
terised the preceding 20 years ha'd no longer been maintained, 
owing to bad seasons and other causes, and the population 
remain practically stationary. The total number of inhabit- 
ants was 905,138, showing an increase of only. 1,523 since the 
preceding census. The average density was 306*6 persons to 
the square mile ; but this is calculated on the entire area of 
the district. If the reserved forests, which are almost uninhab- 
ited, be excluded, the resultant density is 360'2 to the square 
mile. Even so, Kheri is the most sparsely populated district in 
Oudh — ^a result which is inevitable on account of tho physical 
characteristics of the tract. Different parts of the district 
exhibit great variations in this respect, as the population is far 
thicker in the old settled tracts of the Muhamdi and Lakhimpur 
tahsils than in the precarious parganas to the north. In the 
Lakhimpur tahsil the average density is 405 to the square mile 
and in Muhamdi 397, while in Highasan it is very much 
smaller. In the two former tahsils, moreover, several parganas 
exhibit a much higher rate, notably Kheri, Muhamdi, Haidar- 
abad, and Paila. 

Tlie population has to some extent been swelled by immi- 
gration. The census returns showed that 87*69 per cent, of the 
inhabitants were natives of Kheri, while 10*87 per cent, were 
born in the adjoining districts, and 1*54 per cent, came from 
elsewhere. The proportion of immigrants is high for Oudh, 
and is, in fact, larger than in any otlier district, except Lucknow, 
where the population of the city is subject to considerable 
changes. In 1891 it was much higher, amounting to 16*7 per 
cent., and from this it would appear that the development of 
the tract has been effected to some extent by tho advent of 
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agriculturists and others who were induced to settle in the 
newly-cleared holdings, the decrease in immigration resulting 
from the occupation for some years of the more accessible land. 

The movement has been but little counteracted by emigration. 

No less than 94*03 per cent, of the people born in Kheri were 
enumerated in the district of their birth, and the proportion 
of emigrants is considerably less than is the case in any other 
part of Oudh, with the single exception of Bahraich, where 
similar conditions prevail. Moreover, it may be noted that 
whereas in the case of immigrants the number of males and 
females is approximately equal, the latter greatly exceeded the 
former in the case of those who had left the district, showing 
that emigration had chiefly taken place in connection with 
the marriage custom of the country. 

The last census returns showed a total of 1,664 inhabited Towns 
towns and villages in the district, with an average population viUages* 
of 544 persons. As many as 1,449 contained under a thousand 
inhabitants apiece, while of the remainder 169 had less than 
2,000, and forty others less than 5,000. The towns with a 
larger population remained the same as before. The municipality 
of Lakhimpur, Dhaurahra and Singahi showed a considerable 
increase, while Muhamdi and Kheri had declined in a marked 
degree. The villages in the south of the district generally 
resemble those of Sitapur and Hardoi, having a main central 
site surrounded with scattered hamlets. In the north of the 
district the villages usually cover a very large aiea, with culti- 
vation shifting over wide tracts of waste land; the sparse popula- 
tion is dispersed in multitudes of hamlets perched on high pieces 
of ground, and when the floods are out communications are inter- 
rupted for days, or are only carried on by boat. In the forest 
tracts the villages are mere clearings in the jungle and are seldom 
of a permanent charactier. 

Of the total population in 1901, males numbered 478,629 
and females 426,609. There are thus only 89*1 females to every 
hundred males in the district — a higher proportion than in 
Hardoi, but considerably lower than in any other part of Oudh. 

The disproportion, which is very marked in all tahsils, but 
especially in Muhamdi, is by no means an unusual phenomenon j 
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for while in the eastern districts of the United Provinces females 
generally preponderate, they are in a still more marked defect 
in Eohilkhand a^d in the other divisions to the west. Their 
number in Kheri is indeed proportionately higii as compared 
with the adjoining districts of Pilibhit and Shahjahanpur. Tho 
cause of this disproportion of the sexes is altogether a matter 
for speculation. In former days it may have been due partly^ 
to infanticide j but this is far from being the sole or even the 
most important reason, as in districts where the practice has 
long been obsolete the number of males continues to exceed 
that of females. At the same time the relative position of the 
two sexes has greatly changed in Kheri during the past forty 
years. In 1869 there were only 84-7 females to every hundred 
males; this may have been partly due to concealment at the 
first census; but in 1881 the number was only 86'9, and since 
that time it has steadily risen to the present figure. That 
infanticide has nothing to do with the case is manifest from 
the fact that the phenomenon is not merely confined to the 
Rajputs and those other castes which were formerly addicted to 
this crime, but may be observed in all classes of the 
population. 

Of the whole nximber of inhabitants at the last census 
780,669 were Hindus, 123,702 Musalmans, 473 Christians, 183 
Aryas, 88 Sikhs, 21 Jains and 12 Buddhists. Hindus thus 
numbered 86*25 per cent, and Musalmans 13*67. Tho latter are 
comparatively numerous for Oudh, and have increased much more 
rapidly than their Hindu neighbours. In 1881 the proportion 
of Musalmans was 12*47 per cent., and at the following census 
13*06 per cent. The subsequent increase is more remarkable in 
that the absolute increase of the population has been so small, 
and amply illustrates the fact, which is observed in almost every 
district, that Muhammadans are not only more long-lived, but 
are considerably more fertile than the Hindus. As this is not 
due to any difference of race in this district, at least with com- 
paratively few exceptions, it follows that the effect must be 
ascribed to a more liberal diet, or some similar cause. Musal- 
mans are fairly evenly distributed throughout the entire district, 
and are not confined to any particular centre. 
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Before proceeding to remark on the various Hindu and Christi- 
Muhammadan castes^ the other religions, which are generally of 
little importance, may be first mentioned. Christianity has not 
made much progress in the district. The only missionary work 
has been that of the American Episcopal Methodist Church, 
which was started in 1862 by the Eev. E. W. Parker at Wesley- 
pur near Aliganj. In 1881 the number of native Christians was 
820; this had increased in 1891 to 462, but since that time the 
total has fallen oflF, and at the last census there were only 417, 
of whom 337 belong to the American Church. No denomination 
was specified in the case of 60 others, while the remaining 20 
were Anglicans. The headquarters of the mission are at 
Lakhimpur, where there is a small chapel and a vernacular 
school for boys and girls. There are also preachers at Kheri, 

Gola, Muhamdi, Barwar, Pasgawan, Wesleypur and four or five 
other places. One of the workers is employed among the Tharus 
on the Nepal border, but little success has been achieved in this 
direction. Christ Church at Lakhimpur is a small building 
opened and consecrated by Bishop Clifford in 1896. It is visited 
ten times a year by the Chaplain of Sitapur. 

The Arya Samaj has not made much progress in this district, other 
although there are more members than in many other parts of 
Oudh. The number of Aryas in 1891 was 132, and since that 
time the membership has increased by 61. Small communities 
are to be found in different places, but there are no recognised 
lodges ; the chief centres are at Lakhimpur, Muhamdi and Gola. 

At the last census 64 of the Aryas were Eayasths by caste, 53 
Brahmans, and 51 Banias ; the remainder wereEajputs, Kumhars 
Kalwars and others. The Sikhs, of whom 76 were males and 12 
females, chiefly belong to the Nighasan tahsil, where they are in 
the service of the Eaja-i-Eajgan of Kapurthala, while the rest 
are mainly employed in the police. The 12 Buddhists were also 
enumerated in the Nighasan tahsil and represent dealers and 
other immigrants from the Nepal hills. The few Jain traders 
are scattered about the district and are of no importance. 

The Hindus of the district belong, as usual, to no particular Hindus, 
religious sect. The census returns show a considerable number 
of Vaishnavites, Monotheists, Eamanandis, Saivites and others; 
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but these together amount to a very small proportion of the 
■whole. Several places, and pre-eminently Gola, are considered 
sacred, but the worship at these shrines is in no way peculiar. 
The Hindu population comprises representatives of a great 
number of castes, and in addition to the 78 shown in the census 
report there are probably several others, as in the case of 358 
persons no caste was specified. Only a small proportion of these, 
however, are of any importance : it is perhaps remarkable that 
so many as 18 castes haVe over 10,000 members apiece, but of the 
rest 44 had less than 1,000. The great majority of these castes 
are to be found in almost all the Oudh districts and only Sr few 
occur in unusual numbers. 

The most numerous are the Chamars, of whom there were 
103,722 persons or 13-29 per cent, of the whole Hindu population. 
They are evenly distributed throughout the district, and are 
everywhere employed as agriculturists and general labourers. 
They hold a considerable amount of land as tenants, but more 
frequently they work for hire for the Brahmans and other high- 
caste cultivators. 

Next come Kurmis, who are fortunately very numerous in 
this district. At the last census there were 82,044 persons of 
this caste or 10-61 per cent, of the total number of Hindus. 
More than half of them belong to the Lakhimpur tahsil, while 
there are comparatively few in Nighasan, except in the Dhau- 
rahra pargana, where they have long been settled. They are said 
to have been brought there by Eaja Jodh Singh in the days of 
Asaf-ud-daula. Another great Kurmi colony is in Paila and is 
believed to be of much greater antiquity. Erom thence they spread 
in'to Haidarabad and Elheri. The Kurmis rank highest among 
all the cultivating castes. Their holdings are on an average 
larger than those of any other, but their husbandry is character- 
ised by extreme care and minuteness. They generally grow the 
superior crops and pay the highest rents. 

Pasis, who number 68,143 souls or 8-86 per cent, of the 
Hindus, are not so numerous in Kheri as in the other districts of 
the division. The great majority of them belong to the Lakhim- 
pur tahsil and there are comparatively few in Muhamdi. As in 
the neighbouring districts, the Pasis claim to have been the 
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ancient lords of the soil^ but for centuries they have held a very 
inferior position. Their fornaer seat is said to have been at 
Firozabad and the neighbourhood, and in this part of the district 
they are still found in large numbers. They are now generally 
engaged in agriculture or in their traditional occupation of 
watchmen, swineherds and thieves ; for the Pasis of this district 
have no better reputation than their kinsmen in other parts. 
Large numbers of them are in possession of land as tenants ; 
their average holdings are smaller than those of other castes and 
they pay a fairly high rent. Closely akin to the Pasis are the 
Arakhs, who numbered 4,240 — a figure that is only exceeded in 
Hardoi of all the Oudh districts. Almost all of them belong to 
the Muhamdi tahsil and especially to those parganas on the 
Hardoi border. Like the Pasis they are said at one time to have 
had an extensive dominion in the latter district, stretching from 
Muhamdi on the north to Lucknow on the south. 

Brahmans, of whom there were 65;260 or 8’36 per cent, of 
the Hindu population, are less numerous than in any other 
district of Oudh except Lucknow. They are fairly evenly 
distributed over all the tahsils. They own a considerable amount 
of land and also cultivate a large area. Like all the other high 
caste tenants, their holdings are large and their rents low, while 
their husbandry is of an inferior standard. The Brahmans of 
Kheri belong mainly to the Kanaujiya sub-division, which 
predominates in the districts to the south and west. Gaurs and 
Sanadhs are sparsely represented, as also are Sarwariyas and 
Sakaldipis. 

Next come several of the chief cultivating castes of the dis- 
trict. Foremovst among them are the Ahirs, who numbered 59,571 
souls at the last census, or 7'63 per cent, of the Hindu community. 
Herdsmen by tradition, they are generally engaged in agriculture 
and occur in large numbers in all parts of the district, but espe- 
cially the southern portion of the Nighasan tahsil and pargana 
Srinagar of Kheri ] but at the same time they are less numerous here 
than in any other part of Oudh. Lodhs, who are cultivators of 
equal capacity, numbered 43,706 ; but to these must be added the 
7,873 Kisans, who are practically the same, the two amounting 
to 6’6 per cent, of the Hindus, They are far more numerous in 
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the Nighasan tahsil than, elsewhere, more than half of them resid- 
ing in this subdivision. Almost all those who call themselves 
Eisans belong to Muhamdi, this term being generally adopted in 
the adjoining district of Hardoi. The Muraos or market-gard- 
eners closely resemble the Eaehhis, the latter again being practi- 
cally confined to the Muhamdi tahsil. They numbered 39,566 
persons in 1901, or 6-07 per cent, of the Hindu inhabitants of the 
district. They are excellent cultivators, devoting their attention 
for the most part to the more valuable crops, such as opium and 
sugarcane. They are far more numerous in the !Nighasan tahsil 
than elsewhere, but occur in all the remaining parganas, generally 
holding the best land and paying high rents. Of similar capacity 
are the Malis, or gardeners, of whom there were 3,356, the great 
majority being in Muhamdi, the Baris, or growers of pan, number- 
ing 2,063 and the Tambolis, who are practically identical with 
them, with 3,571 representatives, occurring in all tahsils in almost 
equal numbers. The Kahars, whose regular profession is domestic 
service, but who for the most part derive their living from agricul- 
ture, are very numerous in Kheri, amounting to 29,849 souls at 
the last census.- They are fairly evenly distributed, but are 
strongest in the east of the district. In the Nighasan tahsil there 
were 210 Gharuks, a subdivision of this caste, which is generally 
considered a separate tribe, and only occurs in greater numbers 
in Fyzabad. The Kahars have many sub-castes, the strongest in 
this district being the Dhuriyas and Goriyas, while the Eaghu- 
banas are also found in large numbers and are almost wholly 
confined to this tract. 

The Rajputs of Kheri numbered 29,816 souls, or 3'82 per 
cent, of the Hindu inhabitants. Numerically they are weaker 
here than in any other district of Oudh, except Bahraich, but 
their social predominance is fully as marked as in other parts, as 
they own a far larger proportion of the land than any other caste. 
Their distribution is somewhat uneven, as they are most numerous 
in the Muhamdi tahsil, which contained 13,696 representatives 
of the different clans ; there were 11,174 in Lakhimpur, and only 
6,049 in Nighasan. In addition to these, however, there are 
many Musalman Rajputs, numbering no less than 12,104 persons, 
chiefly in the Lakhimpur and Nighasan tahsils, who are tft all 
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intents and purposes identical with their Hindu kinsmen, and 
who maintain their old habits and customs, associating with the 
unconverted members of their clans even in feasts and ceremonies. 

The Rajputs of this district belong to a great number of clans, Eajput 
but only a few of these are of importance, the district being 
divided into territorial spheres of influence which are fairly 
clearly defined. Some of the chief ruling clans, however, are very 
small in numbers ; the Raikwars, for instance, who predominate 
in Hirozabad, had only 120 members; and the Janwars, who once 
owned almost all Kheri, Srinagar and part of Paila, amounted 
to 311 persons altogether. The Chauhans are the strongest of all, 
numbering 4,447 Hindus and 2,784 Musalmans ; they are to be 
found in all tahsils, but espebially in the north of Lakhimpur 
and Nighasan. They include the great taluqdari families of 
Oel, Mahewa and Kaimahra, who succeeded the Janwars, and 
the Jangres, whose territory extends over the centre of the 
district, from the TJl eastwards to the Kauriala. The Ahbans 
number some 3,000 souls, of whom the majority are Musalmans ; 
their dominions were once very extensive, covering about 4,000 
square miles in Kheri, Hardoi and Sitapur, and including 
in this district the belt of land between the Jamwari^ and the 
Kathna and stretching northwards to the Chauka; at present, 
owing to the force of circumstances, their property is greatly 
reduced, but this tract is still full of members of this famous clan. 

The Eathors, who numbered 2,628 persons in 1901, are found in 
all tahsils, but especially in the western half of the district and in the 
neighbourhood of the Shahjahanpur border. Though strong in 
numbers, they have never attained a conspicuous position either 
here or in any other part of Oudh, and their landed estates are 
small. The same may be said of the Bhadaurias, with 1,429 
representatives divided between the Lakhimpur and Muhamdi 
tahsils; the Bais, with 1,429 Hindu and 434 Musalman members, 
who are distributed sparsely all over the district ; the Katehriyas, 
who numbered 1,666, chiefly in Muhamdi; and the Panwars, of 
whom there were 1,196 Hindus and 210 Musalmans, mainly in 
Muhamdi, where they hold one or two clusters of villages. The 
Sombansis, numbering 1,371 persons, as well as many Musalmans, 
are found in all tahsils, but especially in Muhamdi, where one 
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of this clan embraced Islam and acquired the whole of tho Saiyids’ 
estates. The Gaurs, 1,376 souls, are mainly confined to the 
borders of Sitapur, in which their kinsmen own vast possessions. 
The Baehhils belong to Muhamdi and the west of Lakhimpur, 
their old estates lying between the Gumti and Kathua, of which 
they were dispossessed by the Saiyids ; they numljcred 1,052 per- 
sons at the last census. No other clan has over a thousand represen- 
tatives. The strongest are the Chandels in Muhamdi; tlio 
Nikumbhs in the south-west of the same tahsil; the Tomars and 
Raghubands, scattered all over the district; and tho Gautums, 
also in tahsil Muhamdi. Of the many others none cull for 
mention save possibly the Gahlots in Muhamdi and tho Kaohh- 
wahas in Lakhimpur. The Surajbansis, too, who own all tho 
land beyond the Suheli to the north, should not bo passed by ; they 
are of bill origin and their advent into Khairigarh dates from 
recent times only. There were 420 members of this elan at the 


last enumeration, and of these 339 belonged to tho Nigimsan tahsil. 

The higher castes, which have not beon already moiitionod, 
include Banias, Kayasths and Khattris. Tho fiiut of those 
numbered 18,616 souls — a fairly high proportion. They nro dis- 
tributed throughout the district, but nearly half of thorn rosido 
in the Muhamdi tahsil. None of the various Bania Hubdivisions 
predominate in this district, the strongest are the Umars, while 
next to them come Rustogis, who are confined to Muhamdi, and 
only occur in larger numbers in Lucknow; Agarwals, in Muhanuli 
and Lakhimpur; Gahois, in Lakhimpur and Nighasan, amnunt- 
ing to 745 persons, which is only exceeded in Sitapur of all tho 
Ou^ districts ; Barasenis, who are not found as a rulo olsowhoro 
in Oudh, but are very numerous in Rohilkhand, in Muhamdi; 
Mahesrj again far exceeding tho total for any part of Oudh, 
also in Muhamdi ; and Kandus in Nighasan. Tho Banias hold a 
ew VI ages in the district, but their possessions show no rapid 
tendency to increase, chiefly owing to the prosperity of tho taluq- 
dars. Eayasths on the other hand, hold a oousidorable propo;. 
tion of the land. They numbered 8,337 persons at tho last 
^sus and are evenly distributed throughout the throe tahsils, 

IVoTfrT oldqanungo familias, hut 

of the villages held by this caste are taluqdari. Tho Kayasths 
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of Kheri are mainly of the Sribastab subdivision, the rest being 
for the most part Saksenas and Mathuras. Khattris numbered 
only 866, and are confined to the south of the district. They 
own a few villages, but have never acquired a position of any 
importance in Kheri. 

Several of the many remaining castes of Hindus present 
features of interest from an ethnographical point of view. This 
is not, however, the case with the ordinary castes which are 
common to all districts of Oudh and call for no special comment, 
as they occur generally in the usual proportions ; but rather because 
of the existence in Kheri of many of the smaller castes in num- 
bers which are remarkably in excess of those recorded in other 
parts of Oudh and the United Provinces. The most numerous 
are the Gadariyas, of whom there were 25,757 persons, chiefly in 
the Nighasan tahsil, where grazing is most abundant; and the 
Koris or weavers, who with their congeners the Dhanuks numbered 
24,961 souls and are distributed throughout the district. The 
others had less than 20,000 members apiece, the most important 
being Tells, Dhobis, Lunias (who are unusually numerous in 
Kheri), Barhais, Bharbhunjas and Nais; while those amounting to 
less than ten and more than two thousand persons were, exclud- 
ing the castes already mentioned, Kumhars, Paqirs, Lohars, 
Kalwars, Banjaras, Sonars, Bhangis, Bhats and Nats. Of these the 
Banjaras alone are noticeable : they numbered 6,823 souls, which 
is a higher figure than in any other district of the provinces. 
They are found every whex'e, but their principal hahitat is the 
north and pargana Khairigarh in particular. Here, as in Bahraich, 
they were practically the lords of the forest tracts till within 
recent times, and it was not till the close of the Nawabi rule that 
they were brought into subjection by the Surajbansis of Khairi- 
garh and others. 

The Nats are one. of the many criminal and vagrant tribes 
that haunt the district, and especially the jungles and uncultivated 
wastes. There were 2,434 of them in 1901, mainly in Muhamdi. 
They occur almost everywhere, but are more common in Kheri than 
in other parts of Oudh — a true gipsy race, living in tents and 
seldom settling for long in one place. Paturiyas, who are probably 
the same as Beriyas, numbered 551 — a higher figure than in any 
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other Oudh district. The same is the case with Haburas, of whom 
there were 389, all in the Muhamdi tahsil. Barwars, too, are 
comparatively numerous, having 232 representatives, but this is 
very largely exceeded by Gonda, where is the principal Barwar 
colony. It is curious that the census returns should show no 
Sansiahs in Kheri in spite of the existence of the settlement at 
Sahibganjj but these tribes frequently change their name in 
order to avoid undesirable attention; many of them are called 
Bhatus, of whom 204 were enumerated. The Zanjars are another 
wandering race ; they numbered 599 souls, and chiefly reside in 
the Kighasan tahsil. There were 249 Khangars, more than 
elsewhere in Oudh ; the caste is chiefly found in Bundelkhand, 
where they are either watchmen or thieves. Of similar status 
are the Eadhas, dancers and singers, who numbered 697, which 
is only exceeded in Sitapur; Dharhis, 143 persons, whose profes- 
sion is similar, but less reputable; and Harjalas, with 110 repre- 
sentatives, who subsist by mendicancy. Of the two last, the 
former mainly belong to Gonda, and are also found in large 
numbers in Basti and Gorakhpur, while the latter are peculiar 
to this district and Shahjahanpur. 

Several other castes which derive their living from agricul- 
ture or other respectable occupations are to be found in unusual 
numbers. Bahelias or hunters are naturally more common in 
Kheri than in other parts of Oudh, numbering 1,924 persons, chiefly 
in the Kighasan and Muhamdi tahsils. Jats, of whom there were 
1,660, all in the Muhamdi tahsil, are nowhere common in Oudh, but 
are far more numerous here than in other districts. The Tharus, 
amounting to 1,668 persons in Khairigarh, are peculiar to the 
submontane tracts ; they are cultivators by profession and are able 
to withstand the malarial climate of the tarai better than other 
races. They are found in approximately equal numbers in 
Bahraich and Gonda. Gujars occur in small numbers through- 
out Oudh, but Kheri heads the list with 1,384 persons of this caste, 
in the Lakhimpur and Muhamdi tahsils. There were 1,066 Bel- 
wars, all in Lakhimpur. This caste is only found elsewhere, 
and in much smaller numbers, in Hardoi, Bara Banki and Shah- 
jahanpur ; they are cultivators and grain-dealers, and appear to bo 
a subdivision of Banjaras, The Gurkhas, of whom there were 
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622 in Nighasan, are immigrants from Nepal, and call for no 
further comment. The Gorchhas, on the other hand, are quite 
peculiar to Kheri : they numbered 484 souls, all in Nighasan, and 
are cultivators who, like the Tharus, claim a Rajput origin, with 
probably as much right as the latter. There wore 258 Dabgars 
in the Muhamdi tahsil ; they are akin to Mochis, and manufac- 
ture the raw-hide jais in which oil and ghi are cai’ried. Other 
industrial castes which occur in greater numbers than elsewhere in 
Oudh include Saiqalgars, or armourers, and Chhipis, or cotton- 
printers. The rest are only found in very insignificant num- 
bers. Mention may be made of the Kirars, who are culti- 
vators, and possibly of inferior Rajput stock; Khagis, who 
are practically identical with the Lodhs ; Niyarias, artizans 
who smelt the precious metals; and Pankhias, a oultivating 
caste, who are only found in Rohilkhand, and in very small 
numbers in the north of Oudh. 

The number of Musalmans in Khori is comparatively large, 
but the same may be said of all the submontane districts. They 
are more numerous in Gonda and Bahraioh, and also in Luck- 
now, Bara Banki and Sitapur. The Lakhimpur tahsil contains 
the largest number, but elsewhere the followers of this creed are 
fairly evenly distributed. The Musalmans of this district 
belong to a great number of subdivisions or castes. At the last 
census no less than 52 of these were represented, while in the 
case of 114 persons no caste was specified. Few of those, 
however, are of much importance, only five castes had over 
10,000 members apiece, and thirteen others more than a thousand. 
Of the rest, in twenty-six instances there were loss than 
200 persons enumerated. The majority of the Musalman 
castes have their Hindu counterparts, and very few are peculiar 
to this disjirict or in any way remarkable. The Khori Musal- 
mans are almost all Sunnis, the members of this soot num- 
bering 98 per cent, of the whole. There were at the last 
census only 921 Shias — a lower figure than in any other district 
of Oudh, save Partabgarh. Of the other sects, Lalbogis alone 
occurred in any numbers, amounting to 1 ,805, which is only 
exceeded in Lucknow; they are aU converted Bhangis or 
sweepers. 
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The Julahas or weavers are the most numerous of all the 
Mu’almans. At the last census there were 19,731, or 15‘95 per 
cent, of the whole Muhammadan population. Nearly two- 
thirds of them were enumerated in. the Lakhimpur tahsil, 
while in Muhamdi they were comparatively scarce, the total 
number in that tahsil being 2,567. They still are engaged, to 
some extent, in their ancestral occupation of weaving, but their 
trade has declined under the pressure of European competition, 
and though there are still fair numbers of weavers in the dis- 
trict, the majority of the Julahas have betaken themselves to 
agriculture — a profession which they follow with but indifferent 
success,' although they are usually industrious. Closely akin to 
the Julahas are the Dhunas or Behnas, cotton-carders by trade, 
who numbered 10,611 soub, or 8-57 per cent, of the Musalman 
population. Their general distribution is approximately the 
same as that of the Julahas. They are employed as spinners 
and weavers still, but the demand for their labour has fallen off, 
and most of them are now dependent on the land for a subsist- 
ence. 

Pathans numbered 16,059 souls, or 12'98 i)er cent, of the 
Musalmans. Nearly half of them belong to the Muhamdi 
tahsil, which was for long the chief centre of Muhammadan 
power in the district, and the bulk of the remainder to Lakhim- 
pur j there are comparatively few in Nighasan, whore there are 
no old Musalman settlements of any importance. The Pathans 
of this district are drawn from many clans or subdivisions. 
The best represented are the Ghori and Yusufzai, which 
accounted for 2,180 and 1,208 souls, respectively ; of the rest the 
strongest numerically are the Kakar, Bangash, Rohilla and 
Muhammadzai tribes. Others, which are not noted in the census 
report, are Daudzais, Bakarzais, and Shahryaris, the last of 
whom seem to be peculiar to this district. There are no Pathan 
taluqdars in Kheri; but many of them have an interest in the 
land. They are frequently to be fonnd as tenants, holding 
their fields at privileged rates. 

The converted Eajputs have already been mentioned. They 
numbered at the last census 12^104 persons, or 9‘86 per cent, of 
the Musalman population. There are but, few in the Muhamdi 
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tahsil, but they are numerous both in Lakhimpur and Nigha- 
san. Many of them belong to the Ahbans; but there are large 
numbers of Chauhans, Katehriyas and Janwars. In Nighasan 
there are over 500 Gaurs, while in Lakhimpur fair numbers of 
Gautams and Sombansis are to be found. 

The Sheikhs are not so numerous in Kheri as in many parts 
of Oudh, their total at the last census being 10,998 souls, or 8*89 
per cent, of the whole number of Musalmans. Half of them 
belong to Muhamdi, and the bulk of the remainder to Lakhim- 
pur. They belong, as usual, to many subdivisions, but the 
most prominent are the Siddiqis, with 4,336 representatives, 
followed by Qurreshis, with 1,722. There are but small num- 
bers of Ansaris and Faruqis, and a large proportion come under 
no specified denomination, being probably the descendants of 
converted Hindus. 

The Saiyids, who played so important a part in the history 
of the south and west of the district, are not very strong numer- 
ically in Kheri. The census returns show 3,413 persons of this 
class, evenly distributed throughout the three tahsils. The best 
represented subdivision is the Zaidi, numbering 301 souls, most 
of whom belong to Muhamdi, while next come Husainis and 
Kizwis. Other tribes are the Jafri, Jalali, Bukhari and Tir- 
muzi • but none of these are of any importance. Though they 
have lost much of the property they once held, they still stand 
high among the land-owning classes of the district. 

The remaining Muhammadan castes call for no special 
mention. Nuis, Darzis, Faqirs and Gaddis, all numbered over 
SIX thousand souls. Then come Manihars, or glass-makers, with 
2,812 persons; while Qassabs, Halwais and Dhobis also had 
more than 2,000 representatives apiece. Those with over a 
thousand members were Telis, Bhangis, Mughals and Mewatis, 
none of whom call for notice save the last, who are more numer- 
ous in Khori than elsewhere in Oudh; they belong almost 
exclusively to Muhamdi, and are probably immigrants from 
Kohilkhand. The rest are of little interest or importance : Ghosis, 
Kunjras, Bhats, Banjaras and Bangrez are the most numer- 
ous, but all are found in most districts of Oudh. The rare or 
peculiar castes are very few. There are more Musalmau Lohars 
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than in any other part of Oudh, and the same may be said of 
Dhanuks and Bengalis, the latter being a wandering caste of no 
fixed occupation. The Kingarias, who come from Mirzapur, 
but are found throughout Oudh, are singers and dancers by 
profession, and numbered 132 persons. The only caste which 
appears to be peculiar to this district are the Bhils, of whom there 
were nine enumerated here in 1901 ; but possibly their presence 
is due to a mistake, as they do not occur in any other district. 
They may, however, be otherwise designated elsewhere, as at the 
former census they were found in several places, and especially 
in the submontane districts. 

The ordinary dialect of the people is the Awadhi form of 
Eastern Hindi, which at the time of the census was spoken by 
98*7 per cent, of the inhabitants. Of the rest, 1*17 per cent, 
spoke the form of Western Hindi, which is generally known as 
Hindostani. None of the other dialects call for any mention. It 
may be noted that 260 persons were recorded with Eumauni as 
their native dialect, these being immigrants from the hills to the 
northern parganasj an equal number spoke Panjabi, including 
the Sikhs and the sawyers employed by the Forest department; 
while 79 persons spoke English and a very few Gujrati and 
Marwari . There is but little any indigenous literature in Kheri. 
The Muhamdi Nawabs were to some extent patrons of learning, 
and in the days of Ali Akbar Khan, about 1770, we hear of 
Prem Nath, a Brahman poet of Kalwa, Nidhan, another Brahman, 
and Gumanji Misr of Sandi, in Hardoi, who attended his court. 
Eaja Sabba Singh of Oel was a man of letters and in 1817 wrote 
an important work on vernacular composition entitled the 
Bidwmnvriod Tarcmgim. Ajodhya Parshad of Gola, who attached 
himself to the Eajas of Bhur and flourished about 1840, was a 
voluminous author of little merit. Eanjit Singh of Isomctgar was 
a learned man and translated the Hari/vcmsa into the vernacular. 
There are no native newspapers, and only one small 'printing 
press at Lakhimpur, known as the Hindi Prabha Press, started 
in 1888, and owned by a Brahman family ; it merely executes 
small job-work. The only literary or social institution is the 
Kheri institute, founded in 1887 in order “to diffuse knowledge 
and science, and discuss measures that may tend to improve the 
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social, moral, and intellectual status of the country, and to 
discuss questions affecting the public weal.” It is lodged in a 
small building, and possesses a library ; English and vernacular 
periodicals are circulated among the members, who are of all 
castes and creeds. 

The occupations of the people are merely such as are to be Occupa- 
expected in a purely agricultural and pastoral district in which 
there are no large towns, no trade save in grain and forest pro- 
ducts, and no manufactures of any importance. The census 
returns show that no less than 76*82 per cent, of the population 
derived their subsistence from the land ; this, however, includes 
not only landowners and cultivators, but also the agents, clerks 
and bailiffs of the former, as well as those employed in the 
forests. It does not, however, include the herdsmen, graziers 
and others engaged in the care of animals, who, together, 
amounted to 1-37 per cent, of the population. The total is 
probably below the mark, for an additional two per cent, 
were enumerated as partly dependent on agriculture, and in 
reality only a very small proportion of the people of Kheri 
derive their living otherwise than from the land, whether 
directly or indirectly. The industrial population is much 
smaller than usual, altogether being 9’98 per cent, of the whole. 

' Somewhat over forty per cent, of this is made up of the makers 
and sellers of articles of food and drink \ some 23 per cent, are 
manufacturers or dealers in textile fabrics, mainly cotton cloth j 
about ten per cent, are workers in wood, cane and other forest 
and jungle produce; while the other industries, such as metals, 
pottery and leather, are but poorly represented. Unskilled 
labour is the support of 4*04 per cent, of the population, while 
of the rest 3*57 per cent, were in personal and domestic service; 

1*24 per cent, in Government employ, 1*07 per cent, were 
engaged in commerce, transport and storage, although the actual 
commercial population was only *2 per cent., the bulk of this 
class being carriers by road, rail and river; and *7 per cent, 
represented the professional population— a very wide order, rang- 
ing from lawyers and doctors to wrestlers and acrobats. The 
remaining 1*08 per cent, consisted of persons with no ostensible 
means of subsistence or those independent of any occupation; 
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among the former come mendicants, who constitute about 84 per 
cent, of the class, while the rest include pensioners, prisoners and 
the few persons whose property is in houses, shares and the like. 

Of the agricultural population, 4,036 persons were classed 
as landowners. The number is very small and, indeed, was only 
less in Bahraich and Pilibhit of all the districts of the United 
Provinces. The reason lies in the fact that a very small body 
of taluqdars own about three-fourths of the entire area, and 
though the territorial division of the land among a few Pajput 
clans is not so marked as in other parts of Oudh, yet Kheri is 
essentially a district of great estates. There are altogether 
1,749 villages in the district, exclusive of those which have been 
merged in the reserved forest. In 1904 these were divided 
into 2,374 mahals, of which 19 were the property of Government, 
1,078 were held by taluqdars, 590 by single zamindars, 541 in 
joint zamindari, 155 in pattidari and ten in bhaiyachara tenure. 
In those parganas in which taluqdars predominate the number 
of mahals closely approximates to the number of villages; but 
where there are many coparcenary communities, as in Pasgawan, 
Aurangabad and Muhamdi, the subdivision is very minute. 
Thus, in the Nighasan tahsil, there are 404 villages and only 434 
mahals, of which 340 are held by taluqdars and 66 by single 
zamindars. In Lakhimpur there are 685 villages and 866, 
mahals, of which 493 are taluqdari and ^21 single zamindari. 
In Muhamdi, on the other hand, there are 660 villages and as 
many as 1,074 mahals, of which taluqdars hold but 245 and 
single zamindars 303. The Aurangabad pargana contains a 
smaller proportion of taluqdari land than any other, and here 
there are 113 villages and 243 mahals, of which 147 are owned 
by coparcenary bodies. 

The whole, or the greater part, of 64 villages is held by 
Europeans, though this is but a fraction of the amount originally 
bestowed on several persons after the mutiny in the shape of 
grants of confiscated* estates. Most of these were sold soon after, 
and only one European taluqdar remains. Other grants were 
assigned to loyal Sikhs, and the Raja-i-Rajgan of Kapurthala 
made large purchases, so that the Sikhs now own 63 villages. Of 
the Mnsalmans, the converted Ahbans hold 82 villages, Saiyids 
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151, Pathans 35, Mughals one, and the Mahmndabad Khanza- 
das 68. Some of the Pathans are wrongly so described, being in 
reality converted Ahbans. Among the Hindus, Eajputs largely 
predominate. They hold no less than SSI villages, of which 
352 belong to the Chauhans of Kheri, 170 to the Jangres of 
Bhur and Firozabad, 111 to the Ehairigarh Surajbansis, 56 to 
the Eaikwar Eaja of Mallanpur and 48 to the Sombansis. 
These are almost without exception included in large taluqdari 
holdings. Of the other Eajput clans, the Nikumbhs have 31 
villages, all in pargana Pasgawan ; Gaurs have 22 in Pasgawan, 
Aurangabad and Muhamdi; Ahbans 17 in Bliur and Paila; 
Chauhans, in addition to those already mentioned, 15 in various 
parts of the district ; Bachhils and Tomars eleven each, in both 
cases in the Muhamdi tahsil ; while Bais have nine, and others, 
such asGautams, Gaharwars and Panwars, 22 villages in Muhamdi 
and elsewhere. Next come Brahmans and Kayasths with 119 
and 101 villages, respectively, in almost every pargana of the 
district ; Kurmis with 41, Goshains with 38, Khattris with 34, 
Banias with 16, and Lodhs with nine. The remaining 21 
villages are held by other castes, 18 of them being in the’ 
Muhamdi tahsil. 

Twenty-five taluqdars have landed possessions in Kheri, 
but twelve of them reside in other districts; some of the latter live 
at a great distance from their estates, such as the Sikh ruler of 
Kapurthala, the Bais Eana of Ehajurgaon and the Sombansi 
Eaja of Partabgarh. Their possessions in Kheri were obtained 
for good service rendered in other parts of Oudh in 1857 and the 
following year, or else were acquired by purchase from others 
who had been rewarded in a similar manner. The local landed 
aristocracy are few in numbers, and those families who have held 
their estates for more than a century are still fewer. Kheri affords 
a typical example of the growth of those mushroom taluqas 
which characterised the last half-century of native rule in Oudh. 
The Janwars of Kheri, who held the comparatively humble office 
of chaudhri, in a few years gained possession of a vast property, 
and their Chauhan representative now hold more than 350 
villages. The Surajbansis from the Nepal hills seized a whole 
pargana by force of arms. The Jangres of Bhur occupied a 
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vast tract in a similar fashion, following the example set by 
the Saiyids of Barwar, whose descendants were afterwards 
stripped of their estates only to make way for what was perhaps 
the most remarkable taluqa in all Oudh. The notorious 
Eaja Lone Singh of Mitauli, after the prevailing methods 
of the day, amassed a property of 650 villages and more, and this 
he might have continued to hold but for his moral weakness and 
treachery in the mutiny. The dissolution of this estate opened 
the way for outsiders, and the following sketch of the different 
estates will show not only how rapidly property changed hands 
in this district/ but also the fate which almost invariably befell 
the long-established proprietors of the soil. 

The premier taluqdar in Oudh is the Sikh Eaja-i-Rajgan of 
Kapurthala in the Punjab. His property in this district was 
acquired by purchase, and forms a recent addition to the vast 
estates in Bahraieh and Bara Banki, given to Sir Eandhir Singh 
Bahadur, the grandfather of the present Maharaja, for the loyal 
assistance rendered by him to the British Government during the 
mutiny. His Kheri estates originally belonged for the most 
part to the Jangre Raja of Dhaurahra and were confiscated for 
persistent rebellion and for the treachery displayed towards the 
Mallanpur refugees. In 1859 the taluqa was apportioned among 
several grantees, and the share held by Captain J. Hearsey was 
sold to Colonel Boileau and then by him to the Kapurthala estate 
a few years after. This property, which is managed by the 
Maharaja’s agent in Bahraieh, is generally known as the Matera 
estate, and comprises 21 villages in pargana Dhaurahra and two 
villages and six mahals in Pirozabad. He is also the owner of 
eleven villages and four mahals in Aurangabad, and four villages 
of Paila, purchased from the original European grantees. The 
total in this district is therefore 38 villages and 10 mahals, assessed 
to a revenue of Es. 28,225. 

The southern half of the Lakhimpur tahsil is mainly held by 
three great taluqdars of one family. These are the Chauhans of 
Oel, Mahewa and Kaimahra. The early history of these talnqas 
is somewhat obscure, and it was not till the beginning of 
the nineteenth century that they rose to any prominence in 
this district, although the family tradition ascribes the Kheri 



The People. 


83 


pargana to their Jan war predecessors at a much earher date. 
It appears certain that there were Janwars in Kheri several 
centuries ago; they were probably connected with the mem- 
bers of the same clan in Sitapur^ who still hold numerous 
estates in that district and claim to have come from central 
India about the beginning of the sixteenth century. They 
have presumably no connection with the great Janwar families 
of Bahraich and Gonda. Tradition relates that one Jamni- 
bhan was appointed chaudhri of pargana Kheri in 1553, with 
the right to levy two pice on every higha of cultivation in 
the pargana. His descendants retained the ofiSce and held the 
title of Eai, and an old document states that In 1709 Parbal Singh 
Chaudhri owned the three villages of Oel, Kaimahra and Khogi; 
the head of the family, Eai Than Singh, had nine villages, and 
his sons, Bhagwant Singh and Mandhata Singh, two each; and 
one Jagraj, of the same race, held Dhakwa, which is still in the 
possession of his descendants, the summary settlement being 
made with Sanwal Singh at Es. 2,200. The bulk of the pargana 
had then been absorbed by the Saiyids of Barwar, but after 
their fall the Janwars began to extend their borders. It would 
appear from the very confused and conflicting accounts that one 
Maharman Sah, the head of the family, assumed the title and 
status of Eaja; that he died without male issue, having adopted 
his son-in-law, Hardeo Sah, a Chauhan of Jaipur. The latter 
was succeeded by his son, TJdat Sah, but by reason of the domes- 
tic feuds that had arisen over the succession and the pressure 
from without exerted by the Gaurs of Eatesar, the Eaja fled 
and the estate was for a time broken up. 

The fortunes of the family were restored by Pitam Singh, a 
descendant of Udat Singh, who returned from Jaipur and in 1780 
obtained from the chakladar the lease of many villages. Prom 
this man come the three taluqdars, whose estates were formed in 
the usual fashion ; 299 villages of Srinagar were taken from the 
old proprietors in 1823, and in 1839 some 30 villages of Earan- 
pur were added. The Eaimahra house actually represents the 
eldest branch, but the Oel family has at all times been the most 
powerful. Bakht Singh of Oel, a son of Pitam Singh, was 
followed by Sabba Singh, who acquired Earanpur from the 
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AhbanSj and the latter was succeeded by Raja Anrudh Singh, who 
was the most prominent personage in the district, excepting per- 
haps Lone Singh of Mitauli, his constant enemy. In 1849 he 
was created Raja by the King of Oudh. His intrigues against 
the Raja of Kaimahra on behalf of his younger brother, Drig- 
bijai Singh, are related by Sir William Sleeman.* The sum- 
mary settlement was made with Anrudh Singh, who engaged 
for an estate paying Rs. 64,804 in the parganas of Kheri, Srinagar, 
Basara, Aliganj and Karanpur, and also held property in Hargam 
of Sitapur. He died in 1879, having two years previously 
received the hereditary title of Raja, and was succeeded by his 
son, Raja Krishn Hatt Singh, who was born in 1861. The 
property, which has for some years been under the management 
of the Court of Wards, now consists of 164 whole villages, eleven 
mahals and two pattis in this district, assessed at Rs. 1,24,199, 
and also one village in Sitapur. His Kheri estates lie chiefly in 
the Kheri pargana, where he owns 74 villages, ton mahals and 
two pattis, and in Srinagar, in which he holds 68 villages. He 
also owns seven villages and one mahal in Bhur, four villages in 
Paila, two in Kukra, two in Atwa Piparia, six in Paila, and one 
in Dhaurahra. The Raja’s residence is at Oel. 

The Mahewa family represents a younger branch of Oel, but 
the date of its foundation is obscure. In Sleoman’s time it was 
held by Thakur Umrao Singh, who had largely increased his 
estates in 1822 with the aid of the revenue ofiScials, and from him 
passed to Bhup Singh, and then to the latter’s son, Gajraj Singh, 
who obtained the sanad for the estate, engaging at the 
summary settlement of 1859 for property in Kheri, Srinagar, 
Aliganj, Basara, Karanpur at a revenue of Rs. 41,811. He died 
in 1860 without issue, and the estate passed to his brother, Gir- 
war Singh, who adopted his nephew, Thakur Balbhaddar Singh. 
The latter held the taluqa till his death in December 1898. He 
was succeeded by his widow, Rani Raghubans Kunwar, but hor 
right was for some time contested by a relative, Thakur Slieo 
Singh, son of Dunia Singh and brother of Balbhaddar. Even- 
tually the suit was decreed in favour of the widow who still holds 
the estate, although further litigation is in progress. Mahewa 
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now comprises 126 villages, twelve mahals and six pattis in this 
district, assessed at Rs. 95,390, as well as a small estate in 
Sitapur. The greater portion of the former lies in pargana 
Srinagar, where the Rani owns 59 villages and one mahal. 
She also holds forty whole villages, six mahals and four pattis 
in Kheri, while elsewhere her estates consist of ten villages 
and one mahal in Kukra, nine villages, one mahal and one 
patti in Paila, four villages in Bhur, one in Atwa Piparia, 
two villages and one mahal in Dhaurahra, one village, one 
mahal and one patti in Haidarabad, and one mahal in Nighasan, 
The Raja of Kaimahra is descended from the eldest son of 
Pitam Singh, but in several instances the line has been broken 
by adoption. In 1837 or thereabouts Raja Ajab Singh gained 
possession of the estate which he managed to hold for many years 
in spite of the encroachments of the Rajas of Oel and Mitaiili* 
About 1860 he was attacked and turned out by his cousin, Jodha 
Singh, through the influence of Anrudh Singh of Oel, who hoped 
to gain the estate for himself. Jodha Singh, however, though 
naturally of weak intellect, retained the taluqa till his death, 
when it passed to his adopted son, Narpat Singh, who obtained 
the sanad and held the estate till his decease in 1887. His 
property at the summary settlement consisted of lands in the 
Kheri pargana paying Rs. 14,400 as revenue. In 1864 the title of 
Raja was confirmed as hereditary. Narpat Singh left a minor 
son, Achal Singh, who succeeded him, but the estate was under 
the Court of Wards till his death in 1896. .It then passed to his 
mother, Rani Dayawant Kunwar, who still holds the property, 
which is managed as before by the Court of Wards, though free 
from encumbrance. The taluqa now consists of 34 whole villages 
and five mahals in pargana Kheri, and two villages in Srinagar, 
the whole being assessed to a revenue of Rs. 30,156. 

The chief landowning clan in the centre of the district is also 
of Chanhan extraction. The family tradition states that one 
Akhiraj Singh, a Chauhan from Ajmer, settled in Dhaurahra in 
the time of Jahangir, and that either he or his grandson, 
Chhatarbhoj Singh, distinguished himself in the Deccan and was 
rewarded with a grant of land in this district and the proud 
title of Jang Angez Khaqani Raja, from which by popular 
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oorraption. came the word Jaiigre, the present appellation of the 
family. The story sounds extremely mythical ; and for historical 
purposes it is suf&cient to note that these J angres first made their 
mark in this district by overthrowing, in 1603, the notorious 
Bachhil chieftain, Chhipi Khan, and thus securing the vast pargana 
of Kamp-Dhaurahra. Such a large tract of land became in the 
course of time subdivided among various branches of the family, 
the chief estates being those of Bhur, Isanagar and Dhaurahra. 
The last has disappeared, though it was once the most important. 
No records exist of the early Rajas of this clan. It would seem 
that the Raja of Bhur was the head and that the other members 
of the family acknowledged his supremacy, paying him an 
annual tribute or hhent. Zalim Singh, the last of these Bhur 
Rajas, and sixth in descent from Chhatarbhoj, adopted a Som- 
bansi, named Jodha Singh, who acquired an enormous estate 
known as Kamp-Dhaurahra from the Bisens, who had formerly 
held that pargana. He defeated and killed Raja Qalandar 
Singh in 1781, and later on overthrew his son, Raghxinath 
Singh. In 1782 Jodha Singh was himself slain by the Nazim, 
Raja Sital Parshad, in a pitched battle at Dhaurahra, and this 
defeat caused the dismemberment of the great estate. His 
widow successfully resisted the efforts of the last Bisen, Ram 
Nath Singh, to recover his ancestral possessions, and gradually 
regained a large portion of pargana Dhaurahra as well as the 
Jangre estates in Dharmanpur of Bahraich. She died in 1833 
without issue. She had previously adopted as a son Raja Achal 
Singh, a second cousin of her husband; but this man murdered 
Mr. Carbery, an English trader, in 1822, and for this crime he 
was seized and imprisoned at Lucknow, where ho died 22 years 
later. The property passed to Arjun Singh, a grand-nophow of 
Achal Singh, and in 1848 he obtained tho whole pargana of 
Dhaurahra from the Nazim, Bande Ali Beg. His son, Indra 
Bikram Singh, engaged for the taluqa at annexation ; but owing 
to his rebellion, in which the chief part was played by his 
widowed mother, the estate was confiscated and given to strangers, 
while the Raja died in the Andaman Islands. 

A younger member of this family was Chain Singh, who in 
1792 held only, two small rent-free plots of land. He managed, 
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after the usual mauner^ to ingratiate himself with the revenue 
authorities and gradually enlarged his estate. In 1833 he 
acquired the taluqa of Isanagar^ comprising the northern half 
of the Firozabad pargana^ and this was retained by his son and 
grandson. The former was Jait Singh and the latter Ranjit 
Singh, who obtained the sanad for the taluqa, engaging for lands 
paying a revenue of Rs. 25,984 in this district, as well as other 
properties in Bahraich and Sitapur, at the summary settlement. 
He died in 1889, and was succeeded by his son, Raghuraj Singh, 
the present taluqdar. The estate, which is heavily encumbered, 
now consists of 25 whole villages and six mahals in Firozabad and 
six villages of Dhaurahra, paying a revenue of Rs. 46,350. The 
taluqdar also has property in the Bahraich and Sitapur districts. 

After the death of Jodha Singh, the Bhur or Bhira branch 
of the family rose to some pronodnence. Raj Indra Singh held a 
very extensive estate in the Bhur and Nighasan parganas, and 
this was divided between his two sons, Dalan Singh and Partab 
Singh. The former had two sons, Umrao Singh and Jit Singh, 
and the latter three sons, Dariao Singh, Zalim Singh, and 
Kesri Singh . The elder son of Umrao Singh was Raj 
Ganga Singh, who at the summary settlement of 1859 engaged 
for the whole Bhur estate at a revenue of Rsl 37,556. He 
died without issue and his widow asserted her claim to the 
taluqa ; this was disallowed, and the property was divided into 
four equal shares, one going to the widow, one to Bariar Singh, 
younger brother of Ganga Singh, a third to Ahlad Singh, son of 
Zalim Singh, and the fourth to Sadhu Singh, son of Kesri Singh, 
The share of Jit Singh was not recognised, nor was that of 
Dariao Singh, on account of their disloyalty during the mutiny, 
although it should be noted that all the Jangres, abetted by the 
widowed Rani, stoutly contested the re-establishment of British 
authority. Bariar Singh^s portion, as well as that of Ganga Singh, 
went to the former^s two sons, Milap Singh and Dalpat Singh. 
Raj Milap Singh died in 1882, leaving a widow. Rani Dhan 
Kunwar, who died in 1891. Her share then went to Rani Raj 
Kunwar, widow of Dalpat Singh, and she, too, died in 1899, the 
elder branch having thus disappeared altogether. Ahlad Singh 
also died without issue, and his share was merged in that of 
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Sadhu Singh, The latter had two sons, Guman Singh and 
Gobardhan Singh, who obtained equal shares. Guman Singh died 
in 1894, leaving a widow, Raj Rani, who died in 1896, and her 
share passed to Raj Gobardhan Singh j the latter died in 1905, leav- 
ing his estate between his two widows, with reversion to a daugh- 
ter’s son. This daughter was married to Kunwar Sardar Singh, 
second son of the Sisodia Raja of Shahpura in Rajputana. The 
other half passed from Rani Raj Kunwar to the descendants of Jit 
Singh, whose great-grandson was Lalta Singh. The latter had 
three sons, Debi Bakhsh, Raghubar Singh and Man gal Singh, who 
succeeded to the half of the estate known as Bhur or Majhgain. 
The first died in 1904, and Raj Raghubar Singh is the present 
taluqdar: his estate is locally known as Jhandipurwa from the 
place of his residence, while that of Gobardhan Singh is called 
Bijua from the same cause. The latter branch has no representa- 
tive on the darbar list. 

The Jhandipurwa taluqa consists of the Majhgain, Shahpur, 
Bijauriaand Jagdeopur estates, and comprises 39 villages and four 
mahals in Bhur, 36 villages and one mahal in Nighasan, and one 
mahal in Paila, the whole being assessed, at Rs. 68,680. 

Bijua includes the four original estates of Ramnagar, Dau- 
latpur, Bijua and Nighasan, and at pi-esent consists of 29 villages 
and one mahal in pargana Bhur, and 27 ville^es and one mahal 
in Nighasan, paying a revenue of Rs. 49,716. 

The Raikwars, who occupy so prominent a position in 
Bahraich, Sitapur and Bara Banki along the course of the Ghagra, 
never extended their dominions beyond the south-east corner of 
this district It is said that in the days of Sher Shah, one Rao 
Ratan Singh, a member of the great Baundi house, rose to distinc- 
tion in the imperial army and obtained in addition to tho title 
of Rao the grant of Mallanpur in Sitapur. This man lived eleven 
generations ago, but his date is given variously as 1658 and 1602 
Sambat. The history of the family is very obscure, and it is not 
known when the Raikwars extended their possessions beyond 
the Dahawar into this district. The taluqa was probably of no 
great size till the days of Rao Basti Singh, the grandfather of 
the present owner, who made large additions to his property in 
the usual manner about 1825. His estates at his death extended 
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over the whole of the south of Firozabad and marched with 
those of the Jangres of Isanagar. He was succeeded by his son, 
Rao Amar Singh, who died leaving an infant son, Rao Munesh- 
war Bakhsh Singh, who engaged for the estate at both the 
summary settlements. The talnqa was taken after the mutiny 
under the Court of "Wards and was released in 1870. Six years 
previously the taliiqdar had obtained the hereditary title of 
Raja. He was educated at Benares and Lucknow, and has 
for many years been an honorary magistrate. Much of his 
property lies in Sitapur and Bahraich, but in this district he 
holds a valuable estate of 61 villages and three mahals in the 
Firozabad pargana, assessed at Rs. 32,815. 

Another important Rajput taluqdar of this district is the 
owner of the large estate of Khairigarh in the north. The 
taluqa is of recent formation, as at the beginning of the nine- 
teenth century the family possessed no land in Kheri. They 
claim to be Surajbansis and trace their descent to the ancient 
kings of Ajodhya. In very early days they settled in Kaphar in 
Kumaun, where they reigned for 42 generations ; thence they 
migrated to Katham, which remained their home for 39 more 
generations ; and tbence again to Ajmer in Nepal, the capital of 
a tract of twenty-two parganas given as dowry by the king of 
Bhot to his son-in-law, Triloki Pal. The twentieth descendant 
of the latter was Arjun Mai, who flourished in the days of 
Akbar. The family is thus of some antiquity, at least according 
to their own account; but their merits were hardly recognised by 
the Rajputs of the plains, and when they married their daughters 
to the Ahbans, Janwars or Raikwars^ they had to pay large 
sums as bribes. Unfortunately none of thq places mentioned are 
traceable in any maps, and this has been adduced as throwing 
discredit on the family history. Arjun Mai is said to have 
visited Akbar and to have greatly impressed that sovereign by a 
proof of his descent from the sun in breaking in pieces all vessels 
of inferior metal by the power of the divine effulgence that still 
emanated from his person. He was honoured with a jagir and 
the title of Maharaja, while his tribute was fixed at 25 pieces of 
gold, five ponies, eleven yaks^ tails, and fifteen musk-deer. The 
descendant of this illustrious personage, of whom unfortunately 
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there is no mention by the historians, -was Dip Singh, who 
lived in Doti. His daughter was asked in marriage by Earn 
Bahadur Sah, the Gurkha ruler of Nepal, and a refusal was 
followed by war in 1790, the result being that the Surajbansis 
were expelled from Doti. 

The family claim to have always held Kanchanpur, the tract 
to the north of Khairigarhj but the assertion is doubtful, and it 
would seem that the pargana was held by Brahmans when it was 
conquered by the British and ceded to the latter with Khairigarh 
after the Nepal war. On their expulsion from Doti the Suraj- 
bansis wandered about for forty years, taking service under the 
British Government and the Oudh nobles. They had attempted 
to settle in Khairigarh, but were driven out by Rao Earn 
Singh, the Banjara chieftain. They then fled to Eampur, but 
afterwards returned to Oudh and obtained Basantpur in Bhur 
from Rao Balwant Singh and Kalbaria in Khairigarh from the 
Banjaras. The two sons of Dip Singh were Pirthipal Sah and 
Eaj Ganga Sah, who aided the British in the Gurkha war, tho 
former obtaining a perpetual pension of Rs. 2,400 a year, which 
his descendants still enjoy. In 1821 Raj Ganga Sah attacked 
the Brahman chieftain of Kanchanpur, took him prisoner, and 
drowned him in the Ohauka, near Marauncha ghat. He thus 
acquired Kanchanpur, and in 1830 he turned upon the Banjaras 
whom he defeated and drove out of Khairigarh. In 1841 tho 
Banjaras invoked the aid of the Oudh authorities, but Ganga Sah 
withdrew to the fort of Newalkhar and the opposing forces 
perished almost to a man in the deadly climate of the forest. At 
the summary settlement the right of Raja Randhuj Sah to tho 
whole of the two parganas was admitted ; but in 1869 Kanchan- 
pur was transferred to Nepal, and by way of compensation the 
Raja obtained a large share, 78 square milos in extent, of tho 
confiscated estates of Dhaurahra and Lakhanwara. He was- 
succeeded by Raja Indra Bikram Sah, who died in 1886, leaving 
three widows, of whom the eldest is Rani Surat Kunwar, a 
daughter of Thakur Bhup Sah of Achan in Nepal. Tho estate 
was for some time under the management of tho Court of Wards. 
It consists of the whole pargana of Khairigarh, excluding the 
reserved forest, and comprising 60 villages; tho Majhra estate 
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of 24 villages in Paila ; 20 villages forming the Kafara property 
in Dhaurahra ; three villages of Nighasan and three in Srinagar. 
The whole is assessed at Ks. 71,966. The Panics residence is at 
Singahi in Khairigarh. 

The only other resident Hindu talnqdar is a Eurmi, Eai 
Earn Din Bahadur of Paila. He belongs to a colony of Kurmis 
who have been settled in Paila for many centuries. His father, 
Eai Tula Earn Bahadur, the son of Debi Parshad, rendered loyal 
service during the mutiny and was rewarded with a portion of 
the confiscated estate of Eaja Lone Singh. He died in 1871 
and was succeeded by his son, the present taluqdar, on whom the 
title of Eai Bahadur was bestowed as a personal honour in 1873. 
The taluqa at present consists of nine villages and one mahal 
in pargana Paila, three villages and one mahal in Haidarabad, 
one village, Sakhetu, in Srinagar and the Harinagar grant in 
Magdapur. The whole is assessed at Es. 11,216. 

Mahant Harcharan Das of Maswasi in Unao is a Nanak- 
shahi Faqir and the successor of Mahant Gur Narain Das, who 
made large purchases of land in different parts of Oudh before 
annexation and afterwards obtained a taluqdari scmad. His 
possessions in this district consisted in 1860 of the Bhenda estate 
in Pasgawan and Barwar, assessed at Es. 4,231. The property 
is now known as Gulrai and comprises fourteen villages in Pas- 
gawan and one in Muhamdi, paying a revenue of Es. 8,320. 
The mahant was educated at the Canning College, and the 
taluqa was administered by the Court of Wards during his 
minority. 

The Sombansi Eaja of Qila Partabgarh must be included 
among the taluqdars of Kheri, although the bulk of his possessions 
lie in the Partabgarh district. Eaja Ajit Singh of Taraul, the 
adoptive father of the present Eaja, acquired an enormous estate 
in Partabgarh in reward for his services to the British during 
the mutiny, and also a large property in Gouda. The latter, 
was subsequently restored to the former owner and the Eaja 
obtained in exchange lands in Hardoiand Unao and the Aurang- 
abad and Aliganj estates in this district. These formed portions 
of the confiscated Mitauli taluqa, and subsequent additions were 
made by purchase, chiefly from the European grantees. The 
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property, which passed to Raja Partab Bahadur Singh in 1889, 
now consists of 19 villages and one mahal in pargana Paila, five 
villages and two mahals in Pasgawan, three villages and two 
mahals in Muhamdi, three villages in -Bhur, three in Haidar- 
abad, and one mahal in Aurangabad. The whole is assessed at 
Rs. 14,373. 

There are several other Hindu taluqdars who own land in 
Kheri, but all reside in other districts and their possessions here 
are very small save in one instance. This exception if? the 
Kayasth taluqdar of Sarawan-Baragaon in Hardoi. The history 
of his family will be found in the volume on that district.* Raja 
Dhanpat Rai and Raja Fateh Chand, who were cousins and 
together held the Sarawan-Baragaon taluqa, rendered loyal service 
to the British in the pacification of the Hardoi district in 1858, 
and in reward obtained the estate known as Sirsawa Bilahra, 
a portion of the confiscated properties of Dhaurahra and Lakhan- 
wara, then yielding Rs. 39,891 in the parganas of Srinagar and 
Dhaurahra. In 1860 their estates were partitioned, Dhanpat 
retaining 13 villages, the other seven going to Amir Chand, one 
of the sons of Fateh Chand. The latter was succeeded in 1887 
by his son, Narendra Bahadur, while Dhanpat Rai, who died in 
1867, left his property to his eldest son, Kunwar Durga Parshad, 
the present taluqdar of Sarawan, At present the Kheri posses- 
sions of this family comprise the Sarsawa estate of fourteen 
villages in Dhaurahra and six villages of Srinagar, paying a 
revenue of Rs. 12,905. 

The others call for very brief mention. The Rana of 
Khajuj^aon in Rai Bareli owns two villages in pargana Bhur, 
assessed at Rs. 1,160 and known as the Kharohia estate, which 
were acquired by Sir Shankar Bakhsh ^ingh. Another Bais 
taluqdar, but of a different family, is Tbakur Jawahir Singh 
of Basaidih in Sitapur, who has purchased one village in 
Haidarabad. His kinsman, Thakur Baldco Singh of Kanhmau 
in Sitapur, owns one mahal of Udaipur in the Kasta pargana, 
a portion of the estate granted to Thakur Beni Singh for his 
loyalty during the mutiny, the village having formerly been 
included in the Mitauli taluqa. 


* Gazetteer of Hardoi, p. 84. 
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In a similar manner Seth Murli Manohar, the Khattri 
taluqdar of Muiz-ud-dinpur in Sitapur, acquired a small property 
in pargana Kasta, known as Daranagar, and consisting at present 
of one village and one mahal. It is now held by his son, Seth 
Eaghnbar Dayal, at a revenue of Es. 2,460. 

The Ganrs of Eatesar in Sitapur at one time had consider- 
able possessions in the south of the district ; but they were driven 
back by the Musalmans of Muhamdi, and also by the Janwars, 
who recovered all their lost estates. At the present time only 
one village, Khanipur Raipur in pargana Dhaurahra, is held by 
the Eatesar taluqdar, who pays for it a revenue of Rs. 350. 

The Musalman Ahbans still hold a large amount of land in 
the district, the remnants of the vast estates once owned by 
members of this clan, both Hindu and Muhammadan, and three 
of their properties are classed as taluqas. In Sleeman’s time all 
Bhurwara was the property of the Ahbans and was divided into 
four parts known as Haidarabad, Earanpur, Aliganj and 
Sikandarabad, which afterwards became separate parganas ; but 
these four shares were again greatly subdivided, and there was 
no raja exercising authority over the clan. The first of the 
Ahbans to become a Musalman was, it is said, Raja Mul Sah, 
who went to Dehli during the reign of Shahjahan. From him 
in later days came two brothers, Baz Ehan and Fateh Ehan, 
and during their time till all Bhurwara was seized by the 
Saiyids of Barwar, as will be recorded in the history of 
the district. Both brothers left numerous descendants, and after 
the overthrow of the Muhamdi house the Ahbans recovered 
most of their lost possessions. Baz Ehan had twelve sons, of 
whom eight left no issue, while from the two eldest, Sangi Khan 
and Tarbiat Khan, come the taluqdars of Kotwara, Jalalpur and 
Raipur, and the zamindars of Bhurwara, Ghursi, Amethi and 
elsewhere. Fateh Khan^s descendants moved north and settled 
around Kukra and Gola, acquiring between 1821 and 1832 a 
large tract of country. During the ten years preceding annexa- 
tion the Ahbans suffered very heavily at the hands of their 
kinsman of Mitauli and the taluqdars of Oel and Mahewa. 
Lone Singh seized Kukra and Mailani ; the Raja of Oel swal- 
lowed up Bhurwara, Chaurathia, and Siathu; and the Thakur of 
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Mahewa took Bansi and Saunkhia Sansarpur. They thus were 
deprived of 72 villages, all mortgaged or sold for very inadequate 
sums and under great pressure; the owner of Siathu being 
subjected to torture and threatened with death. Subsequently 
somewhat less than half of these were recovered by redemption 
of the mortg£^es, and in 1860 there were several large estates 
owned by the Ahbans. In addition to the three taluqas there 
were the Musalman properties of Chaurathia, Gola and Kukra 
and the Hindu estates of Bansi and Saunkhia Sansarpur, as well 
as niany smaller properties in Aliganj, Haidarabad and Paila. 

Tarbiat Khan had three sons, the eldest being Muhammad 
Hasan Khan, who held Jalalpur in Sleeman’s day, when ho 
owned twelve nankar villages in addition to his share in the 
family estate. He was succeeded by Ibad-ullah Khan, with 
whom the summary settlement was made, for 13 villages in 
Aliganj under the name of Agar Buzurg at Rs. 6,762. During 
his lifetime he made over the property to his son, Kiamat-ullah 
Khan, who died in 1868 and was succeeded by his widow. At 
her death in 1884 a relative, named Muhammad Lutf-ullah Khan, 
obtained the estate by purchase. His property now consists of 
the Mirzapur taluqa of eleven villages and one mahal in pargana 
Bhur, and two villages, known as the Jalalpur estate, in Paila. 
The whole is assessed at Rs. 8,626. 

Prom the second son of Tarbiat Khan come the zamindars 
of Bhurwara and Chaurathia, and from a third came Madar 
Bakhsh, who in 1827 compiled a large estate with the aid of the 
revenue officials. He held it till annexation and engaged for 
the Kotwara taluqa at the summary settlement. He died in 
1859 and the property, then comprising 24 villages in Karanpur 
and Haidarabad, assessed at Rs. 6,617, passed to his widow, Chand 
Bibi, who held it for her infant son, Azmat-ullah Khan. The 
latter died, and the widow continued in possession till hor death 
in 1886. She was succeeded by her daughter’s son, Saiyid Raza 
Husain, whom she had adopted. His property now consists of 
14 whole villages and two mahals in pargana Haidarabad, and 
the RampurGokul estate of eleven villages and two malials in 
Paila ; the whole paying a revenue of Rs. 10,902. Ho also owns 
the small estate of Paohhim Bilaon in Bara Banki. 
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The third taluqdar of this stock is descended from Bahadur Raipur, 
Khan, a younger son of Baz Khan. His descendants all settled 
in the Sikandarabad pargana, and by degrees amassed a consider- 
able estate. The family records say that Dhaka was acquired 
in 1802, and Eoshannagar four years later; in 1819 three, and in 
1829 five more villages were added. Six more were subsequently 
included in the estate between 1844 and 1851. Bahadur Khan 
was followed by Roshan Khan, and then by Khudadad Khan. 

The eldest son of the latter was Lai Khan, who engaged for the 
Raipur taluqa in pargana Sikandarabad at the summary settle- 
ment, the revenue being Rs. 6,299. His son, Husain Khan, 
predeceased him, and at his death in 1873 he was succeeded by 
his grandson, Muhammad Sher Khan, the present taluqdar. 

The estate at present comprises 14 villages and one mahal in - 
Haidarabad, and the village of Pipra and one mahal of Kondri 
in Paila. For these he pays a revenue of Rs. 7,430. 

The largest Musalman estate in the district is that of Shahpur. 
Bahadurnagar or Shahpur, as it is now called, after the village of 
that name in pargana Muhamdi. This taluqa represents all that 
is left of the vast estates of the Saiyids of Pihani and Barwar, 
and their successors at Muhamdi. The story of the Saiyids and 
of the converted Sombansi, Raja Ibad-ullah Khan, and his 
descendants will be found in the history of the district. Ibad-ullah 
held possession of all the old pargana of Barwar Anjana and all 
Bhurwara, the ancestral estate of the Ahbans. He was succeeded 
in 1737 by his son, Mahbub Ali, who left his property to his son, 

Ghulam Muhammad, in 1752. The latter was murdered in 1757 
by his uncle, Ali Akbar Khan ; who held the taluqa for his life- 
time, during which he was driven out of Muhamdi by the Gaurs 
whom he afterwards defeated with Rohilla aid at Mailani. In 
1775 Ghulam Nabi Khan, brother of Ghulam Muhammad, suc- 
ceeded his uncle, but got into trouble with the revenue authorities 
and died in prison at Lucknow in 1792. The estate was then 
broken up, and in 1779 the chakladar, Mansa Ram, settled the 
lands with the old proprietors, Baohhils, Ahbans and Kurmis, 
although many villages were left to the dependents of the Saiyids. 

It was not till 1791 that the deposed family made any effort to 
recover the lost possessions j then Zahid Ali and Wahid Ali, sons 
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of Ghulam Nabi Khan, raised a revolt; but this was crushed by 
the zamindars and the claimants slain, chiefly through the exer- 
tions of the Jalalpur Ahbans under Abdullah Khan, who obtained 
in reward five villages free of rent. Two more sons of Ghulam 
Nabi followed the same course, but were captured and sent to 
Lucknow in 1804 by Hakim Mahdi Ali Khan. One of them, 
Aman Ali Khan, was released at the intercession of his mother, 
and after swearing to remain peacable obtained six villages from 
the nazim.* The latter, when he lost his office in 1820, signed a 
paper to the effect that Aman Ali had always received a tribute 
of two rupees from each village of the old estate, and this claim 
was admitted by his successor, Param Dhan. Aman Ali Khan 
died in 1837 and was succeeded by his son, Baja Ashraf Ali 
Khan, who at first only held the six villages, but in 1851 he 
obtained the lease of 65 others, which he hold till annexation. 
He subsequently received a taluqdaii sanad, and at the summary 
’ settlement engaged for an estate paying a revenue of Rs. 12,565 
in the parganas of Muhamdi, Haidarabad, Pasgawan and Magda- 
pur. He might have obtained much more, and probably would 
have done so had he dreamt that ho should be declared proprietor 
of lands so easily acquired, for in 1856 he executed a deed trans- 
ferring his rights in Atwa Piparia to Fida Husain Khan, brother 
of the chakladar. This property was 64 square miles in area, and 
had yielded Es. 25,000 ; the consideration was a silver-mounted 
sword. Raja Ashraf Ali Khan, whoso title was declared 
hereditary in 1864, died three years later and was siicoeedod 
by his son. Raja Musharraf Ali Khan, who engaged for the 
estate at the regular settlement in 1868. Being heavily embar- 
rassed, the property was taken over for a time under the 
Encumbered Estates Act. He was succeeded by his widow, Rani 
^ Sahib Jan, at whose death in February, 1881, the property 
j passed to her son. Raja Muzaffar Ali Khan. He died in 1896 
i at the age of 28, and the taluqa has since' been hold by his 
widow. Rani Sarfaraz Begam. The family are generally styled 
Saiyids, but in reality are converted Sombansis; the Rani is a 
daughter of the late Raja of Nanpara in Bahraioh. The property 
comprises at the present time the Shahpur estate of 21 villages and 
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two mahals in Muhamdi, the Magdapur estate of 25 villages and 
one mahal in Magdapur, the Ahmadnagar estate of five villages 
in Haidarabad, the village of Uarsinghpur in Eukra, and Banka- 
gaon in Pasgawan. The whole is assessed at Rs. 28,255. The 
Eani also owns the Mangauria property of two villages in the 
Bahraich district. 

Thetaluqdar of Jalalpur in Hardoi is also a Saiyid, but 
he comes of an old Musalman family, and is not merely a Saiyid 
by courtesy like the Eajas of Bahadurnagar. His inclusion 
among the taluqdars of this district is of comparatively recent 
date, as prior to the mutiny the family held no land in Kheri. 
Maulvi Pazal Easul of Jalalpur, in reward for services rendered 
against the rebels in the neighbourhood of Sandila, obtained a 
grant of land producing an income of Rs. 8,000 out of the 
confiscated estates of Dhaurahra and Lakhanwara. This pro- 
perty consisted of six villages and was known by the name of 
Muhammadpur. The Maulvi died in 1879 and left his property 
to his son, Maulvi Pazal Husain, who held it till his death in 
1901, when he was succeeded by his son, Saiyid Iltifat Rasul, 
the present owner. The bulk of the taluqa lies in Hardoi, but 
there are other portions in Sitapur, XJnao and Lucknow.* The 
Kheri estate comprises the original six villages of Muhammad- 
pur in pargana Dhaurahra, now assessed at Es. 2,835. 

The only other Musalman taluqdar who now holds any 
land in this district is the Raja of Mahmudabad of the great 
family of Sheikh Khanzadas in Sitapur. His possessions in 
Kheri have been but recently acquired. A large portion of the 
confiscated taluqa of Mitauli was bestowed on Captain A. P. W. 
Orr, and was known as the Kasta estate, comprising almost the 
whole of the pargana of that name. This he soon afterwards sold 
to Raja Amir Hasan Khan of Mahmudabad, who was succeeded at 
his death in 1903 by his son, Raja Ali Muhammad Khan, the 
present taluqdar. Other villages were from time to time acquired 
by the Raja, and the property in the district now consists of the 
Kasta estate of 64 villages and one mahal in pargana Kasta, two 
villages in Paila, and two in Magdapur. The whole pays a 
revenue of Rs. 46,600. 
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One taluqdari estate is owned hy a European, Mr. L. D. 
Hearsey of Mamri in pargana Haidarabad. This property was 
originally included in Bhurwara and in later days was absorbed 
into the great taluqa of Eaja Lone Singh of Mitauli. On the 
confiscation of the latter^s estate a portion assessed at Rs. 10,000 
was given to Captain W. M. Hearsey, in reward for mutiny 
services, and from him descended to the present owner. The 
original estate lay in the parganas of Haidarabad, Bhur, Paila, 
Kasta and Magdapur, but some of this has been sold. A 
large addition was subsequently made to the property by the 
purchase of Atwa Piparia from Captain Fida Husain.’ The 
estate now comprises in all 40 villages, 15 mahals, and two 
pattis, paying a revenue of Es. 14,387. Of these, twenty 
villages are in pargana Atwa Piparia ; eleven villages, six mahals, 
and two pattis, known as the Ataria estate in Paila; five villages 
and six mahals forming the Mamri estate, in Haidarabad ; two 
villages and two mahals in Magdapur ; two villages, the Gulariha 
and Matera grants, in Dhaurahra; and one mahal in Kukra* 
Several taluqdari estates, some of them of great size and 
importance, have disappeared since annexation. The largest 
were those confiscated on account of the rebellion of their 
owners in 1857 and their persistent refusal to sixrrender. These 
were the Mitauli estate of Eaja Lone Singh, the head of the 
Ahbans, the Dhaurahra estate of Raja Indra Bikram Sah, a 
Jangre, and the Lakhanwara estate of Eaja Himmat Singh of 
the same clan. The history of Mitauli belongs to the general 
history of the district and will be found in Chapter V. The 
estate was very extensive and was assessed at Es, 44,424 under 
the summary settlement. It was distributed among various 
grantees' for loyal services. Captain A. P, Orr, Captain 
W. M. Hearsey, and Mr. G, Schilling, each obtained portions 
assessed at Rs. 10,000 and known as Kasta, Kukra and Abgaon 
respectively. Other shares fell to Captain J. B. Hearsey, the 
widow of Captain Patrick Orr, Eao Tula Earn of Paila, and six 
smaller zamindars. The Dhaurahra taluqa paid Es, 17,240 in 
this district, and Lakhan^eara Es. 6,910. They were given to a 
number of persons, the largest shares falling to Captain 
J. Hearsey, Mrs. Eose, the widow of C^iptain Patrick Orr, 
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Saiyid Fazal Easul of Jalalptir in Hardoi, the Kayasths'of San- 
dila and Sardar Pan jab Singh^ the rest, excepting the large 
portion given to the Khairigarh Eaja in exchange for Eanchan- 
pur, went in smaller portions to five other loyal grantees. 
Mrs. Eose’s estate was subsequently sold, and so were those e£ the 
other Europeans except Captain W. M. Hearsey, the purchasers 
being the Eaja-i-Eajgan of Kapurthala and the Eajas of Par- 
tabgarh and Mahmudabad. Another vanished taluqa was Atwa 
Piparia, owned by Captain Fida Husain Khan, who was 
the son of Muhammad Hasan Khan, a Saiyid of Budaun. The 
former was in the Oudh service as also was his brother, Muham- 
mad Husain, at one time chakladar of Muhamdi. Both ofth^e 
obtained large grants of land, the latter in Sitapur, and both 
lost them. Captain Fida Husain held the lease of Atwa Piparia 
before annexation, having received it about 1863 from Eaja 
Ashraf Ali Khan, and was declared proprietor as a taluqdar 
after the mutiny. His property included 32 villages, all of 
which were sold about 1880 under a decree of the civil court, the 
chief purchaser being Mr. Hearsey of Mamri. 

A few of the zamindari properties are of sufficient size to 
deserve separate mention. Eeference has already been made to 
some of these in the foregoing pages, such as the Musalman and 
Hindu Ahbans and the Saiyids of the Muhamdi house. It has 
been shown how the Ahbans of Bhurwara recovered many of 
their lost possessions after the fall of the Saiyids. One of these 
properties was that of Jamethia or Chaurathia. The owner, 
Muhammad Hasan Khan, mortgaged his property to the Eajas 
of Oel and Mahewa, and at annexation the deeds were found in 
the latter’s possession. He sued, however, for redemption of 
mortgage and ultimately obtained a decree for possession from 
the Privy Council. He was succeeded by Habib-ullah Khan, 
who engaged for Es. 3,007 at the summary settlement. The 
latter was followed by Khalil-ullah Khan, the present owner, 
who was appointed an honorary magistrate and an honorary 
munsif in 1882. He resides at Bhurwara, and his property 
now consists of 16 villages and one mahal in Bhur, and one 
village and six shares in Paila; the whole is assessed at 
Es. 9,142, 
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KukM. The Kukra estate was also regained by the Ahbans, but was 

afterwards absorbed on the terms of a mortgage into the vast 
taluqa of Raja Lone Singh. On its confiscation it was given to 
Captain Hearsey, but with the condition that the mortgaged 
villages should remain separate till the decision of the settlement 
officer. In June, 1870, these villages and some others were 
decreed in favour of Abd-ul-Ahad Khan, who had given them 
in mortgage originally. He was succeeded by his sons, Abd-ul- 
Ghani and Abd-ur-Rahman Khan, who now hold 13 villages in 
pargana Kukra at a revenue of Rs. 2,750. 

Bwwi. The only large estate remaining to the Hindu Ahbans is 

that of Bansi in Bhnr, which consists of one whole village and 
shares in six others. A century ago this was held by Mithan 
Singh, who rebelled against the Government and was killed fight- 
ing in 1839. His property was taken under direct management, 
but three years later was handed over to his son, Hardeo 
Bakhsh Singh. According to the family custom, the latter’s 
cousin, Bariar Singh, obtained a half share in the property, and 
the summary settlement was made with both, Hardeo Bakhsh 
engaging for Rs. 2,265. He died leaving two widows, who still 
survive. Bariar Singh left a minor son, Ambar Singh, who was 
educated under the Court of Vards at the Colvin School in 
Lucknow and came into possession of the property in 1903. 

Hskara. Bachhils have but little left them of their former 

estates. In Aurangabad, however, one fair-sized property 
remains. This is known as Nakara, and consists of eight villages 
‘ paying Rs. 3,540 in revenue. In 1819 it was taken from the 
Bachhils and bestowed on Mir Muhammad Quli of Pihani ; but 
"being subsequently confiscated it was restored in 1830 to Kanh 
Singh, who lived to engage at the summary settlement in 1869. 
In 1863 he was succeeded by Gopal Singh, whose two sons, 
Gajraj Singh and Jaipal Singh, are now in possession. 

^rang. It has been already narrated how Raja Ashraf Ali Khan of 
Muhamdi regained some portion of the family estates. The 
Aurangabad property, which was confiscated with the rest on the 
death of Ghulam Muhammad Khan, was in 1799 given in lease 
by Hakim Mahdi Ali Khan to Saiyid Jatnrat Ali of Aurang- 
abad. It was then held in succession by several zamindars, till 
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in 1855 it was leased to Ashiq Ali, a descendant of Saiyid 
Khurram of Barwar^ the last of the direct line of Sadr Jahan to 
hold the estate. He left two daughters, one of whom wajs Jafri 
Begam, who married a distant connection, Saiyid Tasadduq 
Husain. By a family arrangement this man was entrusted with 
the management of the whqle estate, but the share of the elder 
sister has been recently separated. He now holds six villages 
and shares in 21 others in Aurangabad, assessed at Rs. 4,339, 
and three villages and two shares in Pasgawan paying Es. 1,078. 

The Magrahna property of six villages and one share in 
Muhamdi, assessed at Rs. 4,865, is held by Mir Abd-us-Samad 
Khan, a relative of the Musalman Sombansis of Bahadurnagar. 
The estate which was for some time under direct management 
was given in 1797 by Hakim Mahdi Ali Khan to Asad Ali 
Khan in nankar. It descended to Abu Ali, who engaged at the 
summary settlement, and then to the present owner. 

Lastly, there are the Sikh estates of Aira and Eaini in 
Dhaurahra. The latter was given from the confiscated Dhau- 
rahra taluqa to Sardar Pan jab Singh for his loyal services in the 
mutiny. His son, Jwala Singh, purchased the adjoining pro- 
perty of Aira from Mr. Sutherland. His sons, Sardar Sant 
Singh and Sardar Jogendra Singh, are now in possession. The 
former holds Eaini, a property of ten villages and one share 
assessed at Es. 4,320; and the latter Aira, which comprises 
twelve villages paying Es. 5,775. 

Eents are paid either in cash or in kind, and of the latter 
there are several forms. Grain rents fall into two main divisions, 
known as hata,i or the partition of the grain on the threshing-floor 
in a fixed proportion between landlord and tenant, and kankut, 
whereby the produce of the field is appraised before harvest and 
the landlord's share is thus determined. The former is as rare 
in Kheri as it is common in Sitapur. Occasionally a peculiar 
system is to be found whereby a fixed proportion of so many 
maunds per higha of a particular crop is paid to the proprietor ; but 
kankut is almost universally adopted. This is of two kinds, but 
the essential features are the same throughout. The gross pro- 
duce of the standing crop is estimated, a deduction of ten per 
Cent, is made to cover village dues and expenses known as kharch^ 
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and after further deductions for tenants’ privileges in the shape 
of im- and the like, the landlord’s share, which commonly amounts 
to one-half, is calculated on the remainder. The difference 
between the two forms comes in at this point : under simple 
Teanhvi the share is paid in grain; while under darJcati Teankut 
it is converted into cash at rates, somewhat higher than the 
current harvest prices in order to allow for the subsequent rise. 
The usual practice is to take the current bazar prices some three 
months after harvests ; these are reported by ziladara and the price 
is fixed for the estate after a comparison of their returns. A 
portion of the rent is as a result of this system generally real- 
ized on account. The privilege known as Jeur was originally a 
concession made to high-caste tenants who were forbidden to 
handle the plough ; but it was often extended as a favour to 
others and now is granted according to local circumstances. In 
good tracts where tenants are not in demand, it is allowed to 
high-caste tenants, specially good cultivators, headmen, founders 
of hamlets and tenants personally favoured by the landlord for 
any particular reason. In the bad tracts, whore there is a 
demand for cultivators, it is granted to most tenants as an induce- 
ment to settle or to take up new land. The other privileges are 
of the same nature as those which are found in Sitapur ; but 
where hankut prevails the landlord generally makes a deduction 
of an anna in tfie rupee to cover the whole. 

Cash rents also present some variety. In mast villages there 
are special rates for tobacco, poppy and garden crops aroxtnd the 
villalge sites, though it is not always clear whether the rates are 
attached to the fields or to the crop. In some cash-paying and 
in all grain-rented villages these crops, as well as sugarcane and 
turmeric, pay specially high rents, at rates which have in moat 
oases been long established; the usual method of enhancement 
in old days was effected by a reduction in the size of the local 
higha, but this has become impossible since the survey, which 
has stereotyped the standard of area. Another special system 
is that known as nakahi, which is common in many parts of the 
district and notably so beyond the Chauka. It is said that 
this system comes from Nepal and that the term is a corrup- 
tion of nagM. There is a recognised rate for each crop for 



The People. 


108 


every local bigha^ and this rate varies from village to village 
and from tenant to tenant. The leading features of the system 
are that the rents are always paid in cash not for the whole 
year but for each harvest ; the landlord can claim no rent if the 
crop has been swept away by floods or otherwise destroyed, the 
area thus damaged being deducted under the term nahud;thB 
tenant can if he choose leave the land fallow and pay no rent; 
and lastly a certain proportion of the land is uncharged with 
rent, the allowance being known as chhut and amounting 
to one, two, or even four hiswas in the bigJia, according to the 
caste of the tenant, the demand for cultivators and other 
circumstances. On the other hand, tenants pay hhobrch or village 
expenses, at rates which vary from six pies to as much as five 
annas in the rupee. The conditions affecting chhut and kharch 
vary greatly, but are much the same as the allowances and 
deductions given and taken under the system of grain rents. It 
will thus be seen that nahshi is a hybrid system resembling a 
produce rent in its dependence on the number of sowings, the 
area sown and the outturn of the crop, but in its independence of 
prices it has one of the characteristics of ordinary cash rents. It 
tends in practice to approach the latter with a series of good 
seasons and with high prices prevailing; but the tendency is at 
once checked in favourable years and could never go far by 
reason of the large areas of land awaiting cultivation in the 
neighbourhood. Of all systems molcshi is the most favourable to 
the tenants, and its existence is a proof that cultivators are in 
strong demand, and therefore able to make their own terms. One 
of its great advantages is that a tenant can leave a field fallow 
for a year or two, paying no rents, and when he returns to it 
again and obtains a magnificent crop he has to pay no more than 
for a poor one. 

Ordinary cash rents are still very low in this district, 
although they have risen appreciably during recent years. They 
are naturally very uneven, owing to the great ^variety in the 
physical characteristics of different parts of the district. At the 
time of the first regular settlement the highest rents to be found 
anywhere were Es. 16‘5 per acre for tobacco land and Es. 13*6 
for sugarcane in Haidarabad. Common rates for average land 
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near the village site were from Rs. 6 to Rs. 8 per acre ; but in the 
less-developed parganas large areas of land were rented at a rupee 
or even less, outlying fields in Palia, Kukra and Bhur generally 
averaging no^more than eight annas. These low rates were usually 
offered with the direct object of inducing cultivators to settle, and 
the system is said to have produced most successful results in 
pargana Bhur. At the last settlement the average recorded cash 
rate for the whole district was Rs. 3'36 per acre. In the upland 
villages the averages were Rs. 6 for goind, Rs. 4 for manjhar 
and Rs. 2 for polo; while in the lowlying tracts they were about 
Es. 4-6, Rs. 3, and Re. 1‘5 respectively. The rates of course 
vary from pargana to pargana, and for this reference may be 
made to the various pargana articles. G-enerally speaking, it 
may be said that rents are highest in the upland portions of the 
Lakhimpur tahsil and in the east of Muhamdi, the rate in 
Kheri being actually higher than anywhere else; they are 
lowest, as is only to be expected, in the precarious tracts beyond 
the Chauka and in the forest pargana of Kukra Mailaui. Even 
in the same pargana, however, many striking variations are to be 
found depending on numerous conditions, such as the caste of the 
tenant, his residence or non-residence in the village which he 
cultivates, the size of the holdings, the circumstances of the 
landlord, and the general historic conditions. Caste is a most 
important factor, and for the whole district the advantage of 
the high caste tenant amounts to nearly two annas in the 
rupee. In the south it is about 20 per cent., while in Pirozabad, 
where the high caste tenants have always been very strong, the 
advants^e is as much as 42 per cent. The best cultivators, as 
usual, pay the highest rates. Muraos and Kurmis at the last 
settlement came first with general average rates of Rs. 4'03 and 
Rs. 4’18 respectively ; at the other hand came Rajputs with 
Rs. 2‘92 and Kayasths with Rs. 2*36. The holdings are every- 
where large — an almost necessary feature of a backward district. 
At the first regular settlement they averaged 4’6 acres for 
resident and 2*72 acres for non-resident cultivators, while at the 
last assessment the figures were 4*39 and 2*4 acres respectively. 
As usual, the holdings are largest in the case of Rajputs and all 
high-caste cultivators, but the average for Kurmis is remarkably 
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high, amoanting to over five acres. That this results from an 
insufficient supply of cultivators is shown by the fact that the 
average cash rental is markedly higher in villages where the 
average holdings are smaller than in those in which they 
exceed the general average of the district. Eesidence is another 
important factor, for an unusually large proportion of the land is 
held by non-resident tenants, amounting to 23 per cent, of the 
whole tenant area at the last settlement. This inevitably has 
a great effect on the average rent-rate, as throughout the district 
residents paid Rs, 3'62 in cash-rented lands and non-residents 
only Rs. 2-49, giving the latter an advantage of 31-2 per cent., 
this being again a proof of the backwardness of the tract. Rents 
are also largely affected by the nature of the proprietary tenure, 
being least in the estates of taluqdars and highest on those of the 
poor proprietors. This is the case throughout Oudh, and here in 
Kheri, while taluqdari lands paid on an average Rs. 3‘18, 
holdings in jzamindari and coparcenary properties fetched Rs. 3'67 
and Rs. 3*96 respectively ; but it should be remembered that in 
this district the estates of the smaller proprietors are almost all 
situated in the more stable and fertile tracts. The influence of 
historic condition is vague, but considerable. For instance, 
there is a tendency for cash rents to remain low if they have been 
converted from grain rents at a time when low prices prevail. 
Further, cash rents imposed when the cultivators were prosperous 
are as a rule constantly raised by small enhancements, while those 
imposed when the tenants are poor either remain stationary or 
break down altogether. 

The actual proportion of the land held on grain-rents to the 
total tenant area varies greatly according to local circumstances. 
At the last settlement slightly more than 40 per cent, was thus 
held, but the ratio is far greater in the more precarious tracts than 
in the settled parganas of the south. In addition to this, about 
one-seventh of the land was cultivated by tenants paying rent 
under the nakshi system. During the currency of the first regular 
settlement there was a marked tendency to convert produce rents 
into cash payments, and the movement is still in active operation. 
Under normal conditions conversions result from a reduction 
in the size of agricultural holdings which attends increasing 
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population, as with the reduced area additional effort is required 
on the part of the cultivator, and the inducement is provided by 
na«>i rents, which not only assure to the tenant the fruits of his 
labour, but increase the actual profits of his cultivation, enabling 
him to tide over bad seasons with the savings of prosperous years. 
“The system of is unpopular, because of its uncertainty, its 

liability to abuse, and its delays injurious to the ripened crop; 
and recent high prices have stimulated the tenants to demand 
cash rents. The enjoyment of high profits by appraisement with 
high prices, and the restrictions placed by the Rent Act on 
enhancement, induce the landlords to insist on high initial cash 
rents as the price of conversion. Rents which are much too high 
permanently for the large holdings are thus being imposed ; 
much of the land now getting cash rents is really too precarious 
to bear them ; and a fall in prices will almost certainly lead to a 
collapse of these new rents if not to a reversion to hanJeui.’’* 
In the northern and eastern parganas it will probably bo long 
before grain-rents disappear, as their maintenance is practically 
necessitated by the extreme precariousness of tho outturn. It is 
also probable that rates will remain very low in the north 
on account of the unfavourable nature of the climato and tho 
expense and uncertainty involved in settling new tenants. 

The condition of the people varies with their local surround- 
ings. In spite of their large holdings and low rents, tho Kheri 
tenants are not as a rule more prosperous than those in highly- 
developed districts, as with the exception of a few castes the 
cultivators will not exert themselves beyond the point of mere 
subsistence at a given stodard of comfort. As already mentioned, 
improvement will doubtless come with external pressure resulting 
in reduced holdings and higher rents. In the south of the dis- 
trict the standard of living and comfort of the cultivators does 
not materially differ from that of their neighbours in Sitapur ; 
but beyond the Chauka, and also in a portion of the area between 
that river and the XJl other conditions prevtdl. The unhealthi- 
ness of the climate and the precariousness of the cultivation are 
a bar to steady work ; the people are as a rule of poor physique 
and are incapable of, or disinclined to, much exertion; thrir 
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houses are miserable-looking structures of wattle and thatch; and 
they themselves have but a poor opinion of their own capacity. 
As to their material condition^ dijBferent officers in former years 
have taken widely different, views. Mr. MoMinn, who settled 
a large portion of the district, considered the condition of the 
majority of the agricultural peasantry to be wretched in the 
extreme. Their clothing is insufficient, and their food is an 
unwholesome diet, unless most carefully harvested. The rural 
population are compelled in large numbers to watch their fields 
at night in order to preserve them from the depredations of wild 
animals. They are perched upon platforms elevated eight feet 
above the ground and thinly covered with brushwood or thatch. 
During the winter months the cold in these cages is extreme. 
As a rule, the watchers possess a blanket — often the only one in 
the family — but not unfrequently it is found that the whole 
household cannot muster a single blanket to protect the field- 
watcher from the inclemency of the weather.^^ * On the other 
hand, Mr. Eedfern, in his settlement report of 1879, wrote: 
^^The cultivators of Kheri on the whole fare better and are 
better clad than in districts which have made great progress and 
yield a larger revenue per acre. Particularly in the northern 
parganas, where rents are low beyond belief, the distribution of 
wealth approaches, magno mtervallOj the philosophic ideal. 
The men, though they may be worn by night watchings and 
shaken by ague, retain a large share of the earths produce, and 
the profusion of ornaments which the women display on ankle 
and arm is excellent evidence that a surplus remains to be saved 
after necessities have been provided.^*’ f He added, however, 
that in the southern parganas indebtedness was very prevalent, 
and this fact as well as the absence of capital prevented cultiva- 
tors from migrating to the unoccupied lands in the centre and 
north of the district and so retarded the general development. 

• Gazetteer of Oudh, II, p, 191. | t Settlement Eeport, p. 17. 
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The district is in the charge of a Deputy Commissiouer, who 
is subject to the control of the Commissioner of the Lucknow 
division. The magisterial and revenue staff consists ordinarily of 
three Deputy Collectors and three tahsildars. Besides these there 
are several honorary magistrates. In 1906 Rajendra Bahadur 
Singh and Lala Tulsi Ram had third-class powers in the munici- 
pality and police circle of Lakhimpur : Raja Muneshwar Bakhsh 
Singh of Mallanpur had second-class powers within the limits of 
his estate in the Isanagar police circle; Muhammad Khalil-ullah 
Khan had similar powers in the Bhira and Gola thanas; Saiyid 
Tasadduq Husain had third-class powers in the Mitauli circle; 
and Lala Babu Lai in Dhaurahra and Nighasan. The district 
lies within the jurisdiction of the civil and sessions Judge of 
Sitapur. There is a subordinate judge at headquarters and one 
munsif; also posted at Lakhimpur. Muhammad Khalil-ullah 
Khan is also an honorary munsif for pargana Bhur, and Sardar 
Jogendra Singh of Aira for pargana Dhaurahra. The remaining 
staff includes the superintendent of police, the civil surgeon, 
assistant surgeon, district surveyor, the deputy conservator of 
forests, the assistant conservator, the head-master of the high 
school, and the postmaster. 

The district as a separate subdiviaon dates only from after 
the mutiny. At annexation the parganas now comprising the 
district of Eheri were divided between the two districts of 
Muhamdi and Mallanpur, which also included parts of Hardoi 
and Sitapur. The Mallanpur district comprised the land between 
the Ghagra or Kauriala and the Cfhauka; its headquarters were 
at Mallanpur, now in pargana Tambaur of Sitapur. The rest was 
known as Muhamdi, and the Deputy Commissioner was stationed 
at that place. Both situations were very inconvenient, and most 
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inaccessible. After the reoccapation of Oudh the headquarters 
were fixed at Lakhimpur — -a more central spot, although some of 
the villages are nearly sixty miles distant. The district was for 
some time still known as Muhamdi, the name being changed to 
Kheri in 1864, although it is frequently called Lakhimpur from 
the location of the headquarters at that place. 

The revenue subdivisions consist of three tahsils and seventeen 
parganas. The central or Lakhimpur tahsil comprises the five 
pat^anas of Kheri., Paila, Srinagar, Bhur and Kulrra Mailani. 
The south-western tahsil is known as Muhamdi and is a compact 
block made up of the seven parganas of Muhamdi, Atwa Piparia, 
Magdapur, Haidarabad, Kasta, Aurangabad and Pasgawan. 
The third tahsil is ITighasan, which is a long and narrow tract in 
the north and east, and includes the five parganas of Mghasan, 
Palia, Khairigarh, Dhaurahra and Firozabad. Th e sub-divisional 
arrangements prior to British rule will be dealt with in the fol- 
lowing chapter. Each of the tahsils and parganas will be sepa- 
rately described m the second half of this volume. Up to 1869 
there were four other parganas in the district which were subse- 
quently assorted into th« larger sub-divisions. These were Barwar, 
now amalgamated with. Pasgawan ; Sikandarabad, which was the 
southern portion of the present Haidarabad j Basara, which com- 
prised the south-eastern oorner of the existing pargana of Kheri; 
and Karanpur, the name given to the northern half of Paila. 

The fiscal history of Kheri consequently dates from its constitu- 
tion as a separate district. At annexation a summary settlem ent of 
the land revenue was made in Muhamdi and Mallanpur by the 
Peputy Commissioners, based on the old records, but all traces of 
this were destroyed in the mutiny, and not even the total revenue 
is known. 

In 1868-59 a second summary settlement was made again 
by the Peputy Commissioner, Mr. W.C. Wood, who was succeeded 
by Major Thurburn. The eesessment was also based on the old 
records of the qanungos, from which the assets of each village were 
roughly calculated, the Government demand being taken at 50 
per cent, of the total wnount. The taluqdars at the first summary 
settlement had been treated with much consideration in this 
^strict and the number of villages taken from thorn in 1866 was 
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small in comparison -with the usurpations which had been over- 
looked. Consequentlj at the second settlement, which was essen- 
tially taluqdari in character, the change in proprietary rights 
was but small, with the exception of the three estates of Mitauli, 
Dhaurahra and Lalchanwara which had been confiscated for rebel- 
lion. The revenue assessed was necessarily very low, in consi- 
deration of the backward state of the district. The total amounted 
to Rs. 4,91,922, and this was subsequently increased by the 
assessment of portions of grants which had been settled with 
lessees and afterwards resumed. The details for each pargana 
will be found in the appendix.* 

The first regular settlement of the district began in 1864 
with the demarcation of village boundaries and lasted for a very 
long period, as the resolution of Government on the final report was 
not published till April 1882. The delay was caused by the fact 
that the original assessments, which had been completed hurriedly 
in 1872, were found to require considerable revision, and this 
process lasted till 1878. The assessment was as usual preceded by 
a revenue survey, simultaneously with which the field smwey of 
the Settlement Officer was carried on. The first Settlement Officer 
was Captain Boulderson, who continued to hold the post till Octo- 
ber, 1869, when he was succeeded by Mr.McMinn, who carried on 
the work with the assistance of Mr. J. 0. 'Williams, till 1872. He 
was then followed by Major E.G. Clark, who was mainly engaged 
in the work of the revision. Other officers who were employed 
in the settlement were Mr. Butts, Captain Murray and Mr.T. R. 
Redfern, who finished up the work and wrote the report. 

The actual assessment began in the cold weather of 1867-68, 
when Captain Boulderson first estimated the rental of pargana 
Aurangabad. During the next two years he completed the assess- 
ment of the parganas of Pasgawan, Kasta, Paila, Sikandarabad, 
and the portion of Kheri then known as Basara. In assessing he 
formed no rent-rates, but merely calculated the rental of each 
village from the information derived locally. He adopted 
different systems in the parganas in which cash and kind ffents 
chiefly prevailed. The latter were Barwar and Pasgawan, and 
were he based his assessment on the traditional rat^ for each 
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village, making a distinction between the home lands and the 
outlying fields. His rates were calculated on the local Ugha, 
and this -was often difficult to ascertain, so that ho eventually 
adopted a normal Ugha for the whole pargana— a step which 
resulted in some inequality. For lands which paid grain rents 
he merely relied on the statements of patwaris and Kdmindars; but 
he included considerable areas of fallow and waste, which in some 
cases unduly swelled the assets. In the other parganas his assess- 
ments were based on estimates made in each village, from which 
he computed the average gross produce per Ugha of the several 
soil areas. This was valued at a uniform rate and a proportion, 
generally one-half, was treated as the landlord’s share. This 
proved too high, for in many places the actual proportion was 
one-third or even one-fourth. The produce was converted into 
cash at rates derived from the wholesale transactions of the past 
seven years in the principal bazars. Those were again too high, 
and a year after the assessments were declared ho reduced thorn 
all round, to the extent of Es. 7,243, thus allowing a margin rang- 
ing from 10 to 16 per cent, on his original estimates. 

His successor was Mr. McMinn, who did the assessment of 
eleven parganas under great pressure, as ho was allowed but a 
year for completing the settlement of more than half the district. 
He adopted different systems for different parganas, according 
to the prevailing forms of rent. He began with freely oorreoting 
the survey record, especially in the matter of irrigation! but his 
corrections were based on rough estimates only, and could not 
consequently be checked. Mr. McMinn first assessed the par- 
ganas of Muhamdi, Atwa Piparia, Magdapiir, Haidarabad, 
Kheri and Karanpur in which, according to his view, oatih rents 
generally prevailed. He proceeded to ascertain the rout rates 
for each class of soil, irrigated and unirrigated, in each pargana 
by striking an average of individual fields inspected by himsolf. 
He included, in anticipation of rapid development, large areas 
of waste, and his irrigated rates were applied to all land within 
reach of irrigation; so that when it is remembered that the assess- 
ment was made after a series of good seasons with abnormally high 
prices and that these were followed by several unfavourable years, 
it is hardy surprising to read that many of the proprietors refused 
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to engage at the terms offered. Another defect lay in the undoubted 
preponderance of grain rents in the tract in question, for by ignor- 
ing this fact much inferior land was assumed to be equal to the 
best. In the grain-rented parganas of Dhaurahra and Firozabad 
Mr. McMinn followed a different system. He divided the 
villages into two circles, according as they came under the 
influence of the Chauka or of the Kauriala. He then prepared 
a set of village rates, a valuation of the gross produce during 
the four preceding years, and a set of circle rates. The village 
rates were deduced from selected cash rents ; but as the latter 
were, as now, usually paid for special crops only, they were quite 
unreliable. The valuation of the produce was based on retail 
prices in foreign markets for five years, in two of which the 
prevailing rates were altogether abnormal. The landlord was 
assigned two-fifths instead of the ordinary one-third of the pro- 
duce ; but the pargana rates were derived from the recorded assets 
of three large estates, so that the result was inevitably mislead- 
ing. Lastly, he included a large proportion of faflow which he 
assessed at two-thirds of the ordinary rate. He applied the same 
system generally to Kukra Mailani, with the result that while 
he secured an enormous enhancement only three proprietors 
accepted the assessments in the three parganas. In the naJcshi 
rented parganas of Khairigarh and Paila Mr. McMinn found 
much deterioration, but ascribed it to wilful abandonment of 
land in view of the approaching assessment and maintained the 
cultivated area of the survey records. He classified the villages 
according to healthiness, accessibility, and their proximity to the 
forests. He based his rates on what he conceived would be the 
future rents of the pargana, so that they were very much higher, 
not only than those then prevailing, but also than those of the 
present day. As elsewhere, the proprietors declined to sign 
engagements. 

The rest of the district, comprising the parganas of Bhur, 
Nighasan and Srinagar, were assessed by Mr. J. C. Williams. 
His method was more orthodox than that of the other officers. 
He framed circles within which he constituted classes of villages, 
each demarcated according to soil areas. He then deduced 
crop-rates for each circle and thence evolved revenue rateS; which 
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were inflexibly applied. He followed Mr. McMinn in taking retail 
prices, in anticipating a rapid development, and in over-estimating 
irrigation; but his ascription of certain principal crops to each 
soil area and his deduction of circle rates from a valuation of 
their average produce were peculiarly his own. These measures 
resulted in an enormous increase of revenue, chiefly because of 
the admitted appropriation of considerably more than half the 
actual assets ; and here again the proprietors generally refused to 
engage. 

The result was a total denoand of Ks. 11,88,667, or no less 
than 140 per cent, in excess of that imposed at the summary 
assessment. As already mentioned, it broke down completely ; 
in 780 villages out of a total of nearly one thousand assessed by 
Mr. McMinn and Mr. "Williams the proprietors refused to sign 
the engagement, while in Palia and Khairigarh the new revenue 
had not yet been introduced. The situation was serious and 
speedy action was necessary. Colonel E. Clark was sent to the 
district as Settlement Officer at the end of 1872, and in order to 
set his hands free to take up the work a temporary suspension of 
26 per cent, was made in the eastern parganas. Elsewhere it was 
eventually directed that waste should not be assessed and that 
the new demand should be gradually introduced wherever it 
exceeded the summary assessment by 26 per cent. Very little 
change was made in Captain Boulderson’s work, save that the 
enhancement of the revenue was spread over a number of years. 
Colonel Clark began with the revision of the west central par- 
ganas assessed by Mr. McMinn, using the data already collected 
as far as possible, and also referring to the rent-rolls of the preced- 
ing seven years. In the tract assessed by Mr. Williams the old 
system was in general maintained, but only the actual assessable 
area was treated, the scale of prices used by Captain Boulderson 
were substituted for the retail rates, and rent and not revenue 
rates were applied. The eastern parganas. were treated in the 
same way as the cash-rented tracts assessed by Mr. McMinn. 
The rent-rolls of previous years were taken as the main basis of 
assessment, the only method pbssible in a summary settlement of 
this nature, and care was taken to separate from the rest those 
lauds in triiich cash rents were paid for sperial crops. Palia and 



Revenue and Administration. 


115 


Khairigarh were entirely resettled, new circles being framed and 
circle rates determined from the existing papers. 

The settlement was necessarily of the nature of a makeshift. 

A great reduction had to be made in the demand, and this was revcaue. 
effected satisfactorily for the most part; but at the same time it 
was clear from the first that there would be a large enhancement 
on the summary settlement of 1859. In most parganas liberal 
measures of graduation were adopted, and the final demand was 
not reached in the last pargana, Kukra Mailani, till 1887. This 
step was not, however, taken in Aurangabad, Pasgawan, Kasta, 
Sikandarabad, Paila, Kheri and Srinagar, where the revision 
was first effected; while in Palia and Atwa Piparia there was 
no reason for it, as the summary demand was not exceeded. The 
net result was that the final revenue was fixed at Ks. 8,02,411 or 
73 per cent, more than the summary assessment. The revision 
was completed in 1877, when the total demand for the dis- 
trict was only Es. 7,09,999. The settlement was sanctioned for 
a period of thirty years from the original date, but much of the 
advantage of a long term was lost on account of the constant 
alterations. 

The assessment was not the only work of the settlement Judicial 
officers, for as elsewhere in Oudh they were invested with the 
powers of a civil court for the determination of all rights in 
land. The work of the courts was, however, light as compared 
with other parts of Oudh, possibly on account of the large pro- 
portion of the land held in taluqdari tenure by long-established 
families. The total number of claims preferred from November, 

1865 to August, 1878, during which period the courts remained 
open, was 9,484 — a far smaller number than in most districts of 
Oudh. Much of the litigation, too, arose from sales and mort- 
gages, which had been very numerous, especially in the copar- 
cenary estates of the Muhamdi tahsil. The number of claims to 
subsettlement in taluqas was 531, and of these only 39 were 
decreed, probably owing to the fact that Act 2XVI of 1866 was 
introduced at an early period of the settlement. Under pro- 
prietary rights decrees numbered 687, out of 988 cases instituted, 
these being of the nature of sir or dihdwrL There were also 
94 shanJcalpa decreed, or 67 per cent, of the claims, while other 
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subordinate rights asserted in taluqas amounted to 762, of which 
61 1 were substantiated. In non-taliiqdari estates 826 claims to 
occupancy and other under-proprietary rights were admitted out 
of 1,241 cases brought before the courts. Such lieritable rights 
were established by descendants of persons who had obtained 
rent-free grants from the revenue officials and in a few instances 
by headmen in villages which had long been held under direct 
management. 

In spite of the many disadvantages under which this settle- 
ment laboured at the outset, it proved in the end fairly success- 
ful. For some years following on 1870 the district suffered 
from marked depression, and in 1876 it was ascertained that 
there had been an actual decline in the cultivated area. From 
1880 onwards, however, the tract made steady progress, and this 
was maintained till 1892, when a series of wet years seriously 
affected the lowlying parganas. This was arrested by the famine 
of 1896-97, which operated in a different direction. The culti- 
vated area was everywhere contracted ] but in the north the 
drought improved the public health and at the same time bum- 
per crops of maize and kodon were produced. Here, so long as 
the rainfall is light or normal, steady development may be 
expected; but a wet cycle will arrest the movement. In the 
south, which suffered somewhat acutely from the famine, the 
recovery has been slow, but sure. It must be remembered that 
different circumstances suit different parts of the district and 
that total figures are misleading, as what would be a good year in 
the southern rice tract would possibly affect the north injuriously. 
On the whole, omitting the abnormal years of floods and famines, 
the revenue was collected with ease, and when the term of the 
settlement was about to expire, it was confidently anticipated 
that a considerable enhancement would be secured, not only by 
reason of the general extension of cultivation, but also of the 
great rise in prices and the development of a large and lucrative 
export trade brought about by the construction of the railway. 

The work of the new settlement began in 1897, when 
Mr. S. H. Butler was appointed settlement officer. In the next 
year Mr. A. W. Pirn was sent to the district as assistant settle- 
ment 'officer, and the whole assessment was completed by 
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December 1 900; when the last pargana report was submitted. The 
operations were characterised by rapidity and economy , the total 
cost being only Rs. 44 per square mile, although this excluded the 
expenditure on the survey which preceded the settlement, the 
total average being Rs. 130 per square mile. 

The village papers were prepared by the survey ofiScials, 
but the soil classifications had to be closely scrutinized by the 
settlement officers, and in many cases fresh demarcation was 
found necessary. The system of assessment closely resembled 
that adopted throughout Oudh. Circles were framed topo- 
graphically as far as the varying conditions of the villages 
permitted, and standard rates were elicited, a separate scale 
being determined for high and low oaste tenants, while the 
assumption area was dealt with at high-caste rates. It was con- 
sidered necessary to make large allowances for the circum- 
stances of individual villages, especially in the less developed 
tracts; and in grain-rented areas the average recorded grain 
rental of the village was frequently employed for the valuation 
of grain-rented land. The village records were found to be 
fairly accurate, though inferior to those of most Oudh districts, 
and only in Muhamdi and Pasgawan were attempts at conceal- 
ment of rental detected. The assessment was made on an area of 
790,810 acres, somewhat in excess ofthe average cultivation of the 
preceding fifteen years, but less considerably than the amount 
reached in 1892. The experiences of favourable years subsequent 
to the settlement show that the area assessed was safe, the error, if 
any, being on the side of moderation. Of the whole, 52-9 per cent, 
was held by ordinary tenants on cash rents, 34*3 on grain payments, 
I'S per cent, by occupancy tenants, the rest being included in 
the assumption areas. The grain-rented lands were valued at a 
low rate, not only in anticipation of a fall in prices, but also with 
the intention of leaving a margin for precariousness. The amount 
added for siwai was considerably less than what might have 
been expected from the recorded collections, the reason being 
that much of the income under this head was rejected as not fairly 
assessable. A very small deduction was made for proprietary 
cultivation and Rs. 32,381 were allowed for improvements. The 
net accepted assets were Rs. 22,19,870, or Rs. 1,82,940 less than 
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th.e amotmt recorded for the year of verification, and only a little 
more than the average collections for the preceding fifteen 
years. 

The proportion taken as revenue was 46'4 per cent., the gross 
final demand for the ordinarily-settled portion of the district 
being Rs. 10,28,510. This includes the nominal demand of 
Rs. 6,717 on revenue-free villages and Rs. 13,662 paid by jungle 
grants and fee-simple estates, as well as Rs. 8,741 assessed at the 
same time on the alluvial mahals. The net demand was intro- 
duced gradually, the amount for the first five years being 
Rs. 9,80,222, for the second five years Rs. 9,97,282, and for the 
eleventh year Rs. 10,01,657. The last represents an enhancement 
of 21 per cent, on the expiring revenue. The settlement was 
sanctioned for a period of thirty years for the district as a 
whole, though alterations were made in the length of the term 
for several parganas in order to secure greater uniformity. It 
will expire on the 30th of Jtme, 1929, in Muhamdi, and in 
Lakhimpur and Nighasan one year later in each case. The final 
realizable revenue for each pargana, including the nominal sums 
paid on the grants, will be found in the appendix.* 

The incidence of the final demand on each acre of land 
cultivated at the time of settlement was Re. 1-6-1. This was 
lighter than in any other part of Oudh — a result that was only to 
be expected in so backward a district. The pressure of the revenue 
on the land has become lighter since settlement, owing to a large 
increase in cultivation and conversion of grain rents into cash pay- 
ments at very high rates. The incidence in 1904, when the final 
demand had not yet come into operation, was only Re. 1-1-7 per 
cultivated acre. Neither the cultivated area nor the rents can 
be r^rded as at all stable, but there can be no question as to 
the moderation of the assessment. The figures of the corrected 
rent-roll are not reliable, but the revenue is at the present time 
probably not more than one-third of the rental demand. The 
revenue has been collected with ease. A large part of the district 
is held in talnqdari tenure, and though many of the taluqdars are 
to a considerable extent in debt, there has been no difficulty 
in realiting the Government demand. Trouble is sometimes 
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experienced with regard to the small proprietors in Pasgawan, but 
this is certainly not the result of high assessment. 

The assessment of the alluvial mahals along the Chauka and 
other rivers was conducted at the same time as the regular settle- 
ment. At the first regular assessment, these had been generally 
settled for the full period together with the rest of the district ; 
but at the last revision 33 mahals were demarcated and treated 
under the ordinary rules applied to such alluvial lands. They 
were all assessed by Mr. Butler in the latter part of 1900, sanc- 
tion being received in the following year. Ten of these mahals, 
comprising seven in Srinagar assessed at Es. 1,995, and one each 
in Palia, Dhaurahra and Nighasan, were settled conditionally 
for the full term and their assessmefit will only come up for 
revision in the case of any abnormal extent of alluvion and 
diluvion. The remainder, comprising ten in Palia, ten in 
Dhaurahra, two in Bhur, at Rs. 525, and one in Pirozabad pay- 
ing Rs. 575, were assessed for five years only, these being for 
the most part in the hands of smaller proprietors. The total 
revenue of the alluvial mahals in 1904 was Rs. 8,741, of which 
Rs. 3,490 were paid in Dhaurahra, Rs. 3,015 in Srinagar, Rs. 800 
in Nighasan and Rs. 336 in Palia. 

In addition to the ordinary revenue demand, the usual cesses 
are paid in this district which are levied in other parts of Oudh. 
At the first regular settlement they amounted to per cent, of 
the gross land revenue, being made up of the road and school 
funds, each of one per cent., and the district dak and marginal 
cesses, of J per cent. each. In 1871 the local rate of per cent, 
was imposed, and in 1878 a famine rate oftwo per cent, was added, 
thus making up the consolidated local rate of seven per cent, 
which is now in force. The patwari rate of three per cent, has 
been paid since 1889, and at the last settlement the village police 
rate of six per cent, was instituted in place of the old system of 
payment by jagi/rs. Cesses consequently at the present time 
amount to 16 per cent, of the gross revenue demand. The total 
paid in each pargtoa in 1904 will be found in the appendix; in 
that year it amounted to Rs. 1,62,314, while the final amount 
will be Rs. 1,64,890.* Prom 1906, however, the famine rate 
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has been disciontinued, so that the total will be reduced propor- 
tionately. 

For the purposes of police administration the district is 
divided into twelve police circles. The number is small, con- 
sidering the size of the district, as the average area of each circle 
amounts to no less than 247 square miles. If, however, the 
forests be excluded, the area falls to 200 square miles. Large as 
it still is, there has been a great improvement during the last 
thirty years, for in 1874 there were only seven police-stations 
in the district. Since that date new stations have been estab- 
lished at Pasgawan in the Muhamdi tahsil, Mmgaon and 
Phulbihar in Lakhimpur, and at Palia and Isanagar in Nighasan, 
while the old thana at Singahi has been transferred to the 
tahsil headquarters. The population of each circle at the last 
census will be found in the appendix.* The circles have been 
framed generally without reference to the revenue sub-division of 
the district. In the Muhamdi tahsil the Pasgawan circle 
includes the whole of the pargana of that name as well as 15 
villages of Muhamdi. The jurisdiction of the Muhamdi police- 
station extends over the remaining 111 villages of that pargana, 
and the whole of Magdapur and Atwa Piparia. The Aurang- 
abad pargana belongs to the Mitauli circle, which also includes 
Kasta and five villages in pargana Kheri. Haidarabad, the 
remaining portion of this tahsil, is divided between the Gola and 
Nimgaon circles; but the former also embraces the whole of 
Kukra Mailani, except three villages in the north, 15 villages of 
Paila and 50 villages of Bhur. The rest of the Lakhimpur 
tahsil is divided up between the circles of Lakhimpur and Nim- 
gaon, Phulbihar and Bhira. The thana at Nimgaon has jurisdic- 
tion over the remaining 114 villages of Paila and 60 villages of 
Kheri. The Lakhimpur circle includes the rest of pargana Kheri 
and the greater part of Srinagar, excluding 60 villages which 
form part of the Phulbihar thana. The latter also extends over 
40 villages of Bhur, the remainder of which, as well as the 
three villages in the north of Kukra, belong to the Bhira circle. 
In the Nighasan tahsil the Palia thana includes all the pargana 
of that name, the northern portion of Khairigarh and the north- 
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west of Nighasan. The remainder of the latter and Khairigarh 
are included in the Nighasan thana, as well as six villages of 
Dhaurahra. The Dhaurahra and Isanagar circles practically 
correspond with the two eastern parganas of Dhaurahra and 
Pirozabad. It is at present contemplated to increase the number 
of thanas, and this will necessitate a redistribution of areas. 

Details of the police force entertained will be found in the Police 

• • force 

appendix.* The whole is under the district superintendent, 
who is assisted by one reserve and one visiting inspector. The 
ordinary regular police force consists of 182 men of all grades, 
but in addition to this there is the civil reserve of 64 men, and 
the armed police, 95 strong. They are maintained at an annual 
cost of somewhat over Rs. 61,000. The municipal police are 
those of Lakhimpur, which will shortly be amalgamated with 
the provincial force. The town police includes those in the 
notified area of Muhamdi and in the two Act XX towns of 
Kheri and Dhaurahra. The village chaukidars, numbering 
1,7S0 men or one to every 523 inhabitants, are now the paid 
servants of Government, the cost of their upkeep being met from 
the Oudh rural police rate, which has been in force since the 
last settlement. As usual in Oudh, they are mainly drawn from 
the Pasi caste. Lastly, there are 32 road chaukidars who 
patrol the roads from Shahjahanpur to Sitapur and to Gola, as 
well as that running along the railway in the Bhira circle. 
Special arrangements are made for patrolling the roads round 
Gola during the season of pilgrimage. 

The criminal work of the district is generally light, and of Crime, 
recent years there have been no serious outbreaks of crime. 

This is illustrated by the statistics of convictions shown in the 
appendix.f It will be seen that murders have been fairly fre* 
qiient in most years: they are generally committed in the most 
open way, and almost invariably the murderer is an outraged 
husband or lover. Serious dacoities do not often occur, such 
instances as have come to light being the work of local bad 
characters, who have gradually grown desperate. The presence 
of such large areas of jungle and forests affords professional 
criminals shelter and an easy hiding-place for stolen property, 
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this being especially the case in the Gola and Palia circles and 
in the jungle along the Kathna in Mitauli. Cattle theft is rare^ 
although Kheri is a great breeding district and huge herds are 
to be seen everywhere. The commonest offences are petty thefts 
and burglaries, which are rendered easier to commit and harder 
to detect by reason of the great size of the police circles, the 
absence of brick houses, and the fact that in many parts of the 
district the people live in mei’e straw sheds which are scattered 
about the numerous hamlets and are seldom collected into a 
central site. Arson and mischief to crops are also common 
offences, either committed by way of revenge, or else by the village 
hadrjfiashy on account of failure to pay him blackmail. Of the 
general mass of the population the most troublesome castes are 
Brahmans and Pasis. The former are as a rule idle, and owing 
to their careless methods of cultivation cannot keep pace with 
the increasing demand for land and the higher rents paid by low- 
caste tenants, while the latter still continue their hereditary 
profession of thieving. The criminal tribes who haunt the dis- 
trict are not especially noticeable. Mention should, however, 
be made of the Sansiah colony at Sahibganj in Atwa Piparia, 
where they were settled on their removal from Sultanpur in 1896 : 
they live in a village of their own, under prescribed rules and 
supervision, and are not allowed to leave the limits of the colony 
without passes. The colony has dwindled of late years, as the 
majority of the colonists were found to be Bhatus, Beriyas, Haburas, 
or Nats, and as these tribes are not proclaimed they could not be 
legally kept in confinement and were therefore discharged and 
settled on various estates in Kheri, Gonda, and other districts. There 
they have been given land, but they are constantly prone to petty 
crime and the police have to keep them under close supervision. 
In this district there are Bhatus at J agdeopur and Nats at Baragaon 
in pargana Bhur ; and Haburas at Bijhauli in Paila. 

Prior to annexation female infanticide was commonly prac- 
tised in this district, as in every other part of Oudh. The worst 
offenders were the Eajputs, and especially those of the Ahbans 
clan. Sir W. Sleeman states that the crime was in general vogue 
among all Rajputs in the Muhamdi district,* and his assertion is 
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borne out by general testimony. After the mutiny steps were 
taken to secure its extinction, and the taluqdars engaged to do 
their utmost with this end in view. The practice is now 
generally considered to be obsolete, and this result has been 
achieved without resort to any coercive measures. The Infanti- 
cide Act was never applied to Kheri, and all that was done was 
to take from time to time a census of the infant population in the 
most suspected villages. A special investigation in 80 villages 
made in 1868 showed that females numbered only 39*2 per cent, 
of the population ; but in the case of children under four years of 
age the proportion was 44 per cent.— a figure which was consi- 
dered fairly satisfactory. The census of the following year gave 
somewhat better results, and at each successive enumeration the 
proportion of females has steadily increased. In 1881 it amounted 
to 42*7 per cent, of all the Rajputs, the average for all castes 
being 46 '6 per cent.; while ten years later at the last census the 
Rajput females numbered no less than 47*2 of the Rajput 
inhabitants, which was actually higher than the general average 
for all castes. 

The district jail was originally located at Muhamdi and Jail, 
was destroyed with the rest of the civil buildings during the 
mutiny. After annexation temporary accommodation was found 
at Muhamdi in the police havalat^ which was found to be far too 
small for the purpose. In 1864, when the civil buildings at 
Lakhimpur were erected, a new jail was made at that place, a 
small mud-walled structure on the ordinary pattern of the Oudh 
third-class jails. It was originally designed to hold 149 pri- 
soners, but subsequent improvements and alterations were made 
from time to time. The present jail is partly of brick and partly 
of mud, and can hold 386 prisoners, while the average number of 
inmates in 1904 was 292, maintained at a total average cost of Rs. 

63-7-1 per head. The manufactures at the jail are of the ordinary 
description, and include coarse cotton cloth, dusters, cotton tape, 
netting, rUgs and bait matting of an excellent quality ; the average 
earnings of each prisoner in 1904 were Rs. 6-2-0. The jail is, as 
usual, under the charge of the civil surgeon. 

For the purposes of excise administration the district is Excise, 
partly under the distillery and partly under the outstiU system. 
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After annexation the right to sell spirit was leased to contractors^ 
but in 1860 the distillery system was introduced for the whole 
area. The wholesale vendors distilled their own liquor at the 
sadr distillery; and before moving it paid a still-head duty of 
twelve annas per gallon; on liquor of 26® or more below proof, 
and Rs. 2 on spirit of greater strength. All vendors were 
required to take out licenses, but from a large proportion of them 
no fees were demanded. The income in 1860 amounted to 
Rs. 47,940; but the total decreased rapidly during the next few 
years, chiefly owing to the fact that the still-head duty was 
doubled in 1862, and in consequence the old rate was shortly 
afterwards resumed. The income in 1863 was only Rs. 18,760, 
but it rose again rapidly in 1864 and the following years. The 
distillery system remained in force throughout the district till 
1881, when the Nighasan tahsil and four parganas of Muhamdi 
were experimentally placed under the outstill system. The 
measure was successful in Nighasan, as it had the effect of clos- 
ing the shops in the neighbouring tracts of Nepal; but no advan- 
tage was derived in Muhamdi, where the ordinary distillery 
system was reintroduced in 1891, In the following years the 
distillery at Lakhimpur was closed and the liquor imported from 
Sitapur and Shahjahanpur, This arrangement has been since 
maintained ; there is now no distillery or bonded warehouse in 
the district, the contractors taking the liquor direct to their shops. 
At the present time there are 96 shops under the distillery system 
and 37 outstills in Nighasan. The former includes one shop 
licensed to sell foreign liquor at Lakhimpur, where the chief 
trade is in Rosa rum, which is consumed by the better classes, 
such as Kayasths and Musalmans. The chief consumers of 
country liquor are Kalwars, Pasis and Bhatus. The amount 
drunk is large, considering that the district is almost wholly 
agricultural and contains no towns of any size. The average 
consumption for the ten years ending 1904 was nearly 12,600 
gallons, but during the latter half of the decade there was a very 
considerable increase/ The receipts as well as the amount drunk 
vary according to the nature of the harvest, and afford a very 
fair indication of the general state of prosperity or otherwise. 
From 1884 to 1893 the average annual income from spirits was 
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Rs. 47,300. A marked decline set in in 1892 and continued till 
1897, when the excise receipts reached their lowest recorded 
point, the income from liquor being only Rs. 16,400. There was 
a slight improvement in 1898; and thereafter the income rose by 
leaps and bounds, reaching nearly Rs. 60,000 in 1900 and over 
Rs. 90,000 two years later. The average receipts from 1893 to 
1904 were Rs, 38,585. The fermented liquor known as tari 
shows a similar increase, as will be seen by reference to the details 
given in the appendix.* The right to collect and sell tari is 
sold by contract annually, but the existence of so few palm trees 
in the district renders this source of excise revenue but very 
insignificant. 

Hemp drugs are of much greater importance. The hemp plant Hemp 
grows wild all over the Nighasan tahsil, and hhang is largely drii:^k 
mixed with sharhaty and especially by Brahmans. A consider- 
able amount is also exported to neighbouring districts. The drug 
known as ganja is not consumed here, as is the case throughout 
Oudh generally ; cTia/raa, on the other hand, is sold to a very large 
and increasing extent, the chief purchasers being Brahmans and 
Faqirs. From 1890 to 1899 the receipts from hemp drugs varied 
but little, the average being about Rs. 11,000 annually, but since 
1900 they have increased about threefold. Under the present system 
the right to sell drugs is leased for three years, and in 1903 the 
amount paid for the triennial contract reached the sum of Rs. 

40,000. There are 76 shops i n the district licensed to sell drugs. 

The consumption of opium in Kheri is also large, especially Opium, 
in the towns where it is frequently smoked in the form known 
as chanduy Brahmans again accounting for the greater proportion 
of the amount sold. There are altogether 26 retail shops for the 
sale of opium in the district. The amount consumed and the 
income derived therefrom have risen steadily of late years. From 
1893 to 1904 the former averaged 29*33 maunds annually, the 
lowest figures being 196 maunds in 1896, and the highest 36 
maunds in 1902. The receipts from the same period averaged 
Rs. 13,726, ;while in the last year they reached nearly Rs. 19,000. 

The sum realized is very much greater than in any other part of 
Oudh except Lucknow, and is unusually high for an agricultural 
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tract. The extensive consumption of opium is probably con- 
nected in an intimate degree with the general nnhealthiness of 
the climate^ this drug being largely used as a febrifuge. 

The registrar of the district is the Judge of Sitapur, under 
whom there are three sub-registrars stationed at each of the 
tahsil headquarters. At Nighasan the work is performed by the 
tahsildar. Originally there were eight offices in the district 
under the deputy commissioner, and the amalgamation with 
Sitapur did not take place till the constitution of the Oudh 
judgeships in 1892. The first office to be reduced was that of 
Pasgawan, which was closed on the 16th of April, 1895. On the 
same date Aurangabad was converted into a joint office and in 
October, 1898, was abolished. Two years later the joint office at 
Palia was reduced, and in 1901 those at Dhaurahra and Gola 
were similarly closed. The income from registration in this 
district is very small, and varies but little from year to year. 
The average annual receipts for the five years ending 1903 
totalled Es. 3,990, while the average expenditure for the same 
period was Ks. 2,072. 

A table will be found in the appendix showing the receipts 
under the head of stamps, both judicial and otherwise, for each 
year since 1890.* The figures for the most part explain them- 
selves and call for no special comment. Prom 1890 to 1898 the 
income remained almost stationary, averaging about Es. 66,000* 
Since that time there has been very little change in the receipts 
from non-judicial stamps, but a rapid increase in the sale of court- 
fee and other judicial stamps accompanied and followed the 
settlement, the average income from 1899 to 1904 being over 
Es. 70,000 annually. For the 14 years ending 1904 the average 
has been Es. 62,810, and of this over 73 per cent, was derived 
from judicial stamps. Owing to the general solvency of the 
chief landowners, the sale of stamps of high value is uncommon. 

Tables will also be found in the appendix showing the 
receipts from income-tax for the whole district since 1890 and 
also for each tahsil in the case of those assessed under part IV 
of the Act.f The latter account for by far the greater part 
of the amount collected: in 1902 out of a total of 969 persons 

* Ap|ienUix, Table XII. | f Ippeadix, Tables XIII ancl XIV. 
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assessed onlj 31 derived their inconae from service, while the 
remainder were traders and manufacturers. The number of per- 
sons with incomes exceeding Es. 2,000 is very small, averaging 
about 60 persons, and of these only six are at present assessed at 
over Es. 10,000. Consequently the receipts under income-tax are 
but small in this district. For the ten years ending 1903 they 
averaged Es. 20,200. The introduction of the new regulations 
exempting incomes under Es. 1,000 resulted in a very consider- 
able decrease, the number of assessees under Part IV falling 
from 886 to 276, and causing a reduction in the total of over 
Es. 7,000. This was only to be expected, as in the previous year 
663 persons were assessed who would now be exempt according to 
their estimated income. The sum realized is greatest in the 
Lakhimpur tahsil and least in Nighasan. The assessees are for 
the most part money-lenders* and bankers, merchants in piece- 
goods, timber and grain, and sugar manufacturers. ‘ These trades 
are in the hands of small men through whom the large firms deal. 

Legal practitioners, metal workers and liquor contractors also 
contribute their quota to the tax. 

The postal arrangements of the district are now almost P^st- 
entirely under the control of the Imperial authorities. The first 
attempt to organize a postal service in the district was made 
shortly after the mutiny, and for a few years the work of 
carrying and distributing the mails was entrusted to the police, 
offices being opened at the tahsils and the principal thanas. This 
method proved generally unsatisfactory, and in 1865 a new 
scheme was inaugurated for the whole of Oudh, whereby the 
police were relieved of these duties and the district dak was 
started with a regular postal staff. The whole tract was divided 
into a number of circles, with a post-office in each, the police- 
stations being generally selected for the purposes of administra- 
tive convenience, and the mails were carried by runners. There 
were imperial dak lines from Lakhimpur to the branch offices'at 
Mitauli and Dhaurahra, to Shahjahanpur'-uid^Gola and Muhamdi, 
and to Sitapur by way of Eheri and Oel. District dak runners 
were maintained on the routes from Gola to Bhira and from 
Lakhimpur to Singahi. Further improvements were made with 
a view to ensuring the regular delivery of letters in the villages, 
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and the system remained in force till 1876^ when for postal 
purposes Oudh was amalgamated with the North-Western Pro- 
vinces and the control passed into the hands of the Imperial 
authorities. The district dak was not, however, altogether 
extinguished, as only the more important ofiBoes were at first 
taken over. The rest have been gradually absorbed from time 
to time, and now there are only two district ofiSces in Kheri, at 
Pasgawan and Sikandarabad. A list of all the post-offices will 
be found in the appendix. In addition to the head-office at 
Lakhimpur there were in 1904 four postal sub-offices, in the 
town of Lakhimpur and at Muhamdi, Gola and Nighasan; and 
also 23 branch offices, including those under divStriot management. 
These are located at all the railway and police-stations, and at 
several of the larger villages, such as Aurangabad, Kotwara and 
Kalwa in the Muhamdi tahsil, Singahi, Jhandipurwa and Aira 
in Nighasan, and at Munda in pargana Bhur. The mails are 
now carried as far as possible by railway, but regular dak lines 
are maintained between Lakhimpur and the suboffices of 
Nighasan and Muhamdi, whence the letters are distributed to 
the dependent branch offices. There are railway telegraph offices 
at the principal stations, but the only combined post and tele- 
graph office is that at Lakhimpur. 

There is now but one municipality in the district adminis- 
tered under Act I of 1900. This is Lakhimpur, which was first 
constituted a municipality on the 14th of July, 1868. At the 
present time its affairs are managed by a board of twelve mem- 
bers, of whom nine are elected, the latter including the chairman 
who, in practice, is invairably the Deputy Commissioner. The 
income was originally derived from an octroi tax on imports ; 
but this has been long abandoned and its place taken by a house- 
tax and a tax on weighmen and brokers, the latter being realized 
by monthly licenses. Other sources of income are rents from 
Tiaml and municipal lands, shops and houses, and from saraisy 
pounds, and fairs, the last being the rents paid by temporary 
stall-holders in the grove where the Ramlila fair takes place. 
The details of income and expenditure for each year since 1891 
will be found in the appendix,* Muhamdi was constituted a 
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municipality on the 7th of April, 1879, and so remained till the 
1st of April, 1904, when it was reduced to the status of a notified 
area under chapter XII of the Municipal Act. It is now managed 
by a small committee under the tahsildar. The income and 
expenditure of the place since 1891 is also shown in the appendix. 

The towns of Kheri and Dhaurahra are administered under 
Act XX of 1856, which was applied to them on the 3rd of Feb- 
ruary, 1876. Dhaurahra was constituted a municipality in Sept- 
ember 1881, but was again reduced to the status of an Act XX 
town in August, 1889. They are managed on the usual lines 
and call for no further comment. In the separate articles in the 
second part of this volume are shown the principal items of receipts 
and disbursements for 1903. The Act was also extended to Gola 
in March 1905. The Sanitation Act has been applied to these 
places, but only as regards the water-supply. Similar treatment 
has been extended to three other places in the district, Baragaon, 
Singahi-Bhadaura, and the combined village of Oel and Dhakwa. 

A large proportion of the internal administration of the dis- 
trict is as usual entrusted to the district board. This body was 
first constituted under the name of the local committee according 
to Act XVII of 1871 } this was replaced by the district committee 
in May, 1882, and its first meeting was held in July of that year. 
After the passing of Act XIV of 1883 the committee was reorgan- 
ized and thenceforth known as the district board. It is com- 
posed of 13 members, of whom four hold their seats by virtue of 
their office, these being the Deputy Commissioner as chairman and 
the three sub-divisional officers, and nine are elected, one being 
returned annually for a period of three years from each of the 
three tahsfls. Most of the work in this district is performed by 
the official members of the board; but some of the native gentle- 
men have from time to time rendered great assistance. The 
secretary of the board has always been a private member. The 
work of the board is of the usual description. It has charge of 
the communications and their upkeep, the educational and medical 
arrangements of the district, and it administers the pounds, 
ferries, district dak, sarais and inspection bungalows. The board 
also maintains a veterinary establishment for the treatment 
of cattle disease in this district. Among the most important 
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■works of public utility constructed under the board^s administra- 
tion are the bridges over the Gumti and Kathna rivers on the road 
from Lakhimpur to Shahjahanpur, and that over the old Chauka 
river on the Dhaurahra road. Dispensaries have also been built 
at Lakhimpur^ Gola, Miihamdi and Dhaurahra. The details of 
income and expenditure for each year since 1891 will be found in 
tabular form in the appendix.’** The income of the board in the 
first year of its constitution was Rs. 41,764. Twenty years later, 
in 1903, the total had risen to Rs. 1,09,287 ; the greater part of 
this is derived from local funds, but large sums annually accrue 
from pounds, ferries and school fees. The income does not 
quite suffice for the expenditure, and consequently this is known 
as a deficit board. The chief reason for this lies in the unusual 
amounts that have to be paid for the maintenance of communica- 
tions in this district. In 1893 the sum expended on civil works 
was little more than Rs. 22,000, while ten years later it had risen 
to nearly Rs. 65,000. 

Another function of the board in addition to those already 
mentioned, is the management and control of a large proportion 
of the nazul land in the district. There are in Kheri altogether 
49 properties belonging to Government. Of these 23 are either 
whole mahals or villages which are managed under the Board of 
Revenue by the Special Manager of the Court of Wards. In 1904 
these brought in an income of Rs. 15,549. There are also eight 
smaller plots and groves under the same management. The 
remaining 17 properties are classed as nazul, this representing, 
as defined in Government Resolution No. 1860/XII'— 929C., dated 
the 21st November, 1902, all immovable Government property 
managed by the district officer or by any provincial department, 
or of which the management has been made over to a local 
body.f In this district these plots consist for the most part of 
old forts or their sites, and houses. They are all managed by the 
district board with the exception of a single small area at 
Lakhimpur which has been handed over to the municipal author- 
ities. 

Perhaps the most important of all duties of the district board 
is that connected with the management of the educational 
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arrangements, so far as the great majority of the schools are con- 
cerned. In this district education has not made much progress. 
This is only to be expected, as Kheri is an almost entirely agricul- 
tural tract, possessing no large towns, and vary little demand, except 
for primary education, exists. The first attempts at education on 
the part of Government were made shortly after the reoccupation 
of Oudh. In 1862 the zila school at Lakhimpur was built and 
was at first supported by subscriptions and a Government grant- 
in-aid. In 1863 there were tahsili schools at Muhamdi and Gola, 
also in receipt of small grants, that at the former place being one 
of the best in the province, owing to the liberality of the taluq- 
dars. The Gola school was subsequently reduced to the status of 
a primary institution and in 1865 there were, as at present, 
four middle vernacular schools, at Muhamdi, Kheri, Barwar and 
Aurangabad. Primary education was first systematically started 
in 1869, and twelve schools were then opened, with a total 
average attendance of 194 pupils in the first year. For several 
years the progress was very small, as in 1873 the number of 
schools was still the same, although the attendance had distinctly 
increased. In the Lakimpur siila school in that year the pupils 
were all sons of Government officials or shopkeepers, and there was 
not a single landowner’s son in attendance. During recent years 
the numbers of both schools and scholars have greatly increased, a 
conaderable addition having arisen from the system of grants-in- 
aid to indigenous village schools, which was introduced in 1896. 
Grants were first made to 18 schools with 492 pupils on their 
books, and the subsequent development of this system has been 
somewhat remarkable. 

A Kst of all the schools in the district, showing the class and 
the average attendance in 1904, will be found in the appendix. 
The secondary schools are six in number, including the four tahsili 
schools, the high school at Lakhimpur, which is under the direct 
management of the educational department and is the successor of 
the old zila school, and the Dharam Sabha, also at Lakhimpur. 
The latter is an endowed institution, classed as an angle- vernacular 
school ,• it also receives a grant from the municipality. The schools 
supported by the district board and from municipal funds number 
90 in all, 34 being of the upper primary, and 51 of the lower 
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primary type, while five were girls’ schools. There were also 69 
aided primary schools for boys and one aided girls’ school. 
Female education is far from being general in this district. In 
1871 a small girls’ school with 17 pupils was in existence at 
Muhamdi, and this still continues, as well as a private institution 
of a similar nature at the same place. The other State schools for 
girls are those at Lakhimpur, supported by the municipality, and 
at Barwar, Aurangabad and Kalwa. There is also a small aided 
girls’ school at Panahpur in the Pasgawan pargana. The educa- 
tion provided in these schools comprises only reading, writing 
and arithmetic, but in most cases religious instruction is imparted 
at home. There are several other private schools for boys in 
different parts of the district and especially in the Muhamdi 
tahsil, but these are generally of a purely religious character,, the 
instruction being either in Sanskrit or in the Quran. In some of 
these schools arithmetic is taught after the native method, which 
relies principally on the memory, the multiplication-table going 
up to forty times forty. The recent growth in the number of 
schools and scholars since 1896 is shown in tabular form in the 
appendix.* 

Literacy. ^ The census returns clearly illustrate the state of literacy in 
the district, and the statistics of successive enumerations show 
that the number of persons able to read and write has steadily 
increased of late years, although hardly in proportion with the 
growth of the population. The census of 1881 recorded 13,697 
persons as being able to read and write, while at the following 
census the total rose to 15,903, and in 1901 to 16,231, The 
results are, however, poorer than in any other district of Oudh, 
and indeed of the whole of the United Provinces except Budaiin. 
The proportion of literate males has risen from 3*1 per cent, in 
1881 to 3*25 per cent, at the last census. Female education has 
done better, as in the former year only 35 females were recorded 
as able to read and write, while at the last enumeration the total 
had risen to 660, representing an increase from *04 to *16 per 
cent, of the whole female population, which is more satisfactory 
than is the case in many other districts of Oudh. Education is 
proportionately much more popular among the Hindus than with 
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the Musalmans, since 3*38 per cent, of the Hindu males were 
classified as literate at the last census, as against only 2*22 per 
cent, of the Musalmans. As usual, the proportion varies enorm- 
ously in the case of different castes. In the case of the 
Kayasths, for instance, over 62 per cent, of the male population 
was literate, whereas of the Muraos, who are very numerous in 
this district, only 100 males or under *3 per cent, of the whole 
number could read and write. This, however, was far better 
than was the case with the Chamars, among whom less than six 
in every 10,000 could be so described. The Nagri script is far 
more commonly used than the Persian. In 1901 nearly 70 per 
cent, knew the former only, and only 19 per cent, the latter, 
most of these being Musalmans or residents of the towns. 
English education has made but very little progress, and at the 
last census only 11 out of every 10,000 males were literate in 
English, the district in this respect being only superior to Sul- 
tanpur and Basti. 

The medical arrangements of the district are under the 
general management of the district board, although the executive 
control is vested, as elsewhere, in the civil surgeon. A dispen- 
sary was opened at Muhamdi almost immediately after the 
restoration of order in 1869. Two years later the sadr dispen- 
sary was built at Lakhimpur, and that at Muhamdi was main- 
tained as a branch institution. In 1864 a third dispensary was 
opened at Gola, the district by reason of its unhealthiness being 
better provided in this respect than any other part of Oudh. 
Others were subsequently added at. Dhaurahra and Singahi in 
Khairigarh, and these five institutions are now maintained by 
the district board. Other similar institutions are the ordinary 
police hospital at Lakhimpur, the small railway hospital at 
Mailani, and the forest dispensary at Palia. The last is to be 
replaced by a district board dispensary. None of these admit 
in-door patients except the sadr dispensary, and there is no 
female hospital in this district, although a considerable number 
of women are treated both as out-door and in-door patients at 
the general hospital at Lakhimpur. All the district board dis- 
pensaries are largely resorted to by the people, as is only to be 
expected in a district which possesses so bad a reputation for 
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BnhealtHness. In 1903 the daily average attendance at the 
hospitals was 232 persons — a high figure considering the small 
population of the district. External relief is also largely given in 
the shape of the free distribution of quinine and other febrifuges. 

The first cattle pounds were started soon after the mutiny, 
and the number has been gradually increased from time to time, 
many having been added since 1884, when their management 
was taken over by the district board. There are 27 pounds in 
the district, including those at Lakhimpur and Muhamdi, started 
in 1868 and 1879, respectively, and managed by the local author- 
ities. The others are located at all the police-stations, which 
were the first to be established, and in the larger villages. The 
latter include, in the Lakhimpur tahsil, the pounds at Aliganj 
and Sansarpur, dating from 1900; at Sakhetu and Bijua, from 
1901 ; and at Oel, opened in 1904 ; in the Muhamdi tahsil, at 
Aurangabad, dating from 1892; at Barwar, from 1902; and at 
Kalwa and Harinagar, started in 1904 ; and in the Nighasan 
tahsil, at Kafara, established in 1892 ; Banbirpur, opened a year 
later; Sheikhupur, from 1901; and Majhgain, from 1903. The 
annual income from pounds in this district is large, the figures 
for recent years being given in the appendix.* 


♦ Appendix, Table XV. 



CHAPTER V, 


Histoby. 

The district of Kheri is peculiarly rich in ancient remains; 
but these have not been examined, except in a superficial and 
cursory manner. Systematic excavation will probably throw 
much light on the early history of this tract. The evidence 
of tradition points to the inclusion of Eheri in the dominions of 
the lunar race of Hastinapur. Balmiar-Barikhar or Barkhar, in 
pargana Muhamdi, is one of the many places popularly identified 
with the capital of Vairata, where the Pandava brothers spent 
part of their exile, a kingdom usually believed to have been 
situated in the Alwar State in Eajputana.* Eundalpur, near 
Khairigarh, is said to be the place from which Krishna carried 
off Rukmini, while the sacrifice for the extirpation of the Nagas 
was performed by Kshemakarna, companion of Janamejaya, at 
Kheri. Both these stories are also related of Ahar in Buland- 
shahr.f The evidence of the few archaeological remains which 
have so far been unearthed points to the occupation of the district 
during the Buddhist period. The earliest relic which can be 
dated with some certainty is a stone horse which formerly stood 
in thick jungle two miles from the fort of Khairigarh, and is 
now at the Lucknow Museum. Its attitude is stiff and conven- 
tional, but it resembles closely the figure depicted on a rare coin 
of Samudra Gupta, and a fragmentary inscription mentions that 
monarch, who flourished in the fourth century A.D. The 
history of the mediaeval period is an absolute blank, except that 
coins of Bhoja Deva of Kanauj (ninth century A.D.) are 
commonly found, as in most parts of the provinces. The first 
contact with modern history is the tradition that Prithvi Eaj was 
imprisoned in the fort at Khairigarh, which is certainly incorrect, 

* C. A. S. E., 1, p, 361, and II, p 241. 

t Bulandshahr Gazetteer, 2iid edition, p^ 172, 
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The early history of the district is very obscure. It is said 
that the country was held by Pasis and other aboriginal tribes, 
who were gradually ousted by the Eajputs. hTo trace of Pasi 
dominion, however, remains — a not surprising result in a district 
which was then even more densely clothed with forest than at 
present, and in which the cultivated portions have so long been 
held by the descendants of Eajput and Musalman invaders. 

The earliest Eajput clan of whom anything is known is 
that of the Bachhils, a race which claims descent from the 
mythical Eaja Vena, the father of Vairata, and this fact has been 
adduced in testimony of the identification of Barkhar with the 
capital of that monarch. Nothing more definite is known of the 
origin of the Bachhils, They established their rule over the 
north and west of the district and in Pilibhit, and their strong- 
holds were at Barkhar near Muhamdi, Kamp on the Sarda, Nigohi 
in Shahjahanpur, and Garh Gajana near Dewal in Pilibhit. It 
is known that they reigned at Dewal in 992 A.D., the date of 
the inscription at that place, but from that time to the seven- 
teenth century their history is blank. It would seem that their 
authority extended over Muhamdi, Pasgawan, Atwa Piparia and 
Bhur, and that their domains marched with those of the Eateh- 
riyas on the west and of the Ahbans on the east. 

The great clan of the Ahbans came at an early date from 
beyond the Ganges and settled in the districts of Hardoi, Kheri 
and Sitapur. They are said to have left their home iu Gujarat 
under two brothers, Gopi and Sopi, at the time of the first 
Musalman invasions, and to have come to Oudh, where Gopi 
founded Gopatoau in Hardoi. His brother, according to tradition, 
settled in several different places, one of which was Patannja 
in Sitapur, variously ascribed to his eighth descendant, Eaja 
Niraj Deo, and another was Bhurwara near Gola in this district. 
They subdued the Pasis, whose dominions stretched from Sandila 
in Hardoi to Dhaurahra, and by degrees acq^uired aU the country 
coniprised in the old parganas of Bhurwara and Nimkhar, which 
are now represented, so far as this district is concerned, by Bhnr, 
Kukra Mailani, Hmdarabad, Paila and Zasta, between the III 
and Eathna rivers. For many generations the headquarters of 
the clan were at Pataunja, but nothing is known of their history 
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till two brothers, Narsingh Deo and Jamnibhan, divided liheir 
estate, the former taking Nimkhar with his seat at Mitauli, and 
the latter retiring to Kotwara near Gola and exercising authority 
over the Bhurwara pargana. Singularly little is known of their 
history : they never produced leaders of character or enterprise, 
and at all times they have been notorious for their ignorance 
and duplicity. 

No other clan of Eajputs established their supremacy in the 
district for many centuries. The Janwars of Kheri and Srinagar 
came much later and sprang from a comparatively humble origin. 
The Jangres, who afterwards obtained so large a portion of the 
district, are not heard of till the eighteenth century. The Kateh- 
riyas of Khutar are said to have held Palia, so far as that par- 
gana was occupied at all. The northern tracts were all forest 
and in the possession of Ahirs and Pasis, of whom the latter 
owned Dhaurahra, which remained in their hands for a consider- 
able period. They were displaced by Bisens, but little else is 
known of this clan. 

The Musalman conquest was deferred to a later date in this 
district than elsewhere, and never appears to have been in any 
way complete. There are no traditions in Kheri referring to 
Saiyid Salar Masaud, as in the adjoining district of Bahraich^, 
and it would seem that the Musalmans made their supremacy 
felt but very gradually. It is not known when Khairabad 
first became a seat of Musalman government, but at all events 
the authority exercised over this remote tract seems to have 
been but slight. Kheri lay off the beaten track, and was 
not known to the historians. It is said that Muhammad 6m 
Tughlaq passed through the district and founded the fort of 
Khairigarh; but this is doubtful, as tradition assigns the date 
1379 to the foundation of the fort, when Piro 2 ? Shah was on the 
throne. Khairigarh was one of a chain of forts built along the 
north bank of the Sarju to protect the lowlands from the inroads 
of the marauding bands from Doti and Nepal. The position of 
their garrisons must have been most unenviable, on account of the 
climate. It is said that soon after their completion the forts were 
abandoned by Piroz, and apparently remained unoccupied for 
centuries. It is quite possible that his predecessor, Tughlaq Shah, 
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visited the district, as it is known that he went on pilgrimage to 
the shrine of Saiyid Salar at Bahraicb,* but no reference to any 
stay here can be found. Elheri is not again mentioned till the time 
of Muhammad Khan Farmuli, commonly known as Kala Pahar, 
the nephew of Bahlol Lodi, who held in jagir the whole of 
Oudh.t He is said to have converted Mul Sah, the head of the 
Ahbans of Bhurwara, to Muhammadanism in 1488 and to have 
confirmed him in the possession of the pargana, which then 
contained 989 villages. Apart from these casual references, 
however, nothing can be learnt from the historians with regard 
to the district until the establishment of Mughal rule and the 
accession of Akbar. The independent rulers of Jaunpur had 
probably included Kheri, at least nominally, in their dominions ; 
but none of the scenes of their struggles with the sovereigns of 
Dehli were in this district, nor was it aiffected by the later 
campaigns between the Mughals and Sher Shah, although it 
probably remained in Afghan hands for some time after the death 
of Humayun. 

In the days of Akbar the district formed part of the pro- 
vince of Oudh, and most of it belonged to the Sarkar of Khair- 
abad. The mahals or parganas of this Sarkar differed to a con- 
siderable extent from the revenue sub-divisions of the present 
day; but in some cases the names remain the same, and in others 
it is possible to trace the changes that have subsecjuently occurred 
from the existing records. In one case at least, however, a 
mahal has disappeared and nothing remains to show its locality. 

Of the twenty-two mahals that made up the Khairabad 
Sarkar the whole or part of eight lay within the area comprising 
the present district. The first was Barwar-Anjana, which took 
part of its name from the village of Barwar in Pasgawan, long 
famous as the home of the great Saiyid family ; the second part, 
Anjana, is said to mean unknown, an allusion to the character 
of the tract, then covered for the most part by forest. This 
mahal w^as of large area ; it included the modern parganas of 
Muhamdi, Magdapur, Atwa Piparia, Pasgawan and Aurangabad 
as well as Alamnagar and Pindarwa in Hardoi. The whole 
remained a single unit till the days of Raja Ibad-ullah Khan, 

P 249. % I * IV, p. 352 ^ 
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the Sombansi of Muhamdi. In Akbar^s day the mahal was 
held by Brahmans and Rajputs, but the clan of the latter was 
not specified. The cultivated area was 79,670 bighas, the 
revenue 4,326,237 dams, and the military contingent 60 horse 
and 1,000 foot. 

Adjoining Barwar-Anjana was the vast mahal known as 
Bhurwara, which appears to have comprised the present parganas 
of Haidarabad, Bhur and Kukra Mailani. Much of it was 
then, as now, forest land, and the cultivated area was very small. 

It amounted to only 8,971 highas, paying a revenue of 435,430 
dams, and held by Ahbans, who contributed a force of 50 cavalry 
and 2,600 infantry. Like all the northern mahals, its boundaries 
were not clearly defined, and it is improbable that it was often 
visited by the local governors. The village from which it takes 
its name still exists, some four miles to the east of Gola. 

Another mahal of the same undefined character was Khairi- Khairi- 
garh, which apparently consisted of the Khairigarh, Nighasan 
and Palia parganas as well as the northern half of Dhaurahra. 

The Ai'ri’-i-Akbari states that Khairigarh was one of the most 
important fortresses in Hindostan, and that there were six other 
forts of brick and mortar within a short distance; but it is 
curious that no mention of this stronghold should be made in 
contemporary history.* The mahal of Khairigarh had 42,062 
highas of cultivation; it was assessed at 1,829,328 da7}is, and the 
zamindars were Bais, Bisens, Bachhils, and an unknown tribe 
styled ^^Kahanah.^^ The military contingent was 300 horse and 
1,600 foot. 

In the south of the district was the mahal of Paila, an Paila. 
Ahbans possession. It seems to have been far smaller than the 
present pargana, for it could not have contained Bhurwara, 
which now lies in the northern portion. It had a cultivated area 
of only 982 highas, assessed at 48,202 dams, and the local levies 
numbered but 200 infantry. Between Paila and Aurangabad 
lies the pargana of Kasta, which in Akbar^s day appears to have 
formed part of the great Ahbans mahal of Nimkhar in Sitapur. 

The mahal of Kheri seems to have included the modern Khori 
Srinagar and the greater part of pargana Kheri. The Basara. 


* Ain^i^AJcharii II, p, 177. 
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headquarters were Kheri, where there was a fort of burnt brick. 
The landowners were Bisens and Janwars. It had 2,60;168 
bighas of cultivation, paying a revenue of 3,250,522 dams 
and the military force was 60 horse and 1,500 foot. The south- 
western corner of the pargana between the Sarayan and Jamwari 
formed the small mahal of Basara. This was owned by BachhiTs, 
who contributed 200 infantry and paid a revenue of 676,066 
dams on 21,740 bighas of cultivation. 

There remains the mahal of Basrah, which I am unable to 
trace. There is no village of that name and no mention of the 
mahal in the old records. It may possibly have been in Nepal, 
the reason for this suggestion being that no revenue was specified, 
for it is certain that the revenue of the mahals on the marches of 
the empire was merely nominal. The Ain-i-Ahha/ri informs us 
that it had 60,063 bighas of cultivation, it was owned by various 
castes, and it provided 300 foot soldiers. It is possible that 
Basrah was in Sitapur, as the old settlement report states that 
209 villages of Basrah with others of Sailuk and Tambaur were 
taken to form the new pargana of Kondri in the days of Saadat 
Khan.* 

The southern part of Dhaurahra and the pargana of Firoz- 
abad lay in the Sarkar of Bahraich. There was a mahal known 
as Firozabad, which is probably identical with the latter pargana 
and part of Dhaurahra. It was held by Tomar Rajputs, who 
furnished 200 horse and 8,000 foot — a surprisingly large force. 
The cultivated area was 108,601 bighas and the revenue 
1,933,079 dams. There was a brick fort at headquarters. It 
has been said that the southern portion of Dhaurahra belonged 
to the mahal of Qila Nawagarh, a now vanished town on the 
banks of the Dahawar near its junction with the Kauriala. But 
this place was on the south bank of the river, and it would seem 
that the whole mahal lay in what are now parganas Tambaur 
and Kondri North of Sitapur. 

Owing to the fact that the sub-divisions of Akbar^s day were 
not conterminous with the boundaries of the present district, it 
is impossible to state accurately the revenue paid at that time. 
If, however, the portion of Nimkhar be taken as equivalent in 


♦ Sitapur Settlement Keport, p, 66. 
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value to those parts of Barwar-Anjana which now lie in Hardoi 
and which were mostly jungle at that date, an approximate 
estimate can be obtained. The revenue would work out at 
roughly Es. 3,12,600, the incidence per acre being Ee. *96, which 
is a high figure, considering the nature of the district and the 
value of money at that period, and far in excess of the incidence 
of the land revenue at the present time. 

In Akbar^s day the country was divided entirely among 
zamindari bodies, and none of the great families had assumed as 
yet a position of any prominence. The references to this district 
in contemporary history are extremely meagre, the result of its 
geographical position, and consequently the history of Kheri 
resolves itself into an account of the rise and fall of the local 
dynasties who maintained a semi-independent position till the 
end of the eighteenth century. 

The greatest of these, families was that of the Saiyids. The 
famous Sadr Jahan of Pihani in Hardoi held a large grant 
of land in that district from Akbar, and this was retained by 
his son, Murtaza Khan, governor of Gopamau. Another son, 
Badr Jahan, held both Barwar Anjana and Kheri on rent-free 
tenure, but he appears to have merely received the revenues and 
not to have obtained any proprietary right. Muqtadi Khan, 
grandson of Murtaza Khan, was entrusted with the management 
of Barwar after the death of the Bachhil, Chhipi Khan, and built 
a large quadrangular fort at headquarters on the ruins of the 
old Bachhil stronghold. He largely increased his possessions 
during the reign of Aurangzeb, and compelled the Eaja of 
Mitauli to execute a deed of sale of his property by keeping him 
in prison for twelve years. He then stood security for Baz 
Khan, head of the Musalman Ahbans of Bhurwara, and by 
trickery managed to gain possession of the whole pargana. He 
covered his estates with forts, which he built at Ahmadnagar, 
Kheri, Muhamdi, Barkhar, Bel, Siathu, Muhammadabad and 
other places. He died about 1683, and was succeeded by Saiyid 
Khurram, who removed the family residence to Aurangabad, 
a more central position, as the estate now included Kheri and 
Bhurwara, far to the east of Barwar, He died in 1709, and 
on bis decease the overgrown, estate was reduced by the 
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severance of Kheri^ whicli was restored to the original zamin- 
dars. 

The rise of the Saiyids had been effected at the cost of the 
Bachhils^ whose history may be here told. This clan had con* 
tinned to hold their ancestral possessions for many centuries, 
undisturbed by the Katehriyas, who had been so severely pun- 
ished by Tughlaq Shah and his successor, Firoz. In the reign of 
Shahjahan a Bachhil chieftain held all Barwar and Kamp 
Dhaurahra, a tract which included all the present Dhaurahra, 
Bhur and Nighasan. He was employed, it is said, to reduce 
some rebels in the neighbourhood of Karra Manikpur, and after 
the successful issue of his commission repaired to Dehli, where he 
obtained the title of Chhipi Khan, an allusion, as the story goes, 
to the stains of blood upon his clothing. He retained his authority 
over his extensive possessions, which were for the most part a 
wilderness, and his headquarters were at the small stronghold 
of Kamp on the Chauka, a most inaccessible and therefore secure 
spot, far removed from the authority of the governor , of Khair- 
abad. Here he was attacked and besieged by the Chauhan chief- 
tain, Chhatarbhoj, who had come from Eajputana under the 
orders of Aurangzeb, probably on account of Chhipi Khan^s 
turbulent conduct. The royal forces blockaded the fort and 
after an eighteen months^ siege took the place and put the gar- 
rison and its leader to the sword. Chhipi Khan had eleven 
brothers, but none of them recovered their lost possessions and 
their descendants degenerated into a set of turbulent robbers, 
of whom one, Bhagwant Singh of Ahrauri in Hardoi, distinguished 
himself in later Oudh history. During the eighteenth century 
the Bachhils were deprived of all of their estates, for Bhur had 
passed to the Jangres and Muhamdi to the Saiyids. 

The latter also had stripped the Ahbans of their extensive 
lands. As has been already mentioned, they held Bhurwara 
and Nimkhar in Akbar^s* day. The latter was owned by 
the Hindu chieftains of the clan and the former by the descend- 
ants of the converted Mul Sah till its loss, five generations 
later, by Baz Khan at the hands of Saiyid Muqtadi of Barwar. 
It is very difficult to obtain an accurate account of how the 
Himkhar branch lost their possessions. It would seem tha 
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there was no regular Raja of the Ahbaus, hut that three separate 
estates existed with headquarters at Mitauli, Pataunja and 
Machhrehta in Sitapur. Raja Kesri Singh of Machhrehta was 
deprived of his estate in the early year of Akbar^s reign for 
having murdered his diwan. The fate of Pataunja is unoei'tain j 
and here the Ahbans seem to have been displaced by Musalmans, 
Panwars and others. Mitauli was taken from them by Saiyid 
Muqtadi, as already narrated ; while the rest of the property seems 
to have been absorbed by the Gaurs of Sitapur. The Ahbans 
were^ however, soon to be revenged upon the Saiyids. Dan 
Sah, a chieftain of this clan residing in the village of Badiagaon 
in pargana Gopamau of Hardoi, had married his daughter to a 
Sombansi of that district and her two sons, Badar Singh and 
Bahadur Singh, were staying with their maternal grandfather in 
1700 A*D. In that year Saiyid Khurram of Aurangabad having 
designs upon the estate of Dan Sah, quarrelled with him about a 
grove in Badiagaon and then attacked the village, murdering all 
the inhabitants except the two boys whom he carried prisoners 
to Aurangabad. Bahadur was released, but Badar Singh became 
a Miisalman under the name of Ibad*ullah ; he married a 
natural daughter of his patron, and being an able man was made 
general manager of the estate and the leader of the troops. 
Saiyid Khurram died in 1709, and was succeeded by his eldest 
son, Muhammad AIL He had a second son, named Imam- 
ud-din Khan, by a Hindu wife, and this man claimed a share 
in the estate, being supported by Ibad-ullah Khan. Fighting 
ensued, and the whole property fell into a state of con- 
fusion. Muhammad Ali seized and imprisoned the mother of 
Imam-ud-dinj but she was rescued by Ibad-ullah and with 
him and her son fled to Dehli in 1726. There they applied 
to Muhammad Shah, the reigning emperor, and after two years 
Imam-ud-din obtained the estate with the aid of Saadat Khan, 
the Nawab Wazir of Oudh. In 1729 the mother died, and 
Ibad-ullah, by intriguing with Raja Newal Rai, managed to gain 
the possession of the entire property. He set up his headquarters 
at Muhamdi, where he enlarged and strengthened the fort. Ho 
died in 1737 and was succeeded by his son, Mahbub Ali Khan. 
The latter died in 1742, and for ten years the property was bold 
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by his brother, and after whom came Ghulam Muhammad, a son 
of Mahbub Ali Khan. During this time the great estate, which 
comprised the whole of the Muhamdi tahsil as well as Kukra, 
Haidarabad, Bhur and Karanpur remained undivided. Ali 
Akbar Khan, the third and last surviving son of Badar Singh, 
being indignant that his nephew, a mere boy, should be preferred 
to him, organized a conspiracy with his Sombansi clansmen, and 
murdered Ghulam Muhammad in the fort at Muhamdi in 1767. 
Thereupon the mother of the late Raja collected her forces and 
defeated Ali Akbar Khan in the field. An arrangement was 
thereupon made that the latter should man^e the estate during 
his lifetime and that Ghulam Nabi Khan, the younger brother of 
Ghulam Muhammad, should succeed him. In 1772 Akbar Ali Khan 
of his own accord resigned the chiefship, which he had held for 
fifteen years, and transferred the property to Ghulam Nabi Khan. 

Meantime the Muhamdi estate was besot by a new enemy. 
The Gaurs of Katesar and Chandra had overthrown the Ahbans 
of Mitauli in l707, and had possessed themselves of all the 
north of Sitapur. They now turned their attention to the great 
neighbouring estate. About 1766 they attacked Ali Akbar 
Khan and defeated him in the first battle. The latter then 
applied for aid to Ahmad Khan, the Bangash Nawab of Fateh- 
garh. The petition was favourably received and Ali Akbar 
marched from Fatehgarh with his allies. He again fought the 
Gaurs near Maikalganj on the road from Sitapur to Shahjahan- 
pur, a desperate fight ensued, but the Gaurs won and Ali Akbar 
fled northwards towards Pilibhit, where ho begged aid of the 
Rohillas. These Afghans joined the Eaja, and a battle ensued 
near Mailani in an open clearing in tho forests. The Gaurs 
were defeated ; but they withdrew into the woods which covered 
their rear and rendered pursuit impossible. The Rohillas 
replaced Ali Akbar at Muhamdi and seized for themselves Khai- 
rigarh and Dhaurahra which they soon abandoned. This raid 
of the Rohillas, however, was long remembered in the district, 
as they mutilated every image and defiled every temple they 
met on their march. 

The overthrow of the Saiyids did little good to the Ahbans 
whom they had displaced. But in the course of time they 
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managed to recover some of their old possessions. The descend- 
ants of Narsinghdeo still held Mitaiili; but in 1670 this estate 
was reduced to a few villages by Mirza Bahadur who had 
been sent by Aurangzeb to coerce the refractory Eajputs of 
Nimkhar. Much of their land was recovered apparently, as it 
is said that Eaja Man Singh of Mitauli held not only Maholi, 
but also Misrikh to the south — a tradition which seems somewhat 
improbable. Man Singh took part with Shuja-ud-daula in his 
campaign against the English, but failed to join the Oudh 
troops till after the battle of Buxar. He then attempted to 
oppose the march of the English with his raw levies, but was at 
once put to flight and killed, as he lay entangled in the cumbrous 
folds of his dress. Four years later, in 1768, the Gaurs attacked 
the Ahbans and drove them from Maholi and Mitauli. Dal 
Singh was then the head of the family, and he fled north with 
his clansmen, at last taking refuge in the village of Paisar, about 
four miles east of Dhaurahra on the Kauriala. There he lay hid 
in the dense forests and remained ten years till the Gaurs were 
defeated by the Raja of Muhamdi in 1773 and had to abandon 
Kasta and Maholi. Thereupon the Ahbans returned and re- 
established themselves in Mitauli, which continued to be held by 
this clan till the days of Raja Lone Singh. Their family history 
is told by Sir W. H. Sleeman, who states that the Mitauli raj 
was established by Raja Debi Singh, a descendant of Narsingh- 
deo, and that he having no son left his property to his brother, 
Bhajan Singh. The latter was the father of Eaja Man Singh 
and Dal Singh. Man Singh had no son, but adopted Bhawani 
Singh, to whom he bequeathed his share in the estate, while Dal 
Singh^s portion was divided among his six sons. The eldest of 
these was Khanjan Singh, who, when he became the head of the 
family, collected a large force and made use of it in the usual 
way by preying on his weaker neighbours. He attacked his 
nephew, Bhawani Singh, and stripped him of his lands, after 
which he acquired the greater part of the property of his 
other relatives. Khanjan Singh died without issue and was suc- 
ceeded by his brother, Lone Singh, who continued the same 
policy.* 
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The The Musalman members of the same clan regained Bhnr- 

Bhraw-* Saiyids, and spread themselves over 

tHs great pa r^ana. But they never acquired a position of any 
importance Ly reason of the continual subdivision of their 
estatea. As already stated in the account of the Ahbans taluqas 
in a previous chapter, there was no Baja among them, and they 
■wero content to acknowledge the supremacy of their Hindu 
feiasmen in Mitauli, who failed, however, to protect them from 
the encroachments of their neighbours on the east. 

The The history of the eastern parganas is chiefly the history of 

hh® Rajput clans who by degrees rose to eminence. Up to the 
end of the eighteenth century the Bisens of Manjhauli were 
predominant beyond the Chauka, and probably at an earlier 
period in Kheri and Srinagar as well. The two latter parganas 
fell under the sway of the Saiyids, and it is said that Saiyid 
Karim, who died in 1719, held all Kheri in jagir. Their place 
was taken at first by the Gaurs of Laharpur and the Ahbans of 
Mitauli, but gradually the Chauhans rose to eminence and fir ml y 
established themselves on both sides of the Ul. It is unneces- 
sary to recapitulate their history, which has already been given 
in Chapter III. Beyond the Chauka the Bisens remained in 
undisturbed possession of Dhaurahra and Pirozabad, their lands 
marching with those of the Jangres, the descendants of Chha- 
tarbhoj, who had overthrown the Bachhil chieftain, Chhipi 
Khan . But when Raja Zalim Singh of Bhira adopted the Som- 
bansi Jodha Singh, the dominion of the Bisens ended. In 1781 
their leader. Raja Qalandar Singh, was killed in battle with the 
Xangres at Karipur near Dhaurahra: his son, Raghimath Singh, 
attempted to recover his estates, but failed; and in a few years 
they were finally expelled by the defeat inflicted on them at 
Nawapnr by the widow of Jodha Singh. The Bisens had nomi- 
nally held possession of Khairigarh, but they do not appear to 
have made their influence strongly felt in this remote tract, 
which passed into the hands of the Banjaras, who were in after 
years displaced hy the Surajbansis from the Nepal hills. 

In the early days of the Oudh Government the boundaries 
of the district do not appear to have been clearly defined and 
the possession of the northern parganas seems to have been a 
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d ebateable point between the Nawab Vazirs and the Kohillas. 
It would appear that the power of the Oudh government was 
far from strong in these parts, for when Rohilthand was ceded to 
tlie British in 1801 Khairigarh was also detached from Oudh and 
for a time it was included in the Ehutar tahsil of Shahjahanpur.* 
With Khairigarh apparently went Palia, which remmned a 
British possession and was not added to this district till 1865- 
Khairigarh was not valued by the British authorities owing to its 
estreme insalubrity ; the police-station established at headquarters 
was soon removed to Palia, and the whole pargana was restored 
to Oudh in 1815, after the Nepal war and the cession of the tarai 
parganas by the treaty of Sigauli, together with Kanchanpur and 
other tracts in extinction of a loan of a crore of rupees, f This 
pargana was then included in the Oudh chaMa, of Khairabad, 
whidi apparently comprised the whole of the present district as 
well as most of Sitapur and Hardoi. The old system of sarkars 
and mahals was maintained till the days of Asaf-ud-daula, who 
inftngurated the arrangement of chaklas, which continued with 
modifications down to annexation. Sometimes Muhamdi was 
held separately and at other times it was united with Khairabad, 
while it seems probable that the south-eastern parganas occanon- 
ally formed part of the Bahraich chaUa. 

From the end of the eighteenth century the history of the 
district is closely bound up with the account of the various cihakla- 
dars of Muhamdi and their relation to 'the local chieftains. The 
first of these to make his mark in this district was the notorious 
Sital Parshad, a Tirbedi Brahman, who succeeded in subduing 
tke refractory zamindars in Kheri, Sitapur and Hardoi by the 
esxereise of unlimited cruelty and oppression, if the stories still 
enrrcnt may be believed. -In 1778 he reduced the Musalman 
Sombantis of Muhamdi by seizing Ghulam Nabi Khan for arrears 
of revenue and sending him a prisoner to Lucknow, where he died 
four years later. • He then turned his attention to the east, where 
the risingpower of Jodha Singh washecoming dangerous; and he, too, 
fell before the great Karim, being killed by a Saiyid follower in 
single combat at Dhaurahra in 1782. By his death a serious 
rebellion was crushed, for Jodha Singh had leagued with the 
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Gaurs and the Ahbans, and before this defeat had overthrown a 
force under the Nazim^s lieutenant at Tandiaon in Hardoi, 
capturing 19 guns. Trom Dhaurahra the rebels fled towards 
Khairigarh, but were overtaken on the banks of the Suheli and 
cut to pieces, the Eajas of Laharpur and Mitauli being slain. 
Sital Parshad had as his deputy at Muhamdi one Mansa Earn, 
who in 1779 completed the demolition of the Muhamdi estate by 
making a settlement with the village proprietors throughout 
Barwar Anjana and Bhurwara, thus re-establishing theBachhils, 
Ahbans and others who had been dispossessed. He brought in 
many Eurmis and settled them in Paila, Haidarabad and else- 
where, thereby conferring an inestimable benefit on the district; 
but for the time he created anarchy and only paved the way for 
other taluqdars in the near future. The Oudh government was 
still, however, a reality; and in 1804 one of the most famous 
oflScials of the period, Hakim Mahdi Ali Ehan, came to Muhamdi 
and ruled the district as well as Khairabad till 1821. He did an 
immense amount of good to the country in his charge, protecting 
the zamindars and encouraging cultivation, while at the same 
time he diligently restrained the ambitious attempts of the local 
Eajas. 

In 1820 the great influence of Hakim Mahdi attracted 
invidious attention, and in the following year he not only failed 
to add Bahraich to his charge, but was deprived of Muhamdi and 
Khairabad, having been overbidden by the Kayasth, Param 
Dhan, who offered three lakhs more than the former revenue. 
The district, which under the former Hgime had flourished 
greatly, now fell upon evil days. Param Dhan began by 
restoring the Eaja of Muhamdi to his nominal rights and started 
the process, which was followed by his sixteen successors, of 
extorting higher and higher rents from the zamindars. The 
result was that the latter looked to their hereditary overlords for 
protection, and thus in the course of time all the revenue 
engagements were undertaken by a few great chieftains who 
attained the position of a nominal proprietor, which was con- 
firmed to them for ever by the British Government after annex- 
ation. In 1821 Eai Singh, the chief of the Ahbans, had but a 
very small property; but his son, Khanjan Singh, acquired the 
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lease of Easta^ Abgaon and Maholi, as the zamindars by mutual 
agreement had declined the leases oflFered by the chakladar. 
TTis successor was Lone Singh; who increased his estate from 
a rent-roll of forty to one of one hundred and fifty thousand 
rupees a year.* This was done partly by the action of ■ the 
chakladar and partly by force. In 1847 he attacked his oousiii; 
Munnu Singh of Mitaiili, and seized his estate. In 1861 ho 
acquired Kukra Mailani from an old widow lady whom he seized 
and confined; and about the same time he gained many villages 
in Haidarabad; Karanpur; Aliganj and Magdapur, all in a very 
sindilar manner. He also made • war on his neighbours; the 
Chauhans of Oel and Mahewa, who had been seizing lands in 
the same fashion; and in 1842 took Paila with its 116 villages 
from Umrao Singh of MahewU; and Atwa and Shankarpur from 
the Oel taluqa. These men joined forces with their cousin; the 
Raja of Kaimahrajbut though they defeated Lone Singh in 
battle; they could not recover the lost property. In the end 
Lone Singh held possession of fifteen hundred villages and ham- 
lets, and though his claim to most of this estate was only based 
on a recent usurpation; he was acknowledged proprietor in 1856 
of all save about seventy; which were restored to the original 
owners. The action of the chakladars had resulted in the 
formation of a number of estates in Bhurwara by the Musalman 
Ahbans between 1821 and 1832 ; but they were not sufficiently 
strong or united to stand against either Lone Singh or the 
Chauhans, who absorbed large numbers of their villages. The 
latter in 1823 gained all Srinagar and in 1839 added most of 
Karanpur to their holdings. Similarly beyond the Chauka the 
widow of Raja J odha Singh of Dhaurahra recovered the manage- 
ment of the pargana, which had been directly held by govern- 
ment since the days of Sital Parshad, and at her death in 1833 
she had also gained most of Dharmanpur in Bahraioh. In 1848 
her successor, Arjun Singh, obtained the lease of all Dhaurahra, 
and it remained in the possession of the family till tho mutiny. 
The other Jangres of Bhur also made themselves lords of largo 
independent estates, and so did the Surajbansis of Kliairigarh, 
who openly defied the revenue officials. The result of all tliis 


♦ Sleeman, Vol. II, p. 89. 
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land-grabbing and internal war was that the district became 
largely depopulated and huge areas became waste. The whole 
country was subject to freebooters of different degrees. The 
great taluqdars plundered and harried all who did not submit 
to them, while the lesser men dealt out similar treatment 
to their neighbours. Of the latter the most notorious was 
Bhagwant Singh of Atwa, a descendant of the Bachlnl, Chhipi 
Khan. This man haunted the Kathna jungles and extended his 
operations as far as Sandila in Hardoi, retreating to the forest 
when pursued. He continued his career of crime till 1841, 
when he was hunted down by the Oudh troops.* 

In 1860 Sir William Sleeman, the Eesident at Lucknow, 
visited the district, and his diary gives a vivid description of the 
state of things then prevailing. The dmil of Muhamdi was then 
one Krishn Sahai, but he was displaced by court influence in 
favour of Abu Turab Khan, nephew of Munawar-ud-daula. The 
constant changes in the administration only rendered the taluq- 
dars more secure, for none dare attack them ; there were troops in 
the district indeed, but they were, if anything, a worse scourge 
than the grasping taluqdars. They were hopelessly inefficient, 
and their presence failed to act as a check to the local chieftains, 
and all the influence of the Eesident was powerless to put a stop 
to the inter-tribal conflicts that were perpetually raging. For a 
full description of the condition of Kheri reference must be made 
to Sir W. Sleeman^s own words, f 

The annexation of Oudh occurred in February 1856, and the 
country now comprised in Kheri at first constituted part of the 
two districts of Muhamdi and Mallanpur. The former was in 
the charge of Mr. James Thomason as Deputy Commissioner, 
and the latter, which was included in the Bahraich division, was 
administered by Mr. H. Gonne. These two officers effected the 
snmmary settlement of their respective districts and were also 
engaged in the general work of organization till their efforts 
were out short by the outbreak of the mutiny. 

The story of the mutiny in the Kheri district is a melan- 
choly record with hardly a single redeeming feature. Muhamdi 
was one of the chief centres of disaffection in northern Oudh and 

♦ Ctejsetoer of Hardoi, p. 141. [ f Tour m Oude, Vol. II, pp, 66-118* 



Bistorf. 


151 


elsewhere: the great landholders, with the exception of those of 
Khairigarh, adopted an attitude of determined and prolonged 
resistance to the British rule. The district remained for a longer 
period under the rebel influence than any other except Bahraich 
and the punishments for rebellion were necessarily severe. 

Signs of danger were observed by Mr. Thomason at Muhamdi Muhamdl, 
early in May 1857. The garrison of that place consisted of 
two companies of the 9th Oudh Irregulars, a regiment that had 
been raised and commanded by Captain Patrick Orr, who was 
now Assistant Commissioner of Muhamdi, and a half company 
of military police. Trouble was feared from Sitapur, and the 
officers had made arrangements to take up their position in case of 
need in the Muhamdi fort. Nothing happened till the receipt 
of the news of the Shahjahanpur outbreak on the 31st of May, 
when Mr. Jenkins and a party escaped to Pawayan and thence 
wrote to Mr. Thomason to send carriage to enable the fugitives 
to reach Muhamdi. This he did, and at tho same time ho and 
Captain Orr determined to take meastires for their own safety. 

Mrs. Orr and her child were sent to Mitauli to take refuge with 
the Eaja Lone Singh under a guard from the 9th regiment. The 
Baja, however, refused to receive her into his fort and sent her 
to the small village of Kachauna in the jungles. In tho moan 
time the officers at Muhamdi moved the treasure into tho fort, 
which was garrisoned with the troops on tho let of June. Tho 
next day the Shahjahanpur party, consisting of 16 men and 12 
women and cMldren, arrived at Muhamdi, and from that time 
the most alarming symptoms showed themselves among tho ti'ooj)ft. 

It was considered that tho place, being so close to tho bordors of 
Rohilkhand, was not secure, and consequently it was resolved to 
retire on Sitapur. Mr. Thomason wrote to the Commissioner for 
an escort, which was despatched before tho mutiny had broken 
out at that place. All the troops showed signs of mutiny ; but 
Captain Orr persuaded them to remain with the party, and on 
toe 4th of June they started, reaching Barwar in tho evening. 

The sepoys had already secured the treasuro in tho fort, amount- 
ing to about Es. 1,10,000 and released tho prisoners. On tho 
morning of the 5th they set out for Aurangabad, but when within 
halt a mile of that place the troops set upon the party and the 
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whole company was shot down with the exception of Captain 
Orr and a Christian drummer. The former was spared by the 
troops and was sent under a guard to the Eaja of Mitauli and 
thence to Kachauna. When there, he heard of the escape of 
some of the Sitapur ftigitives consisting of Sir Mountstuart 
Jackson and his sister, and Lieutenant Barnes, Sergeant-Major 
Martin, and the little daughter of Mr. Christian, the Com- 
missioner of Sitj^ur. This party was brought to Kachauna, but 
Captain Orr and his wife were sent away into the jungles, where 
they remained till the departure of the rebel soldiers on the 18th 
of June, after which they returned to the mud fort at Kachauna. 
Here they were kept, suffering great privation and subject to 
repeated attacks of fever, till the 25th of October. They were 
then ordered to depart under a guard furnished by the Eaja. 
With scant clothing, bare-footed, the men loaded with chains, 
they were taken to Lucknow and imprisoned in the Qaisarbagh, 
where they were kept in close captivity, although their sufferings 
were relieved to some extent through the influence of Maharaja 
Man Singh. On the 16th of November the men of the party 
were removed from their prison and shot by some sepoys of the 
71st Native Infantry. A few days later the surviving daughter 
of Mr. Christian died. There then remained Mrs. Orr, Miaa 
Jackson, and a child of the former. In order to save the 
her death was simulated and she was conveyed in safety to the 
house of Man Singh and ultimately to the British camp at the 
Alamb^h. The ladies were kept in the Qaisarbagh till the 19th 
of March, when they were rescued by two British officers and a 
party of Gurkhas and brought safely to the camp of Sir James 
Ontram. 

Another party of fugitives from Sitapur led by Captain 
John Hearsay succeeded in escaping into this district, and after 
being refused shelter by the Eaja of Oel reached the fort of the 
Eaikwar Eaja of Hhaurahra, whence they were able to communi- 
cate with those at Kachauna. They reniained in concealment 
till September, when they were sent into Lucknow by the Eaja 
under an escort belonging to Har Parshad, the Nazim of Khair- 
abad. During the second march they were warned of intended < 
treachery and determined upon flight. Some of them escaped,* 
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but the rest, after concealing tbemselves for some time, were 
recaptured and taken into Lucknow. This party, consisting of 
Mrs. Greene, Miss Jackson, Mr. Carew, and two others were sub- 
sequently murdered on the approach of Havelock’s advance on 
the capital. 

Captain Hearsey, however, did not share their fate. After 
the outbreak of the mutiny at Sitapur, disaffection had soon 
made itself evident at Mallanpur and the civil officers of that 
place, Mr. Gonne and Captain Hastings, together with Mr. 
Brown, a clerk, and Messrs. Carew and Brand of Shahjahanpur, 
had found themselves obliged to' leave the station. They 
attempted to escape down the Ghagra, but hearing that the pass- 
age was unsafe were compelled to return to take refuge with the 
Dhaurahra party at the fort of Mathiari. From there they were 
taken with the rest towards Lucknow ; but, as has been already 
mentioned, they escaped from their escort, going northwards 
towards Khairigarh. They reached Banbirpur in safety and 
while there heard news of the pursuit by a force sent from 
Dhaurahra. They at once set out towards the Mohan river, but 
were unable to cross the stream, and while endeavouring to find 
a ford the party was broken up and Mr. Carew and the others 
were captured in the jungle. The remainder took refuge in the 
forests, but lost their horses and property. Captain Hearsey 
and Captain Hastings swam the river and escaped to the village 
of Sonpatha in Nepal, where they were received in a friendly 
manner and sent on to Kalwapur, the property of Baja Hulraj 
Singh of Padnaha. Here they were joined by Mr» Brand 
Sergeant-Major Rogers, and Mr. Gonne. They were still pur- 
sued by the Dhamahra men, and fled to the forest of SHshapani 
at the foot of the hills, and thence to Dholikot, where they were 
protected by the Baja. Here Mr. Gonne died of fever, and the 
remaining four men continued to reside in the hills tiU the cold 
weather, when they came down to Balchaura in the Tarai with 
the Baja. Captain Hastings died there at the end of December, 
and the party then determined to escape to Balrampur. Captain 
Hearsey’s intention was to join the force of Jang Bahadur; but 
on heanng that the road was held by' the rebels he returned to 
Balchaura, and thence went through the Tarai to Barmdeo, from 
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whicK place lie escaped safely to Naini Tal. The other two were 
sent off by the Raja to Bhutwal, where they died. 

From this account it will be evident that the whole of the 
district had passed entirely out of the hands of the British, and 
at an early date came under the control of the rebel forces. The 
taluqdars had not generally sent contingents to the army at 
Lucknow, but openly sympathised with the rebel cause, though 
they chiefly turned their attention towards strengthening their own 
position. After the fall of the capital they took more active 
measures and united their forces with those of theFyzabad Maulvi 
and other rebel leaders who had retired to the north of Oudh. 

No military operations were possible in this district till 
after the capture of the capital. On the 30th of April, 1858, Sir 
Cohn Campbell reached Shahjahanpur from Fatehgarh and 
found the place evacuated; it had been held by the Maulvi, but 
on the approach of the forces, the latter had managed to escape 
into Oudh, taking up his headquarters at Muhamdi. A small 
force was left at Shahjahanpur under Colonel Hale with four 
guns, but as yet no offensive measures could be attempted. On 
the departure of the main British force for Bareilly, the Maulvi, 
whose army had been swelled by the advent of Raja Lone 
Singh, determined to attack the small garrison at Shahjahanpur 
and marched on that town on the 2nd of May. He closely 
besieged the detachment, which was relieved on the 11th of 
May by Brigadier Jones, who defeated the rebels. The force, 
hjwever, was not strong enough to undertake active operations, 
and remained entrenched till the 15th, when the Maulvi attacked 
them, but without success. Sir Colin Campbell thereupon 
marched again to Shahjahanpur, but the Maulvi refused battle 
and retired into Oudh. The British force then marched on 
Muhamdi, but found the place evacuated and destroyed, while 
the rebels had scattered into the jungles. No further operations 
were then possible and the district still remained in the hands 
of the mutineers, led by the Maulvi, who was killed at Pawayan 
by the Raja of that place on the 5th of June. Eohilkhand was 
with diflSculty retained during the summer months, but nothing 
could be attempted in the districts to the east of Pilibhit and 
Shahjahanpur. 
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The great autumn campaign for the pacification of Oudh 
began in the middle of October, on the l7th of which month campaign, 
a force comprising the 93rd Highlanders, the 60th Rifles, Major 
Tombs^ troop of horse artillery, the 6th Carabineers, Cureton^s 
Multani horse and the 66th Gurkhas, left Shahjahanpur and 
marched to Pasgawan with the intention of clearing Muhamdi, 
Aurangabad, and other places and then proceeding to Sitapur. 

At Pasgawan the column, under Brigadier Colin Troup, met the 
rebels, who were strong in cavalry and attempted to outflank 
the force and attack the baggage. In this they were prevented 
by the Multani horse, who inflicted on them considerable loss. 

The force marched from Pasgawan to Rasulpur and Aurang- 
abad, whence the baggage was sent to Muhamdi, while the 
troops entered the jungle in pursuit of the rebels and eventually 
captured Mitauli on the 8th of November. Prom that place they 
marched to the Sitapur district and in ten days the whole of the 
rebel force was driven across the Ghagra into Bahraich. “With 
this, the mutiny may be said to have ended in the district, for at 
the end of the year there was no more armed resistance and the 
country was quickly pacified. 

After the restoration of order, civil administration wag Subse- 
again introduced, and the newly-constituted district of Muhamdi 
organized by Mr. W. C. Wood, the first Deputy Commissioner. 

This officer undertook the new summary settlement and set on 
foot the fresh arrangement of tahsils and, police-stations. The 
headquarters were moved to Lakhimpur as soon as the district 
courts and offices were completed. The subsequent history of 
the district has been uneventful, hut is a record of continued 
progress and development. The chief occurrences, such as the 
settlements of the land revenue, the famines and scarcities, and 
the reservation of the forests, have already been mentioned in 
the preceding chapters. 
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ADLISPUE, Pargana Fieozabad^ Tahsil Nighasan. 

This village lies in latitude 27® 54' north and longitude 
81® 8' east, between the pargana boundary on the west and the 
Dahawar on the east, at a distance of six miles south-east of the 
town of Dhaurahra. The village lands are 2,888 acres in extent 
and are fairly cultivated. The revenue is Rs, 2,650, and is paid 
by the Jangre taluqdar of Isanagar, the owner of the village. 
The population at the last census numbered 2,326 persons, includ- 
ing many Lodhs and a fair sprinkling of Musalmans. The 
bulk of the inhabitants reside in the main site, but there are 
several small hamlets in different parts of the village. There is 
a small school here, but nothing 'else of any interest or importance. 

AHMADNAGAR, Par^fct^aHAiDAEABAi), Tahsil Mxthamdi. 

A considerable village lying in latitude^ 28® 6' north and 
80® 25' east, on the road from Gola to Ehutar, at a distance of 
some three miles north -west of the former. It possesses a bazar 
in which markets are held twice a week and a village school. The 
population at the last census numbered 1,901 persons, of whom 
1,611 were Hindus, chiefly Kurmis and Banias, and 290 Musal- 
mans. The area of the village is 366 acres. The northern and 
eastern portions consist of an excellent soil, while to the west is a 
stretch of inferior swampy land in which the river Sarayan has 
its source. The revenue is Rs. 1,600 and is paid by the Saiyid 
taluqdar of Shahpur. Near the village are the ruins of a mud 
fort, overgrown with dense jungle. 

ALIGANJ, Pargana Bhtje, Tahsil Lakhimpub. 

This village, which in former days gave its name to part of 
the present pargana of Bhur, stands in latitude 28® 7' north and 
longitude 80^ 36' east, on the main road from Lakhimpur to 
Pilibhit, at a distance of about 16 miles from tho former, ' Branch 

llK, 
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roads lead to Gola on the isonth-west, a distance of eight miles, 
and to Bijua on the north. There is a thriving bazar here, in 
which markets are held twice a week, a cattle-pound started in 
1900, a school, and the ruins of an old mud fort. The village 
lands cover 1,031 acres, mostly of good soil, with a small patch of 
fine rice land in the north ; but cultivation is poor, owing to the 
prevalence of high caste tenants, mainly Brahmans, although there 
is a fair number of Kurmis. The revenue is Rs. 860, and is paid 
by the Raja of Qila Partabgarh, to whom the village was given 
after the mutiny. The population of Aliganj itself numbered 
1,237 souls at the last census, but the main site is contiguous with 
those of Sarai Ramuapur and Kusmauri, the total number of 
inhabitants being 2,590. 

AMETHI, Pargana Dhaubahea, TaJisil Nighasan. 

A large and scattered village lying in latitude 28° 2' north 
and longitude 81° 4' east, in the centre of the pargana, between 
Dhaurahra on the south and Kafara on the north. The village 
lands are very extensive, covering no less than 8,018 acres: they 
are traversed by two streams, the southern one being known as the 
Hardhua, a branch of the Dahawar, running from west to east. 
There are several good sites, but much of the cultivation is in the 
hands of non-residents. The owner is the Jangre Chauhan 
taluq^dar of Isanagar, who pays a revenue of Rs. 4,650. The 
population, which is divided up among the numerous hamlets and 
consists of Kurmis, Musalmans, and other cultivating castes, rose 
from 2,118 in 1891 to a total of 2,614 at the last census. There is 
a private ferry in the village over the Hardhua belon^ng to the 
taluqdar, but the place is otherwise unimportant save for its size. 


AMIRNAGAR, Pargana Magdapub, Tahsil Muhamdi. 

A large village in the northern half of the pargana, lying in 
latitude 27° 57' north and longitude 80° 20' east, on the direct 
road from Lakhimpur to Muhamdi, at a distance of three miles 
from the left bank of the Gumti and about seven miles from the 
tahsil headquarters. A short distance to the west runs the 
branch road from Fadaria to Aurangabad. The village lands 
cover 1,281 acres ; the eastern half consisting of light loam, poor 
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in the north, but good towards the south-east, while the western 
portion lies on the edge of the hlmr tract. The village is owned 
by the Saiyid talnc[dar of Shahpur, and forms a portion of the 
Magdapur estate j it pays a revenue of Rs. 850. The population 
at the last census numbered 1,434 persons, residing in two 
adjoining sites. As many as 924 were Musalmans, the 
majority of whom are Pathans. Markets are held here twice 
a week. 


ATJKOHNA, Fargana SBiiirA.<5AE, Tahsil Lakhimpub. 

A large village in the south of the pargana, lying in 27® 56' 
north latitude and 80® 54' east longitude, at a distance of seven 
miles east of Lakhimpur. Through the northern part of the 
village runs the old bed of the Chauka. The total area is 2,955 
acres, and most of it is well cultivated by Muraos and others. 
The population in 1901 numbered 2,790 souls. There is a 
market here and a small school. The village belongs to the 
Chauhan taluqdar of Kaimahra, who pays a revenue of Es. 2,500. 

ATWA PIPARIA Fargana, Tahail Mtthamdi. 

This is the northernmost pargana of the tahsil, being 
bounded on the south by Magdapur, on the east by Haidarabad 
and Kukra Mailani, on the west by Mohamdi and the Shahja- 
hanpur district, the latter also forming the boundary to the north. 
Like Magdapur and Aurangabad, it forms part of the cJwab 
between the Kathna river on the east and the Gumti on the west. 
It is a small pargana, having in 1903 an area of 41,033 acres or 
64 square miles. The tract is a poor one. Along the Kathna 
there is a belt of sal and other jungle, which harbours many wild 
animals and thus renders the neighbouring cultivation precarious. 
The central portion is a level plain of loam soil, of a fair consist- 
ency in the north and light in the south jthe subsoil is, however, 
invariably sandy, and wells are difficult to construct. Along the 
Gumti is a small belt of tarai, of a precarious character; and 
between this and the central plain is a strip of sandy bhur, with 
a width of about two and a half miles. There is a slight depres- 
sion down the centre of the pargana, drained by a small tributary 
of the Gumti. 
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The cultivated area at the first regular settlement amounted 
to 35 per cent. o£ the total area ; but the figure is too high, as 
the waste land grants, which consisted almost wholly of jungle, 
were omitted. From 1887 to 1899 the average cultivation was 
18,985 acres or 46*2 per cent. There was a great decline towards 
the end of this period, for the famine of 1897 was severely felt in 
the pargana ; much of the land was abandoned and the inhabit- 
ants migrated to the Ifighasan tahsil. The tract has recovered, 
but progress has been slow. The average area under the plough 
for the three years ending 1904 was 18,073 acres, audit was not 
till the last year that the old proportion of 46*2 per cent, was 
reached. Of the remaining land, 1,747 acres were classed as 
barren in 1903, but all save 42 acres were either under water or 
occupied by sites and roads. The grove land is very small, 
amounting to only 437 acres, but this is compensated by the 
abundance of jungle of which the bulk of the culturable waste 
still consists. The latter covered 19,810 acres, by far the 
greater part of this being land which has never been cultivated. 
Means of irrigation are generally deficient, but there has been a 
considerable improvement in this direction of late years. For 
the twelve years ending in 1899 the average irrigated area was 
only 8*12 per cent, of the cultivation, but in 1903 it rose to 3,000 
acres, or 15*8 per cent. Unprotected wells are chiefly employed for 
this purpose, little more than one-tenth of the area being watered 
from tanks. The kharif is by far the more important harvest, 
the chief crops being bajra, urd and moth, with a fair amount of 
sugarcane and rice.. In the rabi gram, barley and wheat consti- 
tute almost the whole of the produce. The double-cropped area 
averages some 1,500 acres. 

Kents are naturally low, ranging at the settlement from 
Rs. 3-10-0 j>er acre of goirid to Re. 1-4-0 for bhur, the average 
for the whole pargana being Rs. 2-4-0 per acre. The bulk of the 
land is held by low-caste resident tenants, chiefly Ahirs, 
Gadariyas and Muraos, Three-fourths of the rental is paid in 
cash. The revenue demand at the summary settlement was 
Rs. 7,715 rising to Es. 8,946 at the first regular assessment. At 
the last .settlement the final demand was fixed at Rs. 11,406, 
giving an initial incidence of only Re. 0-14-7 , per .acre of 


Atwa Hparia Payfifflwia. 


16S 


cultivation. The enhancement amounted to about 18 per cent, 
and was made progressive. 

The population of the pargana at the first Oudh census of 
1869 numbered 8,796 souls. It rose to 10,575 in 1881, and at the 
following census to 15,439. The number of inhabitants declined 
with the cultivation in 1897, and in 1901 the pargana had a 
population of only 12,623 persons, of whom 6,684 were males and 
6,939 females. Of these, 10,931 were Hindus, 1,691 Musalmans 
and one a Christian. There are 29 villages in the pargana, but 
none are of any size. Piparia had but 895 inhabitants, Atwa 
has disappeared, and the only place deserving mention is Sahib- 
ganj in the south-east corner, where a colony of Sansiahs has 
been established. Means of communication are poor. The road 
from Gola to Muhamdi and Shahjahanpur passes through the 
south, and a branch from it taking off at Mamri in Haidarabad 
leads to Piparia and Pawayan. 


Formerly the pargana formed part of Barwar Anjana, 
which was broken up in 1743. The tract was originally held 
by the Bachhils, who waxed strong under the famous Ohhi])i 
Elhan. On the break up of the Muhamdi raj many of them and 
some Brahmans obtained the engagement for their villages, and 
among them was the father of the notorious bandit, Bhagwant 
&ngh, who held the fort of Atwa in the jungles along the 
Xathna.^ His history and end have been narrated in Chapter V. 
After his murder in 1841, his widow was allowed to hold tho 
VI ^e of Atwa revenue free till annexation, while the rest was 
either under the direct management of the chakladars or else 
leased to farmers. In 1850 Captain Fida Husain, a native of 
Budaun and brother of the chakiadar, Mir Muhammad Husain, 
was in command of the irregular regiment at Muhamdi and 
0 ained the management of the pargana till annexation. On tho 

^ Khan he 

obtained the proprietary right and in 1859 the summary settle- 
ment was made with him. At his death the whole of his estate was 
*he debts incurred by him. His family 

p“ rr""' ™ 

fw«r,f m ‘ of Mamri, who now owns 

. 7 viUages. Two belong to the Raja of Oel and one, Mimda 
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Nizam, to the Mahewa estate, the former being subsettled with 
the old Bachhil proprietors. Of the remaining seven villages, 
three are the property of Government, two are held by Khattris, 
one by a Bania, and one by the old Eayasth family of qanungos. 

ATTRANGABAD, Pargana AuRAuaABAD, Tahsil 
Muhamdi. 

This large village, which gives its name to the pargana, 
stands in latitude 27® 47' north and longitude 80® 21' east, on 
the north side of the road from Lakhimpur to Chapartala, some 
five miles from the junction with the main road from Sitapur to 
Shahjahanpur. Branch roads run north to Magdapur and Pada-- 
ria, and north-west to Muhamdi, a distance of 16 miles. The 
lands of Am'angabad are extensive, having an area of 2,302 acres. 
The north and east corner consists of sand-hills, while the rest is 
a good consistent loam except in the south and west where it is 
either a light loam or hhur. The village is divided into two 
mahals. The greater portion is held in taluqdari tenure by the 
Raja of Qila Partabgarh, who obtained it after the mutiny, and 
pays a revenue of Rs. 1,650, but a portion is subsettled with the 
wife of Saiyid Tasadduq Husain, representing the family of the 
Saiyid founder. The other mahal is only 61 acres in extent, 
assessed at Rs. 90, and held in pattidari tenure by Kayasths. 
The place had a population at the last census of 3,662 persons, 
of whom as many as 1,393 were Musalmans, the majority of 
them being Pathans. There is a bazar here in which markets 
are held twice a week, but the trade is unimportant. The police- 
stalion which formerly existed at this place has been removed to 
Mitauli, but there is a cattle-pound, started in 1892, a post-office 
and a village school here. Aurangabad was founded by Nawab 
Saiyid Khurram during the reign of Aurangzeb, from whom it 
received its name. The Nawab built here a brick palace and a 
square fort with hexagonal towers at each corner. The former is 
in a decayed state, but is still inhabited by some of the descend- 
ants of the founder. The fort is in a wholly ruinous condition 
and only the walls of one bastion are now standing. To the 
north-west of the village on the Muhamdi road is a monument 
maintained by Government and erected over the burying place of 
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the fugitives from Shahjahanpur who were massacred here 
in 1857, It is in the charge of Saiyid Tasadduq Husain^ whose 
wife^s father gave decent burial to the victims. 

AUEANGABAD Pargana, Tahsil Muhamdi. 

This pargana forms the southern portion of the tahsil, and 
li^ between the Gumti and Kathna rivers, the former separating 
it from Pasgawan on the west^ and the latter from Kasta on the 
east. To the north is Magdapur, and to the south pargana 
Chandra of Sitapur. Generally speaking, the pargana is an 
inferior and most precarious tract, and no better than the rest of 
the Parehar* Along the Gumti is a narrow belt of tarai covered 
with grass, giving place to a broad stretch of high bhuT. On the 
eastern side the banks of the Kathna are clothed with jungle 
as far south as Gulraha on the road from Aurangabad to Mitauli. 
This is being gradually cleared for cultivation, and much has dis- 
appeared during the last ten years. The whole of the north lies 
low and is full of swamps, which drain down to the rivers by 
various channels, the chief of which is the Kareri, a tributary of 
the Kathna. The southern half is mainly bhur^ with a few villages 
of light loam and a sandy subsoil. The only good land is a small 
block to the east of Aurangabad and north of the Kareri. The 
total area is 69,715 acres or 109 square miles. 

The cultivation is naturally poor and the plough duty is 
unusually high. Cattle-breeding is more profitable than agricul- 
ture and the small but sturdy Parehar animals have a well- 
deserved reputation. At the first regular settlement 62 per cent, 
of the land was cultivated, but since that date there has been 
some improvement. From 1884 to 1896 the average area under 
the plough was 36,027 acres, rising to 40,729 acres in the last 
year, while in 1904 the area tilled was as much as 46,370 acres 
or 66 per cent., the total having risen gradually since the settle- 
ment. The double-cropped area was only 3,408 acres, a very 
low proportion. The recorded culturable waste, including 1,666 
acres under groves, was 18,461 acres, but most of this consists of 
wide expanses of bhur which could never bo tilled profitably. 
The remaining 4,884 acres include 1,282 acres of barren land, the 
rest being either under water or occupied by roads and village 
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sites. The irrigated area is very small, and is mainly supplied 
by unprotected wells, which, are difficult to construct and soon 
collapse. Ifo irrigation is possible in the light undulating lands 
along the Gumti, while in the north there is rather a danger 
of saturation. Consequently the precarious villages are very 
numerous, no less than 59 out of a total of 113 being so classified. 
The kharif is generally the more important harvest, the chief 
crops being bajra, urd, moth and rice, with a fair amount of 
sugarcane in a few villages. In the rabi, barley largely predo- 
minates, followed by gram and wheat ; the latter is chiefly mixed 
with other crops. 

Bents run low, and are mainly paid in kind. At the last 
settlement the average cash rate was Rs. 4’29 per acre, varying 
from Rs, 4*66 for low caste to Rs, 3*84 for high caste tenants. 
The most numerous are Ahirs, Chamars, Brahmans and Rajputs. 
The pargana has always suffered from a scarcity of tenants, as 
the cultivators quickly migrate in bad seasons. The revenue at 
the summary assessment was Rs. 22,401 rising to Rs. 33,860 at 
the regular settlement. The final revenue now stands at Rs. 
43^955, of which Rs. 370 represent the nominal demand of reve- 
nue-free lands. Seven mahals were assessed for a short term only, 
but a maximum revenue was fixed, so that it could be imposed 
at any time if circumstances should admit of its application. 

The population of the pargana at the last census numbered 
36,385 souls, being at the low rate of 324 persons to the square 
mile. In 1881 the total was 32,863 rising to 35,334 in 1891, so 
that for the following ten years it remained stationary. The 
only place of any size in the pargana is Aurangabad itself, which 
lies on the road from Lakhimpur to Chapartala, where it joins 
the metalled road from Sitapur to Shahjahanpur, which traverses 
the extreme south of the pargana. Other roads are those leading 
from Aurangabad to Muhamdi and Magdapur. 

The pargana in former days belonged to the Saiyids of 
Barwar and their successors at Muhamdi, as has been narrated in 
Chapter Y. It afterwards passed into the hands of the Ahbans, 
And when the estate of Raja Lone Singh was confiscated the land 
was given to strangers. At the present time there are 113 villages 
deluding the eight jungle grants along ttie Kathna* They are 
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divided into 243 mahals, of which only 16 are owned by taluq- 
dars^ three by Grovernment, 77 in single and 116 in joint zamin- 
dari tenure, and 31 by pattidars. The taluqdars are the Raja-i- 
JElajgan of Rapurthala, who owns eleven whole villages and four 
mahals, assessed at Rs. 4,980 and the Raja of Partabgarh, who 
owns a single mahal* Saiyids own 15 villages, which comprise 
the estate of Saiyid Tasadduq Husain of Aurangabad and of his 
wife, Jafri Begam, as well as that of the latter^s sister. The 
Bachhils of Ifakara own eight villages, while 24 others belong to 
Rajputs, chiefly Tomars, Gaurs and Bais; Brahmans own 38 
villages, Kayasths nine, and the rest belong to Khattris, Banias, 
Kurmis and others. 


BANBIRPUR, Pargana Khaieiuaeh, TahsU 

NlQHA.SAIfl'. 

A large village in the north-east of the pargana, lying in 
latitude 28^ 24' north and longitude 80° 69' east, on the road 
from Singahi to Kakraula ghfit on the Mohan and to the hills of 
Nepal, at a distance of some eight miles from Singahi. The lands 
of the village, which cover 3,122 acres and consist of fairly level 
expanse with higher ground to the south-west, are bounded by 
the Banbirpur forest on the north and east and by the Aintha 
nala on the south and west. To the east are the Patehri and 
Bhamrela jhils. The village forms part of the Khairigarh estate 
and pays a revenue of Rs. 1,500. The population in 1901 num- 
bered 2,323 souls and consists largely of hillmen from NepaL 
They reside for the most part in the main site, but there are two 
small hamlets to the north. There is a small piumary school 
here and a cattle-pound dating from August 1893. 

BARAGAON, Pargarwb Seinagae, Tahsil Lakhimpur. 

A very large village in the east of the pargana, standing in 
latitude 27° 69' north and longitude 80° 66' east, some eight 
miles north-east of Lakhimpur and a short distance north of the 
road to Bhaurahra. It covers an area of 4,006 acres, lying between 
two old beds of the Chauka ; it produces good crops of rice, but 
is dependent on the rainfall. The southern portion is higher and 
bears excellent rahi crops, especially in the vicinity of the main 
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site. The population of this and the numerous hamlets amounted 
at the last census to 3,841 souls, of whom nearly a third were 
Musalmans. The village pays a revenue of Es. 2,700 and forms 
part of the Oel estate. There is a colony of Nats here which has 
been recently settled in the village. Markets are held in the 
village twice a week, and a small school is maintained here. 

BAEWAR, Pargana Pasgawan, TahsU Muhamdi* 

A large village of considerable historical interest situated in 
the east of the pargana, in latitude 27° 50' north and longitude 
80° 18' east,' on the branch road from Aurangabad to Muhamdi 
at a distance of some ten miles south-east of the latter and two 
miles from the Gumti. It formerly, gave its name to an enormous 
pargana which comprised almost all the Muhamdi tahsil and a 
large portion of the Hardoi district. This was broken up on the 
death of Ibad-ullah Khan of Muhamdi, but Barwar remained the 
headquarters of a small pargana till 1869, when it was united 
with Pasgawan. The place figures prominently in the district 
history as being the headquarters of the great Saiyid family, the 
descendants of Sadr Jahan of Pihanu It contains the ruins of a 
brick fort built by Nawab Muqtadi Khan in the time of Aurang- 
zeb as well as a decayed mud-walled aarai, two mosques and two 
Hindu temples. Barwar was held direct by Government from 
1786 till the first regular settlement, when it was granted to Iradat 
Muhammad, who subsequently sold it. The village lands cover 1,452 
acres and are divided at present into six mahals. The largest 
portion, covering 1,261 acres, is held in joint zamindari tenure by 
Brahmans and Saiyids ; a small mahal of eight acres is owned by the 
Raja of Qila Partabgarh, and the remainder belongs to Kayasth, 
Saiyid and Bairagi zamindars. The total revenue is Rs, 2,060. 
In the immediate neighbourhood of the village site large quantities of 
poppy, tobacco and vegetables are grown. The rest of the soil is a 
good loam, except in the east towards the Gumti. The population 
at the last census numbered 4,064 souls, of whom 1,258 were Musal- 
mans. Pasis constitute the most numerous Hindu caste- Barwar 
possesses a middle vernacular school, a small girls^ school, a cattle 
pound opened m 1902, and a bazar in which markets are held twice 
a week. There is one sugar manufciotory here^ 
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BHIRA, Pargana Bhub, TahsU Lakhimpub- 
This is the principal village of the northern half of the 
pargana^ lyiBg in latitude 28® 20^ north and longitude 80 29 
east, on the road from Gola to Palia at a distance of some 36 
miles from Lakhimpur. Branch roads lead to Bijua on the south-' 
east and to Majhra Kalan and the Nepal border on the north* 
There is a railway station close to the village on the branch lino 
from Mailani to Sonaripur. The market is of considerable 
importance and a large export trade has sprung up since the con- 
struction of the railway, Bhira contains a police-station located 
in a mud-built structure standing outside the village, a post-oflSice, 
a cattle-pound and a primary school. The population^ which in 
1869 amounted to 1,741 souls, had risen at the last census to 2,201 
persons, of whom 789 were Musalmans. Brahmans form the 
majority of the Hindu inhabitants. The village lands are very 
extensive, covering 6,822 acres, and stretching from the forest; on 
the west to the Marhaya nala on the east. The soil is mostly a 
high loam, but is of a poor quality, while the place sufl'ers from 
its unhealthy climate* The village is owned by the representatives 
of Raj Gobardhan Singh at a revenue of Rs. 1,350. The history 
of the family has been given in Chapter III. 


BHUR Parganay TahsU Lakhimpur. 

This is the northernmost pargana of the Lakhimpur tahsil 
and consists of the north-western and larger portion of the tract 
lying between the Chauka and U1 rivers. The former separates 
it from Palia and Mghasan on the north and north-east, and the 
latter from Kukra-Mailani, Paila and Kheri on the south-west 
and south. The north-western boundary marches with the 
PiUbhit and Shahjahanpur districts, and the south-eastern with 
pargana Srinagar. Bhur covers an enormous extent of country, 
for in addition to some eighty square miles of reserved forest in 
the Bhira range on the west the area is 193,194 acres or 301 
square miles. This amount is liable to vary on account of the 
erratic action of the Chauka. At annesation the tract consisted 
of two parganas known. as Bhur and Aliganj, but these were 
shortly afterwards amalgamated* The forest area was appro- 
priated by Government at an early date and was demarcated into 
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25 grants. Of the latter, eleven have been subsequently 
incorporated into the reserved forest, while five are held in fee- 
simple by taluqdars, six are regularly assessed to revenue, and 
three are the property of Government. 

The forest land lies in the north and along the D1 in the 
west, while there is a patch of siil and other jungle in the 
centre. The bulk of the pargana is fairly open country and 
not of a high quality. There are two well-defined tracts of 
different characteristics roughly corresponding to the two ori- 
ginal parganas. In the old Bhur portion the villages are 
mostly undulating, with a light soil, inclining to clay in the 
depressions, and extensive stretches of open grass waste. In 
Aliganj the villages are better: the surface is more level, and 
the soil a stiff loam with occasional ridges of light gritty soil. 
Groves, which are thin and scarce in the bhur tract, are here 
numerous, and the village sites are larger and more compact. 
In the south-east, along the Srinagar border, are a few villages 
with an alluvial soil resembling those of the adjoining pargana, 
and producing chiefly maize and rice. In the northern portion 
the Chauka is the predominating feature. Its course is most 
erratic and variable, especially in the north. There is the usual 
high bank, rising from 20 to 60 feet above the alluvial basin, but 
always at a considerable distance from the river. The lowlands 
are cut up by innumerable channels and water-courses which at 
some time or other have formed the temporary bed of the stream. 
Here and there are to be seen large semi-circular jhils, with a 
high sandy bank on one side and a marsh on the other, represent- 
ing a bend in a deserted channel. The existing tributary 
streams of the Chauka are too numerous for a detailed descrip- 
tion. In the north is the Marhaya, beyond which is a block of 
villages which are inundated by the Chauka floods and depend 
on the rice crop. Others are the Barauncha, flowing along the 
forest, the Junai and the Kandhwa. The Junai formed the 
boundary of the Aliganj pargana from its source in the central 
block of forest to the Srinagar border ; the rest of the boundary 
was afforded by the Barauncha as far as the Bhira forests. 

It is anly natural that a large portion of the pargana 
shtmld be of a precarious character owing to its unhealthy cliqiate 
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and the general uncertainty of the agriculture. The Chauka 
everywhere renders cultivation unstable in the north; and in the 
vicinity of the forest much damage is done by wild animals. 
Most of these villages, however, belong to large estates. The 
most precarious parts of the Aliganj tract are the villages of 
Haraia, Bhatpurwa, Mushki, Basantpur and Mukaddarpur along 
the Ul, and Mirzapur and Amirtapur on the Junai near the 
Srinagar border. 

The proportion of cultivated land is necessarily somewhat low. 
At the first regular settlement it amounted to 49 per cent, and 
since that time there has been a considerable development, though 
much depends on the nature of the season. The famine of 1897 
affected the pargana in a marked degree, for cultivation greatly 
declined, although the subsequent recovery has been complete. 
In 1904 the area under the plough was 100,674 acres or 62 per 
cent, of the whole, excluding the reserved forests. No less than 
70, 891. acres were classed as culturable, the -total comprising 
3,961 acres under groves, 33,649 acres of fallow, and 33,198 
acres of unreclaimed waste, much of which would never repay 
cultivation. The barren area is mainly under water or occupied 
by roads and sites, only 3,610 acres being classed as actually 
unculturable. The standard of cultivation is low, except round 
Aliganj and a few villages further north. The holdings are 
unusually large, and the tenants are constantly changing. The 
kharif harvest is always much larger than the rabi, and on an 
average about 16 per cent, of the area cultivated bears a double 
crop. Eice is by far the most important staple, occupying nearly 
60 per cent, of the cultivation in the Aliganj circle ; next come 
urd, kodon, sugarcane, and maize in the kharif, while in the rabi 
wheat takes the lead, followed by barley and gram. There is 
practically no irrigation except in the Aliganj tract, where unpro- 
tected wells are numerous and can be made without great difficulty. 

Eents are generally very low, and are paid in kind for 
about half the cultivated area. At the last settlement the 
average cash rate was only Es. 2*4 per acre for resident and 
Ee. 1'8 per acre for non-resident tenants, the latter being very 
numerous. The chief cultivating castes are Chamars, followed 
by Ahirs, Kurmis, Brahmans, Basis and Musalmans, The 
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Kurmis and other good tenants are scarce, save in the best 
villages, and their average rate was Rs. 3*7. The revenue at the 
summary assessment was Rs, 36,703 and at the regular settle- 
ment was raised to Rs. 73,076, to which small additions were 
subsequently made by reason o£ the resumption and assessment of 
some of the grants. The present final demand stands at Rs. 98,763, 
including Rs, 98,233 actually payable and Rs. 530 nominal. The 
alluvial mahals were assessed at Rs. 525 in 1901. 

The population of the pargana at the 1881 census numbered 
8,894 souls. This rose in 1891 to 89,256, but a great decrease 
followed the famine of 1897, and at the ensuing enumeration the 
total number of inhabitants had fallen to 80,298, of whom 
42,393 were males and 37,906 females. Hindus numbered 71,831, 
Musalmans 8,387, while 80 were Christians, Aryas and others. 
These figures exclude the forest population, which is small and 
migratory. There are no towns in the pargana and few large 
villages ; the chief are Bhira, Aliganj and Bijua, each of which 
has been separately mentioned. The old village of Bhur has long 
disappeared, though its site is still pointed out near Aliganj. 
Means of communication are fair. The north-west is traversed 
by the branch line from Mailani to Sonaripur, with a station at 
Bhira; but this only runs from January to June. Through the 
south runs the road from Lakhimpur to Pilibhit, from which 
branches take off at Aliganj, one leading to Gola and the other 
to Bijua. The south-east is traversed by the road from Hakhim- 
pur to Khairigarh, crossing the Chauka by the Sirsi ferry, near 
which a branch leads to Bijua and Bhira. The latter is on the 
road from Gola to Palia, much of which runs through the forest. 
The exteme eastern corner is crossed by the road from Lakhim- 
pur to Nighasan vid Pachperi ferry on the Chauka. 

Nothing is known of the early history of the pargana, which 
contains many old sites of great antiquity. It seems probable 
that the forests are of comparatively recent origin, for the numerous 
brick-strewn heaps along its edge, denoting former villages, and 
the remnants of masonry that are to be found in the most remote 
spots, give credence to the popular tradition that this tract was 
once cultivated and populous. In later days the Baohhils were 
the ruling clan, and this great chieftain,' Ohhipi Khan, had his 
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strongliold at Kamp in the extreme north-west^ where the 
ruins of his fort and a temple are to be seen. After their over- 
throw the Ahbans seized Aliganj, and Bhur passed into the hands 
of the Jangre ancestors of the present taluqdars of Bhira and 
Eamnagar. Most of the Ahbans are Musalmans. Thepargana 
now contains 176 villages, divided into 217 mahals. Of the latter, 
102 are held by taluqdars, three are Government property, 80 are 
held in single and 19 in joint zamindari tenure, ten are patti- 
dari and three bhaiyachara. The chief landowners are the 
Jangres, of whom the Bhur taluqdar owns 43 mahals, while 30 
belong to the Bijua estate. The Raja of Oel has eight mahals, 
known as the Easulpanah estate, and the Eani of Mahewa four 
mahals. Three villages belong to the Eaja of Partabgarh, two 
to the Eana of Khajurgaon, and eleven villages and one mahal 
in the old AKganj pargana, constituting the Mirzapur estate, to 
the Musalman taluqdar of Jalalpur, In addition to these, 19 
villages are owned by Musalman, and 14 by Hindu, Ahbans; 
two belong to Saiyids and nine to Pathans ; nine to the Goshains 
of Gola, seven to Brahmans, six to Kayasths, two to Banias, one 
to Kurmis, and two are the property of Europeans. The chief 
zamindars are the Musalman Ahbans of Bhurwara, now repre- 
sented by Muhammad Khalil-uUah Khan, who owns 16 whole 
villages and part of one other; and the Hindu Ahbans of 
Bansi, a property consisting of one whole village and shares in 
six others. The old Bachhil proprietors have completely dis- 
appeared. 


BIJUA, Pa/rgana Bhub, TahsiL Lakhimpub. 

This village lies in the centre of the pargana, in latitude 
28® 16' north and longitude 80® 37' east, on the road from Bhii’a 
to Dariabad and Khairigarh, which is here joined by a branch 
road running northwards from Aligan j. It is a large yillage with 
several hamlets, covering a total area of 4,641 acres. The north- 
ern portion is intersected by the Marhaya nala^ a tributary of 
the Chauka, while along the southern boundary flows the Baraun- 
cha. Cultivation is stable, but poor; the place has declined 
of late years, for in 1891 there were 2,832 inhabitants, while at 
the last census the total had fallen to 2^273* The great majority 
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of the residents are Chamars. The village is assessed at 
Es. 1,900, and is chiefly noticeable as being the headquarters of 
the taluqa of the late Eaj Gobardhan Singh of the Jangre family 
of Bhtlr. There is a school here, a bazar in which markets are 
held twice a week and a cattle-pound dating from October 1901. 

BIESINGHPUE, Pa/rgana Fibozabad, Tahsil Niqhasab, 

A. large taluqdari village belonging to the Eaikwar Eaja of 
MaUanpnr. It lies in latitude 27® 62' north and longitude 
81® 13' east on the road from Isanagar to Firozabad, at a distance 
of little more than a mile south of the former. The village lands 
•cover 1,833 acres and consist of high level soil of good quality 
and well cultivated. They aie assessed to a revenue of Es. 1,675. 
The place contained at the last census a population of 2,423 souls, 
of whom one-fifth were Musalmans. Kurmis are the chief cul- 
tivating caste. There is a. large upper primary school here, but 
no bazar, the market being held at Isanagar. 


DAULATPUE, Pargana and TaJisU Nighasait. 

A village on the left bank of the Chauka and on the road 
from Lakhimpur to Khairigarh, in latitude 28® 16' north and 
longitude 80® 47' east. It consists of a large number of hamlets 
scattered over an area of 3,611 acres. It contained at the last 
census a population of 2,463 persons, a large proportion of whom 
are Mnraos. The village is well cultivated, conasting for the 
most part of rice land, while to the south towards the river the 
soil is lighter and a large amount of maize is grown. The 
revenue demand is Es. 2,400 and is paid by the heirs of Gobardhan 
Singh, the Jangre taluqdar of Bijua. Markets are held twice a 
week in the adjoining village of Bamhanpnr. 

DHATJEAHEA, Pargana Dha-deahea, T&hsU Niqhasan. 

The capital of the pargana is a sm all town on the south 
bank of the Sukhni river in the centre of the pargana, standing 
in latitude 27® 69' north and longitude 81® 6' east, at a distance 
of 20 miles by the unmetalled road from Liakhimpur. Other 
roads lead to Sisaiya on the road from Isanagar to Matera ghdt, 
qndto Kardhpiya on the road from Matera to Nighasan. ■ To 
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the north and 'west of the town there are numerous groves* 
Dhaurahra contains a police-station, cattle-pound, post-oflSce, a 
branch dispensary and a village school. The fchana is a hdchchd 
building, situated to the south of the town. A market is held 
here twice a week. The population in 1901 numbered 6,669 
persons, of whom 3,664 were Hindus, 2,096 Musalmans, and 9 
Christians. In addition to these there are 766 persons residing 
in hamlets beyond the limits of the Act XX town. The place 
has grown largely since 1869, when there were but 4,266 
inhabitants. There are three mosques and four temples in the 
place. 

Dhaurahra occupies a position of some interest in local 
annals. It is said to derive its name from Deorha, a small 
ruined temple or matasthan near the town, and according to 
tradition was the capital of a Pasi principality, which was over- 
thrown by the Bisens. At a later date it became famous as the 
place where the Jangre Raja, Jodha Singh, was killed in the 
fight with Raja Sital Parshad, the Nazim of Khairabad. His 
tomb and that of his slayer, a Saiyid, follower of the Nazim, lie 
within a stone^s throw of each other. 

During the mutiny of 1857, the fugitives from Shahjahan- 
pur and Muhamdi, escaping towards Lucknow, sought the pro- 
tection of the Dhaurahra Raja, but he, being pressed by the 
Lucknow Darbar, gave them up to their enemies. For this 
disloyalty to British rule, the Raja was tried and hanged; his 
estates were confiscated, and a portion of them, comprising 
seventeen villages containing 43 square miles, was made over as 
part of a grant to Captain John Hearsey, of the old Oudh Con- 
tingent, for good service rendered to the British Government. 
This estate was sold by Captain Hearsey to Colonel Boileau, of: 
the Bengal Cavalry, who again sold it to the Raja-i-Rajgan of , 
Kapurthala, the present owner. The latter^s agent for his Kheri 
property, who is generally an honoi’ary magistrate, has his head- 
quarters here. 

Dhaurahra is administered under Act XX of 1856. The 
Act was first applied in 1876; but in September, 1881, the town 
was constituted a municipality. The latter was abolished with 
effect from the 1st of July, 1889, and the provisions of Act XX 

12k 
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were again applied in the following month. The income is 
derived from the usual house-tax which in 1903 amounted to 
Es. 460; giving an incidence of Ee. 0-14-3 per assessed house and 
Ee. 0-1-5 per head of population. The town contained 979 
houses, of which 517 were assessed to taxation. The total 
income for the year, including a balance of Es. 149, was Es. 809, 
the remainder being derived from various sources. The expen- 
diture was Es. 651; and was devoted to the usual objects; 
Es. 342 to the up-keep of the police force, Es. 180 to conserv- 
ancy, Es. 100 to minor local improvements, and the rest to the 
cost of collection and other miscellaneous heads. 


DHAUEAHEA Fargana, Tahsil Nighasak. 

This is a very large pargana in the east of the district, and 
consists of a stretch of country extending eastwards from the 
Chauka, which separates it from Srinagar of the Lakhimpur 
tahsil. On the north it is bounded by pargana Nighasan, on the 
south by the Tambaur pargana of Sitapur, and on the east by the 
Bahraich district and pargana Firozabad. The Bahraich boun- 
dary is the river Kauriala or Ghagra, and that of Sitapur on the 
south is for some distance formed by the Dahawar, a stream 
which now carries the bulk of the waters of the Ohauka into the 
Ghagra. Washed on three sides by rivers, all more or less erratic 
in their action, the area of the pargana is necessarily a variable 
quantity. At the first regular settlement it was 166,453 acres, 
but since that time it has increased by nearly 10,000 acres, the 
total in 1904 being 176,627 acres or 274 square miles, while at 
the last settlement it was very much larger. 

All the rivers come down in flood during the rains, but their 
action varies greatly. The deposit left by the Kauriala is very 
unfertile, as the current is so strong that only the heavy particles 
of sand remain: consequently the land along that river is 
poor and sandy, and the villages are inferior and cut up by 
numerous ravines and watercourses. The Ohauka, on the other 
hand, is a beneficial stream, in spite of its vagaries : it brings 
down quantities of rich alluvial deposit locally known as pan, 
which produces good crops of rice in years of favourable flooding. 
Unusnally heavy floods, however, bring sand instead, and at all 
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times the alluvial deposit is inferior to the old high land -which is 
cut away. The interior of the pargana is a plain of considerable 
fertility, but cut up and broken by a maze of streams and water- 
courses, the chief of which are the Sukhni and the upper reaches 
of the Dahawar. The soil is generally loam, but here and there 
are to be found expanses of poor gritty soil, locally termed tapar 
or hhur, while in the depressions there is clay. These depressions 
are similar to those in pargana Bhur, and are generally formed 
by bends in old water-channels; the largest is a fine and pictur- 
esque sheet of water lying -to the south of Ramia Bihar. The whole 
tract is feverish and unhealthy, and many of the inhabitants 
suffer from goitre. There is no forest in the pargana, the waste 
lands being covered with tamarisk and dense grass jungle. Most 
of the villages are precarious naturally, especially, those along 
the rivers; but as they belong to large estates they require no special 
attention. 

The cultivation is on the whole poor, though fairly good in 
the villages of the central tract. The average holdings are 
unusually large and a very high percentage of the land is held 
by non-resident tenants. The kharif harvest is by far the more 
important, occupying nearly 80 per cent, of the total area culti- 
vated, as against some 47 per cent, in the rabi. The double-cropped 
area is large, amounting to about 27 per cent, on an average. 
Rice, maize and kodon constitute almost the entire kharif harvest, 
the first predominating in the west, and the others in the cast of 
the pargana. The rice crop depends on the river floods, being apt 
to fail if they are excessive or deficient ; the best villages arc those 
which grow both rice and maize. Sugarcane is almost unknown 
in this pargana, which thus presents a great contrast to those of 
the Muhamdi tahsil. In the rabi, barley takes the lead, followed 
by wheat and peas, which together occupy nearly the whole sown 
area. There is practically no irrigation, as is the case through- 
out the Nighasan tahsil. The area cultivated is fairly large, 
considering the general nature of the tract. At the first regular 
settlement it amounted to 64 per cent, of the whole, and the 
subsequent development has been but small. At the last assess- 
ment it had increased slightly, but so had the total area of the 
pargana, and the proportion remained the same. In 1904 the 
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land tinder the plough covered 96,088 acres or nearly 55 per cent.j 
but the increase is much greater if the extension of double-crop- 
ping be taken into account. The culturable area was 52,281 acres, 
including 3,967 acres of groves and a large amount of fallow, 
both old and new, 28,533 acres in all: much of the remainder 
would not repay tillage. The barren area, 27,158 acres, is mainly 
under water, most of the rest being occupied by sites and groves 
while the actually unculturable land was only 3,786 acres. 

Grain rents are somewhat more prevalent than money pay- 
ments. At the last settlement the average cash rental was 
Es. 2*6 per acre— a very low figure. The cultivators are mainly 
low caste: Ahirs are the most numerous, followed by Chamars, 
Kurmis, Mnraos, Brahmans, Musalmans and Basis. The last 
claim descent from the Eajpasis, who are said to have held the 
pargana in ancient days ; the Kurmis, too, were once the lords of 
the soil in the south. Many of them were afterwards settled here 
by Shuja-ud-daula. Muraos pay the highest rent, about Es. 4 
on an average, while Eajputs and Kayasths pay under a rupee 
per acre. The revenue at the summary assessment was Es. 37,142 
rising to Es. 81,325 at the regular settlement. The present final 
demand stands at Es. 1,05,330 gross and Es. 1,01,840 net : the tem- 
porary demand for the alluvial mahals, settled in 1901, is Es. 3,490. 

The population of the pargana in 1881 was 88,334. This rose 
to 89,928 and at the last census Dhaurahra contained 90,520 inhab- 
itants, of whom 46,992 were males and 43,528 females. Classi- 
fied by religions, there were 78,918 Hindus, 11,688 Musalmans, 
and 14 Sikhs and others. The only town in the pargana is Dhau- 
rahra; but there are many large villages, espedally in the north. 
The chief are Eamia Bihar, Sinui, Kafara, Dulbi and Matera, 
wHoh are separately described. Communications are fair, but 
are greatly interrupted by the numerous streams. In the south 
there are no roads, but Dhaurahra is connected by unmetalled roads, 
with Lakhimpur on the west, Pirozabad on the south-east, and 
Nighasan on the north-west. Prom the last a branch runs to 

Matera on the Kaunala, whence another road runs south to Bisaiya 
and Pirozabad. 

The history of the pargana is obscure. It is said to have been 
hsJd in mediseval times by Alha, the Banaphar warrior of Jaya 
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Chandra of Kanauj. It was later the property of the Pasis and 
then of the Bisens. The pargana was not known by this name 
till 1734, when it was constituted by Safdar Jang out of Ehairi- 
garh, Pkozabadj Kheri, and perhaps Qila Nawagarh. It was 
then held by the Jangres, who eame in the reign of Alamgir and 
seized Dhaurahra and a vast extent of country. They ejected the 
Bisens after continuous fighting up to 1822. The subsequent 
history is that of the Jangres up to the mutiny, and the story 
^faas been told in Chapter V. "When the Dhaurahra estate was 
confiscated nearly three-quarters of the pargana came into the 
hands of Government and was distributed to Captain Hearsey, 
Captain Orr, and others, much of whose land was subsequently 
purchased by the Raja-i-Ilajgan of Kapurthala. At the present 
time the pargana contains 121 villages, divided into 133 mahals. 
Of the latter, 74 are owned by taluqdars three are Government 
property, 47 are held in single, and nine in joint zamindari tenure. 
There are no coparcenary communities in Dhaurahra. The chief 
taluqdars are the Raja-i-Rajgan of Kapurthala, with the Dhau- 
rahra estate of 21 mahals ; the Eani of Khairigarh with the Eafara 
estate of 20 mahals ; and the Kayasths of Sarawan Baragaon in 
Hardoi, who own 14 mahals known as the Sarsawa property. 
Others are the Saiyid talaqdar of Jalalpur in Hardoi, holding six 
mahals known as the Muhammadpur estate ; the Jangre taliiqdar 
of Isanagar with six mahals; the Chauhan Eaja of Oel, who has the 
single village of Bhanwanpux; the Eani of Mahewa with three 
mahals 3 the Gaur taluqdar of Eatesar, who owns the single village 
of Khanipur ; and Mr. Hearsey of Mamri, who has two villages 
known as the Gulariha and M atera grants. The chief zamindars 
are the Sikh grantees, Sardar Jogendra Singh of Aira, who owns 
twelve villages, and Sardar Sant Singh of Eaini with ten villages. 
The remaining land is chiefly in the possession of Eayasths, 
Kurmis, Lodhs, and Eajputs of different clans. 


DULHI, Pargana Dhaujiahba, TahsU Niohasak, 

A very large village on the northern borders of the par- 
gana, lying in latitude 28® 9' north and longitude 80® 68' east, 
some four miles west of Eamia Bihar and two miles to the south 
of Kardhaiya on the road from Highasan to Matera. The 
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village lands cover no less than 6,239 acres : the eastern half lies 
low and is subject to flooding from the large Karsari jhil on the 
boundary, but the western portion is higher and produces fine 
crops of maize. The population is somewhat scattered, but most 
of the inhabitants reside in the main site which clusters round 
the ruins of the old fort. At the last census Dulhi contained 
3,902 inhabitants, of whom 555 were Musalmans. Lodhs are the 
prevailing Hindu caste. The village belongs to the Ranj of 
Khairigarh, having formerly been included in the confiscated % 
Raikwar estate, and is assessed to a revenue of Rs. 4,250. 
There is a small school here and a bazar* 


riROZABAD, Pargana Fibozabap, Tahsil Nighasan. 

The place which gives its name to the pargana of Firozabad 
is an insignificant village in the south-east corner of the district, 
lying in latitude 27® 49' north and longitude 81® 16' east, 
between the Kauriala and the branch road from Isanagar to 
Katauliand Mallanpur, at a distance of 6 miles south-east of 
Isanagar and eighteen miles from Dhaurahra. The place is said 
to have been founded by Firoz Shah on his journey to Bahraich, 
but it has no history and the sole remnants of antiquity are the 
ruins of a small mud fort. The population at the last census 
numbered 1,089 souls, including 101 Musalmans, the bulk of the 
inhabitants being Lodhs and Ahirs, The village belongs to the 
Raja of Mallanpur, It has an area of 896 acres, and is well 
cultivated; most of the land is highly ing loam, but in the north 
there is a depression, while the centre is traversed by a small 
watercourse. The revenue is Rs. 1,076. An aided school is 
maintained here. The cattle-pound is in the adjoining village of 
Sheikhupur. 


FIROZABAD Pargana, Tahsil Nighasan. 

This pargana occupies the extreme south-eastern corner of 
the district, extending north and west from the point of junction 
of the Kauriala on the east, which separates it from the Bahraich 
district, and the Dahawar river on the south, which forms the 
Sitapur boundary. To the west and north lies pargana Dhau- 
irahra, from which it is divided by an artificial boundary* The 
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western portion of the pargana is drained by the Sukhni river, 
which flows in an extremely irregular course from north to south 
into the Dahawar at the south-western corner of the pargana and 
which probably represents an old channel of the latter river. 
The Dahawar as well as the Chauka is very erratic and changes 
its course from year to year. Up to 1895 the Dahawar was an 
insignificant stream, but the result of the floods of that year was 
that the Dahawar formed a connection between the Chauka and 
the Kauriala and for a time carried along its channel the bulk 
of the waters of the former river, which has now partly returned 
to its former bed. Being thus washed on three sides by constantly- 
changing rivers, the area of the pargana varies from year to year. 
Very recently two villages have been cut off by the Kauriala 
and are now included in the Bahraich district, and this sort of 
thing is continually taking place. 

The total area of the pargana, at the recent settlement, was 
106,454 acres or 166 square miles. In 1872 the area was 162 
square miles; while in 1904 there had been a still further 
increase, as the total was recorded as 110,015 acres or nearly 173 
square miles. The whole of the south of the pargana is cut up 
by channels and ravines. The villages are situated on the high 
land, while there is a varying quantity of low-lying land on 
which a good deal of rice is grown. As far as this pargana is 
concerned the Kauriala is a useless river. The annual floods 
leave behind them nothing but sand in the tarai, as owing to the 
violence of the stream the lighter particles which should form 
loam are carried away, leaving merely the heavier sand. The 
Chauka and the Dahawar on the other hand in ordinary years 
leave a fairly rich and useful loam behind them, the deposit 
being locally known as pan. The central tract of the pargana is 
a fine level plain of stable cultivation, the soil being a good 
loam, easily worked, with no necessity for irrigation, w^hich is 
practically non-existent here. In the west and south-west are 
some mixed villages, like those in Dhauiuhi'a, in which rice is 
grown in the lowlands and maize in the higher fields. The 
villages along the rivei's are precarious and apt to suffer from 
floods ; those along the Dahawar were greatly damaged in 1895, 
when large tracts of good soil Averc’cut away by the river as it 
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widened its channel ; but all belong to large estates and require 
no special attention. 

The cultivation in the central tract is good, when good 
tenants are available. In other parts it is generally poor by 
reason of the uncertainty of the returns. The holdings are very 
large, averaging well over six acres, and, as in Dhaurahra also, a 
very considerable percentage of the land is cultivated by non- 
resident tenants. The cultivated area at the first regular assess- 
ment amounted to 55 per cent, of the whole. During the course 
of the settlement there was a slight but varying increase, and at 
the new assessment the proportion was over 66 per cent. Since 
that date the increase has been maintained, and in 1904 the area • 
under the plough was 69,607 acres or nearly 55 per cent., while 
the extension of double-cropping has been more rapid, 19,416 
acres bearing two crops in that year, this being the largest amount 
on record. The oulturable ai^ea. including 3,409 acres of grove 
land, was 31,648 acres, two-thirds of this being fallow of very 
varying quality. Of the remaining area, 4,153 acres were classed 
as barren, an unusually high proportion, and the rest was either 
under water or occupied by sites and buildings. As in Dhaurahra, 
the kharif is by far the more important harvest. The principal 
crops are kodon, rice and maize, with a very little sugarcane ; and 
in the rabi barley, followed at a considerable distance by wheat, 
peas, gram and a fair amount of poppy and garden cultivation. 

Eents are mainly paid in cash in the better lands, but in 
the more precarious villages grain rents predominate. The 
average cash rate at the last settlement was Rs. 3’1 per acre : the 
amount is small, but considerably higher than the average for 
Dhaurahra. Low caste tenants paid Rs. 3'8, while the rate for 
Brahmans and others of high caste was only Rs. 2*2. The chief 
cultivating castes are Lodhs, Ahirs, Brahmans, Musalmans, 
Gadariyas and Kurmis. There is also a fair number of Muraos, 
who pay Rs. 6 per acre of garden land. The revenue demand of 
the pargana at the summary assessment was Rs. 32,384, and this 
was raised to Rs. 55,305 at the regular settlement. The present 
final demand stands at Rs. 67,885, including Rs. 675 temporarily 
assessed in 1901 on the alluvial mahals. The final revenue gives 
an enhancement of 25 per cent, on the former assessment. 
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The ‘population of the pargana at the census of 1881 num- 
bered 65,006. - Snce that date there has been a considerable 
increase: the total rose to 61,110m 1891, and at the last census 
there were 63,641 inhabitants, of whom 33,087 were males and 
30,554 females. Classified according to religions, there were 
65,604 Hindus, 8,109 Musalmans and 28 others, chiefly Christ- 
ians. The only town in the pargana is Isanagar ; Firozabad itself 
is an insignificant village, and besides these there is hardly a 
place with a population of any size, except Sisaiya in the north 
and the scattered agricultmal villages of Birsinghpur and 
AdHspur. The pargana is difficult of access owing to the rivers and 
the numerous small streams, and communications are poor. A 
road leads from Dhaurahra to Isanagar and JEatauli in the south, 
and from this a branch takes off at Sisaiya, running north to 
Matera on the Kauriala. 

The history of the pargana is almost identical with that of 
Dhaurahra, It was formerly held by the Bisens, who were 
expelled after repeated conflicts by the Jangre Chauhans of Bhur. 
These were in turn brought low at the death of JRaja Jodha 
Singh in 1777. One of his relatives. Chain Singh, was 
allowed a few patches of land rent-free for his maintenance ; but 
he gradually increased his possessions and in 1797 acquired the 
mahal of Isanagar, which is now represented by the taluqa of 
that name. The south of the pargana belongs to the Baikwars 
of Mallanpur, a branch of the Baundi house in Bahraich. Their 
property at first lay in the Sitapur district, but one of the 
Mallanpur chieftains crossed the Dahawar and seized the lands 
in the south of this pargana, which apparently were then held by 
the Brahmans of Gopalpur and others who claim to have obtained 
their rights from Maharaja Tikait Eai, the minister of Asaf-ud- 
daula. At the present time the pargana contains 88 villages, 
divided into 96 mahals. Of the latter, 93 are owned by taluqdars 
and the remaining two in joint zamindari tenurej they form a single 
village, owned by Kurnjis. The chief taluqdar is the Kaikwar 
Baja of Mallanpur, who holds 51 villages and three mahals • 25 
villages and six mahals belong to th4 Jangre taluqdar of Isanagar 
and two villages and six mahals to the Eaja-i-Bajgan of 
Kapmthala, being paij: of the confiscated estate of Dhaurahra, 



184 


Eheri District 


GOLA, Pargana Haidababad, Tahsil Muhamdi. 

A small but famous town in the north-east corner of the 
pargana^ lying in latitude 28'=' 5' north and longitude 80° 28' 
east; on the north side of the main road from Lakhimpur to 
Muhamdi; at a distance of 22 miles from the district headquarters. 
Branch roads lead north-west to Ehutar in Shahjahanpur, north 
to BhirU; and north-east to Aliganj. Less than a mile to the east 
of the town is the railway station. The population in 1891 
numbered 4,311 souls and at the last census had risen to 4,913, of 
whom 3,760 were Hindus, 1,133 Musalmans and 20 Christians 
and others. Gola is administered under the provisions of Act 
XT o£ 1866, which was applied in 1905, and contains a police- 
station, dispensary, post-office, cattle-pound, and a large upper 
primary school. Markets are held here twice a week, and the 
place is one of the principal trade centres of the district. 

The town is picturesquely situated on some small hills, on 
the bank of the vanished river Ganga, whose course is marked 
by a ridge of sand stretching away to the south. The bazar lies 
to the west, ^and here a busy trade is carried on in grain and 
sugar. To the east is the celebrated temple of Gokarannath, and 
its great tank, round which are clustered the many smaller temples, 
dAaramsate, and the monasteries of the Goshains. Gola is one 
of the most sacred spots in Oudh, and here an immense assemblage, 
aggregating on an average some 160,000 persons, congregates twice 
annually in Phagun and Chait for fifteen days on each occasion. 
Pilgrims and traders come hither from long distances, travelling 
by road and rail; many bring Ganges water to pour over the 
famous lingam of Mahadeo in the great temple. Their offerings 
are taken by the priests, but a cess of one anna in the rupee is 
levied by Government to defray the expenses of the fair manage- 
ment. 

The place is of extreme antiquity, but little remains to 
interest the archaeologist. Originally Gola was doubtless a centre 
of Buddhist worship; traces of this religion are still to be seen in 
several bas-reliefs built into the temple walls, and in the neigh- 
bourhood terra-cotta images of pure Buddhist types have from 
time to time been found. Possibly, too, the Goshains and their 
monasteries are an evolution from the Buddhipt priesthood, The 
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temple of Mahadeo is a shivala of the ordinary type, with this 
peculiarity that it stands below the level of the surrounding 
ground, the linga/n/i standing in a kind of well about four feet 
deep. This temple is supposed to be the central spot of a large 
tract of sacred ground. There are four gates on the borders of 
this holy land, at an equal distance of twelve hos or eighteen 
miles from the centre. These are at Deokali in the east, Shahpur 
on the north, Mati in Shahjahanpur on the west andBarkhar on 
the south. At Deokali there is still a Surajkund, a tank built in 
honour of the sun, at which religious assemblies take place, and 
possibly, in days previous to Buddhism, Gola was a centre of sun 
worship. Through one of these gates all pilgrims are supposed to 
pass before approaching the shrine. 

The tombs of the Goshains are small structures with fluted 
cupolas, and are evidently taken from the pattern of Buddhist 
stupas. They are supposed to be celibates and are buried, as 
usual, in a sitting posture. Most of the tombs stand close to the 
great tank, a masonry structure surrounded by flights of steps 
coming down to the water. 

The ancient history of Gola is now merely a matter of tradi- 
tion. According to the Goshains the image of Mahadeo came 
here by pure accident. When the giant E'avana was attempting 
to carry Mahadeo to Ceylon, the deity told him that he would 
only suffer his image to be removed on condition that it should 
not touch ground, as where it should be placed, there it would 
remain. Ravana accordingly set out and on arriving at Gola, was 
obliged to entrust his charge to an Ahir boy for a few minutes. 
The boy grew tired and placed the stone on tho ground, where it 
remained, and Ravana on his return was unable to move it. Tho 
origin of the tank and the brick cylinder in the centre, whence 
the water-supply is maintained, is said to be as follows : — A young 
Brahman girl happened one day to kill a calf, and in horror at 
the deed ran off to hang herself, choosing by chance tho tree that 
grew over the stone of Gola. By her action she disturbed tho 
deity, who bade her leave him in peace and go dig in a spot hard 
H by. She went to her relations and told her story. They helped 
her to dig and, after making a deep excavation, found tho calf 
buried ahve. This hole became tho source of tho tank. The 



186 


Kheri District. 


water-supply is very scanty and the tank has no outlet, so that 
the water becomes of a dull green colour and very impure. After 
one of the big festivals it is absolutely filthy ; respectable pilgrims 
indeed decline to bathe in it, and instead put a drop of water on 
their forehead, a ceremony called mowy'aTO, which is held to be 
equally efficacious. 

The lingam, is a round stone, probably a portion of a Buddhist 
pillar. It bears the mark of a heavy blow, caused, according to 
one account, by the thumb of Eayana, or else, a more probable 
account, by the mace of an iconoclast Musalman. The story goes 
that Aiirangzeb attempted to pull up the stone with chains and 
elephants, but without avail, and that when the emperor approached 
the spot, flames burst out of the ground, and the dismayed 
monarch consequently endowed the shrine with extensive rent-free 
lands. 


HAIDAEABAD, Pargana Haidaeabad, TahsU 
MtJHAMDI. 

This village, which gives its name to the pargana, lies 
in latitude 28° 3' north and longitude 80° 25' east, on the east 
side of the unmetalled road from Kasta to Mamri, at a distance 
of a mile and a half from its junction with the road from Lakhim- 
pur and Gola to Shahjahanpur and five miles south-west from 
Gola. The place is said to have been founded by one Saiyid 
Haidar, and was in the possession of the Pihani Saiyids, the 
builders of the now ruined brick fort, during their occupation of 
Muhamdi. It afterwards passed into the hands of the Ahbans, 
but when Lone Singh’s property was confiscated in 1868 it was 
bestowed on the Eaja of Partabgarh, whose successor now holds it. 
The inhabitants reside in a single site and about one-third of them 
are Musalmans. The population, which in 1891 numbered 1,669, 
amounted at the last census to 1,731. They are mainly agricul- 
turists, but there are a few sugar-boilers and Banias. A market is 
held twice a week in the village, and there is a small primary 
school, as well as a masonry mosque and temple lately erected by 
the inhabitants. The village lands cover 732 acres, and are well 
cultivated; the jungle which formerly existed having almost 
disappeared. The revenue is Es. 860. 
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HAIDARABAD Pargana, Tahsil Muhamdi. 

This pargana forms the north-eastern portion of the tahsil, 
and lies to the east of the Kathna river^ which separates it from 
Atwa Piparia and Magdapur. It is of irregular shape, bounded 
on the north by Kukra Mailani, on the east by Paila, and on the 
south by Paila. In its present form it includes the old pargana 
of Sikandarabad, which constitutes the south-eastern portion and 
was incorporated with Haidarabad in 1869. On the whole^ the 
pargana is the best in the tahsil, and only inferior to Kheri of all 
the parganas of the district. Along the Kathna is a low lying 
belt of forest, with an average breadth of about two miles ; while 
on the northern border is more forest, which exercises an injurious 
influence on the crops in its vicinity. In the east is a long sandy 
ridge, which apparently represents the bed of an old river ; but 
the bulk of the pargana is of a very fine quality. Prom a narrow 
strip of somewhat inferior soil in the north the level slowly lises 
to a firm rich loam, some of which, between Ahmadnagar and 
Ajan, is the most fertile in the district. To the south tKe level 
sinks again, and about the source of the Sarayan the land lies 
low and in wet years suffers from excessive moisture. The 
surface is nearly level; there are occasional depressions in which 
the soil inclines to clay, yielding good crops of rice ; but the most 
notable feature of the pargana is the sugarcane, which is almost 
unequalled and fetches a considerably higher price than any other 
in the Shahjahanpur market. There are no very precarious 
villages; the worst form part of large estates, and only two, 
Amilia in the extreme north and Bahera in the east, require 
special attention. 

The total area of the pargana is 61,753 acres or 96 square 
miles. The proportion cultivated is high for this district and the 
development of the tract has been rapid. At the first regular 
settlement only 47 per cent, of the land was under the plough ; 
from 1884 to 1895 the average cultivation was no more than this, 
but in the last year of the period it had risen to over 56 per cent, 
and since the last settlement progress has been still more marked. 
In 1904 the cultivated area was no less than 40,568 acres or 66 
per cent, and 8,098 acres bpre a double crop. The culturable area 
was 16,809 acres, including 2,101 acres of grove land, and most 
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of this was jungle and other waste which has not yet been 
reclaimed. The remaining area of 5,386 acres was classed as 
barren, but nearly all of this was either under water or occupied 
by roads and buildings, the actually unculturable land being only 
222 acres. The proportion of irrigated land is fairly high, 
amounting on an average to nearly a third of the cultivation ; there 
are numerous tanks, but wells form the chief source of supply. 
The latter are mainly unprotected and can be made in most places. 
Water is generally found near the surface, and the dhenkli or 
lever is the system usually employed. The area occupied by the 
kharif and rabi harvests is in most years appx'oximately equal. 
In the former rice largely predominates followed by sugarcane, 
kodon and pulses; in the rabi wheat and gram occupy almost the 
entire area sown. 

The cultivation is better than in other parts of the tahsil. 
The chief tenant castes are Kurmis, followed by Ahirs, Brahmans, 
Pasis and Musalmans. Rents are mainly paid in cash, the 
average rate at the last settlement being Rs. 4-66 per acre. Very 
slight differences are observed in the case of the various castes, 
Kurmis paying Rs. 6 and Brahmans Rs. 4*28, while none pay 
more and only the few Rajputs less. The revenue demand at 
the summary settlement was Rs. 30,208, and this was raised to 
Rs. 36,740 at the regular assessment, although this excludes the 
demand for several grants which were subsequently resumed. 
The net expiring revenue was Rs. 41,450, and at the last revision 
a considerable enhancement was imposed. The final gross 
revenue is Rs. 53,297, of which Rs. 63,077 constitutes the actually 
realizable demand. The former represents an addition of 29 per 
cent, to the old revenue. 

The population of the pargana is far more dense than in 
other parts of the Muhamdi tahsil and has grown rapidly of 
late years. In 1881 there were 40,761 inhabitants, rising to 
47,513 in 1891 ; while at the last census the pargana contained 
65,226 souls, with an average of 576 to the square mile. Classi- 
fied by religions there were 46,863 Hindus, 8,334 Musalmans 
and 29 others, chiefly Christians. The most important place in 
the pargana is Gola; but there are several large villages, such as 
Haidarabad, Ahmadnagar and Sikandarabad, which- have been 
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separately mentioned, and one or two others, such as Mamri, 
Alipur and Ajan, have considerable populations. Means of 
communication are generally good. The Lucknow, Sitapur and 
Bareilly Railway traverses the north-east corner, with a station 
at Gola. Through this place runs the main road from Lakhim- 
pur to Shahjahanpur, metalled from Gola to Mamri. Branch 
roads run from Gola to Aliganj in Bhur, to Bhira on the north, 
and to Khutar in Shahjahanpur, and from Mamri to Piparia and 
Pawayan on the west, and to Kasta and Sitapur on the south. 
The southern half of the pargana is served by the direct road 
from Lakhimpur to Muhamdi. 

Haidarabad formerly belonged to the great pargana of Bhur- 
wara, long held by the Ahbans and afterwards by the Muhamdi 
Saiyids and their successors. The Ahbans subsequently recov- 
ered much of their possessions, while the other proprietors are 
of comparatively recent origin. The tract largely owes its pros- 
perity to Mansa Ram, one of the Muhamdi chakladars, who 
settled here many Eurmis, whose descendants in severral cases have 
preserved their proprietary right. Relics of the Saiyid supremacy 
are to be seen in the ruined forts at Ahmadnagar, Muhammadabad 
and elsewhere. In many places are to be seen the curious fluted 
cupolas which mark the tombs of the Goshains of Gola. 

At the present time the pargana contains 108 villages, divided 
into 192 mahals; of the latter 67 are owned by taluqdars, 71 are 
held in single and 52 in joint ^samindari tenure, eleven in patti- 
dari, while one is bhaiy ach a ra. The chief taluqdars are the Musal- • 
man Ahbans of Kotwara and Raipur ; the former owns 14 whole 
villages and two mahals, and the latter 14 villages and one mahal. 
Mr. Hearsey of Mamri holds five villages and six mahals ; fiivo 
villages belong to the Saiyid Rani of Shahpur, forming the 
Ahmadnagar estate; three villages and one mahal to the Kurmi 
taluqdar of Paila; three villages to the Raja of Partabgarh ; one 
village and one mahal to the Rani of Mahewa ; and one mahal 
to the Bais taluqdar of Basaidih in Sitapur. Of the zamin- 
dars, Khattris own eight villages, Goshains, Brahmans and 
Kayasths six each; while 23 are held by Musalmans, chiefly 
Saiyids and Pathans, and the rest by Kurmis, Rajputs, Banias 
and others, but their holdings are very small. 
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ISANAGAR, Pargana Fibozabab, TahsiZ Nighasak. 

This village is the headquarters o£ the taluqa of Thakur 
Eaghuraj Singh of the Jangre clan, the history of whose family has 
been given in Chapter III. It lies on the road from Dhaurahra 
fco Mallanpur at a distance of about twelve miles from the 
former, in latitude 27® 54' N. and longitude 80® 13' E., on 
the high bank of the Kauriala which flows some four miles to 
the east. The village clusters round the old brick fort of the 
Chauhans, and the whole was in former days surrounded by a 
bastioned wall. It contained at the last census a population of 
3,750 souls, of whom 836 were Musalmans, while Brahmans are 
the predominant Hindu caste. Isanagar possesses a mud-built 
police-station, post-ofS.ce, cattle-pound and a primary school. 
The place is in a flourishing condition and has largely increased 
in size of late years, the census of 1869 showing only 2,216 
inhabitants. The bazar, in which markets are held twice a week, 
is of considerable local importance, and the annual sales of 
cotton fabrics are said to amount to Ks. 8,000. The village is 
almost surrounded by mango and jamun groves, and the enormous 
area occupied by these trees is a bar to extensive cultivation, com- 
bined with the presence of an unusual Jarge proportion of high- 
caste tenants. The area of the village is 2,032 acres ; most of this 
is good soil, while to the north-east is a stretch of rice land. The 
revenue is Es. 1,760, of which Es. 400 are paid by the Raja-i- 
Eajgan of Kapurthala, who acquired 354 acres by purchase, and 
iihe rest by the resident taluqdar. 

KAFAEA, Pargana Dhatjbahea, Tahsil Nighasak. 

This large village forms part of the Khairigarh estate 
bdonging to Eani Surat Kunwar. It lies in latitude 28® 4' 
N, and longitude 81® 3' E., on the road from Dhaurahra to 
Nighasan, at a dShtanoe some six miles from the former and 16 
^miles from the tahsil headquarters. It is built on the high bank 
of the Sukhni, midway between the Chauka and Kauriala rivers. 
It is a fine and well-populated village with an area of 4,399 
acres, assessed at Es. 4,400. The soil is in places uneven, but the 
bulk of it is of a good quality* Beside the main*site, there are 
numerous hamlets, with a^tal population at the last census of 
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4,034 persons, of whom 474 were Musalmans, while Kurmis, 
Chamars and other low caste Hindus constitute the bulk of the 
remainder. Kafara possesses a cattle-pound, dating from 1892, an 
upper primary school and a bazar known as Bikramganj, in 
which markets are held twice a week. To the west of the 
village site on the edge of a jhil stands the temple of Lilanath 
Mahadeo, with a masonry tank adjoining it. The place is of great 
local sanctity and a large fair is held here annually in Baisakh. 

EAIMAHEA, Pargana Khebi, Tahail Lakhimpue. 

A large village on the western borders of the pargana, in 
latitude 27° 67' north and longitude .80° 38' east, on the road 
from Lakhimpur to Muhamdi and Shahjahanpur, at a distance 
of about nine miles west from the district headquarters. It lies 
close to the Phardahan station and is connected with the railway 
by a small road, which continue south to Kondhi on the road 
from Lakhimpur to Mitauli and Aurangabad. The river 
Jamwari forms the western boundary of the village, which is 
well situated in the midst of mango groves, which swarm with 
monkeys. Kaimahra is the headquarters of the estate of that 
name, which is now under the management of the Court of Wards, 
the owner being Eani Dayawant Kunwar, widow of Eaja 
Narpat Singh, one of the Ohauhans. There is a primary school 
and a cattle-pound here. To the east of the village is a large 
artificial tank, and there are seven Hindu temples and two 
mosques. The bazar is of some local importance and a consider- 
able sugar-refining industry is carried on, fourteen factories 
working at the present time. The population in 1901 numbered 
2,118 persons, of whom 444 were Musalmans. The place has 
grown considerably of late years. The lands of the village cover 
1,644 acres, but the cultivated area is comparatively small on 
account of the extent of the groves to the north and east : on the 
west of the site there is a good expanse of stiff loam. The 
revenue of the village is assessed at Es. 2,118. 


KASTA, Pargana Kasta, TahsU Muhamdi. 

The small village which gives its name to the pargana is a 
decayed place standing in latitude 27° 51' north and longitude 

ISh. 
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80® 32' east, at the junetion of the roads from Lakhimpur to 
Aurangabad and from Gola to Sitapur, some five miles east of 
Mitauli and 16 miles from the district headquarters. It lies 
between the Sarayan on the east and its tributary, the Purai, on 
the west. The population mainly resides in a central site 
containing some 250 houses, and at the last census numbered 
1,878 souls, of whom 393 were Musalmans, while the majority of 
the remainder are Chamars. It contains an upper primary 
school and a bazar, in which markets are held twice a week. 
The village has an area of 1,983 acres, assessed at Es. 1,600 and 
held in taluqdari tenure by Baja Ali Muhammad Khan of 
Mahmudabad in Sitapur. The soil is poor and sandy towards 
the Sarayan and means of irrigation are deficient ; to the west 
and south there is a good deal of jungle. 

KASTA Dargana, TaJml Muhamdi. 

Tliis small pargana occupies the south-eastern corner of the 
taTiwil, lying to the south of Haidarabad between the Kathna 
river on the west, which separates it from Aurangabad, and the 
Sarayan on the east and north-east, this river forming the tahsil 
boundary and dividing Kasta from the parganas of Paila and 
Kheri. To the south lies the Sitapur district. The tract 
is a poor one, but greatly- superior to Aurangabad. In the 
west along the Kathna is a belt of dense sfil forest as far 
south as Mitauli, and in fact the whole of the tract north 
of the road from Mitauli to Kasta has been but partially 
reclaimed. In the north the land lies low, and the water- 
level is high: there is much poor- swampy country, in which 
wild animals from the neighbouring jungles do great damage 
to the crops. The southern half is more open, though there 
are wide tracts of dhak jungle. The soil is generally a firm 
loam except in the depressions where the drainage is deficient ; 
but the subsoil is sandy throughout. Qne long drainage 
channel runs through the centre of the pargana from Khamaria 
southwards, and on the southern border it is joined by 
another which rises near Abgaon ; the two are known further 
down as the Purai, which joins the Sarayan near Sitapur. In 
wet years much flooding occurs -along their courses. The 
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Sarayan in the north of the pargana flows near the surface level, 
but before it leaves the district has cut for itself a fairly deep 
channel. The villages along the Kathna are more or less 
precarious physicaUy, but they all belong to wealthy landowners. 

The total area of Kasta is 59,440 acres or 92-87 square miles. 
The cultivated proportion is low, being at the first regular settle- 
•ment only 46 per cent., although the subsequent development has 
been considerable. For the twelve years ending with 1895 the 
average cultivation was 29,218 acres, while in 1904 no loss than 
33,124 acres or 55 per cent, was under the plough, and 6,151 acres 
bore a double crop. The culturable area comprised 22,661 acres 
including 1,393 acres of grove land j this a very high proportion, 
but most of it consists of jungle which has never been cleared. 
The remaining 3,749 acres were classed as barren, but the cultur- 
able area was only 154 acres, the rest being under water or 
occupied by roads and buildings. The irrigated area is always 
rather small : weUs form the chief source of supply, and in the 
north they are worked with levers, while further south they are 
deeper and more durable. The areas sown in the rabi and kharif 
harvests are approximately equal. In the former the chief staples 
are gram, wheat and barley, and in the latter rice, followed by 
pulses and sugarcane. The last is extensively grown and is the 
most valuable staple of the pargana. 

The holdings are large and the cultivation generally back- 
ward; except in the Kurmi villages in the south, rents arc 
mainly paid in kind and only the better soils are hold at cash 
rates. The latter averaged E,s. 6-99 at the last sottlomont, 
with Es. 6-31 for low caste and Es. 5-18 for high caste tenants. 
Kufmis, who are the most numerous, paid Es. 6-76, while noxib 
come Brahmans with Es. 6-38. The jungle tracts of the norlJi arc 
mainly inhabited by Ahirs, Gaddis and inferior cultivators. 
The revenue at the summary assessment was Es. 22,401, bub at 
the regular settlement it was raised to Es. 37,306. TIio present 
final demand is Es. 49,226 gross and Es. 49,185 net, the difforenoo 
being the nominal assessment on revenue-free land. The onhanco- 
ment on the former assessment amounts to 28 per cent. 

The population is sparse, owing to the large amount of forest 
land still unoccupied. In 1881 the total was 31,671, rising to 
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86,028 at the following census. In 1901 the pargana contained 
36,794 inhabitants, with an average density of 396 persons to the 
square mile. Classified according to religions there were 33,778 
Hindus, 3,013 Musalneans and three Sikhs. Th e only place of 
any size in the pargana is Mitauli, a former stronghold of the 
Ahbans. Kasta is a village of no importance, and so is Abgaon, 
which once gave its name to a separate pargana. Means of com- 
munication are provided by two roads, one leading from Sitapur 
to Kasta and Gola, and the other running from Lakhimpur 
through Kasta and Mitauli to Aurangabad. 

Up to the mutiny the whole pargana was held by Raja Lone 
Singh of Mitauli, but was afterwards confiscated and bestowed 
on several grantees, mainly Europeans who afterwards sold it. 
There are now altogether 73 villages, divided into 77 mahals, 
including five jungle grants, and of these all save nine are owned 
by taluqdars, one is held in single and three in joint zamindari, 
and the rest in pattidari tenure. No fewer than 64 whole villages 
and one mahal are the property of the Khanzada Raja of Mah- 
mudabad in Sitapur; Haranagar and one mahal belong to the 
Khattri taluqdar of Muiz-nd-dinpur, and one mahal of Udaipur to 
the Bais taluqdar of Kanhmau, also in the Sitapur district. The 
others are owned by Bi'ahmans, Kayasths, Khattris, Panwars 
and Sombansis. 


KHAIRIGARH, Pargana KHAiEictABH, Tahsil 
Nighasaw. 

The place which gives its name to the pargana is a village 
of little importance, lying in latitude 28° 21' north and longitude 
80° 61' east, on the left bank of th e Sarju river, at a distance of 
five miles north-west of Singahi, with which it is connected by 
a poor road, and eleven miles from Nighasan. Another road 
leads south-west, crossing the Sarju by a ferry, and thence by 
way of Bahmanpur and Dariabad to Lakhimpur. To the west 
and north of the village lies the reserved forest. The village 
lands are 1,492 acres in extent, the southern portion being 
twrai, and the rest a high-lying stretch of light soil in which fair 
crops of maize are grown. The revenue is Rs. 426 and the pro- 
prietor is the Rani of Khairigarh, who resides at Singahi. The 
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village had a population of 1,361 persons at the last census, 
including 341 Musalmans and a number of Kahars. 

The place chiefly derives its interest from the old fort, 
known as Qila Ghori Shah, whose ruins stand some three miles off 
to the west. This stronghold, which tradition assigns to Shahab- 
ud-din Ghori, was probably built by Firoz Shah, and in Akbar^s 
day was considered one of the best in Hindostan. The structure 
was of burnt brick on foundations of huge kankar blocks, but 
little now remains visible. Outside the fort, lying about in the 
jungle, are fragments of ancient Hindu sculptures, and similar 
carved stones have been used in the construction of the shiune 
of Pir Saadat Ali, a saint in whose honour a fair is held annually 
in March. On the site of the fort is a forest bungalow. About 
two miles north-west of the fort there stood till 1885, when it was 
removed to the Lucknow museum, a life-size stone figure of a horse 
of rude workmanship, with a fragmentary inscription of Samudra 
Gupta incised on the neck. It was i)robably used for sacrificial 
purposes, but nothing else is known of its history, save that it 
points to an earlier civilization in Khairigarh than that of the 
Musalmans. 


KHAIEIGARH Farganay TahsU Nighasak. 

This large pargana occui>ies the northern portion of the dis- 
trict between the Sarju river on the south and the Mohan on the 
north. To the east the boundary is the Kauriala river, which 
like the Mohan separates the pargana from Nepal territory. 
On the west beyond the Sarju lies pargana Palia, while above 
this the boundary marches with Nepal. Khairigarh is the largest 
pargana of the district and has an area of 425 square miles. Of 
this nearly two-thirds are occupied by Government forest, which 
extends south as far as Khairigarh. The remaining portion of 
the pargana consists of stretches of open country between the 
Sarju to the south, the Mohan to the north and the Kauriala to 
the east. Along all these rivers there is a broad fringe of jungle, 
while the open central block is divided by a small stream called 
the Jauraha nala^ which brings down the drainage from the 
forest. North of this nala is a fairly even tract of good productive 
land known as the Kunawat. To the south the land lies higher^ 
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except in tlie Sarju tcn/rOfi^ and the soil is not so stiff. Along the 
Kauriala there is an usual alluvial loam, while the soil of the 
jungle clearings is for the most part poor and gritty. There is 
practically no irrigation in the pargana. The banks of the 
Mohan river are precipitous and their height renders it impos- 
sible to use the water for the fields. The old bank of the Sarju 
is also about 30 feet above the level of the river. The tract 
known as Haveli, in the neighbourhood of Singahi, south of the 
Jai?raha^ is perhaps the best part of the pargana and the cultiva- 
tion is better here than elsewhere. Generally, however, it is 
careless in the extreme, as the tenants pay more attention to 
grazing than to agriculture, and over one-third is tilled by non- 
residents. The holdings, too, are very large, averaging 7*6 
acres — a higher figure than in any other part of the district. All 
the villages along the Kauriala and Sarju are liable to flooding 
and are consequently precarious. Many others come under the 
same category by reason of their proximity to the forest, which 
not only renders them very unhealthy, but also exposes them to 
the ravages of innumerable wild animals. All belong, however, 
to one large estate, and therefore require no particular attention. 

The area which lies outside the reserved forests is 117,863 
acres or 184 square miles. The proportion cultivated has at all 
times been low; at the first regular settlement it amounted to 36 
per cent., and the subsequent increase has been but small. In 
1904 the area under the plough was 46,867 acres or 39 per cent. 
As much as 69,636 acres were returned as cultiirable, including 
933 acres of grove land; there is a considerable amount of fallow, 
resulting from the fluctuating nature of the cultivation, but most 
of such land is forest or open waste, which has never been 
reclaimed. The barren area was 11,360 acres, but only 56 acres 
are classed as absolutely unculturable, the rest being either under 
water or taken up by sites and roads. The kharif is by far the 
more important harvest, covering nearly double the area sown in 
the rabi, while some 26 per cent, of the cultivation bears a 
double crop. Eice is the chief staple, and fine crops of jarkan 
are raised in the Kunawat ; there is a large area of maize in the 
Haveli, and hodon is the only other kharif crop grown to any 
extent. In the rabi barley and wheat hold, an almost equal 
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position, the rest of the harvest being taken up by gram and 
peas. 

The chief cultivating castes are Ahirs, Kurmis, Gadariyas 
and Tharus. The last are chiefly found in the forest tract, 
where they alone can endure the deadly climate ; they are, how- 
ever, very independent, and on the least provocation migrate to 
Nepal. Eents ate almost wholly paid in cash, and run very low. 
At the last settlement the general average was Ee. 1*9 per acre, 
and very little privilege is accorded to the higher castes. 
Muraos paid Es. 2*6 and Kurmis Es. 2-3; but the average rate 
in all other oases was approximately equal. The revenue demand 
at the summary assessment was Es. 17,386, and this was 
raised to Es. 23,439 at the regular settlement. At the last 
revision a considerable enhancement was taken, the final demand 
being Rs. 31,430, or 35 per cent, more than the old revenue. 

The population of the pargana at the census of 1881 num- 
bered 39,444 souls, and has remained practically stationary ever 
since. In 1891 the total had fallen to 39,364 ; but ten years later 
had risen again to 39,747 persons, of whom 20,836 were males 
and 18,911 females. Classified by religions, there were 33,886 
Hindus, 5,842 Musalmans, chiefly of the Banjara caste, and 19 
others, Christians and Aiyas. The only place of any size in the 
pai^ana is Singahi, which is separately described, as also are the 
large agricultural villages of Singha Kalan and Banbirpur, and 
the pargana capital, a place of some antiquity, but now a mere 
village. Means of communication are naturally very poor. 
Through the forest runs the branch railway from Mailani to the 
timber dep6ts of Dudhwa, Sonaripur, and Chandan Chauki ; but 
is only open for a few months in the year. A road runs from 
Nighasan to Singahi and Banbirpur, whence two branches lead to 
the Halauna and Kakraula ferries over the Mohan and eo to 
Nepal territory. The Jauraha is bridged at Motipur, two miles 
from Singahi. Another road runs from Singahi to Khairigarh 
and from there to the Sirsi ferry on the Chauka and Lakhimpur. 
The forests contain a number of fair departmental roads, but 
these are not all available for ordinary traffic. 

The pargana, excluding the forest, contains 60 villages, all 
of which are owned by the Surajbansi Rani of Khairigarh, who 
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resides at Singahi. Three villages are subsettled with the 
descendants of the former proprietors. 

The name is said to be derived from the Ichair jungle, which 
existed here in great quantities. The pargana formerly extended 
beyond the Kauriala and included, besides Haveli and Eunawat, 
the tracts on either side of the Jauraha stream, the following 
townships : Sardia, which included most of the” present Giovem- 
ment forest, Manjhra, east of Haveli, Dharmanpur and Bhartha- 
pur, across the Kauriala and now belonging partly to Nepal and 
partly to the Bahraich district. The two last were given to 
Hhaurahra in 1817, and subsequently handed over to the Nepal 
Government. 

The early history of the pargana is lost in obscurity. It has 
been for many centuries, and probably at all times, the same huge 
forest that it now appears. The great fort of Khairigarh has 
been ascribed to the work of several monarchs, from Shahab-ud- 
din Ghori toFiroz Shah. In the Ain-i-Akbari it is described as 
one of the best forts in India, and there it is fm-ther stated that 
there were five other brick-built forts in the pargana, erected to 
form a defence to the empire against the wild tribes of the north. 
At that time the pargana was held by Bachhils, Bisens, Bais and 
Kurmis. The Bachhils were of course the same as those who 
held Kamp and Barwar, while the Bisens wei’e the conquerors of 
the Dhaurahra Basis. Reference is made to a rising in Kundan- 
pur near Khairigarh during the reign of Akbar by one Ahbaran, 
an Ahir, and an expedition was sent against him. 

At a later date, probably in the reign of Jahangir, Khairi- 
garh was seized by the Banjaras, who, it is said, had accompa- 
nied the Jangres in their victorious campaign against the 
Bachhils. They held the tract for a long period. About the 
beginning of the nineteenth century their leader was Eao Ram 
Singh, a notorious freebooter who imposed dues even on his own 
clansmen, whenever they crossed into his dominions. Civil war 
ensued and Ram Singh was defeated in a pitched battle by 
Sangha Nadk. In 1801 Khairigarh was ceded to the British, and 
in 1809 Ram Singh had to be reduced, as he was stiU carrying 
on his old practices and had extended his operations to Mundia- 
^at in Pilibhit. He was th^ taken to Bareilly, where he died. 
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For four years the pargana was held on lease by Captain 
Hearsey, who resided here till the outbreak of war with Nepal. 
In 1816 Khairigarh was restored to Ouclh, and the Banjara 
leaders, Naik Madho Singh and Gandu Singh, resumed their old 
position. Then came the Surajbansis, whose history has been 
given in the preceding chapters. In 1821 Raja Ganga Sah 
acquired Kanchanpur, and in 1830 he attacked and defeabed the 
Banjaras. The latter laid their case before the Oudh Govern- 
ment, and in 1841 recovered their lands for a short time. The 
chakladar^s troops, however, could not stand the climate and 
after a miserable sojourn at Newalkhar, the few survivors 
retired, leaving the MUmen in possession. The Banjaras thence- 
forth disappeared, and the proprietary right of the Surajbansis 
was established both in 1856 and after the mutiny. 


KHA.ro HI A, Pargana Dhatjehra, Tahsil NiGHASAiir. 

This village lies in latitude 27® 59' north and longitude 
81® 8' east, on the north side of the road from Lakhimpur to 
Dhaurahra, at a distance of three miles west of the latter. The 
village lands are extensive ; they lie on both sides of the road 
and stretch westwards to the Chauka. It covers 2,700 acres, and 
the greater portion consists of loam soil with a large rice basin. 
The population in 1901 numbered 2,199 souls, of whom a small 
proportion are Musalmans. Lodhs are the prevailing Hindu caste. 
There are many small hamlets, but the bulk of the inhabitants 
reside in the central site. The village is assessed at Rs. 1,750, 
and forms part of the estate of Rani Surat Kunwar of Khairigarh. 

KHEEI, Pargana Kheri, Tahsnl Lakhimpur. 

The place which gives its name to the pargana and the 
district is a small towm of little importance, lying three miles 
south of the headquarters at Lakhimpur, in latitude 27® 64' north 
and longitude 80® 48' east, on the uumetalled road from Lakhim- 
pur to Bahramghat. Close to the town on the west runs the 
Lucknow, Sitapur and Bareilly State Railway, with a station about 
half a mile distant from the main site. The population of Kheri 
in 1881 numbered 6,996 souls; the subsequent increase has been 
but small, for in 1901 there were 6,223 inhabitants, of whom 2,414 
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•were Hmdus, 3,800 Musalmans, chiefly Julahas and Qassabs, and 
nine of other religions. Kheri possesses a post-office, a middle 
vernacular school and an opium godown. Markets are held daily, 
but those on Wednesday and Saturday are the most important. 
The chief manufactures of the place are fireworks and tazias. 
There are in the town numbers of temples, imambaras and mosques, 
one of which is said to have been built by Aurangzeb. A small 
fair is held annually on the Eamlila festival. The place is of 
considerable antiquity, but its history is almost unknown. At one 
rima it was held by the Saiyids of Barwar, one of whom, Saiyid 
Khurd, was buried here; his tomb is the finest building in the 
place, being constructed of huge blocks of kankar; it bears an 
inscription with the date 970 A.H. With the fall of the Saiyids the 
place came into the hands of the Janwar Chaudhris, whose 
Chauhan successors hold almost the whole pargana. 

Kheri has been administered under Act XX of 1856 since 
February, 1876. In 1903 there were 1,102 houses in the town, of 
which 503 were assessed to taxation. The income from the house- 
tax was JEls. 557, giving an incidence of Ee. 1-1-9 per assessed 
house and Ee. 0-1-5 per head of population. The total receipts, 
including a balance of Es. 407 from the preceding year, were 
Es. 1,023. The expenditure was Es. 849, and was devoted to the 
usual heads: police, Es. 342; conservancy, Es. 144, and local 
improvements, Es. 300. The remainder went for the cost of 
coUeclion and other minor charges. 


KHEEI Pargana, TahsU Lakhimpub. 

This large pargana is the best in the district and consists of 
the eastern portion of the tract lying between the U1 river on the 
nacih and the Sitapur district on the south. To the west lie 
Frila and Kasta, and to the north and east Srinagar, a large por- 
tion of which was formerly included in Kheri. Besides the U1 
there are several other rivers. The chief of these is the Sarayan, 
which flows along the Kasta border, and is joined by the Jamwari 
skeam which rises in Baila and separates from the rest of the 
pargana the old mahal of Basara, which was united to Kheri in 
18^. In the east is the Kewani, which has its source in a string 
jhils in the centre of the pargana and thence flows south-east 
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into tlie Sitapur district. The bulk of tho pargana is a high-lying 
plateau with a good light loam soil, requiring little irrigation and 
producing excellent crops. Towards tho U1 tho land riscH slightly 
and the soil is lighter, bill the level suddenly drops into tho Utrai,^ 
which is of a very poor character. Thci’o is another stretch of 
tarai, but of a far superior character, along tho Kowani, separated 
from the lowlands of the U1 by a promontory of higli land lunning 
south-east from the main plateau, Tho level of tho uplumls is only 
broken by the depressions in wliioh tho Kowani originates. Tho 
chief of these jhils are at Gumoliini, Bhusru, Mahimul'uhad and 
Keshopur. Occasionally tho overflow from these lakes spreiuls ovor 
a considerable area, but in ordinary years (,liey aro very valuable) 
for irrigation purposes and contribute largely to tho pmspniity of 
the j>argana. Tho level sinks slightly towards tho west, and in 
the neighbourhood of tho streams tho soil is ofkm poor autl bmkoit. 
The precarious villages aro fow in numhor and all of them, 
with the exception of Bilwa on tho Jarawari, belong to largo 
estates. 

The standard of cultivation is generally liighor than in tho 
rest of the district and tho proportion of tho land oultivaUul has at 
all times been largo. Tho total area of tho pai’ganu is 121,412 
acres or 189 square miles. At tho first regular settlement, us much 
as 62 per cent, of this was oiiltivatod, a very much higher pro- 
portion than in any othor part of tho district. During the tstimmcy 
of the settlement there was a slight inoreaso, but. tho devolopnwmt 
has been much more rapid since the lost assossment. In 1904 th« 
area under the plough was 87,607 uoros or ovor 71 per oont., while 
18,328 acres bore a double crop, Tho ]>i'oportion of eulturnblo 
land is low for this district, tho total being 21,518 uoresj this, 
however, includes 6,466 acres under grovas, and the hulk of the 
remainder consists of fallow. Of tho barren aroti, whioh tnuouiits 
to 12,287 acres in all, more than half is oocupiod ijy roads an«l 
buildings, and all tho rest save G80 acres of unoulturablo htntl is 
under watei^ Means of irrigation aro fairly plentiful, as tho 
tanks are extensively used and earthen wolts oan ho made in most 
places, except near tho top of tho high bank whoro tho subsuil is 
too sandy. The kharif harvest covers a much larger area than 
the rabi, the chief staples being lico, .sugarcane, koitou and tiie 
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pulses. In the rabi wheat and gram take the lead, while a large 
amount of barley is raised in the lighter soils. 

Of the different castes of cultivators Kurmis are by far the 
most numerous, amounting to about one-thii-d of the whole tenant 
population. Next to them come Brahmans, Chamars, Basis, 
Musalmans and Ahirs. Bents are mainly paid in cash, and at the 
last settlement the average rate was Es. 4-96 per acre, ranging from 
Rs. 6*91 in the case of Muraos and Es. 4-4 for high caste tenants 
generally. Eurmis paid on an average rate of Es. 6'8. The 
revenue of the pai'gana at the summary settlement was Es. 79,424 
and at the regular assessment it was raised to Es. 1,21,037. The 
present final demand stands at Es. 1,61,609, representing an 
enhancement of 19 per cent. The net sum pay able is Es. 1,48,663, 
the difference being the nominal demand for revenue-free lands, 
which cover 347 acres. 

The population of the pargana in 1881 numbered 107,668 
souls, and at the following census rose to 118,394. In 1901 the 
tract contained 124,040 inhabitants, of whom 23,161 were 
Musalmans. The average density was 662 to the 8q[uare milo, 
which is much greater than in other parts of the distiiot. Besides 
the towns of Lakhimpur and Eheri, there are several large vil- 
lages, the most important of which are Oel and Kaimahra, 
the headquarters of two great taluqas. Means of communication 
are distinctly good. The railway runs through the pargana and has 
four stations, at Oel, BIheri, Lakhimpur and Pbardahan. Good 
roads lead from Lakhimpur in every direction and the cross roads 
from Kheri and Oel give easy access to all parts, Lakhimpur is 
the -chief market and the only industrial centre, with the possible 
exception of Amirtaganj in the extreme east, where there is a 
large settlement of weavers, and Oel, where the manufacture of 
brass vessels is carried on. 

In early days Kheri was held by the Bisens, who were 
probably connected with the great Manjhauli family who owned 
I>haurahi-a during the I7th and 18th centuries. It afterwards was 
included in the vast possession of the Saiyids of^arwar, and 
tdter their fall the Chauhans gradually rose to power, although 
they were for a long time checked by the spreading dominion of 
the Gaurs in the north of Sitapur. ^oe 178^ when the Chauhans 
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obtained a large number of villages on lease, the history of the 
pargana has been practically identical with that of the tlireo 
families of Oel, Kaimalira and Maliewa, whioli has been already 
given in the preceding chapters. At tho present tirao the pargana 
contains 194 villages, of which no loss than 173 are owned by 
Chauhans, while eleven are held by ICayasths, five by .Bi'ahmana, 
two by Sheikhs, one each by Saiyids and Khattrii', and ono by 
Government. The villages are divided into 271 naahals, of whioh 
169 are held in taluqdaii, 50 single and 40 in joint zamindari, 
nine in patlidari, and three in bhaiyaohara tenure. The l^aja of 
Oel owns 74 villages and ten luahals ; tho Ilaja of Mahewa 40 
villages and six mahals ; and the Rani of Kaimalira 34 villages 
and five mahals. The Saiyids of Khori, who are dosoondod from 
Saiyid Khurd, an immigrant from Arabia, who held 22 villages in 
jagir and died in 1563, being buiiod at Khoii, now' own but a 
single village, though they have subordinate rights in several others. 
The Kayasths are the descendants of tho old pargana qanungos. 


KUKRA, Pargema Kukea Mah-ani, Talmil Lakhthputb. 

This village, whioh with Mailani gives its name to a pargana, 
lies in latitude 28® 12' north and longiliido 80® 27' oast, at tho 
junction of the roads from Gola to Bhira and from Lakhimpnr to 
Pilibhit, at a distance of eight miles from Gola and ten miles 
south-east of Mailani. Tho railway station lies three miles to the 
south-west of the village, in the middle of tho jungle. Tho 
population of Kukra at the last census was 1 ,395 piunons, more 
than half of whom are Musalmans. Tho village lands, whioh 
border on the forest to the nortli-east and north-w'osf,, <utvor 2.(i29 
acres, and consist for the most j)art of lowlying rioo iiohls, which 
bear good crops in favourable yoars. They are lield in zamijulari 
tenure by some of the Musalman Ahbnn.s and are nHHo.sso<l at 
Bs. 960. There is a small aided sclio(d boro anil a bazar in whioh 
markets are held twice weekly. The post-ofiioo i.H at tho railway 
station. 

Kukra l^as for oentmios holil by tho Musalman Ahlmns, 
During the first half of tho niuofcoentli oontiiry tho owner was AU 
Bakhsh Khan, who built boro a small brick fort. At tin* gate of 
the family burying-gronnd there is a flat tomb, that of AU 
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Bakhsh Khan’s father, who killed his brother in order to gain the 
estate, and who was buried in this place, so that all might show 
their horror for the crime by trampling on his grave. AH Bakhsh 
Khan himself murdered four surveyors who had been sent by the 
chakladar to measure the village lands : his property was confis- 
cated and he himself was outlawed and afterwards murdered. 
The estate was then mortgaged to Baja-^Lone Singh of Mitauli, 
who built a fort here and is said to have buried three elephant- 
loads of gold mohars here after the capture of Mitauli in 1868. 
The town and surrounding villages belong to the Ahban family, 
now represented by Abdul Ghani and Abdur Bahman Khan. 

KUKRA MAILAKI Pargana, Tahsil Lakhimpxjk. 

This is the westernmost pargana of the tahsil, lying to the 
west of the U1 river, which separates it from Bhur, and extend- 
ing to the Kathna, which in the north separates this district from 
Shahjahanpur and in the south forms the boundary of the Atwa 
Piparia pargana of the Muhamdi tahsil. To the south lie the 
parganas of Haidarabad and Paila. The bulk of the pargana 
consists of forests in the shape of large grants held by private 
zamindars and also the reserved forests of the Bhira range. The 
whole of the north of the pargana comes under this description, 
with the exception of a small clearing round Mailani* Forests 
also extend down both flanks, along the Kathna on the west 
and the U1 on the east. A thick belt of forest, too, runs down 
the centre, on the slope separating the highlands on the west 
from the low basin round Kukra, and then takes a turn to the 
south-east, joins the forests on the Ul, thus comj)letely enveloping 
the Kukra tract. The cultivated portion of the pargana, with the 
exception of the small area round Mailani, consists of two blocks. 
One of these is made up of 25 villages round Sansarpur in the 
south, in which the land lies high, the soil being a consistent 
loam similar to that of Haidarabad, though somewhat inferior 
in quality. The other is the lowlying portion round Kukra, a 
very damp tract in which trees will not grow and in wet seasons 
liable to waterlogging. It consists of a series of depressions 
in which the soil is chiefly clay, divided by ridges of higher 
and inferior landt It was actually at one time a Jake, but 
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the water was drawn away into the Baranncha/ one of the 
branches of the Ul. Round Mailani and in the forest grants 
the soil is a mean between that of the two southern circles^ but 
in many places it is very poor and gritty. The whole of the 
pargana is of a most precarious nature, owing to its exposure in 
all parts to the ravages of wild animals, except in the case 
of some of the Sansarpur villages. The land is mostly held by 
wealthy grantees, and consequently only the detached village of 
Khareta to the north of Sansarpur requires especial attention. 

Shortly after the mutiny a large proportion of the forests, 
amounting to 126 square miles, was made over to various persons 
under the waste land rules* but as they all failed to comply with 
the conditions of the grant the land was resumed and transferred 
to the Forest Department. Excluding the reserved portion, the 
area of the pargana in 1904 amounted to 66,796 acres or 104 
square miles, the total area being about 177 square miles. The 
cultivated area has at all times been small and the stahdard of 
husbandry is very low, except in a few of the Sansarpur villages. 
The holdings are everywhere large, and much of the land is in 
the hands of non-resident tenants, as by reason of the general 
unhealthiness of the tract it is very difficult to secure cultivators. 
At the first regular settlement 30 per cent, of the land was under 
the plough; but this was exclusive of the grant villages which were 
afterwax'ds resumed. At the last settlement a considerable decline 
was observed and for the 15 years ending in 1900 the average 
cultivation was only 17,350 acres or 26 per cent. By 1904 the 
pargana had recovered from the period of depression and as much 
as 22,446 acres or over 33 per cent, was under the plough. Of 
the remainder, 40,412 acres were classed as culturable and 3,938 
acres as barren. The former included 376 acres under groves and 
6,657 acres of fallow, the rest being mainly forest land. Of the 
barren area, only 148 acres were classed as actually uncultnrable, 
most of the area coining under this description being occupied by 
sites and roads or covered by water. The khaiif harvest usually 
Oovers a slightly larger area than the rabi, and about 20 per cent, 
bears a crop. The chief staples are rice, sugarcane and the pulses 
in the kharif, and wheat and gram in the rabi. The bulk of the 
rioe cultivation lies in the Kukra tract, while wheat and sugarcane 
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are the main products of the Sansarpur circle^ in which there are 
many Kurmis. There is Tery little irrigation^ as none is needed 
except in the higher villages, where unprotected wells can be 
made without diiBGiculty. 

The chief cultivating castes are Kurmis, Ahirs, Pasis, Brah- 
mans and Musalmans. The bulk of the land is held on grain 
rents and money payments are only taken in the case of the better 
soils. The average cash rate at the last settlement was Rs. 3*7 
per acre, and practically no difference was observed in the case of 
various castes, the rate for Brahmans being equivalent to the general 
average and that for Kurmis slightly higher. The revenue, 
demand at the summaiy settlement was Ks. 8,713 and at the 
regular assessment this was raised to Rs. 9,432. The present 
final demand represents a large enhancement, as the total stands 
at Es. 23,487, or 123 per cent, more than the old revenue, the 
result of the recent development of this tract. 

The population of the pargana at the census of 1881 was 
14,641, rising to 21,747 at the following census. At the last 
enumeration of 1901 the pai’gana contained 23,037 inhabitants, of 
whom 20,029 were Hindus, 2,977 Musalmans and 31 Christians 
and others. The only places of any size or importance are Kukra, 
Sansarpur and Mailani. Mean»s of communication are fair, as the 
pargana is traversed by the railway, on which there are stations at 
Kukra and Mailani ; from the latter place a branch line leads 
to Bhira and Sonaripur, and a steam tramway runs south-west 
to Pawayan. Through Kukra and Mailani I'uns the road from 
Lakhimpur to Pilibhit ] this is crossed by a similar road from 
Gola to Bhira and Paila, while the southern portion of the pargana 
is traversed by the road from Gola to Khutar. All these I'oads 
are very difficult during the rains, when the railway provides 
practically the sole means of communication with the outer world. 

In former days the pargana was included in Bhurwara and 
was held by the Ahbans. The jangles of this tract have been for 
centuries the refuge of dacoits and rebels from Oudh and Rohil- 
.khand, and both the Ahbans and the Katehriy a chieftains of 
Khutar, when pressed by Government authorities, used to retire 
to the impenetrable forests and thence harry their neighbours.* 
SuqSi aclion on the partef the Katehriyas resuKed in the forfeiture 
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of their estates in 1840. The Ahbans lost their property at annex- 
ation, but in many cases they subsequently recovered their villages 
after long and costly litigation. In one instance they attempted 
other means. The village of Roshannagar in the extreme south 
had been purchased by a Musalman who was admitted as pro- 
prietor in 1856; the Ahbans on the outbreak of the mutiny rose and 
killed the new owner and his followers, thereby destroying any 
rights they might subsequently have proved. A large portion of 
the pargana had been acquired by Kaja Lone Singh of Mitauli, 
who obtained the lease of the estate held by Ali Bakhsh Khan, 
whose property had been seized on account of the murder of four 
government officials who had been sent to measure the lands of 
Kukra. This estate was confiscated with the rest of the Mitauli 
taluqa and was afterwards distributed among several grantees. 
The pargana now contains 61 villages, divided into 66 mahals; of 
the latter 15 are held by taluqdars, two by Government, 34 in 
single and four in joint zamindari, and the remaining one in 
pattidari tenurei, There is no resident taluqdar; the Kani of 
Mahewa owns ten villages and one mahal, assessed at Us. 6,636 ; 
the Baja of Oel two villages, Mailani and another; the Saiyid 
Bani of Shahpur has the single village of Narsinghpur; and Mr. 
L. D. Hearsey of Mamri one mahd. Ten other villages belong to 
Europeans, four being held by Messi’s. Carew & Co. of Bosa. The 
largest zamindars are the Musalman Ahbans of Kukra, who own 13 
villages. Sikhs, Brahmans, Goshains and others have small 
holdings, in no case of any importance. 

LAKHIMPUB, Pargana Kheri, TahsU Lakhimpur. 

The town of Lakhimpur, which contains the district headquar- 
ters, stands in latitude 27^ 67' north and longitude 80® 47' east, 
in a picturesque situation on the high south bank of the U1 river. 
On the south-west of the town is the station on the Lucknow, Sita- 
pur and Bareflly State Bailway, 28 miles by rail from Sitapur 
and 60 miles from Pilibhit. To the east and south-east is the civil 
station, which was laid out in I860, and contains the bungalows 
of the European officials and residents, the court-houses, church 
and gardens. The town itself is compactly built and lies between 
the civil lines and the road to Nighasan. It contains four 

14k. 
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bMiars, the first of which was built in 1860 by Major Thurburn, 
then Deputy Commissioner, and called after his name, the money 
being raised by public subscription. The other bazars are also 
called after district officers, having been erected during the 
administration of Colonels Murray, Cowie, and Harrison. Daily 
markets are held, but those on Sunday and Thursday in each 
week are the most important. A large export trade is carried on 
in sugar and grain, and the sales in European and native fabrics 
are estimated to amount to over a lakh of rupees annually. The 
town has grown rapidly since its selection as the district head- 
quarters. In 1869 it had a population of only 1,654 persons j in 
1881 the total had risen to 7,526, and ten years later to 8,023. 
At the last census there were 10,110 inhabitants, excluding 1,154 
who resided within the town lands, but outside municipal limits. 
Hindus numbered 6,932, Musalmans 3,013, Christians 99, 
while the remaining 66 were composed of Aryas, Jains and 
Sikhs. 

The public buildings of Lakhimpur comprise the district 
courts and offices, the jail, tahsil, police-station, post-office, dis- 
pensary, the high school, and masonry sarai constructed by the 
orders of Government in 1860. The other schools include the 
Dharam Sabha, an anglo-vernacular institution, and two primary 
schools for boys and girls aided by the municipality. There is a 
well-known temple of Sankata Debi, in whose honour a large 
assemblage takes place annually in Asarh, at which considerable 
trade is carried on. The place stands high and is generally very 
healthy, epidemic diseases being uncommon. 

Besides the railway, there are numerous means of communi- 
cation with the outside world, but the roads are only metalled 
within the limits of the town and for a short distance in its 
neighbourhood. Roads run from Lakhimpur to Nighasan on the 
north, with branches to Ehairigarh and Dhaurahra; to MaUani 
and PiHbhit on the north-west j to Muhamdi on the west, the 
main road going parallel with the railway to Gola, and the 
shorter but inferior route running direct through Kmmahra; 
to Mitaodi and Aurangabad on the south-west; to Oel and 
Sitapuron the south; and to Bahramghat and Bahraich on the 
south-east. 



Lakhimptir TahsU . , 


209 


Lakhimpur has been administered as a municipaKty since 
1868. The income, -which was formerly derived from octroi, has 
been for many years obtained from a house-tax, supplemented by 
rents, bazar dues and other sources. The municipality is in a 
flourishing condition with a large balance. Details of income and 
expenditure since 1891 will be found in the appendix.* 

LAKHIMPUR Tahail. 

This tahsil is the central subdivision of the district, lying to 
the south and west of the Chauka river which separates it from 
Nighasan. To the west is the Shahjahanpur district and the 
Muhamdi tahsil, and to the south lies Sitapur. The tahsil is 
made up of the parganas of Kheri, Paila and Kukra Mailani to the 
south of the Ul, and of Bhur and Srinagar between that river and 
the Chauka. All of these have been separately described in 
detail with an account of their physical characteristics, agricul- 
ture, revenue and landed proprietors. The area of the tahsil in 
1904 was 689,333 acres or somewhat over 920 square miles. 
This, however, excludes the large expanse of reserved forest in 
Kukra Mailani and the north-west of Bhur, which is known as 
the Bhira range and covers 49,924 acres or 148 square miles, 
so that the total area of the tahsil is about 1,069 square miles, 
being after Nighasan about the largest in Oudh. 

The remaining portion is of very varying quality. All 
Kukra Mailani, except a small portion in the south-west, the 
greater part of Bhur, and Srinagar lie low and are subject to the 
influence of the Chauka and its many tributaries. The southern 
parts of Bhur and Srinagar are higher and contain much stable 
cultivation. South of the Ul is the best land of the district, 
especially in pargana Kheri ; the soil is a level loam of good 
quality, tilled by a good stamp of cultivators. In places there are 
some marked depressions, notably in the north of Paila and the 
centre of Kheri, but the precarious areas in these parganas are 
very small. 

The forest tract is administered under departmental agency, 
while the rest forms a revenue and criminal sub-division in the 
charge of a full-powered officer on the district staff. The 
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residence of the tahsildar is at Lakhimpur. The honorary magis- 
trates at the present time are Rajendra Bahadur Singh, who has 
third-class powers within the limits of the Lakhimpiir munici- 
pality and pohoe-oircle, and Muhammad Khalil-uUah Khan in the 
Bhira and Gola thanas. For civil purposes the tahsil is under 
the jurisdiction of the subordinate judge, and Muhammad Khalil- 
uUah Khan is also an honorary munsif for pargana Bhur. For 
the purposes of police administration there are stations at 
Bakhimpur, Nimgaon, Phulbihar and Bhira, while the whole of 
Kukra Mailani and portions of Bhur and Paila are included 
in the Gola circle. A ievr villages of Paila also belong to 
Mitauli in the Mnhamdi tahsil. 

Brides the headquarters town of Lakhimpur and the small 
town of Kheri, there are but few places of any size or importance 
in the tahsil. The pargana capitals and the police-stations, as 
well as some of the larger villages such as Oel, Baragaon, Ali- 
ganj, Kaimahra and a few others, have been separately men- 
tioned, but they are merely agricultural places of little interest. 
Th« lists of schools, markets, fairs and post-offices wiU be found 
in the appendix. 

Means of communication are generally good in the parganas 
south of the Ul, but elsewhere are of a very inferior description 
except during the dry portion of the year. The Lucfcnow- 
^tapur and Bareilly State Railway traverses Kheri, PaUa and 
Kukra and has stations at Oel, Kheri, Lakhimpur, Phardahan, 
Gola, Kukra and Mailani. From the last a branch line takes 
off to the north-east leading to Bhira, Palia and Sonaripur, while 
#o«th-west runs the steam tramway to Pawayan in Shahjahan- 
pur. With the exception of a few miles in the neighbourhood 
of headquarters none of the roads are metalled. The most 
important are those leading from Lakhimpur to Bahraich, Sita- 
por, Aurangabad, Muhamdi, Gola, Pilibhit, Khairigarh, Nigha- 
san and Dhaurahra. The various cross roads and branches are 
shown in the map and have been mentioned in the several par- 
gana articles. The Ul and Chauka are crossed by a number of 
ferries, mainly under the control of the district board, and a 
list of these, both public and private, . will be found in the 
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The tahsil has undergone considerable alterations since 
annexation. Up to 1869 the Lakhimpur or Huzur tahsil com- 
prised the parganas of Kheri, Srinagar, Khairigarh, Dhaurahra, 
IFirozabad and PaHa. In that year a reconstitution of the whole 
district took place. The two parganas of Bhur and Aliganj were 
made into one, J&aranpur was added to Paila, and Basara to 
Kheri. The Gola tahsil was abolished and that of Nighasan 
constituted for the first time. The population of the present 
tahsil at the first Oudh census of 1869 was 329,834 but this 
includes the figures for Nighasan, which at that time had not 
been separated from Bhur. In 1881 the total number of inhab- 
itants was 330,707, and this rose at the following census to 365,622. 
During the ensuing ten years the increase was extremely small, 
as in 1901 the total j^pulation was 366,026, of whom 193,609 
were males, showing an actual decrease of 636, and 172,417 
females, or 940 more than at the previous enumeration. Classi- 
fied according to religions, there were 312,409 Hindus, 63,289 
Musalmans, 212 Christians, 89 Aryas, 18 Sikhs and nine 
Jains. Of the various Hindu castes Kurmis occupy the foremost 
place numerically, being 49,734 peraons in all, while next to them 
come Chamars with 48,749, and Pasis with 36,664. Other castes 
with over 20,000 representatives were Brahmans and Ahirs, while 
those with more than 10,000 were Muraos, Kahara, Lodhs and 
Bajputs. The last numbered 11,174 souls; they are drawn from 
a great variety of clans, the most numerous being Chauhans, 
Bathers, Bais, Bhadaurias, Sombansis and Tomars. Other strong 
castes are Gadariyas, Telis, Dhobis, Koris, Lunias, Banias, 
Bharbhunjas and Nais. Of the Musalmans the Julahas are far 
the most numerous, having 12,533 r-epresentatives. After them 
come converted Bajputs, mainly of the Chauhan, Janwar and 
Katehriya clans, Pathans, Behnas, Sheikhs, Nais, Darzis and 
Gaddis. 

The tahsil is almost wholly agricultural in character, and 
according to the census returns nearly 72 per cent, were directly 
dependent on the land, although this is a somewhat lower propor- 
tion than in the other sub-divisions of the district. A considerable 
percentage of the remaining population is, however, either indir- 
ectly connected with agriculture or resort to cultivation as a 
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snbsidiarj means of support. The chief industries are, as usual, the 
supply of articles of food and drink, while next come the manu- 
facture and sale of cotton fabrics, which is somewhat extensively 
practised in the villages of the Kheri pargana. There are also 
large numbers of cattle-breeders and grariers and of workers in 
wood and other forest produce. Further, owing to the presence 
of the district headquarters, the commercial and professional 
populations are much better represented than in the other parts of 
the district. 


LODHAURI, Pargana and Tahail Nigh as an. 

A village on the road from Nighasan to Palia, in latitude 
28° 16' north and longitude 80° 60' east, some two miles west of 
Nighasan. It is the largest village in |jie pargana, having an 
area of 10,253 acres and stretching from the river Sarju on the 
north-east to the Ghaghi nala which bounds it on the west. 
Beyond the Palia road there is a high-lying tract with good maize 
cultivation, but to the south of this the land lies low, being cut up 
by numerous nalas and covered with stretches of uncultivated 
jungle. The revenue is B,s. 4,800 and is paid by Raj 
Raghubar Singh, one of the Jangres, the place being formerly 
one of the headquarters of the Bhur taluqa. Lodhauri contained 
at the last census a population of 3,711 persons, the bulk of whom 
are Muraos. There is a small aided school here, but nothing else 
of any importance. 

MAGDAPURj Pargana Magdapub, TahsiL Mohamdi. 

The capital of the pargana is a small village lying in latitude 
27° 54' north and longitude 80° 20^ east, on the unmetalled road 
from Aurangabad to Padaria on the road from Lakhimpur to 
Shahjahanpur. It was probably selected as the capital on account 
of its central situation, for it has no other claim to importance. 
Tradition states that it was founded by one Tula, a Gadariya, some 
800 years ago on the mins of an ancient village of Magdapur. 
Here was a sm^ fort here in Nawabi days, but all that remains 
are a mound and grove which are naznl property. Three miles 
to the west flows the river Gumti, and to the east are the jungles 
n2(mg tile Rathna. The population at the last census numbered 



Magdapur Pa/rgcma. 


708 souls, mainly AHrs and other agriculturists, with a few 
Banias. There is a small school here and a bazar in which 
markets are held twice a week. The village lands cover 840 
acres and consist for the most pai't of inferior ^hiir soil, although 
better than that of the villages along the Gumti to the west; to the 
east it improves, being a fair loam with good cultivation. The 
revenue is Rs. 550. The place is held in taluqdari tenure by the 
Saiyid family of Shahpur and gives its name to an estate of 24 
villages. 


MAGDAPUR Pargana, TaJisil Muhamdi. 

This is the smallest pargana in tlie district, having a total 
area of only 34,537 acres or 54 square miles. It forms the 
central portion of the parehar or the tract between the Gumti 
and Kathna rivers, being bounded on the north by Atwa Piparia 
and on the south by Aurangabad. ,To the woht are IMtihuiudi 
and Pasgawan and to the east Haidarabad. It is a poor tract 
with much jungle, inferior soil, a sparse population and very 
slender means of irrigation. In the west along the Gumti there 
is a narrow strip of precarious tarai; and this is sucooodo<l by 
a high belt of sandy hhur, some two miles and a half in brcailth. 
There is a slight depression in the centre, and further cast is a 
strip of siil forest, some two or three miles wide, beyond which is 
alow tract of swampy ground along the Kathna. In the best 
part of the pargana the soil is a light and dry loam of sinall 
capability. The whole of the tract is unhealthy and all save a 
small portion is precarious. Most of the Villages, however, 
belong to taluqdars and save in a few instances require no sjusnal 
attention. The worst are Baghun and Bastauli in the hhw 
tract, and Ghaffarnagar, Kamalpur, Kumblii and Muiida MuiUi 
in the centre. 

Cultivation is naturally poor. The chief crops nro bajra, 
moth and urd in th^ kharif, and barley in the rabi. Lows 
sugarcane is grown here than in any other part of the tahsil, jiud 
rice and wheat exhibit a correspondingly low proportion. Irri- 
gation is rarely obtainable, almost the only source of supply 
being a few earthen wells, and these arc both difficult to con- 
struct and impossible to maintain. At the first regular scttlomoat 
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18 054 acres or 52 per cent, of the whole was onltivated j but a 
great decline set in later, as owing to the famine of 1897 and 
other causes large numbers of cultivatoi'S migrated, and the 
average area under the plough for the twelve years preceding the 
last settlement was only 17,910 acres or 51*8 per cent. Since that 
time there has been some improvement, for in 1904 the cultiv- 
ated area was 21,094 acres or 61 per cent. The double-cropped 
area is very snxall, amounting to only 694 acres, while no more 
than 1,158 acres were irrigated. The cultmable area, 11,905 acres 
in all, comprises 425 acres under groves, a considerable propor- 
tion of fallow and much jungle land which has never been 
reclaimed. Only 1,590 acres were returned as barren, 87 acres 
being actually unfit for cultivation, and the rest either under 
water or occupied by roads and buildings. From these figures 
it is clear that much of the so-called culturable area is of a very 
poor description. 

Rents are mainly p£ud in kind and the cash rates are very 
low, being generally the same as in Atwa Piparia. There are 
many Ahirs in the pargana, who devote themselves more to 
cattle-breeding than to agriculture, and a fine stamp of bullock 
is reared in the pastures along the Kathna. The revenue demand 
at the summary settlement was Rs. 5,064. This was raised at the 
regular assessment to Rs. 15,544; but this proved too high and 
reductions were subsequently made from time to time, the 
ultimate demand being only Rs. 10,984. At the last settlement 
the final revenue was sanctioned at Rs, 11,860, representing an 
enhancement of eight per cent, on the former demand. 

The population of the pargana at the first Oudh census of 
1869 was 9,949. This rose to 11,941 in 1881, but since that date 
aacceasive enumerations have shown a constant decline. In 1891 
there were 11,602, and at the last census 10,720 inhabitants, 
giving an average density of only 198 to the square mile. 
Musalmans are somewhat more numerous than usual, amounting 
to 2,130 souls#. The only place of any size is the Patha;a settle- 
ment of Amimagar. Magdapur is an insignificant village, and 
^re are no markets of any importance. Communications are 
iair* The pargana is traversed by the direct road from Lakhim- 

to Muhamdi, whidhi is crossed near Amirnagar by the road 
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from Aurangabad to Gola, joining tbe main road from Lakhim- 
pur and Gola to Miihamdi on the northern border. 

Magdapur was originally part of the groat pargana of 
Barwar Anjana. In early days it was lield by tho Baohbilfl, 
who gave place to the Saiyids of Barwar, and then to Ibad-ullah 
Khan of Muhamdi. In 1786 Mansa Earn, tho chakladar, 
restored the old zamindars, who hold their villages for nearly 
seventy years. In 1851, however, Eaja Ashraf AH accepted a 
farming lease of most of the villages, and thus by a great piece of 
fortune managed to get himself recognised as proprietor by the 
British Government. After tho mutiny the jungle along tho 
Kathna was granted to several private individuals ; but their capital 
proved inadequate to cope with the difficulties presented by malaria 
and scarcity of labour ; the grants were consequently restxmed 
and either sold or maintained as forest. There are now 36 vil- 
lages in the pargana, divided into 39 mahals, and all of the 
latter, save six in the possession of small coparcenary communities, 
are owned by taluqdars. The Rani of Shah pur holds tho Mag- 
da ]>ur estate of 26 villages and one mahal ; Mr. Hearsey of 
Mamri owns two villages and two mahals ; two villages belong 
to the Raja of Mahmudabad, and the Harinagar grant to tho 
Kurmi taluqdar of Paila. Of the rest, three villages are owned 
by Brahmans, and two by the old Bachhil pi-oprietors. 

MAIKATiGANJ, Pargana AtrEAKG-ABAD, TahsU Muhamdi. 

A small and decayed village in the soxith of the pargana, 
lying in latitude 27° 43' noi'th and longitude 80° 21' oast, some 
five miles south of Aurangabad, on tho metalled road from Sitapur 
to Shahjahanpur, at a distance of 24 miles from the former’. To 
the east of the village is a large tank and to tho west is an extens- 
ive encamping-ground on both sides of the road. Hard by is 
a mud-built sarai now in niins, built in 1862 by Ghulam Ali 
Khan, darogha. Tho bazar, which is now of little importance and 
contains only a few shops, was built by Hakim Maluli Ali Khan, 
while nazim of Khairabad and Muhamdi from 1799 to 1820. 
There are four sugar factories hero, tho export of which is said to 
amount to the value of Rs. 60,000 annually. The population in 
1901 numbered 978 persons, of whom 100 wore Musalmans, 
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The area of the village is 516 acres and is divided into four 
mahals of equal size held in joint zamindaii tenure by Khattiis, 
Ahirs and Baqqals; it is assessed to a revenue of Bs. 460. To the 
east of the road and to the west of the village the soil is light and 
sandy j but the rest is a fair quality, although the dofaali area is 
very small. 

MAILANI, Pa/rgana Kukea Mailani, TahsU Lakhimpub. 

This village, which shares with Kukra the honour of giving 
its name to the pargana, stands on the edge of the forest, in 
latitude 28“ 17' north and longitude 80“ 21' east, close to the 
Shahjahanpur border and 38 miles by rail from Lakhimpur. 
Through it passes the road from the latter place to Pilibhit. The 
railway crosses the road to the south-east of the village and close 
by is the station, which is a local railway centre of some little 
importance. Prom it branches off to the north-east the line to 
Dudhwa and Sonaripur, while south-west runs the steam tram- 
way to Pawayan and Shahjahanpur. The place is a great timber 
market, logs, sleepers and charcoal being exported in large quanti- 
ties during the dry season. The village itself is a small ono, 
having at the last census a population of 894 persons, including 
215 Musalmans and a considerable proportion of Pasis. There 
is a bazar, in which markets are held twice a week, a post-office 
and an aided primary school. The village lands are 2,090 acres 
in extent; but about two-thirds consist of forest and cultivation 
is poor. The revenue is Es. 700, and the proprietor is the Baja 
of Oel in Kheri. 


MAJHGAIN, Pargana and TahsU Nighasast. 

This large village is situated in the north-western portion 
of the pargana, in latitude 28“ 21' north and longitude 80“ 42' 
east, on the road from Nighasan to Paila, some thirteen miles 
north-west of the tahsil headquarters. It consists of a main site 
on the road and several detached hamlets, with an aggregate 
population at the last census of 2,430 persons, one-fourth of whom 
are Musalmans. Ahirs are the chief cultivating caste. The 
southern portion of the village is out up by channels of the Ohauka, 
and li« between theTikaria andGahra nalas, while to the south- 
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OT^est is a stretch of grass and tree jungle. The whole area is 
7,003 acres | but much of this is xmcultivated, and the total revenue 
of the village is Es. 2,100. It is owned by Eaj Eaghubar Singh 
of the Jangre house of Bhxur. There is a primary school here, 
a bazar in which markets are held twice a week, and a cattle- 
pound. 

MATEEA, Pargana Dhatteahba., Tahail NiOHASAiir. 

A very large village lying in latitude 28® 6' north and 
longitude 81® 10' east, on the bank of the Kauriala, which is here 
crossed by an important public ferry leading to the Dharmanpur 
pargana of Bahraich. Matera is connected by unmetalled roads 
with Nighasan, a distance of 21 miles, and with Sisaiya in 
Pirozabad on the south. The main site stands on the high bank 
of the river, below which is a large area of tarai intersected by 
channels of the Kauriala, The interior of the village is cut up by 
several streams and watercourses, and contains large stretches of 
uncultivated waste. To the north is jungle and to the north-west 
is an extensive 'bhaghar or lake formed in an old bed of the river. 
The total area is 10,819 acres, but of this only a small portion is 
assessed to revenue, the demand being Es. 2,900. It is owned 
by the Eaja-i-Eajgan of Kapurthala, on whom it was bestowed 
after its confiscation from the Eaja of Dhaurahra. The population 
in 1891 numbered 2,775 souls, and at the last census had risen to 
3,169. Ahirs, Musalmans and other cultivating castes form the 
bulk of the inhabitants. The total includes the population of the 
numerous hamlets, the chief of which is Ambargarh to the south, 
where are the ruins of the old Jangre fort. To the west of the 
main site is a bungalow belonging to the Kapurthala estate. 
There is a small school at Matera, and a bazar in which markets 
are held twice a week. 


MITAtJLI, Pargana Kasta, TahsU Muhamdi. 

This large village, famous in local annals as the headquarters 
of one of the main branches of the Ahbans and especially, of the 
notorious Eaja Lone Singh, stands in latitude 27® 49' north and 
longitude 80® 28' east, on the road from Lakhimpur to Aurang- 
abad, at a distance of about 20 miles south-west of the former, 
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five miles from Kasta, and two miles east of the Kathna river. 
According to the returns of the last census, the population was 3,089, 
including 383 Musalmans and a large number of Brahmans. 
Mitauli contains a police-station, post-ofihce, cattle-pound, school, 
and a bazar of some local importance, in which markets are held 
twice weekly. The thana stands within the large ruined fort of 
Lone Singh, adjoining the village on the south ; this was the 
place where the fugitives from Sitapur sought refuge in 1867, 
although they were afterwards confined by the Raja elsewhere; 
it was a very strong fort, with a double wall, but was abandoned 
without opposition on the approach of the English troops. The 
village lands are very extensive, covering no less than 5,011 
acres. Round the site are large groves of mango trees, while on 
the east, north and west are stretches of jungle; the soil is a 
good loam in the centre, but to the extreme west it is very sandy. 
The proprietary right was conferred on Captain Orr after the 
mutiny, but was afterwards sold to the Raja of Mahmudabad, the 
present owner. The revenue is Rs. 3,160. The history of the 
Ahbans and Raja Lone Singh has already been given in Chapter 
V. 


MUHAMDI, Pargana and Tahail Muhamdi. 

The headquarters of the tahsil are located in a small town on 
the road from Lakhimpur to Shahjahanpur, situated in latitude 
27® 67' north and 80® 12' east, at a distance of some 36 miles 
west of Lakhimpur and 20 miles from Shahjahanpur. The river 
Gumti flows three miles to the east. Prom the eastern outskirts 
of the town branch roads run north-west to Pawayan and south- 
east to Aurangabad. The town, which is surrounded by large 
mango groves, bears a squalid appearance, as owing to a local 
superstition there were till recently no brick houses, all the 
dwellings being poor mud-built structures. The population of 
Muhamdi at the first Oudh census of 1869 numbered 6,861 souls, 
but since that time there has been a marked decline.. In 1881 the 
total fell to 6j635, and though it rose again in 1891 to 6,932, the 
last census showed only 6,278 inhabitants, of whom 3,412 were 
Hindus, 2,824 Musalmans, 25 Christians, while the remaining 17 
were Aryas or Sikhs. 
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At annexation Muhamdi was made the headquarters of a 
district, but in 1859 the new station at Lakhimpnr was built and 
the place fell in importance. It now contains a tahsil, which was 
formerly located in an imambara, but now has its own building, 
a police-station, post-office, registration office, dispensary, cattle- 
pound, a middle vernacular school, and two girls^ schools. The 
tahsU and police-station are in the same building on the oiitskii-ts 
of the town • the old civil court-house, which is no longer required, 
afford-j accommodation to the tab aldar and naib-tahsildar. There 
are five muhallas in the place, known as Sarayan, Lakhpera, 
Bazar Khurd, Ganj and Sitlapur Devi Asthan. 

The history of Muhamdi is intimately connected with that 
of the Barwar Saiyids and their successors, and has been already 
narrated in the history of the district* The old brick fort with 
its two oblong courtyards, now in a state of decay, was built in 
the early years of the reign of Aurangzeb by Saiyid Muqtadi, the 
great-grandson of Sadr Jahan of Pihani. The town appears to 
date from the same period. It was improved and enlarged by 
Ali Akbar Khan, the ancestor of the present taluqdar of Shahpur. 
This man built the outer works of the fort and the imambara, in 
the days of Saadat Khan, the first ruler of Oudh. Prom 1784 to 
the present day the town and its lands have been the property of 
Government, having been under direct management and declared 
as such by a judicial decree in 1868. In 1879 they were made 
over to the municipal committee. Muhamdi was the residence of 
Hakim Mahdi Ali Khan from 1799 to 1820, while Nazim of 
Muhamdi and Khairabad. He made a garden to the west of the 
town, known as Mahdi Bagh, and built a sarai, mosque, and the 
bazar called Saadatganj after Nawab Saadat Ali Khan. The 
latter was very fond of the place and used frequently to reside 
here. He laid out another garden to the east of the town, at a 
distance of about a mile from the main site, and planted an avenue 
of trees along the road. His house is now in ruins and the 
garden has been much neglected. In it is a new inspection 
bungalow. To the west of the town is a tank surrounded by 
flights of steps in brick, built in 1863 by public subscription. 

Muhamdi is now of little importance. The market is held 
twice a week and a considerable amount of trade is carried on, 
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chiefly in sugar, of which there are six refineries here. The town 
was constituted a municipality in 1879, but on the 1st of April, 
1904, it was reduced to the status of a notified area under Act I 
of 1900. Its affairs are now managed by a small committee under 
the presidency of the tahsildar. The details of municipal income 
and expenditure since 1891 will be found in the appendix. * 


MUHAMDI Pargana, Tahsil Muhamm. 

This pargana lies in the western portion of the tahsil, marching 
with the Shahjahanpur district on the north and west, and with 
pargana Pasgawan on the south-west and south. To the east the 
boundary is formed by the Gumti, which separates tlie pai’gana 
from Atwa Piparia and Magdapur. It is larger in extent than 
most of the parganas of this tahsil, having a total area of 73,208 
acres or 114 square miles. The tract presents somewhat diverse 
physical characteristics in different parts. Along the Gumti 
there is a narrow belt of uncultivated tarai; this gives place to a 
strip of uneven land, covered in places with dense jungle ; and 
fiuther inland for the distance of about a mile is a belt of high 
light soil with deficient means of irrigation and very little better 
than mere hhur. The level descends towards the north-west, where 
the land is very swampy, with patches of dhah jungle and coarse 
grass. South of Muhangidi the soil improves, being a high-lying 
loam which grows stiff er towards the Shahjahanpur border, but 
is of a good quality throughout, except in the neighbourhood of 
the streams. These are the Ohuha, which carries off the drainage 
of the central portion, and the Andchuha, which flows along the 
Pasgawan boundary : both have well-defined beds, and eventually 
fall into the Gumti. Most of the villages have some precarious 
areas, but the worst are those in the north-west and east: the 
former by reason of their liability to flooding, and the latter on 
account of the large proportion of Vhur soil. In all 34 villages are 
thus classified, but several of them belong to the Shahpur estate 
and require no special attention. 

The cultivation is generally poor, the management is as a 
rule bad and the tenants are inferior. The holdings are large and 
the plough duty very high. At the first regular settlement 54 


* Appendiqc, Table XVI. 




Mutamdi Pargana, 


221 


per cent, of the land was under cultivation, but since that time 
there has been a considerable improvement* From 1884 to 1895 
the average area cultivated was 44,046 acres or 60 per cent. ; the 
pargana deteriorated in the famine, but has now fully recovered, 
as in 1904 no less than 48,784 acres or over 66 per cent, were 
under the plough, and 7,610 acres bore a double crop. Of the 
remaining area, 19,318 acres were classed as culturable, and 
6,106 acres as barren, the former included 2,832 acres of grove 
land and a large amount of lihur and jungle which has never 
been cultivated and would probably not repay tillage ; and the 
latter, with the exception of but 190 acres, was either under water 
or occupied by sites and roads. Means of irrigation are fairly 
plentiful, both in the shape of tanks- and the numerous unpro- 
tected wells which can be made in most places. The smaller 
streams are also utilised to some extent. The rabi is as a rule the 
more important harvest in that it covers a larger area. The 
chief staples. are wheat and gram, while in the kharif rice takes 
the lead, followed by sugarcane, arhar and bajra. 

Eonts are mainly paid in cash, grain rates being only 
resorted to in the case of precarious lands. At the last settle- 
ment the average cash rate was Es. 3*59 per acre, a very low 
figure; for high caste tenants, who are numerous, it was only 
Es. 3T2, and for others Es. 3‘83. Ahirs, Chamars, Brahmans, 
Pasis and Eajputs are the chief cultivating castes, but there are 
fair numbers of Kurmis and Muraos, the latter paying Es. 6*02, 
or less than in any other part of the tahsil. There is a large 
amount of proprietary cultivation by members of the many 
pattidari communities, who are generally in poor circumstances. 
The revenue of the pargana at the summary settlement was 
Es. 37,362, and at the regular assessment this was raised, after 
several alterations, to Es. 65,237. The present final demand 
represents a very moderate enhancement of 12 per cent., the 
total being Es. 63,645, of which Es. 62,216 is actually realiz- 
able, the difference being the nominal assessment of the 277 
acres of revenue-free lands and of fee simple grants imposed for 
the purpose of calculating cesses. 

The population of the pargana at the first Oudh census of 
1869 was 49,016 persons, and since that time there have been 
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some remarkable fluctuations. In 1881 the total was 56,333, and 
ten years later 66,889. At the last census, however, the number 
of inhabitants had fallen to only 46,273, giving an average 
density of 406 to the square mile. The decrease was chiefly due to 
the migration which followed on the famine of 1896. Musal- 
mans numbered 4,549, or less than ten per cent. Muhamdi itself 
is the only place of any size in the pai'gana, and but one village, 
Dilawarpur, has over 1,000 inhabitants. Means of communica- 
tion are good. Through Muhamdi passes the main road from 
Lakhimpur to Shah jahanpur, metalled in places, while a cross 
road runs through the town from Pawayan in Shahjahanpur to 
Aurangabad on the south. Two miles west of Muhamdi, at 
Shankarpur, a branch road runs south to Pasgawan and the 
Sitapur main road. 

Like most of the rest of the tahsil, this pargana formed 
part of the great mahal of Barwar Anjana. It was held 
by the Pihani Saiyids till about 1743, when they were 
ousted by Eaja Ibad-ullah Khan, a Sombansi convert, 
whose descendants held a vast estate till 1793, when it 
was broken up, and the settlements were made with the 
various village communities. Shortly before annexation 
Ashraf Ali Khan, a descendant of *Ibad-ullah, obtained a 
number of villages on lease, and these were afterwards 
incorporated in .the Bahadurnagar taluqa. There are now 
altogether 136 villages in the pargana, divided into 249 mahals. 
Of the latter, two are the property of Government, 29 are held 
by taluqdars, 76 in single and 114 in joint zamindari, 27 in 
pattidari, and one in bhaiyachara tenure. The Rani of Shah- 
pur, the present name of Bahadurnagar, owns 21 villages and two 
mahals; three villages and two mahals belong to the Raja of 
Partabgarh; and one village to Mahant Har Charan Das of 
Maswasi in Unao. Saiyids hold altogether 40 villages, the 
remnants of the Muhamdi estate; besides the Shahpur estate, 
they have that of Magrahna, at present held by Mir Abd-us- 
Samad Khan and comprising six villages and one mahal. Brah- 
mans own as many as 28 villages; Banias, Gaurs, Sombansis and 
Pathans six each; Sheikhs five; Kayasths and Kurmis four each, 
and Khattris three. 



Mifli'amdi Tahsil. 


228 


MUHAMDI Tahsil. 

This tahsil is the south-western subdivision of the district 
and is made up of the seven parganas of Muhamdi, Pasgawan, 
Aurangabad, Magdapur, Atwa Piparia, Haidarabad and Kasta, 
all of which have been separately described mth reference to 
their physical characteristics, agriculture, revenue and landed 
proprietors. The total area of the tahsil in 1903 was 416,489 
acres or nearly 651 square miles. 

Briefly considered, this tahsil stands higher than the rest of 
the district and consists of a fairly level tract traversed by the 
Sukheta, Gumii and Kathna rivers and their affluents, running 
generally from north to south. Along the banks of these streams 
the soil is usually high and sandy, and devoid of means of irriga- 
tion. The intervening spaces consist of strips of loam of varying 
quality, with a few small depressions. Much of the land is still 
uncultivated owing to the presence of jungle, which is specially 
prevalent along the Kathna and between that river and the 
Gumti in Magdapur and Atwa Piparia. 

The tahsil forms a subdivision of the district in the charge 
of a full-powered deputy magistrate. The tahsildar resides at 
Muhamdi, and in addition there are two honorary magistrates, 
Muhammad Khalil-ullah Khan in the Gola police circle and 
Munshi Tasadduq Husain in thana Mitauli. For police purposes 
there are stations at Muhamdi, Pasgawan, Mitauli and Gola. 
The jurisdiction of the first extends over the whole of the 
Muhamdi, Atwa Piparia and Magdapur parganas; that of the 
Pasgawan circle is conterminous with the pargana of that name ; 
that of Mitauli includes Kasta, Aurangabad and a small portion 
of Haidarabad, the remainder being in the Gola circle. 

Means of communication are better on the whole in this 
tahsil than in the other subdivisions. The railway only touches 
the extreme north-eastern corner running past Gola, where there 
is a station, but there is a large number of good roads. The pro- 
vincial road from Sitapur to Shahjahanpur runs through the south 
of Aurangabad and the south-west of Pasgawan, crossing the 
Gumti and Sukheta rivers by bridges. That on the former is 
near Chaparthala, whence a road runs north-east to Aurangabad, 
Kasta and Lakhimpur. Through Muhamdi runs the main road 

15k 
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from Shahjahanpur to Gola and Lakhimpur, a considerable pro- 
portion of which is metalled. The parts so treated are those 
between Gola and Mamri and the sandy portions near the Kathna, 
Gniiiti and Snkheta rivers. Another road goes from Mnhamdi 
direct to Lakhimpur, but is throughout unmetalled. The cross 
roads are those from Muhamdi to Pasgawan, fi-om Pawayan to 
Muhamdi and Aurangabad, from the latter place to Magdapur 
and the Gola road, and from Mamri to Kasta and Sitapur. 
Prom Mamri another branch road runs to Piparia and 
Pawayan, and from Gola roads radiate to Khutar, Aliganj and 
BMra. 

Muhamdi is the chief place in the tahsil and is now adminis- 
tered as a notified area under Act I of 1900. The only other 
towns are Aurangabad and Gola, and these together with the 
pargana capitals and the larger villages have been separatdy 
mentioned. The tahsil did not assume its present shape till after 
the first Oudh census of 1869, as at that time the parganas of Haidar- 
abad and Sikandarabad were included in the old Gola tahsil. 
The total population of the tract now comprising Muhamdi was 
223,583 persons. The increase in the following twelve years was 
small, the total number of inhabitants in 1881 being 232,909. In 
1891 the population had risen to 268,617, but the ensuing decade 
saw a considerable decline, by reason of the famine of 1897 which 
resulted in extensive migration, and at the last census the popula- 
tion was 257,989. Of these 136,887 were males and 121 102 
females,. the latter having increased considerably while-the former 
had diminished by 1,821, Classified according to religions, there 
wem 223,133 Hindus, 34,540 Musalmans, 224 Christians, 78 
Aryas, 13 Sikhs and one Jain. Of the Hindus the best repre- 
sented castes were Chamars and Brahmans, while next to them 
came Kurmis, Ahirs, Pasis, and Eajputs, all in numbers exceed- 
ing 10,000. The Eajputs comprise members of great variety of 
clans, the chief being Chauhans, Katehriyas, Eathors, Nikumbhs, 
Gaurs and Gautams. Other Hindu castes deserving of mention 

areBanias,Lodhs,Kisans, Kaohhis, Kahars, Nais and Telis all 

these occan-ing in numbers over 5,000. Of the Musalmans the 
Pagans are the most numerous, 7,560 souls in allj followed by 

Shakhs, Gaddis, Behnas, Julahas and Pamirs, 
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The tahsil is purely agricultural in character* The census 
returns show thac nearly 77 per cent, of the inhabitants are directly 
engaged in agriculture, while a large number of the remainder 
are more or less intimately connected with the landr Of the other 
industries the chief were the supply of articles of food and drink, 
and the manufacture and, sale of cotton fabrics. One of the most 
important industries, is the manufacture of raw sugar, which, ia 
exported in large quantities to the Shahjahanpur market. The. 
other trades include work in timber and forest produce and the 
ordinary crafts that are to be found in almost every village. 

MUNDA, Pargana and Tahail Nighasan. 

This village forms part of the Jangre estate of Bhira and is 
held by Raj.Raghubar Singh at a revenue of Rs. 3,876. It lies in- 
latitude 28®. 9' north and longitude 80® 65'. east, in the extreme, 
south of the pargana, at a distance of six miles from Nighasan and 
two miles east of the road to Lakhimpur. The lands of Munda 
are bounded on the south by the Chauka, and much of the area of 
4,809 acres is uncultivated } a good deal of jarhan rice is, how- 
ever, grown above the high bank. The village consists of a 
number of hamlets, one of which is Paohperi, which gives its 
name to the ferry on the Lakhimpur road. The aggregate popula- 
tion in 1901 was 2,005 souls; there has been a considerable decline ‘ 
of late years, for in 1891 the total was 2,132. Munda appears to~ 
be a place of some antiquity ; there is an ancient site in the middle” 
of the village, and in the south are the ruins of a small fort. 

NIGHASAN, Pargana and Tahsil Nighasah. 

This is a mere village which derives its importance solely 
from its selection as the headquarters of the tahsil. It stands 
in latitude 28® 14' north and longitude 80® 62' east at the junc- 
tion of the roads from Lakhimpur to Singahi and Banbirpur and 
from Paila to Matera on the Kauriala, at a distance of 23. 
miles north of Lakhimpur, Besides the tahsil and the police- 
station, which form part of the same building and stand outside 
the village to the north, Nighasan contains a post-oflBce, cattle- 
pound, small school and a bazar in which markets are held 
twice a week. It has grown considerably since the removal of 
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tke taksil from Singahj, and at the last census contained 2,654 
inhabitants, of whom 332 were Musalmans. The population is 
purely agricultural, with a large number of Murao cultivators. 
The lands of Nighasan cover 4,006 acres, assessed at Es. 3,750 
and owned by the heirs of Thakur Gobardhan Singh of Bhira, The 
village is bounded on the north-east by the Suheli river, in the 
neighbourhood of whieh there is a small area of tarai with a little 
rice cultivation. To the west is the Bastia nala, a branch of 
which euta through the village close to the tahsil and falls into 
the Suhe^ tarai. 


mi&BASAJS Pai^gana, TahsU Nigha.8AK. 

This pargana was up to 1869 included in Bhur, so that 
its' hihtory as a separate subdivision is but brief. It occupies 
the central portion of the tahsil and forms part of the tract between 
theChauka and Suheli rivers, from Palia on the north-west to 
Dhaurahra on the south-east. The extreme eastern corner touches 
the Eauriala. To the north is Khairigarh, and to the south and 
west beyond the Chauka is Bhur. The whole pargana is a low 
alluvial plain with belts of tarai along the rivers. That of the 
Ohauka has an averse breadth of some four miles, extending in 
land to the Ghaghi nala, which probably represents an old bed 
of the river. Along the Suheli the tarai is mainly waste land 
and jungle, with a considerable amount of forest stocked with 
khair, shisham and gular. A large portion of this jungle was 
taken over by Government after the mutiny and is now included 
in the reserved forests of the Ehtdrigarh range The Suheli is 
fed by nummrons small tributary streams which carry down the 
from the higher lands ; many of these are mere back- 
watem of the rivm: throi^h which the autumnal floods escape out 
'Uae Sidiels wd inundate the tarai. All the villages along the 
Ohauka and Eauriala are liable to diluvion and flooding and are 
oonsequ^ily precarious, while the parts of the pargana near 
the jungle in the north-west come under the same category, 
owing to the unhealthiness of the dimate and their exposure 
to the ravages of wild animals. They are, however, held 
by large landowners and consequently do not require special 
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The central tracfe of the pargana lies high and is not liable * 
to flooding. The soil is a loam of average quality, intersected by 
numerous watercourses flowing into the rivers on the north and 
south and frequently connected with one another. There are 
also numbers of jhils resembling those which are to be found in 
pargana Bhur and all presenting the same characteristic appearance 
with a high bank on one side and a low marsh on the other. In 
places stretches of poor land are to be found with a light gritty 
soil, locally known as tap*ir^ in which the sand is within a few 
inches of the surface. This tract includes all the best and most 
•stable villages from Majhgain to Kardhaiy a ; they have an abund- 
ance of good groves and with ordinary seasons are generally 
prosperous. 

The total area of the pargana is 149,971 acres or 234 square 
miles. This excludes the Government forests, which cover a eohsi- 
derable area along the Suheli in the north-west. The proportion of 
the land cultivated has always been small, as is only to be expected 
from the nature of the tract. At the first regular settlement it 
amounted to 44 per cent, and since that time there has been but a 
slight increase. At the last assessment 68,237 acres dr about 46 
per cent, were under the plough, and the development has been 
maintainecl in subsequent years. In 1904 the cultivated area w$s 
68,829 acres or 46*4 per cent, of the whole, excluding the forest 
area, and 12,757 acres bore a double crop, the increase in the latter 
direction having been very marked. The area classed as coltur- 
able is necessarily very large, both on account of the fluctuating 
nature of the cultivation in many parts and also of the ‘Wide 
expanses of land which have never been reclaimed. It amounted 
in 1904 to no less than 64,935 acres, of which 2,361 acres were 
under groves and 34,591 acres were fallow, both old and new* 
Of the remaining area only 924 acres were entered as actttaHy 
barren, the rest being either under water or occupied by sites and 
roads. Inigation is practically unknown, and as a rule none 
is required. The kharif is by far the more important harvest, 
averaging about 78 per cent, of the total cultivated area, as against 
43 per cent, occupied by the rabi. The chief kharif crops are 
rice in the tarai and the villages to the north-west, and maize in 
the central tract, while there is also a considerable amount under 



m 


Kkeri Disirid, 


kodon and the pxdses. In the rabi, wheat generally predominates, 
followed by barley and peas. 

The cnltivation is generally poor and careless, a few villages 
in the central tract alone affording an exception to this rule. 
Much of the cultivated area is held by non-resident tenants and 
the holdings are everywhere large. Rents run very low and are 
practically the same as in Dhanrahra, the nalenhi system bwng 
generally prevalent. Muraos, who are very numerous, are chiefly 
of the Kanaujia subdivision and are, as usual, excellent cultivators. 
Next to them come Ahirs, Ohamars, Lodhs, Pasis, Brahmans and 
Musalmans. About half the land is held on grain rents, this sys- 
tem generally prevailing in the more precarious villages. The 
revenue demand of the pargana at the summary assessment was 
Bs. 27,615, and this was raised to Rs. 63,665 at the first regular 
settlement. The present final demand stands at Rs. 76,016, 
representing an enhancement of 20 per cent. The net sum 
payable, including Rs. 800 assessed on the alluvial mahals 
in 1901, is Rs. 73,311, the difference being the nominal revenue 
imposed on revenue-free estates for the purpose of calculating 
cesses. 

The population of the pargana at the census of 1881 numbered 
67,246 persons. At the following enumeration it rose to 73,739, 
but the ensuing ten years showed a slight decrease, as in 1901 the 
total number of inhabitants was 73,219, of whom 39,648, were 
males and 33,671 females. Classified according to religions, there 
were 65,066 Hindus, 8,084 Musalmans, and 69 others, Aryas, 
Christians and ^khs. There is- no town in the pargana, but the 
Antral tract contains a number of villages, such as Lodhaurii 
Nighasan, Rakheti, Danlatpur, Majhgain and Padhua, all of 
whiiSh have been separately mentioned. Means of communication 
are fair during the dry season'and very bad in the rains. Through 
l^%hasan runs the rbad from Laklnmpur to Singahi and the Nepal 
frontier, and this is crossed at the tahsil head<]uarters by that from 
Matera and Hhaurahra to Palia.- .The only other road leads -from 
Rhairigarh to Lakhimput, crossing the latter at Bamhanpur and 
tiience leading to the Sirsi ferry on the Chauka. 

' The history of the pargana is identical with that of Bhur. 
'The greater portion belongs to the Jangre Chauhans of Bhifa, an 
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account of whose family and estates has bean given in Chapter 
III. At the present time the pargana contains 76 villages, form- 
ing 79 revenue mahals. Of the latter 68 are held by taliiqdars, 
six in single and five in joint zamindari tenure. The Jangre 
taluqdars of Bijua owns 27 villages and one mahal known as the 
Nighasan estate ; their kinsman of Bhur holds the Majhgain 
property of 35 villages and one mahal; three villages, known as 
the Tilokpur estate, belong to the Rani of Khairigarh ; and one 
mahal to the Rani of Mahewa. Six villages are held revenue- 
free for life by Sardar Muhammad Hashim Khan of Sitapur; two 
are owned by Goshains, and one each by Kayasths and Kurmis. 


NIGHASAN Tahsil. 

This large tahsil is the northern and eastern subdivision of 
the district, and comprises the whole tract lying beyond the 
Chauka river as far as the Nepal boundary on the north and the 
Kauriala on the east, which separates this district from Bahraich. 
In the extreme north-west the tahsil marches with the Pilibhit 
district, and in the south-east with Sitapur, the dividing line 
being for the most part the Dahawar river. The tahsil is made 
up of the parganas of Nighasan, Palia, Khairigarh, Dhaurahra 
and Pirozabad, each of which is separately described in detail, 
with an account of its physical characteristics, agriculture, 
revenue and landholders. Nighasan is one of the largest tahsils 
in Oudh. In 1904 the area was 622,203 acres or 972 square 
miles ; but this is exclusive of the vast expanse of reserve forests 
which take up the greater portion of pargana Khairigarh and also 
large tracts of Nighasau and Palia. These forests have an area 
of some 267 square miles, so that the total for the tahsil amounts 
to no less than 1,239 square miles, a considerably larger extent of 
country than the whole of the Lucknow district. Almost the 
whole tahsil lies low and is subject to the influence of the Chauka, 
Suheli and other rivers. Beyond their high banks lie stretches of 
fair loam soil, which is cultivated with some success ; but tenants 
are scarce and the climate is for the most part extremely bad. The 
forest parganas are the worst, and much damage is done by 
wild animals. In Dhaurahra and Pirozabad there is no forest 
and the cultivation is generally more stable.. 
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The forest tract is under departmental control, but the rest 
of the tahsil is administered as a subdivision of the district in 
the charge of a full-powered oflScer on the district staff. The 
tahsilddr has his headquarters at Nighasan, whither they were 
removed for greater convenience from their original location at 
Singahi in Khairigarh. In addition to the ordinary magisterial 
staff there are at present two honorary magistrates, the Raja of 
Mallanpur with jxxrisdiction in the Isanagar police circle and 
Lala Babu Lai in the Dhaurahra and Nighasan thanas. For the 
purposes of police administration there are stations at these three 
places and at Palia. The circles are consequently very large. 
That at Nighasan includes’ the whole of the Nighasan pargana, 
most of Khairigarh and a portion of Dhaurahra; the Palia circle 
comprises the rest of Elhairigarh and all Palia save the small 
portion south of the Chauka, which belongs to Bhira in Lakhim- 
pur ; that of Isanagar includes the greater portion of Firozabad, 
while the rest belongs to Dhaurahra. 

Means of communication in this tahsil are generally very 
poor. The north-western portion has for a few months in the 
year the advantage of the branch line of railway from Mailani 
to Palia and Sonaripur, with its short branch from Dudhwato 
Ghandan Chauki on the Mohan river. During the rains and 
early winter months the bridge over the Chauka is dismantled 
and the railway cannot in consequence be used. At that period 
the Chauka generally forms a bar to all communication with the 
rest of the district and the roads in the interior of the tahsil are 
in many cases impassable. The chief of these roads are those 
from Lakhimpur to Nighasan t;idPachperi ghat and on to Singahi 
and the Nepal frontier, and from Palia to Nighasan and Matera 
on the Kauriala. Other roads include those from Lakhimpur to 
Ehairigarh, crossing the Chauka by the Sirsi ferry ; from Lakhim- 
pur to Dhaurahra, Isanagar and Katauli, and from Dhaurahra 
to Eardhaiya and Nighasan. Besides these, there are the roads 
through the forest leading from Palia and Sonaripur to the Nepal 
border, and a few small tracks of little importance. The list of 
tile ferries over the various rivers will be found in the appendix. 

The ohly towns of the tahsil are Dhaurahra, Singahi and 
Isanagar } but there are a number of large villages, as mentioned in 
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theseveral pargana articles, and the more important of these have 
been separately described, as well as the various pargana capitals. 
For the post-offices, markets, fairs and schools of the tahsil reference 
must be made to the dififerent lists given in the appendix. 

The population of the tahsil at the first Oudh census of 
3869 numbered only 180,302 persons. By 1881 the total had 
increased to a surprising extent, the recorded number of inhabit- 
ants being 268,306. This rose at the following census to 279,376 j 
but the increase was not maintained, and for the next ten years 
the population remained almost stationary. In 1901 Nighasan 
contained altogether 281,123 inhabitants, of whom 148,133 were 
males and 132,990 females. The latter had largely increased, 
while the male population showed an actual decrease of 1,049 
persons. Classified according to religions, there were 245,117 
Hindus, 36,873 Musalmans, 67 Sikhs, 37 Christians, 16 Aryas, 
12 Buddhists and 11 Jains. Of the Hindus, Chamars as usual 
are the strongest caste numerically, but they are closely followed 
by Lodhs and Ahirs, all of these having over 24,000 members 
apiece. Next come Muraos, Pasis, Brahmans, Kurmis and 
Gadariyas, all numbering over 10,000, and after these Zahars, 
Luniyas, Zoris, Telis and Rajputs. The last are comparatively 
few in this tahsil, numbering 5,049 in all; they belong to many 
different clans, the chief being Chanhans, Rathors, Surajbansis, 
Zatehriyas and Bais. Of the Musalmans the converted Rajputs 
are most numerous, amounting to 4,792 souls, drawn chiefly from 
the Chauhan, Zatehriya and Gaur clans. Next to these c,me 
Julahas, Behnas, Nais, Pathans, Sheikhs, Darzds and Faqirs, no 
other sub-division having more than 1,600 representatives. 

The occupations of the people are mainly agricultural : accord- 
ing to the census returns over 82 per cent, being directly 
dependent on the land. In addition to these there are considerable 
numbers of herdsmen and graziers, as the northern parganas 
have considerable grazing-grounds for their cattle. The other 
industries are very poorly represented in this tahsil : the chief 
are of course connected with the supply of articles of food and 
drink j but there are no manufactures of importance and the 
only trade deserving mention is that connected with the export 
of timber and other forest produce. 
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NIMGAON, ParganaVAj-L.K, Tahsil Lakhimpue. 

This village forms part of the estate ofRaiRam Din Bahadur, 
the Kurmi taluqdar of Paila. It lies in latitude 27® 65' north 
and longitude 80® 36' east, on the branch road from Oel and Beh- 
jam to Bbadeora on the direct line from Lakhimpur to Muhamdi, 
some eleven miles "west of the district headquarters. The place 
had in 1901 a population of 1,240 persons, chiefly residing in the 
central site. It is only deserving of mention as containing a 
police-station, as well as a cattle-pound, post-office, and a bazar 
in which markets are held twice a week. The lands of Nimgaon 
cover 1,326 acres, assessed at Es. 1,500. The village lies on the 
southern edge of the plateau between the Sarayan and Jamwari 
rivers; the northern portion is a good even tract of light loam, 
with a slight slope towards the south-west. 

OEL, Pargand Kheei, Tahsil Lakhimpur 

This large village lies on the road from Lakhimpur to Sitapur, 
some eight miles south of the former, in latitude 27® 60' north and 
longitude 80® 45' east. Parallel to the road runs the Lucknow, 
Sitapur and Bareilly State Eailway, on which there is a station 
here to the south-east of the village. The inhabited site consists 
of two adjoining villages, Oel and Dhakwa, the latter lying on the 
road and the former to the east. Together they form a considerable 
collection of houses, with a total population of 6,317 souls at the 
last census, of whom about one-fifth were Musalmans ; among the 
Hindus are many Brahmans. The place has a poor appearance, 
most of the dwellings being of mud. There is a fine temple of 
Mahadeo to the east of the village, built by Bakht Singh, an 
ancestor of Raja Krishn Datt Singh, the Chauhan taluqdar of Oel, 
whose estate is at present managed by the court of wards. The 
Raja's house stands on the south-east of the village towards the 
railway, within the wide perimeter of the old fort, a large irregular 
structure defended by a fosse lined with a bamboo fence aud mud 
parapets. Oel possesses a post-office, school, a cattle-pound estab- 
lished in 1904, and a bazar in which markets are held twice weekly. 
In former days the place was a centre of the sugar industry, but 
ttow there is but one factory, left. The village is administered 
under fee Sanitation Act. The area is 1,294 acres, consisting of a 
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fertile stretch of good loam soil, with large groves on the south and 
east; the revenue is Rs, 1,100, 

PADHUA, Pargana and TahsU Nighasan. 

This large village lies in the eastern portion of the pargana, in 
latitude 28° 32' north and longitude 81° 0' east, on the road from 
Kardhaiya to Shitaba ferry on the Kauriala, some ten miles from 
the tahsil headquarters. It stands on the rising ground above tho 
Rauriala tavai- The village has a total area of 4,127 acres ; tho 
northern half is mostly level, but terminates in a fringe of well 
raised land broken by a deep winding nala and contains sovoral 
stretches of dhaJe jungle ; whale the southern half is traversed by a 
similar notla, beyond which the soil is very inferior. The village 
itself consists of a large main site lying amid numerous groves of 
mango trees and several small hamlets. Tho total population at 
the last census numbered 3,632 persons, of whom 811 wore 
Musalmans. Ahirs are the prevailing Hindu caste. The revenue 
of the village is Rs. 4,000, and the proprietors are the heirs of 
Thakur Gobardhan Singh of the Jangre family. There is a 
large upper primary school in the village, but nothing else of any 
importance. 


PAILA, Pargana PaiIiA, tahsil Lakhimptjr. 

The village which gives its name to the pargana is a small 
place of little importance, standing in latitude 27° 63' N. and 
longitude 80° 36' E., at a distance of twelve miles west of Lakhim- 
pur, two miles south of Nimgaon and two miles north of the road 
from Lakhimpur to Mitauli. It possesses a largo upper primary 
school and a bazar in which markets are held twice a week. The 
population at the last census numbered 1,775 souls, of whom 446 wore 
Musalmans; the rest are chiefly Brahmans, Pasis and Chamars. 
They mainly reside in the dilapidated central site, which contains 
292 houses. There is a small shrine dedicated to the Panohon Pir, 
in whose honour a fair is held annually in Jeth. Tho total area of 
the village is 1,628 acres ; the greater part is an even tract of good 
loam, well irrigated and in a fair state of cultivation, but to tho west 
the land is sandy and uneven. The revenue is Rs. 2,076. Tho 
proprietor is Rai Ram Din Bahadur, the Elurmi taluqdar of Paila. 
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PAILA Parganay TahsiL Lakhimpttr. 

This pargana lies in the west of bhe tahsil, marching with 
Haidarabad and Kasta of Muhamdi on the west and souths the 
boundary in the latter case being the Sarayan river. To the 
north lie Kukra, MaUani and Bhur, and to the east pargana 
Kheri, the dividing line for about half the distance on this side 
being the Jamwari. The present pargana only dates from 1869, 
when Paila was amalgamated with the old pargana of Karanpur, 
the name formerly given to the northern portion. It has now a 
total area of 65,147 acres or 102 square miles. The pargana as a 
whole is distinctly inferior to both Haidarabad and Xheri. In 
the north it adjoins forests, while along the U1 there is a stretch 
of tarai, giving place to a light sandy soil, hardly dis- 
tinguishable from hhuT. The east, centre and south lie low and 
suffer greatly in wet years. In the extreme south, too, there is a 
large area of dhak jungle. The only good land is comprised in 
two small blocks occupying the centre of the northern and 
southern halves of the pargana. Here the soil is a good loam, but 
elsewhere it is a stiff clay very difficult to work. There are 
several large jhils in the depressions, the chief being those at 
Simrai and Kutwa ; the latter is a long and narrow stretch of 
water, but perfectly useless for irrigation owing to the height and 
sandy nature of its banks. Another large jhil is that at Rasulpur, 
and here the water is accessible and adds greatly to the fertility 
of the neighbouring villages. As much of the pargana is liable 
to flooding, there are many mahals of a precarious character. Most 
of these, however, belong to large estates and only two, Ghu- 
ghalpur Khurd on the U1 and Salehabad in the centre, require 
special attention. 

At the first regular settlement 55 per cent, of the land was 
cultivated. Since that time there has been a very considerable 
increase, for at the last assessment the proportion under the plough 
was over 66 per cent., and in 1904 the cultivated area was 43,841 
acres or more than 67 per cent., the amount having steadily 
increased since the assessment. The development of the pargana 
is further illustrated by the extension of the double-cropped area, 
which now averages about 9,000 acres. The oulturable land, includ- 
ing 1,823 acres unler groves, is given as 14,925 ^cres, of which 
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about one-third is fallow, while of the rest much is of a very poor 
quality. The reiiiaining area of 6,318 acres is mainly under water 
. or occupied by roads and buildings, no more than 130 acres being 
described as actually barren. The pargana has fair facilities for 
irrigation, both in the shape of the numerous jhils and tanks and 
also of wells, which can be dug in most places, though the subsoil is 
generally sandy. The dhenldi or lever system is almost univers- 
£dly employed. The kharif is in most years the principal 
harvest; rice is the chief staple, but there is a large amount of 
sugai-cane, while kodon and urd are also extensively grown. In 
the rabi, gram takes the lead, followed by wheat and barley. 

The cultivation is on the whole fairly good. The tenants are 
chiefly Kurmis, Ahirs, Brahmans and Chamars. Bents are mainly 
paid in cash, although in the more precarious lands grain-rents are 
still prevalent. The average cash rate at the last settlement was 
Ks. 6*17 per aci’e, ranging from Es. 5‘35 for low caste to Bs. 4’69 
for high caste tenants, Kurmis pay on an average Es. 6*44, and 
are mainly found in the good loam villages. The revenue demand 
at the summary settlement was Bs. 32,248, and this was raised at 
the regular assessment to Es. 46,618. The final demand now 
stands at Bs. 60,078, of which Bs, 30 are nominal, representing an 
enhancement of 21 per cent, on the expiring revenue. 

The population of the pargana has risen rapidly of late years. 
In 1881 there were 38,805 inhabitants, and ten years later 43,948. 
At the last census of 1901 the total was 48,636, of whom 6,184 
were Musalmans. There are no towns in the pargana and the 
largest village is Paila itself, with a population of 1,776. The 
pargana is fairly well provided with means of communication. 
The northern half is traversed by the railway from Lakhimpur 
to Pilibhit; and although there are no stations within the limits of 
the pargana, those at Gola and Phardahan are quite close on either 
side. Parallel to the railway runs the road from Lakhimpur to 
Gola and north of this is the I'oad &om the latter place to Aliganj, 
with a small branch leading to Bhui'wara. Through the centre of 
the pargana runs the direct xoad from Lakhimpur to Muhamcli, 
with a branch leading from Bhadeora to Nimgaon and Oel ; and 
in the extreme south is the road from Lakhimpur to Mitanli and 
Aurangabad, 
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The early history, of the pargana is lost , in antiquity. That 
it was inhabited at an early date is shown by the existence of 
numerous remains along the banks of the UL These are appar- 
ently the ruins of an ancient town, and consist of an almost 
unbroken line of brick-strewn kheras, extending from the village 
of Eampur Gokul to Ranjilinagar. Pillars and carvings of the 
Gupta period have been found here, as well as coins of the Kanauj 
kings. In later times the pargana was held by the Ahbans, one 
of whose headquarters was at Bhurwara. Between 1840 and 
1860 a large portion of the pargana was seized by the Janwars 
of Oel and Mahewa, with the result that constant fighting took 
place between these chieftains and Raja Lone Singh of Mitauli. 
The latter eventually obtained the lease of the villages and the 
Oel Raja was subsequently expelled, but not till a large por- 
tion of the pargana had been ruined and several villages, such 
as Atwa and Shankarpur in the centre, had been completely 
destroyed. After the mutiny the Mitauli estate was confiscated 
and bestowed on various grantees, some of whom afterwards sold 
their estates. At the present time the pargana contains 119 
villages, divided into 157 mahals. Of the latter, one is the 
property of Government, 67 are held by taluqdars, 36 in single 
and 48 in joint zamindari, five in pattidari and one in 
bhaiyaohara tenure. The largest landowner is the Raja of 
Partabgarh, who owns 19 villages and one mahal. The Rani 
of Mahewa has nine villages and one mahal; the .Raja of 
Oel four villages known as the Bijauli estate; the Kurmi 
taluqdar of Paila owns nine villages and one mahal; the 
Raja-i-Rajgan of Kapurthala owns four, and the Raja of 
Mahmudabad two villages. Other Musalmans have in all .32 
villages, including two held by the taluqdar of Jalalpur; 
eleven villages and two mahals belonging to another of the 
Ahbans, the taluqdar of Kotwara; one village, Pipra, and 
one mahal held by the taluqdar of Raipur, a third member 
of the same clan; and one village and six mahals owned 
by another kinsman, Muhammad Khalil-ullah Khan of Bhurw'ara. 
Of the rest, Khattris are in possession of eleven villages, while 
smaller properties are held by Kayasths, Brahmans, Lodhs, 
Kurmis, Banias and Hindu Ahbans. 
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PALIA^ Pargana Palxa, Tahsil Nighasak. 

The capital of the pargana, known as Palia Kalan to 
distinguish it from Palia Khurd, a village to the souths stands 
in latitude 28® 26' north and longitude 80® 35' east, on the 
branch line of railway from Mailani to Dudhwa and Sonaripur, 
at a distance of nineteen miles from the junction. Roads lead south- 
east to Nighasan, 23 miles, south-west to Bhira, and north-west to 
Tirkaulia and the [N'epal border. The railway station is close to 
the village, and during the cold weather a considerable export 
trade is carried on in timber and grain. Palia is a large village, 
principally composed of grass huts, with one central site of about 
900 houses and three small hamlets. Though very unhealthy, the 
population is on the increase, the number of inhabitants at the 
last census ‘being 4,332, of whom 1,071 were Musalmans. Kisans 
are the prevailing Hindu caste. Palia contains a mud-built 
police-station in the centre of the village, a post-oflSce, cattle- 
pound, and an upper primary school. There are three temples 
and a mosque. The drinking water is obtained from four masonry 
weUs, but the quality is inferior. The village lands cover, 3,102 
acres assessed at Rs. 1,950, and held in two equal mahals by 
Thakur Bhajan Singh and Thakur Jangi Singh, zamindars, of the 
old Katehriya family of Khutar in Shahjahanpur. 

PALIA Pargana, Tahsil ISTighasan. 

This pargana occupies the extreme north-western corner of 
the district, lying to the north-west of Nighasan between the 
Chauka on the south, which separates it from Bhur, and the Sarju 
on the north-east, which forms the Khairigarh boundary. To the 
north is the Nepal territory and to the west the Pilibhit district, the 
dividing line being for the most part the Sutia stream. Prom an 
agricultural point of view the tract is of a wretched description, 
consisting for the most part of an unhealthy expanse of forest and 
waste grazing land cut up in every direction by innumerable 
streams and water channels, with several large swamps and 
depressions in the abandoned beds of the Chauka and other rivers. 
The Chauka is more unstable in this pargana than lower down in 
its course, and even in the interior cultivation is as fluctuating as 
the river. . Everywhere the crops are exposed to the depredations 
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of wild animals, and eveiy where malaria of a severe type is pre- 
valent, even on the dry and elevated spots far from the marshes* 
Of late years, too, cholera and cattle disease have raged in this 
pargana, and little progress can be expected. The water is 
notoriously bad, and the proximity of Nepal is another factor 
in the instability of the pargana. There are a few settled 
villages, and the tenants who live in them cultivate where they 
please in the adjacent tracts, rarely paying any attention to one 
village for two years running. The only real value of the par- 
gana is as a forest reserve and a pasture land for the graziers, 
who annually bring their cattle hither from the south. 

Cultivation is consequently poor and careless in the extreme, 
except in the neighbourhood of Palia itself and in a few villages 
round Majhra in the extreme north. Most of the land is held by 
cattle-breeders, who pay far more attention to their animals than 
to their fields. The whole tract is precarious to a greater or less 
degree; the best villages are those round Palia, although even 
they are liable to damage from the encroachments of the Chauka. 
As, however, most of the land is the property of large taluqdars, 
only a few villages along the Chauka belonging to small owners 
require special attention. The worst are Bazpur, Niranjanpur, 
Parasrampur and Nagla, 

The area of the pargana is liable to change from year to year 
by reason of the action of the Chauka and other rivers. In 1904 
the total was 68,837 acres or 107 square miles, but this excludes 
some 4,000 acres of reserved forests which belong to the Kbairi- 
garh range. The proportion of cultivated land is far lower than 
in any other part of the district. At the first regular settlement it 
amounted to only 21 per cent., while at the last assessment there 
had been a great decrease. In 1904 only 9,993 acres or little 
more than 14 per cent, was under the plough, and even this was 
greater than in the preceding year. No less than 60,313 acres 
were classed as oulturable : this included 288 acres of groves and 
14,242 acres of fallow, the rest being waste land that has never 
been reclaimed. Of the 8,631 acres returned as barren the bulk 
was under water or occupied by village sites, only 1,973 acres 
being shown as unfit for cultivation. The kharif harvest is by 
fer the more important, occupying nearly double the area sown in 
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the rabi^ while a considerable proportion^ averaging over 20 per 
cent, of the cultivation^ bears a double crop. The chief staple of 
the pargana is rice, followed by a little iird, kodon and maize in 
the kharif, while in the rabi barley takes the lead and the wheat 
area is small. There is no irrigation, as artificial wateiing is not 
required. 

The rents are paid entirely in cash, but the rates are very 
low. At the last settlement the average for the whole pargana 
was Re. 1*6 per acre, and practically no difference is made for the 
different castes, except in the case of Muraos, who pay a slightly 
higher rate. The tenants are mainly Gadaiiyas, Ahii*s, Chamars, 
Muraos and Musalmans, with a few Brahmans and Pasis. The 
holdings are large, and over one-third of the land is tilled by non- 
residents. The revenue of the pargana at the summary settle- 
ment was Rs. 12,338, but at the regular assessment this was 
reduced to Es. 1 0,623. At the last settlement a farther reduc- 
tion was made and the final demand now stands at Es. 9,966, of 
which Rs. 336 represents the temporary assessment of the alluvial 
mahals. 

The population of the pargana has also decreased during the 
past thirty years. In 1881 it contained 18,277 inhabitants, but 
ten years later this had fallen to 15,235. At the last census the 
total was 13,996, of whom 2,250 were Musalmans, mainly Ban- 
jaras. PaHa is the only place of any size or importance. It has 
grown slightly since the construction of the branch line of railway 
from Mailani to Sonaripur, which is used almost entirely for the 
export of timber. The line is only open for a few months in the 
year and communications are generally backward. Roads mn 
from Palia to Bhira on the south-west and Nighasan on the south- 
east. Poor tracks also connect the place with Majhra and with 
Kanjaria in Khairigarh on the Nepal border. The only market 
worth mentioning is that at Palia. 

The history of the pargana is almost identical with that of 
Khairigarh. In 1839 the pargana was farmed to relatives of the 
Katehriya rajas of Khutar in Shahjahanpur, and their descendants 
were subsequently declared proprietors by the British Government 
for the sole reason that they had endeavoured to bring part of the 
pargana under cultivation and that there were no others to lay 

16 k. 
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claim to this belated wildei-ness. Some of the landowners are hill- 
men from Nepal, who claim relationship with the 'Khairigarh house 
and who obtained a footing here by becoming sub-lessees of the 
Katehriyas. The bulk of the pargana, however, is now held by 
various grantees who took up large tracts under the waste land 
rules. There are now altogether 60 villages in the pargana, 
divided into 70 mahala. Of the latter, 48 are held by taluqdats, 
ten in single, and nine in joint zamindari,,two in pattidari, and 
one in bhaiyaohara tenure. The chief landowner is the Hani of 
Khairigarh, who holds the Majhra estate of 24 villages; 
Mr. Hearsey of Mamri owns eleven villages, six mahals and 
two pattis, known as the Ataria Srinagar estate ; the Kaja of Oel 
has the Ainthapur property of six villages; and the Jangre 
taluqdar of Bhur one mahal of Patw^ara in the extreme south. 
Of the rest, six villages belong to Chauhans, three to Musal- 
mans and one to Ooshains. 


PASGAWAN, Pargana, Pa.sgawan, Tahsil Muhamm. 

The capital of the pargana is a good village, though of no 
great size, lying in latitude 27° 49' north and longitude 80° 10' 
east, at a distance of nine miles south of Muhamdi, with which it 
is connected by an unmetalled road. The population in 1901 
amounted to 1,434 persons, of whom 270 were Musalmans, while 
Brahmans were the most numerous Hindu caste. The place con- 
tains a mud-built police-station, situated within the village, a cattle- 
pound and a school. A market is held here twice a week and 
the annual sales are said to amount to Rs. 2,500. There is a 
ruined fort and a sarai here, built by Hakim Mahdi Ali Khan 
while Nazim of Muhamdi. The area of the village is 834 acres; 
the soil is an excellent loam except in the north-east, and means of 
irri^tion are abundant. The village is divided into two mahals, 
788 aor$s being held in pattidari tenure by Brahmans and 
Kayasths, while the latter also hold the remaining 46 acres in joint 
zamindari. The total revenue is Rs. 1,190. 

PASGAWAN Pargana, TaTisil MtrHAMDi. 

This pargana lies in the south-west comer of the district, 
between the Sukheta and Gujnti rivers, the former separating it 
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from Shahjahanpur and the latter from the Magdapur and Aurang- 
abad parganas. To the north lies Muhamdi and to the south 
the Hardoi district. The present pargana was formed in 1869 by 
the amalgamation of the old Pasgawan and Barwar subdivisions. 
The total area is now 76,803 acres or 120 square nailes. Besides 
the two rivers already mentioned there are two other streams ; one 
the Andchuha or Ohuha, which for some distance forms the northern 
boundary and then turns south-east through the centre and 
joins the Gumti in the extreme south-east comer; while the 
other, also known as the Chuha, rises in Muhamdi and after 
traversing the eastern half falls into the Gumti near Maqsudpur. 
Both of these flow between high sandy banks broken by ravines. 
In the south-west there is a chain of swamps draining into the 
Hardoi district, and in their neighborhood the land contains much 
usar and patches of grass and scrub jungle. The whole of the 
south Ls of an inferior quality ; but elsewhere, save in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the streams and also in the clay lands along the 
Sukheta, the soil is a rich friable loam, of a fairly consistent 
quality, although it becomes very light near the Gumti. The 
really precarious mahals are few in number, as though much of the 
southern half comes under* this description the villages generally 
form insignificant portions of other estates. The worst are Ram- 
pur Khokar, Faqirapur, Miranpur and Saidwara along the Gumti, 
Sirha in the south-east, and Mukaddarpur near Pasgawan. 

The pargana is not highly developed : the cultivation is only 
fair, and in the south-west extremely poor. At the first settle- 
ment no more than 48 per cent, was cultivated, but since that 
time there has been much improvement. Prom 1884 to 1895 the 
average area under the plough was 44,664 acres or 58 per cent, of 
the whole, and since the last settlement the proportion has further 
increased. In 1904 the cultivated area was 60,799 acres or 66 per 
cent. ; 7,462 acres bearing a double crop. These are the highest 
figures ou record, the total having steadily risen since the famine of 
1897. The culturable area is large, amounting to 20,718 acres : tins 
includes 2,801 acres of grove land and a small amount of fallow, 
but fully two-thirds has never been tilled, and much of it 
would probably never repay cultivation. The actually barren 
area is very small, 871 acres in aU, the remainder being either 
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under water or occupied by sites and roads. Means of irrigation 
are fairly abundant, and the proportion of land watered is high for 
this district. In addition to the tanks there are lai-ge nunabers of 
good earthen wells, which can be constructed without difficulty in 
most villages. The rabi harvest usually exceeds the kharif in 
area; the principal crops are wheat^ which is of a high quality in 
the upland villages, gram and barley. In the kharif rice 
predominates, while there is a fair amount of sugarcane. 

Rents are almost wholly paid in cash. At the last 
settlement the average rate was Rs. 4*06 per acre, ranging from 
Rs. 9 for the best goind land to Re. 1-5 for hhur. The tenants 
are mainly of low caste, the most numerous being Ghamars, Pasis 
and Ahirs; but there are many Brahmans and Rajputs. The two 
last pay lower rents, the privileged rate being about 20 per cent, 
less than for other castes. Muraos and Kurmis pay the most, the 
rates averaging Rs. 4'93 and Rs. 4-79 per acre respectively. The 
revenue at the summary assessment was Rs. 34,913, rising to 
Rs. 68,234 at the regular settlement. The present final demand is 
Rs. 76,716, of which all save Rs. 217 is actually realizable, giving 
an enhancement of 27 per cent, on the old revenue. 

The population of the pargana in 1869 was 40,741, and since 
that date there has been a large increase, the total rising to 
49,776 in 1881 and 65,812 ten years later. In 1901 a slight 
decrease was observed, owing to the famine of 1887, the number of 
inhabitants being 54,776 with an average density of 466 to the 
square mile. Musalmans numbered 8,706. There are no towns 
in the pargana, and except Pasgawan and Barwar no villages 
of any size or importance. Means of communication are fair. 
Through the south-west passes the metalled road from Sitapur to 
Shahjahanpur with one branch leading from Aurangabad through 
Barwar to Muhamdi, and another connecting Pasgawan with the 
tahsil headquarters. The north-west corner is traversed by the 
road from Muhamdi to Shahjahanpur, a portion of which near the 
Sukheta is metalled. 

The pargana contains 164 villages, including three forest 
grants in the south-west. These are divided into 242 mahals, of 
which one is Government property, only 22 are owned by taluq- 
dars, while 66 are held in single and 106 in joint zamindari, and 
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48 in pattidari tenure. Mahant Harcharan Das of Maswasiin Unao, 
owns the Gulrai estate of 14 whole villages ; five villages and two 
mahals are held by the Raja of Partabgarh, and th e village of 
Bankagaon by the Saiyid Rani of Shahpur. Saiyids hold 19 
other villages, inoluding five belonging to Tasadduq Husain of 
Aurangabad. Of the rest, 31 villages are owned by Nikumbhs, 
eleven by Gaurs, three by Gaharwars and one by Tomars; 24 by 
Brahmans, 25 by Kayasths, seven by Sheikhs and Pathans, and 
four each by Kurmis and Khattris. At the summary settlement 
of 1869 there were no less than 99 small zamindari estates in 
Pasgawan-Barwar, held by the representatives of the old proprie- 
tors with whom settlement was made after the dissolution of the 
great taluqa of the Saiyids. The pattidars are generally prosper- 
ous, but are usually behindhand in their payments, and have a 
bad reputation for lawlessness. 


PHULBIHAR, Pargana Sbinagab, Tahsil Lakhimpub. 

A village on the west side of the road from Lakhimpur to 
Nighasan, lying in latitude 28^ 4' north and longitude 80® 48' 
east, at a distance of about eight miles north of the district head- 
quarters ’and thirteen miles from Nighasan. It is only deserving 
of mention as possessing a mud-built police-station, which stands 
in the west of the village near the bazar; markets are held in 
the latter twice a week. The place also contains a post-oflice, 
cattle-pound, and a lower primary school. Phulbihar forms 
part of the Mahewa estate and is assessed to a revenue of 
Rs. 1,625. It has an area of 2,263 acres, much of which is well 
cultivated : the north stands high and produces fair crops of 
cereals in the rabi and sugarcane in the kharif; the whole of 
the south is lowlying and is chiefly used for rice cultivation. 
Down the western half runs an old channel of the Chauka. The 
population at the last census numbered 1,786 souls, mainly Cha- 
mars, Kurmis and Musalmans. 


PIP ARIA, Pargana Atwa Pipabia, Taksil Muhamm. 
The capital of the pargana is a fair sized village situated in 
latitude 28® 5' north and longitude 80® 16' east, on the Shahja- 
tanpur border. It is connected by an unmetalled road with 
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Mamri on the road from Lakhimpur to Muhamdij and continuing 
westwards to Pawayan. From its position it is sometimes called 
Piparia Dhurai, or Piparia on the boundary ; it is also known as 
Piparia Captain, from the fact that it formed part of a waste 
land grant given after the mutiny to Captain Fida Husain of the 
Oudh force. He sold all his estate subsequently, and it passed 
to Mr. L. H. Hearsey of Mamii, the present owner. The village 
lands cover 1,276 acres and are well cultivated in places; but the 
soil is in parts poor, especially to the south and west and much of 
it lies fallow every year. The place contains a small school, and 
a bazar in which markets are held twice a week. The popula- 
tion, which is mainly agricultural, amounted to 896 persons at 
the last census. The village is assessed to a revenue of Rs. 550. 


RAKHETI, Pargana and Tahsil Nighasa-N. 

A large village on the road from Palia to Matera, lying in 
latitude 28° 13' north and longitude 80° 55' east, at a distance 
of three miles south-east of Nighasan. It covers 3,470 acres, the 
central block consisting of an even stretch of low lying rice land, 
while the outlying fields stand higher and bear good crops of 
maize. Besides the central site on the roadside there are many 
hamlets, with a total population of 2,403 souls at the last census. 
There is a small primary school here. The village forms part of 
the taluqa of the late Raj Gobardhan Singh, of the Jangre house 
of Bhur, and is assessed to a revenue ofRs. 2,950. 


RAMIA BIHAR, Pargana Dhattbahka, Tahsil NiGHASAir. 

A considerable village in the north of the pargana, standing 
in latitude 28° 8' north and longitude 81° 2' east, on the road 
from Nighasan to Matera on the Kauriala, at a distance of about 
13 miles south-east of the tahsil headquarters. The place is pic- 
turesquely situated on the banks of an old channel of the Kauriala 
which has become silted up and forms an extensive lake. Close 
by is a bungalow erected by Rani Surat Kunwar, widow of Raja 
Indra Bikram Sah of Ehairigarh, the proprietor of the village. 
The lands of Ramia Bihar are 2,599 acres in extent, and the upper 
portion in the south and centre consist of a good loam soil tra- 
versed by a winding watercourse. The revenue is Rs. 2,1 50t 
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The lower half to the north-east is liable to flooding; but is par- 
tially protected by a deep drainage channel excavated by the 
taluqdar. The village has grown considerably of late years and 
at the last census contained 2,143 inhabitants, of whom 371 were 
Miisalmans. There is a small school here, and a bazar of some 
local importance in which markets are held twice a week. 


SANSAEPUR, Pargana Ktjkra MAiiiANi, Taheil 
Lakhimpub. 

A good village on the road from Gola to Khutar, in latitude 
28® 8' north and longitude 80® 23' east, at a distance of some 
seven miles north-west of Gola. It had in 1901 a population of 
2,362 souls, of whom about one-fifth were Musalmans. It 
belongs to the Chauhan taluqdar of Kaimahra, who pays a 
revenue of Es. 1,560, and who had spent large sums in improving 
the village by digging drains. The eastern portion consists of 
jungle, and between this and the cultivated land is a belt of high 
gritty soil or bhur. The population reside for the most part 
in a large central site, the remainder living in a fair-sized hamlet 
called Bujhia to the south. Markets are held here twice a week. 
The cattle-pound dates from March 1900. 


SIKANDAEABAD, Pargana Haidaeabab, Taheil 
Mtjhamm. 

This village was the capital of a separate pargana until 
1869, when it was united with Haidarabad. It lies in latitude 
27® 57' north and longitude 80® 29' east, about half a mile 
to the north of the direct road from Lakhimpur to Muhamdi, 
some *18 miles west of the former and a mile east of the Sarayan. 
It had in 1901 a population of 2,269 persons, of whom a large 
proportion were Musalmans. The village lands cover 1,268 acres, 
and of this 1,126 acres are held in taluqdari tenure by Muham- 
mad Sher Khan of Eaipur, one of the converted Ahbans. The 
rest is held by Musalman zamindars of the same family who own 
four small mahals, while eleven acres are held in pattidari 
tenure by Brahmans and Kayasths. The total revenue of the 
village is Rs. 1,626. The soil is for the most part good loam; 
but the extremities lie low, especially in the north and west. To 
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the east there is a larger area of grove land. The village con- 
tains a post-office, a large upper primary school, and a bazar in 
which markets are held twice a week. 


SIMRI, Pargana Dhaueahka, TahaiZ Nighasan. 

A very lai’ge village situated in north latitude 28° 6' and 
east longitude 81° 2' on the road from Dhaurahra to Kardhaiya, 
where it joins that from Matera to Nighasan, at a distance of 
eight miles north-west of the town of Dhaurahra. The village 
lands cover no less than 5,508 acres, and are intersected in the 
south by the Sukhni river; to the east is the Malhia swamp. 
The upland portion is well cultivated by Muraos and Knxmis, 
who form the prevailing Hindu castes. The population at the 
last census nunibered 3,069 souls, most of whom live in the main 
site, and the rest in many scattered hamlets. The village pays 
a revenue of Rs. 4,000 and is owned by the Jangre taluqdar of 
Isanagar. There is a small aided school here, but the place con- 
tains nothing of any interest and is only noticeable for its 
size. 


SINGAHI BHADATJRA, Pargana Khaikigaeh, Tahail 

Nighasan. 

This is the principal village in the pargana and lies in 
latitude 28° 18' north and longitude 80° 54' east on the road 
from Nighasan to Banbirpur and Nepal, at a distance of six 
miles north of the tahsil headquarters. From the village branch 
roads run to Khairigarh on the north-west and eastwards to 
Bharthapur ferry on the Kauriala. The place derives its double 
name from two detached sites, Bhadaura lying a short distance to 
the west of Singahi. The population in 1901 amounted to 5,928 
persons, of whom 3,784 were Hindus, 1,503 Musalmans, and 
eleven others. Brahmans are the best represented Hindu caste. 
The village contains a dispensary, a large upper primary school, 
a cattle-pound, and a bazar in which markets are held twice a 
week. The village lands cover 2,623 acres and conast of a long 
and narrow strip, the southern half of which lies below the high 
bank of the Suheli and is for the most part inferior broken 
ground liable to flooding. The upper portion adjoining the 
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large village of Singahi stands high and is fairly cultivated. 
The revenue is Es. 1,600. The place belongs to the Eani 
of Khairigarh, who has her residence here. Singahi has 
largely grown of late years, for at the first census of 1869 
the population was only 3,499 persons. From 1801 to 1816 
Khairigarh vras under the British and a police-station was 
established here. In 1810 the lease of the pargana was taken by 
Captain Hearsey, who resided at this place till the Nepal war of 
1812; the ruins of his bungalow are still to be seen near the 
village. Another European, one Mr. Carbery, a merchant, settled 
here about the same time, but was soon afterwards murdered by 
the Eaja of Dhaurahra. 

SINGHA, Pargana KHAiBiOi^RH, TahsU Nighasak. 

A large and thickly populated village in the east of the 
pargana, lying in latitude 28® 19' north and longitude 80® 66' 
east, a mile and a half north-east of Singahi and a short distance 
east of the road to Banbirpur. It is one of the best villages of 
the uplands of this pargana, and is well cultivated by Kurmis 
and others. The area is 2,440 acres, most of which is cultivated. 
Along the northern boundary flows the Jauraha stream. The 
population numbered 3,434 persons at the last census, and reside 
in two large sites known as Singha Kalan and Singha Khurd. 
The place forms part of the Khairigarh estate and pays a 
revenue of Rs. 2,200. 


SISAIYA, Pargana Fibozabad, Tahsil NiOHASAiir. 

A large village three miles south-east of Dhaurahra, in latitude 
27'' 58' north and longitude 81® 9' east, at the junction of the 
roads from Matera and Dhaurahra to Isanagar. The population 
in 1901 was 1,726, which shows a considerable decline since the 
previous census, when it totalled 2,064. About one-fourth of the 
inhabitants are Musalmans, while Lodhs form the prevailing 
Hindu caste. They chiefly live in the central site; but there 
are several small hamlets. The village lands are traversed in 
the south-west by the Dahawar, in the neighbourhood of which 
is some inferior waste ; the rest is well cultivated and bears good 
crops of maize. The total area is 3,422 acres, and the revenue 
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Es. 2,600. The place belongs to the Jangre taluqdar of 
Isanagar. There is a small aided school here. 

SRINAGAE, Pargana Sbinaqae, Fahail Lakhimpub. 

This village, -which gives its name to the pargana, is a place 
of little importance, lying in latitude 28® 6' north and longitude 
80® 47' east, about a mile to the west of the road from Lakhim* 
pur to Nighasan, at a distance of eleven miles north of the former, 
three mileg from the police-station of Phulbihar, and two miles 
south of the CJhauka. Srinagar was formerly a much larger 
place and the headquarters of the Musahnan Bisens, who had a 
brick fort here. The village was almost wholly destroyed by a 
flood on the Chauka some 70 years ago. The old bed of the 
river lies to the east of the -Tillage with extensive stretches of 
high grass jungle on either side. The village lands cover 2,890 
acres, but the cultivated area is small; there is a fair block of 
cultivation round the main site, chiefly on the west. To the 
north the soil is hght and poor. The village is purely agricul- 
tural and contained at the last census a population of 1,000 
persons, of whom 231 were Musalmans; Ahirs are the chief 
Hindu caste. There is a small school here, but nothing else of 
any importance. The revenue of the village is Rs. 1,150 and the 
proprietor is the Chauhan taluqdar of Mahewa. 

SRINAGAR Pargana, Tahsil Lab:himptjb. 

This large pargana forms the eastern portion of the tahsil, 
being the south-eastern continuation of Bhur. Like that pargana, 
it li® between the Chauka and U1 rivers, the former separating it 
from Dhaurahra on the north and east, while the latter constitutes 
the boundary between Srinagar and Kheri on the south-west. 
In the south-eastern comer the U1 bends northwards to join the 
old bed of the Chauka, and here for a short distance the pargana 
marches with the Sitapur district. The physical characteristics of 
the pargana are somewhat varied. Along the U1 there is a 
narrow strip of low lying tarai, which is flooded during the 
Huna; the soil is mainly clay and of an inferior character. Be- 
yoiid this a belt of high soil nms parallel to the river -with an 

width, of about three miles; it resembles the highlying 
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lands of Kheri, to wMck it formerly belonged, bat its character 
is no so good. The-soil is a fair loam. The rest of the pargana 
is of a very poor description, generally precarious and always 
unhealthy. The country is scored with old channels of the Chaaka 
and with numerous watercourses, such as the Bland wa, Bandhai and 
Junai lianas. About 1830 the Chauka caused a great change in the 
general aspect of this tract; it left its usual channel and instead 
adopted a small backwater that ran to the east and south of 
Srinagar and entered the Kandwa near Mahewa. The result was 
that not only were these two large and flourishing vill^es 
destroyed, but also an area of some fifty square miles was sub- 
merged and utterly ruined. About thirty years later the river 
returned to its old channel. The deserted bed, as well as the 
many other watercourses, is marked by a stretch of barren sandy 
soil, locally called tapar, which dries up very quickly and pro- 
duces but poor crops. Generally the soil in the north of the 
pargana is a light loam, varied by clay in the depressions. The whole 
is almost entirely dependent on the rainfall ; but as the pargana 
is mainly held by large proprietors, the really precarious villages 
are few. The worst are Sitlapur, Ohaphandi and Parsia in the 
south centre near Mahewa, Dudhwa near Phulbihar, Basaigapur 
in the extreme north-west, and Bhurkunda in the north-east. 
The mahals along the Chauka in the south-east are classed as 
alluvial, and are assessed under special terms of settlement. 

The area of the pargana has from time to time been subject 
to great variations, both by the action of the Chauka and otherwise. 
At the first regular settlement an exchange was made of several 
villages of Dhaurahra which lay on this side of the Chauka for 
a portion of Srinagar which extended beyond that river ; and at 
the same time the high lands along the TJl were transferred to 
this pargana from Kheri. The area at the first regular settle- 
ment was 144,386 acres or 225 square miles, of which 61 per 
cent, was cultivated. In 1904 the total area was 142,824 acres or 
223 square miles, and the land under the plough was 84,119 
acres or B8‘8 per cent., 22,073 acres bearing a double crop. The 
development of the pargana has been fairly steady, as the average 
cultivation from 1884 to 1895 was 81,969 acres, and the only 
notable variations occurred after the floods and cholera epidemic 
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of 1894 and during the famine two years later. Since the last 
settlement progress has been more rapid and the figures of 1904 
are the highest on record. In the latter year the oulturable 
area was 42,836 acres; this included 3,162 acres under groves 
and 26,464 acres of fallow, mostly of old standing. Much of the 
so-called oulturable waste is very poor and would hardly repay 
tillage. The barren area is mainly under water or occupied by 
roads and buildings, the actually unoulturable land being only 
1,463 acres. There is but little iri-igation as it is either not 
needed or not obtainable. The total amount watered in 1904 
was only 6'7 per cent, of the cultivation, and even this is above 
the average. The kharif harvest covers a far larger area than the 
rabi. The chief crops are rice, kodon, and maize in the former, 
with a fair amount of urd and sugarcane. In the rabi, wheat 
takes the lead, but is closely followed by barley ; there is also much 
gram cultivation, but tha area under garden crops is small save in 
the south-east corner. 

The cultivation is fair in the old Kheri portion of the par- 
gana, owing to the presence of many Kurmi tenants ; but 
elsewhei-e it is less a question of cultivation than of rainfall. In 
the south-east, between Jagsarh and Raulia, there is a fair number 
of Muraos, who have raised the standard of husbandry to a 
higher pitch than might be expected in a pargana so devoid of 
natural advantages. The most numerous tenants are Kurmis, 
followed by Ahirs, Chamars, Brahmans, Musalmans and Muraos. 
Rents are mainly paid in kind, the cash-rented area being at 
the settlement only one-third of the whole. The average rate 
was then Rs. 4’36 per acre, for low caste tenants being Rs. 4‘5 
and for high caste Rs. 3‘62. The highest rents are paid by 
Muraos and Kurmis. The revenue of the pargana at the summary 
settlement was Rs. 49,865, and this was raised at the regular 
assessment to Rs, 79,138, after the alterations in the boundary. 
At the last settlement the final demand was fixed at Rs. 95,839, 
giving an enhancement of . 17 per cent, on the expiring revenue. 
This includes Rs. 1,995 paid on alluvial mahals assessed condi- 
tionally for the full term, and Rs. 1,020 on other alluvial mnbn.1)a 
treated under the ordinary rules. The net revenue for the 
ordinarily settled portion is Rs. 92,426. 
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The population of the pargana at the last census numbered 
90,116 souls, giving an average density of 404 persons to the 
square mile. Classified by religions there were 77,400 Hindus, 
12,707 Musalmans, the majority of whom are Julahas, and nine 
others. There has been but a slight increase during the past 
thirty years : in 1881 the total was 88,499, and at the following 
enumeration 92,277 ; the subsequent decline having been very 
marked. It is probable, however, that ensuing years will show 
a rapid recovery, as the decrease was due to a succession of 
seasonal calamities. The pargana contains no towns, but there 
are several villages with large populations, such as Baragaon, 
Phulbihar and Atkohna. Means of communication are poor, as 
in all the parganas north of the UL Three roads lead from 
Lakhimpur to Mghasan, Dhaurahra, and Khairigarh; but the 
last of these is impassable during the rains, though at other times 
in fair order. 

There are altogether 146 villages in the pargana, divided 
into 165 mahals. Of the latter, 140 are owned by taluqdars, 16 
by single zamindars, eight are held in joint zamindari, and one 
in pattidari tenure. There are no Musalman landowners. The 
chief proprietors are the Ghauhans, who hold 129 villages, 
while next to them come Kayasths with eleven, Surajbansis with 
three, Sikhs with two, and Kurmis with one. The Raja of Oel 
owns 68 villages; the Rani of Mahewa has 59 villages and one 
mahal; and the Rani of Kaimahra two villages. The Rani of 
Khairigarh owns the Dubela estates of three villages and the 
Kurmi taluqdar of Paila the single village of Sakhetu. The 
Ghauhans estates are all of comparatively recent origin, having 
been forcibly acquired between 1819 and 1830 with the aid of the 
revenue officials of the day. The history of these taluqas has 
been already given in Chapter III. 
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Table III . — Viial Statistics. 




Births. 


! 

Deaths, 

- 

Tear. 

Totals 

Males. 

Ij’emales. 

Bate 

per 

1,000. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Rate 

per 

1,000. 

1 

2 

a 



6 

7 

8 

9 

1891 

31,985 

17,013 

14,'972 

35-40 

22,817 

12,563 

10,254 

25*25 

1892 

34,229 

18,102 

16,127 

37-88 

34,864 

19,205 

15,649 

38-57 

1893 

39,232 

20,681 

18,651 

43*42 

27,753 

14,932 

.12,821 

30-71 

1894 

35,088 

18,209 

16,879 

38-83 

48,030 

25,820 

22,210 

63*15 

1895 

33,505 

17,343 

16,162 

87-07 

40,245 

21,637 

18,708 

44 54 

1896 

24,337 

12,631 

11,706 

26 93 

39,601 

21,533 

18,068 

43’82 

1897 

32,654 

16,723 

16,831 

8603 

30,961 

16,911 . 

-14,060 

34*26 

1898 

40,909 

20,939 

19,970 

45-27 

26,683 

14,185 

. 12,498 

29-53 

1899 

44,700 

23,006 

21,694 

49 47 

32,626 

17,383 

15,243 

86-11 

1900 

40,337 

20,768 

19,569 

44-64 

26,117 

13,913 

12,204 

28-90* 

1901 

42,331 

21,663 

20,668 

46-76 

29,287 

15,274 

14,013 

32-36 

1902 

46,534 

23,974 

22,560 

51*41 

31,468 

t ’ 

16,544 

14,924 

34-76 

1903 

46,195 ' 

24,089 

22,106 

51-03 

42,121 

21,826 

. 20,295 

46-63 

1904 

1906 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

47,847 

I 

25,067 

i 

! 

22,790 

i 

1 

1 

62*86 

1 

[ 

1 

29,609 

1 

1 

16,060 

j 

, j 

! 1 

i 

1 

1 

14,459 

i 

1 

1 

32-60 

.1 


*^The rates from }891 to X900 are calculated from tlje returns of X891 census. 
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Table IV . — Deaths according to came. 




Total deaths from- 

- 


Tear. 

AU 

causes. 

Plague. 

Cholera. 

Small- 

pox. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 


1891 

22,817 


1,421 

187 

20,335 

66 

1892 

34854« 


6,095 

392 

27,297 

64 

1893 

27,763 


416 

1,155 

24,477 

81 

1894 

48,030 


6,847 

780 

39,906 

76 

1895 

40,245 



270 

37,947 

71 

1896 

39,601 

... 

I 362 I 

453 

36,134 

81 

1897 

30,961 


1,058 

1,541 

25,677 

143 

1898 

26,683 


209 

•117 

24,113 

72 

1899 

32,626 

••• 

129 

69 

30,247 

28 

1900 

26,117 


181 

... 

24,018 


1901 

29,287 


1,601 

1 

26,701 

6 

1902 

31,468 

••• 

376 

3 

28,131 

17 

1903 

42,121 

10 

1,062 

74 

32,904 

40 

1904 

1906 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

19U 

1912 

1918 

1914 

29,609 

497 

69 

, 

677 

24, 26 

22 
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Kheri District. 



*Ifo figures available ou account of census operations. 



















Table VI — (continued).— 4rea in acres under the principal crops, tahsil Muhamdi. 
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1,170 
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and 

mixed. 

25,360 

32,04!9 

81,486 

34.424 
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mixed* 

19,472 

20,667 

21,660 
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alone. 

42,212 
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66,827 
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♦ No figtires available ou acoount of census operations. 


Table VI- — (oonoluded).— ^drea' in acres under the prUicipcii crops, tahsil Nighasan. 

Baii. ' : ; KUarff. 


^heri District. 



♦No* figures available on account of census operations* 










Number of persous convicted or bound over in respect of 
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Kheri District 


Table VIII . — GognisaUe crime. 



Numljer of cases investi- 
gated by police — j 

I^umber of persons— 

Tear. 

Suo 

By 

orders of 
Magis- 
i trate, 

1 

Sent up 
for 
trial. 

t i 

[ 

Tried. 

Acquit- 
ted or 
dis- 
charged. 

Con- 

victed. 
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TABiiE IX . — Bevenm demand at successive settlements. 


Year of settlement. 


Pargana. 

1859. 

1868—71. 

1872~7C 

(revi- 

sion). 

1898-1901 

Alluvial 

mahals, 

1901. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Bhur 

... 

36,703 

117,653 

73,075 

98,233 

625 

Paila 

... 

32,248 

57,915 

45,618 

60,048 


Srinagar 


49,8S5 

120,125 

79,138 

92,426 

3,016 

]^ukra Mailanl 

... 

8,713 

27,660 

9,432 

23,437 

... 

Kberi 

... 

79,424 

144,266 

1.21,037 

1,48,663 

... 

Total Talisil Lakbimpur 

206,948 

467,619 

8,28,300 

4,22,707 

3,540 

Atwa Piparia 


7,715 

15,000 

7,593 

11,406 

... 

Aurangabad 

... 

22,401 

36,780 

33,860 

43,685 

... 

Pasgawan 


34,913 

60,705 

68,234 

76,498 


Haidarabad 


30^208; 

49,469 

36,740 

63,077 


Bla^ta , 


. 22,401- 

37,376 . 

37,306 

49,186 


‘Muhami ... 


37,362 

71,086 

56,237 

02,216 

... 

Magdapur... 

... 

5,064 

15,644 

10,984 

11,860 

... 

Total Tabsil Hubamdi^ 

160.0G4 

285,949 

2,39,954 

8,07,826 

... 

Palxa ... ' ’ 


12;333 

38,780 

1(5,623 

9,630 

336 

Bbaurabra 

... 

37,142 

139,666 

81,326 

101,840 

3,490 

Pirc^abad... 

... 

82^34. 

100,619 

5^305 

67,310 

575 

Khairigarh 

... 

17,886 

61,600 

23,489 

31,430 

... 

Nigbasan ... 

... 

26,616 

94,645 

63,565 

73,311 

800 

Total Tabsil Nigbasan, 

126,865 

435,199 i 

2,34,167 

2,83,521 

5,201 

Total Bistriot 

... 

493,872 , 

11,88.667 i 

3,02,411 

10,14,054# 

8,741 


• Net Bum realizable, 





Table X.-^-Preaent demand for revenue and cesses, 1311 Fasli. 
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Kheri District. 
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Kheri District. 


Table XII. — Stamps. 




Receipts from — 


rear. 


Nou- 

Judicial. 

Court fee 
including 
copies. 

All sources 

Total 

charges. 

1 


2 

8 

4 

5 



Rs. 

Rr. 

Rs. 

Rs, 

1890-Sl 


17,632 

36,221 

53,942 

1,435 

1891-92 


16,520 

38,073 

55,027 

1,4'^9 

1892-93 

... 

16,947 

38,987 

66,071 

762 

1893-94 


15,848 

39,803 

66,775 

1,190 

1894-95 

... 

15,364 

36,724 

52,144 

976 

1896-96 

... 

14,382 

43,330 

58,265 

702 

1896-97 


15,386 

41,646 

67,081 

597 

1897-98 

N 

13,1P4 

45,190 

58,436 

860 

1898-99 

... 

16,901 

47,093 

68,677 

1,419 

1899-1900 


15,120 

62,666 

67,888 

773 

1900-1901 


15,208 

66,890 

72,957 

829# 

1901-1902 


16,127 

67,277 

74,278 

1,298 

1902-1903 


17,971 

65,511 

74,360 

1,363 

1903- 1904 

1904- 1905 

1905- 1900 

1906- 1907 

1907- 1900 

1908- 1909 

1909- 10 

1910- 11 

1911- 12 

1912- 13 

... 

16,670 

. 

64,867 

72,377 

1,386 


0 









Table XIII.— /-ncome-te. 
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•Separate figures of assessees and tax for incomes under Its. 2,000 and over Bs. 2,000 are not available till 1894-96. 



Kheri District. 

Table XIV .-Income-tax by tahsils (Part IF only). 


Talisil 

L'lkliiDipur. 


I Tahsil Muliamdi.! 


Talisil 

Nighasan. 


Undof 

•» _ Cl nrvrv XiS, 


Under I 11^2^000 v 2^000. gmo 

Es. 2,000-1 2^_ Year. 2,000. Year. 2,000. 

Year, ’ ' 7 ; 


H S g 

H •< S 



Ks. 

1899-1900376 

6,248 34 

1900-1901 401 

6.65837 

1901-1902 381 

6,20041 

1902-1903 399 

6,68330 

1903-1904 87 

2,145 32 

1904-1906 

i 

1906-1906 

1 

]. 

1906-1907] 

j 

i 

1907-1906. 

j 

..i 

1908-1909j 

1 

1 

1909-10 

1 

1910-11... .. 


1911- 12... 

1 

1912- 18...! 

1 


2 3 4] 

i“Rir“ 


X M H 

o3 w c3 

E-l H H 


1901- .1902 198 3,440 18 

1902- 1903 184 3,213 17 

1903- 1904 72^1,91515 

1904- 1905 
1906-1906 

1906- 1907 

1907- 1908 

1908- 1909 I 

1 

1909- 1910 I 

1910- 11 . { 

1911- 12... 

1912- 13 . 

1913- 14... 


Es. 

1,982 1890-97... 165 
1,6901897-98... 161 
12,4301898-99... 161 
2,670 1899-1900 204 
2,196 1900-1901 256 
2,118 1901-1902 249 
1,860 1902 1903 242 
i 1,810 1908-1904 56 

1904- 1906 

1905- 1906 

1906- 1907 

1907- 1908 

1908- 1909 

1909- 10... 

1910- 11... 

1911- 12... 

1912- 13... 


Es. Es.' 
2,440 4 1778 

2,378 6 939 

2,442 7 1,143 

2,997 11 1,476 

3,777 12 1,692 

I 3,559 12 1,672 

- 3,43813 1,608 

i 1,393 14 1,616 




Table XV. — District Board. 


APPENDIX, 


xyii 


o 

3 

'B 

a 

9 

A 

X 

2c? 

Debt, 

00 
I— < 

j« • efei’ 

Pounds, 

r 

H 

- o S 3 S 3 

^ c» CD rjlio r-l 

Civil 

works. 

o 

00 00 oq <M 00 00 oq OS <M ID ^ -tfi oq 

•"< o' t> cq*' CO*' ocT oeTocT oTicT ccTc^i^ 

cocqcqsqrHcqeqcqcqcoco^coio 

Mis- 

cella- 

neous, 

lO 

r-K 

i> CO cq no 00 CO uo oscqcoi-i 

tat>-U3COeOJtOiOxa 

^ ^ ’Sj) ^ CO r-j r-1 ; : ; iH r-i 

||J 

OQ 


o oq 00 1-- O O ■■ 

-• lO OCOCOOS-^O 

^ : .iH ; ; : : : cq co co co ^ / 

Medi- 

cal. 

CO 
1— J 

-flodiooco*>-ost>cqi--t2'<acocp 
-•COCOlOOOJ'-lOiHOSMOq-^l COCOAS 
^osiooooooqoco xo O CO io CO CD 

^ i>raroo''t> 00 00" 00* 00 odxCi^ odi> 

Educa- 

tion, 

Icq 

r-J 

r-iCOHOj-ltOCOaOr-ieOqOWrHr-lN 
^ CO O O rH Ir^oo COSTCO «-i iO CD CO^OS o 
cTcs oTcT ocTocq'-^'Joi^oo'i-risr 
rtXfFHoqcqcqoqcqcqcqeqoqcoco 

Gene- 

ral 

admi- 

nistra- 

tion. 

fH 

fH 

(MCOC3SOSCO*0<3Sl>.CDOCOCOOS3iO 
aTost^Ooqooosiqwo^i^^^o 
jS iH fH cq eq rH ^ m r-< io co^co^i> f-n 
r-T I-Tr-Tr-T 

Contri- 
butions 
to Pro- 
vincial 
funds. 

O 

r-< 

OS 

* s 

; j • 5'-^ : 1 : ; ; ; 

Total 

expendi- 

ture. 

i 

cq»-icocqoJ>cocoiot>oo':^OJt>. 

-.-HO»OCq30iHGq-f»05.rH00QCq00 

42 CD CO t- f— 1 CO CD^CO oc^^ 

^ oTccTr-Tc^cs csT acri-4'<^ ws os ifiTccrcr 
joi5i0»o^«0iocoa5isi>oo 


Per- 

ries, 

00 

00 O 00 OS O CO 

• OCOt>-i>r-tX>iO 

® , ; ; ; . : *. CO^OS Cq rH »0 

OS CO oq CO xo OS 

1 -^ W I~t !-■< r-t 

Pounds. 

c- 

r-».-ir-(Oooso:SL'-cqco'«p^o:5 

-•lOcqcqo-^oooxoaor-tooosT-i*^ 

ccTccT ccTccTod'-s^xfisoscrcqt^roc? 

^ rH I— J i—l 

OB 

•♦a 

’S 

o 

9 

Civil 

works. 

CO 

I-H JC-^OOQO-^lCOSjOqiO 

-CO oq eq t- o 00 o CD T-j 

^ : : ; : r-i r-i cq to o^xo co^co^co 

^ - CO f-? i-T 

»— c 

Mis- 

cella- 

neous, 

iO 

J>. I-I r-« i-< O CO CO l>- r-I CO CO J>- 

_Q-aO'^oq'^'^Q'<i<N<5coxocqcDX> 
5rHCqw.-I5qcqi-{lOiOXOr-«i-H>i-4 
* »' 

irt es' * 

■sSM 

s 

'•e 


a 

^•3 

a ® 


*-4 cq l> cq CD xo CO t> ® rH OS !>. 00 

O’^CO OcOcocDi>-Ocoxoooi>. 
®C0GSOr-H050S0Sr-li-tr-{0C^C^Cq0S^ 
^iHi-?oqoq»-?i-?i-5‘cq'oq‘cq‘oq'Dfcfq‘f-? 

Educa- 

tion. 


ai*OqcOr-<COQOCQTfl^OSOCqWT-<CO 

^xor^cqoocoaocqr-icOTgcoTpQ^ 

WxoosOT-rOcqcoosco O 

CO co'*'^ rjT rj" rjT iS iO CD*' cd' co" > 

Year. - 

iH 

1890- 91 ... 

1891- 92 ... 

1892- 93 ... 

1893- 94 ... 

1894- 96 .. 

1896-96 ., 

1896- 97 .. 

1897- 98 .. 

1898- 99 . 

1899- 1900.. 

1900- 1901., 

1901- 1902.. 

1902- 1903.. 

1903- 1904,. 

1904- 1906.. 
1906-1906.. 

1906- 1907.. 

1907- 1908.. 

1908- 1909.. 

1909- 10 .. 

1910- 11 ... 

1911- 12 ,. 

1912- 13 .. 
1918-14 ... 


• Formeiiy net receipts only were shown. From this year receipts and also expenditure are given, 
fFrom this year the gross receipts from femes were for the drst time credited to the District Board. 




Table XVI . — Munioipality of LakJiwipur. 


xvin 


Ehevi District 


« 

u 

p 

P 

37 

ClH 

pS 

Total. 

30 

•H 

.CD-twr^rHr^coGOpocoo^i^r^CJ 

OOrHlCOOOOCOCq^igCO-H^COrHW 

^rHCOCDCO»-iiHU5CD>3»0^'^0'-3l CD^ 

J> CO l>ri> C4‘ ^ O O M Jo' 00 O 

rH rHi-HrHrHCO<NrH0?I 

g g 


oooost^'^apo^occo-icoppfic’ 

,.;(MCDO3(MCO^C01d<rpOaC0-?C3Tjl 

5cr. cot-ooNocN 00 

^ rH cf <?f iH CQ cq i--r CD iH 

tH 

Public 

In- 

»truc- 

tion. 

£3 

pH 

.O-HOQOb-OOl>.''<?OC0C0p-H 

taNC^IcqcScqiOcqCQI^OirHgOXdp 

:4iHcqoocq<y»c4<MoJiir3coa3 

rH rH 

J « 

;3’2 

o,^ 


.•'^ir-.cD03-4'oor-c«i<MrH'iHioijnico 
95b-e0Ot>'r-l>U300Q0l'-lDt35C0C0 
:^CO*<fl--rfl<M'«?^COC!|0OO500 C0O3-H^ 
c<r i-T cq n' CO co" N US' <n ©sT ccT 

Hospi- 
tals and 
Dispen- 
saries. 

T? 

rH 

oo o O O O O O O Q Q O -rH >3» 00 ! 

iJcq'rg'rficqcqeq-re'^H'^'-^'cocot’--; 
^C0Cq(NrHrHrHCq©3Cq(MCiSC0CC- 

Con- 

ser- 

vancy. 

cc 

l-K 

ajcqi>-Hpi>»cqosi>.HP-Hio-rpcqos 
„-oooooc3scoeqoousrHcoeococous i 

^ CO CD US IN O cq CO^CO^OO^O^CD -^^US I 

’^rHrHCqrHOqcqco'cOOqcq-^-tirCO-^'' 

Water supply 
and^drainage. 

Main- 

te- 

nance. 

p— i 

. CO QO CO C» O I-H r- O oq 00 00 

so ; : o US CD O CD 00 OS CSI oq rH -rfl 53 

• -cq rHrHOSOOr-.Cqi^.'HflcOO 

rH eq'‘ 

P 

rH 

rH 

OOQCD Cq'tflCOUSrHlNOCSSO 
^ . . CD ^ CD US rH <5 cq IN US O 00 I-H 

S : : CO ^ rH rH US rH iO O US 00 

^ cq rH CO" 

c 

n 

P. 

1 

« 2 
.•s 

to 

.rHCOUSCDOOI'-CO-^'rflUSJNUSCDCq 

OOrHlNrH'^COCOUSOS-^OOSCOrHOq 

0^ X JCN 00 O^iq^rH^'^^US^'^^CD^^H rH X^US^ 
rH rH rH iH* rH rH rH Cq* os' -ri* CO 

Admin- 

istra- 

tion 

and 

collec- 

tion 

of 

taxes. 

Oi 

.oqcocot^usocqiN.X'rficDx-rPCO 

«2XC0Gq03USrHrHO»0«l--0StN©q 

00 US CD US X X In cq^us US^CO rH i 

rH l-T rH oq oq cq csT 1 


Total. 

00 

W'^»CqUStNXrHO'^*OJNprHOSX 

.JN.rHxcquscqcqxxo:#CQcqcq 

QQ CD X X X X X^ui^cq O^CO 

x' x" t>r-t#r Qo' -eT ^ co <xP os rH* in’* x ** cd 

rH rHrHi-HrHrHCqcqrHrH 

Other 

sources. 

X’^rH-}lt-XXXXXia»OXJtN 

MXCqXrHrHl^’^*'H^XXX-flXX 

^ cq X X X X o 

cqcqcCcq©rcoco'eoH3frusccr-^'^''t''r 

07 

1 

I 

*3 

CO 

o 

ao:::S::::::;:;: 

V 

d 

t— ( 

d 

lO 

.cq-ftxxoqoxxxrHoxox 

aoXOXX XOOSXcoOlNXCqO 
-^^X^lN ct^cq U:^rH CO X X rf) In X os 
rn" r-T rH cq' CO cdT CO CO -Pi^r US' x" IN VO 

® s 1 
o ^ 

.USOXO-rpXl-XXXCq-ffXX 
so, XXXXXNO-rpXXXrHl'-r-.X 
cq cq cq^x^x o^in cq^o^us os us cq 

— TrHr-rX*' CCrcq''^’'jN US X*'us X^CcT 

Tax on 
houses 
and 
lands. 

CO 

.tr-XOX-rsPrHXX'«lXrH'«flXX 

oaXXr^lUSrH’^X'tfllNrHOOXX 

x^iN X X 0^0 rH^cq x -e *> o 

—T rH r-T r-? r-T ©f ©f cq* C<r CvT CCT CO cq* els' 

•loxiioo 

CM 


§ 

o 


1890- 91 ... 

1891- 93 ... 
1893-93 ... 

1893- 94 ... 

1894- 96... 
1896-96 ... 

1896- 97... 

1897- 93... 

1898- 99 ... 

1899- 1900 

1900- 1901 

1901- 1902 

1902- 1903 

1903- 1904 

1904- 1906 
1906-1906 

1906- 1907 

1907- 1908 

1908- 1909 

1909- 10 ... 

1910- 11 ... 

1911- 12 ... 

1912- 13 ... 

1913- 14... 





Table XVI . — Municipality of Muhandi.* 




SIX 


Expenditure. J 

Total. 

17 1 18 

to eq w th CO CO CO ir- r> oo eq w 1-1 

23 fe ^ S SO fa OO iO O 00 -sfl OQ CO CO 

-H Ov^Oi^CC|^t> O^^rH 0^00 0^0 00 05 Tp 

c<r in' of of of cf CO of of CO*' co*' of 00 * 00 * 

Other 

heads. 

. 00'4»X05U00qOC0t-i-f'?}»OaJO ' . 

an asCOOqCOCOCOt-Oqi-llOCO'eflCOr-l 

oq CO 10 CO t- 05 l> CO CD CO lO CO 05 

Public 

in- 

struc- 

tion. 

cs 

1-1 

CO »0 10 00 X CO 

i-s 

o 

O, ^ 

iO 
— 1 

. iH CO IH 10 i-{ t- 1>- 00 CO 10 »0 lO 10 05 

« ooaO'MO'^coOi-Hcot'^r-i-fiooo . 
r-l oq 10 U5 -lip '-^1 oq tH f-1 rH CO M oq 

rH 

Hospi- 
tals and 
Diapen- 
aarles. 


0 to CO CD 

^ .xococo 

o « S 
^ g 

00 

. »-t t- X CO 1-1 0 1 -q 00 -P 0 oc CO 05 

an Jt>.O04OC0C005*ip^-pt0C0i005 
p- lOlOtOCOlOiOCOCOCDCOCDCOCOJL'- 

Water-supply 
and drainage. 

Cl . i 
•S.2 fl 
$ 

CQ 

iH 

^ : ;oqcq*^co^pc<i 1 — < 1 — < ji—io 

^ - iH • 

Capi- 

tal. 

fH 

-t 

_* I-ICO^ 01^005^0 00 

^ , .t-O^ .iOMX'ipCO . J>»0 

^ : oqoqcooq : i-» 0 

i-T 

if 1 

o 
— 1 

. X i> 0 0 -pi 0 w Jt - 0 00 X 0 CO CO 

00 ;3^rHOJL--X05»HXi-WC<H>-XXX 

x:ots,xxcoxxxxxi>a>t'- 

Admin- 
istra- 
tion and 
collec- 
tion of 
taxes. 

5o‘ -}lrHXlOOCq’P»XOqiHCClX05CO 

.5 t-i-icqx-ioicqcqoqto-pwcoo 
^ lDXi-(r-(oqr-i<MCqoqWCqcq(M(M 

Income. * j 

Total. 

( 

X 

. X w l> CO 10 r-» X C5 cq -pi t-. 00 -P 

30 XXI'-'P»Tj*X05C0C»XC0tN.'plX 

2^ 0 C5 X cq 0 05 -P t- 

cq" cq* cf cf CO oiT 5^ CO CO* of CO oq* CO x* 

Other 

sources. 

t- 

JO 005X-P*XXO'^fH-p(XJ-*©qX 

^ ot-xxoowqxxTp-pixxo 
•3-1 05 X X X 1 -^ 10^0 0 05 x^ 

1 — ( r— i i—l rf 1 — ( 1 — ( r-l rH 1 — 1 10 , 

00 

cd 

O 

, 

CO j 

— 1 
i£i 


OD 

■*S 

09 

03 

. eq 05 10 X X 05 lo cq to X cq 

00 C0XXXXt-0.iOX05CqXXX 

2^ 1-q r-< 1—1 i—l I—l »— 1 I—l 1—1 to 1—1 r-l 

^ g 
oS 


. •picqcD©qcD'picoxx,--io»^ocq 

00 «3C3505Jt>Xr-it0XOi0 05i0C0'p« 

p;^ I-I I-I <M 

Taxon 

houses 

and 

lands. 

CO 

(M 

i>- rH X cq JC- X -pi X X 0 CD *0 !>. | 

CO 0 1-1 lO CD X C ?5 1-1 rH rfl rH 10 1-1 to 

X cq to i-^o CO txs^cq^x^cq^ 

1-4* 1-4* 1—1 1-4* 1-1 »-4* oq* I-T 1 — l iH 1 — l r-l 

1 

Octroi. 

P 5 

- -S' 

tS 

1—1 

1890- 91... 

1891- 92... 

1892- 93.. 

1893- 94.. 

1894- 95.. 
1896-96... 

1896- 97... 

1897- 98... 

1898- 99 . 

1899- 1900 

1900- 1901 

1901- 1902 

1902- 1903 

1903- 3,901 

1904- }190S 
1906-I90e 

1906- 1905 

1907- 1906 

1908- 1906 

1909- 10.. 

1910- 11.. 

1911- 12.. 

1912- 13., 

1913- 14.. 


* Converted into a notified area on Ist April, 1904. 



Itheri histriei. 


Jc± 


Table XVII. — BiaPribution of Police, 1904. 


Thanav 

Sub- 

Inspec- 

tors. 

Head 

Con- 

stables. 

Con- 

stables. 

Muni- 

cipal 

Police. 

Town 

Police. 

Eural 

Police. 

Bead 

Police. 

1 

2 



5 

6 

7 

8 

IiakMmptir 


4 

1 

16 

23 

5 

250 


0ola 

... 

4 


12 

... 

... 

190 

12 

Muharndt 


4 

■ 

16 


11 

152 

6 

Nigliasan 

... 

4 

1 

16 


... 

179 

... 

Mitauli 


3 

■1 

12 


... 

163 

2 

Itanagar 

... 

3 


12 

... 

... 

133 

... 

Kimgaon 

... 

2 

■1 

8 

«•» 

... 

143 

... 

Basgawan 

... 

3 

H 

8 


... 

121 

8 

Dhauralira 

... 


■ 

12 


5 

129 

... 

Hinlbihar 

... 


■ 

8 


... 

106 

... 

Bbira 

... 

i 

2 


8 

1 

... 

106 

4 

!E^Iia 

... 

2 

■ 

8 


... 

69 

... 

CSIril Beserve 

... 

9 

11 

45 


... 


... 

Armed Police 


1 

i 

i 

16 

78 


< 

1 





40 

39 

266 

23 

21 

1,730 

32 












xti 


Table XVIII. — Edueaiicm. 


, 


Total. 


Secondary education. 

Primary edpcation 

* Year. 

o 

Scholars. 


Scholars. 

■ 

Scholars. 

0 

eS 

ta ta 

02 

ai 

O 

OB 

© 

a 

QB 

0 

1 

CQ 

ee* * 
© 

- - -to - 

a 

a 

I 

Males, 

* 'ar 

Q3 

*3 

a 

r® 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

0 

10 

1896-97 ... 

92 

3,591 

147 

5 

554 

.. 

86 

3,032 

147 

1897-98 ... 

97 

3,649 

171 

6 

538^ 

•** 

90 1 

3,109 

171 

1898-99 ... 

’99 

3,856 

112 

i 5 

' 532 

... 

93 

! 3,304 

112 

1899-1900 ... 

118 

3,996 

137 

6 

614 

... 

111 

3,366 

137 

1900-1901 ... 

125 

4,141 

134 

6 

639 


118 

3,486 

134 

1901-1802 ... 

128 

4,212 

156 

6 

657 

... 

121 

3,627 

156 

1902-1903 ... 

1 167 

0,776 

135 

6 

724 

... 

161 

5,052 

136 

1903- 1804 ... 

1904- 1905 ... 

1905- 1900 ... 

1906- 1907 ... 

1907- 1908 ... 

1908- 1909 ... 

1909- 10 ... 

1910- 11 ... 

1911- 12 ... 

1912- 13 ... 

1913- 14 ... 

J63 

5,646 

189 

6 

700 

" 

157 

4,946 

189 


















icni 


Sheri Disirici^ 


LIST OF SCHOOLS, 1904 


A. — Second ABY. 


] 


Tahsil. 


B . 

IS s 

r 


Pargana. 


Locality, 


Class of School. 


Cheri 


•I 


Lalcbimpur 

Ditto (D h a r a m- 
Sabha). 

Kheri 


High School 
Anglo-V'ernacular 

Middlc-Vornacular 


Iverage 

attend- 

ance. 


77 

84 

144 


u 

a ^ 


Muhamdi 

Pasgawan 

Aurang- 

abad. 


Kheri 


>3 


Srinagar... ( 


Bhnr 


Mnhamdi 

Barwar 

Aurangabad 

B.— Pbimabt. 

Oel 

Lagcha 

Kaimahra 

Amirtaganj 

Nagar 

Piparia Andu 

Madanian 

Bhira Ghasi 

Bhulanpur 

Pirpnr 

Haneora 

Lahhim pur 

Lhaurahra 

Lakhimpur 

Chawich 

Gopalapur 

Lakhnapur 

Sarhauna 

Hasnapur 

Si sauna 

Baipur 

Banka 

Katkusma 

Lakhperaganj 

Atkohna 

Srinagar 

Phulbihar 

Khaiyan 

Hakha 

Mnazzamabad 
N^audhan 
Mahewasani 
Kothia ** 

... 

Haudpur 

Baragaon 

Bijna 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Upper Primary 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Lower Primary 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

girls’ 

Aided Primary 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Upper Primary 
Ditto 

Lower l*rimary 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Aided Primary 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Upper Primary 
Ditto 

Lower Primary 
. Ditto 


139 

78 

94 


77 

71 

62 

36 
20 
29 

37 

19 
24 
16 

7* 

34 

20 
16 
26 
18 
28 
12 
20 
14 
11 
12 

40 

36 

19 
17 
11 
17 
20 * 
38 
22 

20 
13 

67 

34 

24 

23 


• Ck»urt of Ward,* School, 


Muhamdi. LakMmpur — fconcludedj. 


A-PPMNlytX. 


Sxili 


LIST OP SCHOOLS, 1S04,— ('continued J. 


B.--Pbimabt — f continued J. 


Tahsil, 


Pai'gana, 


Bhur — 

I (ooncUid- 
I ed) 


iKukra ... 


Paila 


Muliaitidi 


Pasgawan 


! 

Locality. 

t 

Class of School. 

Average 

attend- 

ance. 

fl Gondhia ... 

Lower Primary 

20 

i } Nausar Gularia 

Ditto 

26 

i * Bhira ... 

Ditto 


1 

Basulpanali 

Ditto 

20 

j 

Agar Khurd 

Ditto 

10* 

f 

Budpur 

Aided Primary 

23 

\ 

Malukapur 

Ditto 

19 


Chaurathia 

Ditto 

21 


Kurliaiya 

Ditto 

19 


Muuda Sawaran 

Ditto 

15 

V 

Slieopuri 

, Ditto 

20 

/ 

Boshannagar 

1 Lower Primary 

24 

\ 

Kukra 

Aided Primary 

15 

J 

Mailani 

Ditto 

17 


Sansarpur 

Ditto 

19 


Paila 

Upper Primary 

67 


Bampur G-okul 

Ditto 

62 


Karan pur 

Ditto 

44 


Bhallia ... 

Ditto 

48 


Parsehra... 

Lower Primary 

33 


Karao pur Hiblia 

Ditto 

12« 

\ 

Byhauli ... 

Ditto 

9* 


Karanpur 

Aided Primary 

23 


Wazirnagar 

Ditto 

27 


Sakethu ... 

Ditto 

20 


Sangawan 

Ditto 

20 


Kliamaul... ... i 

Ditto 

15 


1 

. Muliamdi ... ! 

Private, girls' ... j 

31 

Ditto ... 

Primary, girls' 

16 

1 , Bajapur ... 

Upper Primary ... j 

42 

Sisaura ... 

Lower Primary ... ’• 

20 


Kachnar ... 

Aided Primary 

16 

; 

Budhi Khurd 

Ditto ... i 

18 


Khirya ... 

Ditto 

20 

i 

Gulauli 

Ditto 

23 

1 

Asauwa ... 

Ditto 

16 

y 

Pasgawan 

Upper Primary 

50 


Kakrahi 

t Ditto 

46 


Mullanpur 

Ditto 

67 


Barwar 

Ditto, girls' ... 

15 


Jasmandi 

Lower Primary 

21 

\ 

Bankegaon 

Ditto 

22 


Maqsudpur 

Ditto 

22 


Dhandhel 

Aided Primary 

27 


Gonan ... 

Ditto 

19 


Jalalpur ... 

Ditto 

17 

\ 

Dilawarpur •*. 

Ditto 

20 


’* Court of Wards’ Solioo], 







'Kyx]xfi\a6X^ (concluded ), 


LIST OP SCHOOLS, 1904 — (hontinued)* 


B. — Pbimaby — (contimied ) . 


Talisil* Pargana. 


^d) 


Haidar- 

abad 


Afcwa Pipa- 
ria 


d a- ( 
ir I 


Aurang- 

abad 


Locality. 

Class of Scbool. 

Average 
attend- 
ance. . 

Cbbolabari 

Aided Prim ary 

21 

Ajbapur ... 

Ditto 

18 

Ba tan pur 

Ditto 

16 

Moliiuddinpur 

Ditto 

17 

Panabpnr 

Ditto 

7 

Ditto 

Ditto, girls’ ... 

7 

Haidarabad 

XT p per Primary 

65 

Ahinadnagar 

Ditto 

69 

Sikandarabad 

Ditto 

101 

Gola 

Ditto 

90 

Madarpnx* 

Ditto 

68 

Alipur 

Ditto 

42 

Kotwara ... 

Lower Primary 

81 

Gbarthanian 

Ditto 

24 ^ 

Sobela 

Aided l*rimary 

21 

Sarsa 

Ditto 

22 

Eaipnr ... 

Ditto 

12 

Roshaunagar 

Ditto 

28 

Bilahri 

Ditto 

22 

Piparia 

Lower Primary 

28 

Magdapnr 

Ditto 

20 

Amirnagar 

• • Ditto 

20 

Saraiyan,,. 

Aided Primary 

17 

Kasta 

Upper Primary 

39 

Mitanli ... 

Ditto 

66 

Dateli 

Lower Primary 

27 

Babanua ... 

Ditto 

24 

Kanabhera 

Ditto 

33 

Pachdeora 

Ditto 

21 

Dari 

Aided Primary 

21 

Dahar 

Ditto 

28 

Khaxnaria 

Ditto 

21 

Lalbanwa 

• Ditto 

22 

Bhikliampur 

Ditto 

24 

Kalwa 

ITpper Primary 

93 

Maikalganj 

Ditto 

39 

Kburramnagar 

Lower Primary 

22 

Aurangabad 

Ditto, girls’ ... 

22 

Kalwa 

Ditto, girls’ ... 

25 

Baiknan 

Aided Primary 

29 

Bkagotipnr 

Ditto 

20 

Cbanganpnr 

Ditto 

17 

Jamnnian ... 

Ditto 

24 

l4Ldhiai 

Ditto 

11 

Dkakaura ... 

Ditto 

10 



Nighasan. 




LIST OP SCHOOLS,. 1904— 


B. — Pe imae y — ( concluded ) . 


Tahsil. Pargana, 


‘Locality. 


Class of School. 


Average 

attend- 


Nighasan 


Padhua ... 

Majhgain 

Tirkaulia 

Nighasan 

Jhandipnrwa 

Khamaria 

Rakheti ... 

Khairana 

Khairani 

Lodhanri 

Kharohia 

Pali a Kalan 
Palia Khurd 

Singahi ... 


I Motipur .. 


Pirozabad 


Bhaurahra 


Isanagar... 
Birsinghpur 
Katauli ... 
Adlispur... 
Pirozabad 
Sisaiya ... 

Bhauralira 
j Kafara ... 
Matora ... 
Amotbi ... 
Bulhi ... 
Ramia Bihar 
I Abhaipnr 
Maharajnagar 
Bilawalpnr 
Serari 


Upper Primary 

Lower Primary 
Bitto 
Bitto 
Bitto 
Bitto 
Bitto 

Aided Primary 
Bitto 
Bitto 
Bitto 

Upper Primary 

Aided Primary 

Upper Primary 

Lower Primary 
Bitto 

Upper Primary 
Bitto 
Bitto 

Lower Primary 

Aided Primary 
Bitto 

Upper Primary 
Bitto 

Lower Primary 
Bitto 
Bitto 
Bitto 
Bitto 

Aided Primary 
Bitto 
. Bitto 







APPENDIX. 


xxvii 


Roads, 1904. 


Lengthy 


• B. — Loo AX. — (GOAoluded), 

V. — Sixth class roads, cleared only. 

BliaiipTir to Mirpnr, Kheri, Banskliera and Hatkipur 
Bhira to Dariabad 
Dbaurahra to Sisaiya ... 

Hatera to Sisaiya, Isanagar and Katanli 
Kberi to Oel 
Oel to Kaimahra 

Kardbaiya to Kafara and Dbaurahra 
Aurangabad to Magdapur and Piparia 
Mamri to Piparia 
Bburwara to Gola-Aliganj road 
Wesley pur to Gola-Aliganj road ... 

Singahi to Bbartbapur ferry 
Palifk to Kba j uria 

Fort to Bambanpur ... ... 

Fort to Kbairigarh ... ... 

Kbairigarb to Hlobbia ... » 


Gbastd Totai. 


Miles. 

furs. 

18 

0 

15 

0 

6 

0 

20 

0 

6 

0 

15 

0 

17 

0 

IS 

0 

10 

0 

2 

0 

8 

0 

9 

0 

24 

0 

6 

0 

4 

0 

2 

0 

174 

0 

667 

6 


Kigliasan, Talisil. 


XXVUl 


Kheri District 


PEREIES, 1904. 


j 

Pargana. 


'Khairigarh 




I 


Nigbasan .../ 


Dhaarahra 




Firozabad...C 


River. 


Kaariala . . . 


Sarju 


Do. 


Cliaaka 




-1 


Ghagra 
Kauriala ^ 

Hardbua ^ 
Sukbni ... ^ 
Dabawar ... 


Baba ITala 




Cbauka 


Kauriala 


\ 


Eiaariala Soti 


Ferry. 

Management. 

In- 

come, 

Man jbra . 

District Board, 

Rs. 

690 

Batbanwa 

Private 

... 

Gbazipur 

Ditto 


Bairla 

Ditto 

... 

Dkaharwa 

Ditto 


Bangalia 

Ditto 

... 

Lai pur 

Ditto 

... 

. Sirsi 

District Board, 

1,830 

Paebperi 

Ditto 

4,400 

Talia Kunda 

Ditto 4 

620 

Muria Mabadeo... 

Ditto 

430 

Grant No. XI ... 

Private 


Kbamaria 

District Board, 

io 

Sbitaba ... i 

Ditto 

♦437 

Matera 

Ditto 

715 

Sujauli 

Ditto (Bah- 


Cbak Naitbu 

raicb). 

Private 


Amotbi 

Ditto 

... 

Jagnupur 

Ditto 

... 

Basantapur 

Ditto 


Narupur 

Ditto 

, , , 

Dbobigbata 

Ditto 


Sargara 

Ditto 


Bebua 

Ditto 

,, , 

Sberpur 

Ditto 

... 

Materia 

Ditto 


Mainaba 

District Board, 

2,460 

Urra 

Ditto 

1,920 

Dulamau 

Ditto 

2,925 

Mabaria 

Ditto 

976 

Kacblaba 

Private 

... 

Mundi 

Ditto 

... 

Gangolia 

Ditto 

... 

Sakbetu 

Ditto 

... 

Aira 

Ditto 


Rebaria 

Ditto 

... 

Zalimnagar 

District Board 


Tbatwa 

(Babraicb). 

Ditto 


Ganapur 

Ditto 


Cbandauli 

Ditto 

... 

Singawar 

Private 


Bela 

Ditto 


Kabraba 

Ditto 

... 


* fb^se two f^rriea W Hiana^ in alteamate yoar s by tbe Kberi and Babraicb Boardt, 


Muhamdi. Lakhim2)tir. INifjliasan—f'cfm'ZttdJcc? Talisil# 
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Firozabad — J j 
(concluded).) j 


Dahawar 


Eanjitganj 

Naurangpur 

Sadhwapui* 

Godpurwa 

Mandeora 


CliaukaSoti| Eudrighat 


Cliauka 


Old Chanka 


Gbaghi 

Gbagra 


Srinagar ... J 


Atwa Piparia Katbna 
Magdapur... Do. 


^ Aurangabad Do. 


Mubamdi ... 


. I Patwara 
j Srinagar 
I Kbamaria 
i Kbarcbana 
j Kataia 
Narausa 

/ Maksoba 
Cbapebdi 
Pasia 

J Daudpur 
I Naugaza 
I Sarsawa 
i Kebaria 
Naudban 
Mabola 
Bednanpur 
Kainacbbia 
Takiagbafc 
Banwaripur 
Barbagbat 
Bilabri 
Eebua 
Dumobani 
Katkusma 
Kirtiapur 
Pipri 
V Nakba 
Manwapur 

Cbaituwa 
r Jamnagbat 
( Korwa 

^ Aliapur 
I Katbnagbat 

J Wailigbat 
Cbailia 
Bbadaria 
Usri 
^ Biana 


( Madher 
J Maina 
* Sandori 
I Purena 


Private 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


District Board, 
Ditto 
Private 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 




Muliamdi — 
(^concluded). 




K fieri District 


PEREIKS, im4^---(conoludedj. 


Tahsil. Pargana. j River, i Ferry. 


j Magda pur Gumti 

N Pasgawaa Do. 

Aurangabad... Do, 


f S Marwa 
J I Marhighat 
...V j Bareli ti 
j • Pipragliat 
I Maliadeoghat 
BUotia 
( Marena 
-f Koila Kandu 
*“ "j Alia pur 
^ Kotlia 



Management. 


Diufcrict Board 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

District Board 
Private 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


In- 

come, 

Rs. 

81 




appendix, 


XXXI 


POST-OFFICES, 1904. 


Talisil. 

r 

i 

! : 

Pargana. j 

1 i 

1 

Post-office. , 

1 

1 

1 

Class. 

Manage- 

ment. 

r 

J 

Lakbimpur ... ; 

Head-office ... 

Imperial. 

1 

Lakh im pur town. 

Sub-office ... 

Ditto, 

i 

Klieri 

Eheri town ... , 

Branch- office. 

Ditto, 

! : 

1 1 

Oel ... ! 

Ditto ... 

Ditto. 

j : 

! 

Phardalian 

Ditto ... 

Ditto. - 

LakMmpiir*< 

Bhur ... ^ 

Bhira 

Ditto ... 

Ditto. 

Munda Sawaran, 

Djtto ... 

Ditto. 


c 

r Kukra railway- 

Ditto ... 

Ditto. 


Kukta ... } 

1 station. 

, Mailani ... ' 

Ditto ... 

Ditto. 


Paila 

Nimgaon ... 

Ditto ... 

Ditto. 


Srinagar 

Phulbihar 

Ditto 

Ditto. 


Mnhamdi ... 

Muhamdi ... 

Sub-office ... 

Ditto. 


c 

Cola 

Ditto ... 

Ditto. 


Haidarabad ... 4 

Kofewara 

Branch-office, 

Ditto. 


1 

Sikandarabad ... 

Ditto ... 

District. 

Muhamdi .«. / 




Impezial, 

Ditto. 


Aurangabad ^ 

Aurangabad 

Ealwa 

Ditto ... 
Ditto ... 


Kasta 

Mitauli 

Ditto ... 

Ditto. 


Pasgawan ... 

Pasgawan 

Ditto ... 

District. 


Nighasan ... 

Nighasan 

Sub-office ... 

ImperiaL 


Jhandipurwa 

Branch-office, 

Ditto. 


Dhaurahra ... ^ 

Aira 

Ditto'" ... 

Ditto. 


Bhaurahra 

Ditto ... 

Ditto. 

Nigkasan 

Palia ... 1 

Dudhwaghat 

1 Ditto ... 

j Bitto. 


Palia Kalan 

Ditto ... 

; Ditto, 


i Firozabad 

Isanagar 

' Ditto ... 

! Ditto. 


'^1 Kbairigarli ... 

Singahi 

Ditto ... 

! Ditto. 


i 
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Lakhimpur. 


Kheri District, 


MARKETS, 1904. 


TahsilJ Pargana. | 


Locality. 


Market days. 


Srinagar 


Kukra-Mailaai 


Kheri 

Bhakwa 

Amirtaganj 

Behjam 

Oel 

Bhulanpur .. 
Sidhanna 
Saida pur 
Bliira Ghasi 
DRaurahra .. 
Kaimahra .. 
Gopalapur .. 
Bargadia 
Tikar 
Lagcha 

Kewalpurwa 

Maliewagani 

Kothia 

Agra 

Lakhpera 

Khusatwa .. 

Kaudhan 

Nandhwa 


Pliulbihar ... 
Baragaon ... 
Gora 
Atkohna 

Mailani 
Sansarpur ... 
Kukra 

Roshannagar 

Rura 

Chauratliia ... 
Munda Kburd 
Bijua 

Rasulpanah 

Bax'agaon 

Laudpur 

Gulariha 

Aliganj 

Kardbaiya Man pur 

Paila 

Bhallia 

Ram pur Gokul 
Bhurwara ... 
Karanpur ... 
GkungcM ... 
Kimgaon 


TV^ednesday and Saturday 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Sunday and Thursday. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Tuesday. 

Sunday and 'Wednesday. 
Tuesday and Saturday. 
Tuesday and Friday. 
Monday and Thursday. 
Monday and Friday^ 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto, 

Tuesday and Saturday. 
Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Wednesday and Saturday. 
Sunday and Wednesday. 
Ditto. 

Monday and Thursday. 
Sunday and Thursday.* 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Tuesday and Friday. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Monday and Thursday. 
Ditto. 

Monday and Friday. 
Sunday and Wednesday. 
Wednesday and vSaturday. 

I Tuesday and Saturday. 
Ditto. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Ditto, 

Monday and Friday. 

Sunday and Wednesday. 
Monday and Thursday. 
Sunday and Thursday. 


APl>EKDIif. 


XXXlll 


MARKETS, 1904 — f aoniinuedj. 


TaRsil 

. Pargana. 

Locality. 

Market days. 


Mnhamdi 

Mnliamdi 

Sunday and Thursday. 


Pasga^ran ... C 

Pasgawan ... 

Mullanpur ... 

Salhia 

TTchaulia 

Phandhel ... 

Barwar 

Bhonanpur ... 

Sisanri Kasir 

Bhanpur 

Ajbapur 

Bitto. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Tuesday and Saturday. 

Ditto. 

Sunday and Wednesday. 
Monday and Thursday, 

Monday and Priday. 

Tuesday and Priday. 
Wednesday and Saturday. 

S > 

Hagdnpur ... ^ 

Magdapur ... 

Amirnagar ... 

Ditto. 

Monday and Priday. 

Atwu Piparia 

Piparia 

Sunday and Wednesday. 

■§1 

Kast^a ... 

Mitaali 

Kasta 

Tuesday and Priday. 

Sunday and Thursday. 


A«rangJ*lm<l ...'^ 

Ladhiai 

KaimaRra ... 

Kakraha 

Jatauganj .., 

Monday and Saturday. 
Monday and Priday. 

1 Sunday and Thursday. 

1 Ditto. 


HaidarabacI ...n 

Haidarabad ... 

Gola 

Baipur 

Ajan 

Kotwara 

Sikandarabad 

Alipur 

Ametbi 

Dliarawan ... 

' Ditto. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Monday and Priday. 

Tuesday and Saturday. 
Wednesday and Saturday, 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

[ 

} 

Palia ... 

Palia 

TirkaoUa 

Majbra Kalan 

Ditto. 

Monday and Thursday. 

Tuesday and Priday. 

} 

! 

i 1 

Ol 

g 

Nighasaii ,..;J 

1 

Nigbasan ... 

Dulbapxir ... 

Babaganj ... 

Tilokpur 

Balipur 

Bambaupur... 

Simra 

Tirkaolia ... 
Jbandipurwa 

Tilbar 

Majbgain ... 

Tuesday and Saturday, 

Ditto. 

Tuesday and Priday. 

Ditto. 

Sunday and Wednesday, 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Sunday and Thursday, 

Monday and Priday. 

Monday and Thursday. 

Ditto. 

V 

Khairigarlx ... 

Siagabi 

Ditto. 







Nighasan-— f oonoluM ) . 


xxxiv 


Kheri District. 


MARKETS, 1904 — {concluded J. 



Tahsil. Pargana. 


Locality. 


Market days. 


Pirozabad — 

( concludedj. 


Lbaxirahra ... 


Ranjitganj (Hasuapur) 

Saimasa 

Katauli 

Barari 

Ragbiibarganj (Khnlrabi 
Sbeikhupur... 

Isanagar 
Kar singb pur 
Debipurwa ... 

Lokahi 


Kafara 
Durgapur ... 

DulM 
G-udaria 
Dbaurahra ... 
TJncbagaou ... 

Ramia Bihar 
Keshwapur ... 

Gularia (Aira estate) ... 

Matera 

Lakhan 

Phariapur ... 

Kardhaiya ... 

Gularia (Amethi estate). 


), Monday and Thursday, 
Litto, 

. Ditto. 

^ Ditto, 

a) Sunday and Wednesday. 

* Ditto. 

. Tuesday and Friday. 

. Wednesday and Saturday. 
. Tuesday and Saturday. 
Ditto. 


Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Monday and Friday. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Sunday and Wednesday. 
Ditto. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Tuesday and Thursday, 
Sunday and Thursday. 





Lakliimpur. Tahail 


pargana. Locality. pameoffairJ 


Average 

attend- 


Srinagar,. 


Ditto 
Deoria 
Barkherwa ... 
Oel 

Muhammad* 

pur. 

Lakhimpur... 

Ditto 

Ghausia 

Saida pur ... 

I Salem pur ... 
i }Cala Anh ... 

[ Koraiya Jun- 

I 

Nakha 
Ditto 
Sirkhira 
Munda 
Atkohua 
Gulariha ... 
Mahola 
I*ay»ig 
Sarwa 
TendUua 


Drs Chheda Eajab 18th and lOtli ... 
Mian. 

Dhanusjag... Aghan Sudi 1st to 6th... 
Ditto ... Dit o 
Ditto ... Aglian Sudi 6th 
Ditto ... Pus Sudi 6th 
iToghara Pir 1st Sunday of Jeth 

Dasehra ... Kuar Sudi 1st to 10th... 
Sankata Debi Asarh Puranmashi 
Drs Inayat- Sawan Sudi 
ullah Shah. 

Deokali ... Every Ama was 
Bhiryan ... Is t Sunday of Jeth Sudi, 
Ganesblila Sawan Sudi 12th to 24th 
I>itto ... Ditto 


Ditto ... 
Ditto ... 
Jalhihai* 
Ditto ... 
Dhanusjav ... 
Hatila l>ir ... 
Oobi Mahola 
Badal Shah... 
Sutehri 
Ditto *. 


Muazzamabad Chal Pir Shah 
Agra ... A^asi B.jba... 
Lilauti ... L i 1 a n a t h 
Mahadoo, 


Kuar Sudi 2ud to £)bh ... 
Bhadon Sudi 2nd to 11th 
Bhadon Sudi 12bh 
Ditto 

Aghan Sudi 1st to 6th, 
1st Sunday m Joth 
Asarh Pnraumashi 
Pus and Joth 
1st Thursday of Aghan, 
1st Thursday of Asarh.,, 
1st Thursday of Joth 
Every Amawas 
Ditto 


Bansi 
Shah pur 
I Eahimuagar 
Grant. 


Kales Haran Ditto 

Gadainath ... Ditto 

Lai Pir ... 1st Sunday of Jeth Sudi*, 


Muhamdi ... Dasehra ... Ktinr Sudi 1st to 10th.,. 

Ditto ... Ohhariyan ... Ch ait and Asarh 

Dilawarpur... Sirsa Ghat... Joth and Kartik Sudi 

T,. , loth. 

Pirozpur ... Mari Ghat...^Bvcry Amawas 
Patna ^ Debi-ka-Mola| Ditto 

Gulauli Mahahir-ka- lEvery Puranmashi 

Mela. ! 


^iMuhamdi 


Pirozjnir 

Patna 

Gulauli 


fS X , I 

^ ,A»wa Pipa- Debi Astlian, Dehi-ka-M©la{Evory Amawas 
5 ria [ 


Mirauli Maliadoo ...' Ditto 

Ghazipur ... Ditto ... Baisakh Amawas 
Datoh ... Dhanusjag... Aghan Sudi 5tl» 
Bnikhampur, Ditto Ditto 

Ditto Bhairon-ka- Jeth 
Mela, 


10,000 

200 

600 


600 

12,(X)0 

2,000 

2,000 

260 




Nighasan, Muliamdi— Talifiil, 


SXXVl 


Kheri District. 



Pargana. Locality. ."NTame of fair. 


Average 

attend- 

ance. 


Aurang- 

abad 


K h a i r j-J 

garb ^ 


Palia 


Aurangabad, 
Ditto .. 

Kalwa 
Kakraba 
Nawagaon ... 
Bahadurna- 
gar- 

Hindunagar 

Grant. 


Bamlila ... Kuar Sudi ... ... 12,000 

Rauza Saiyid Sundays and Thursdays 4,000 

Khurram. in Jetb. 

Gudar Sbab, Thursday in Agban ... 5,000 
Dbanusjag... Agban Badi 6tb ... 5,000 

Katki ... Kartik Puranmasbi ... 6,000 

Dasehra ... Jetb Sudi 10 tb ... 10,000 


Cbaiti 

Sbeoratri 

Amawas 

Ramlila 


... Agban 


, March 
, February ... 

, Every Amawas 
, Kuar Sudi ... 


Pasgawan ^ 
. Nigbasan 

Firozabad ^ 
Dbau rubra 5 


Ajan 

Do. 

Ditto 

Rosbannagar 

Gajmocban 

Nath. 

Every Amawas 

Haidarabad... 

Ganeshlila ... 

Bhadon Sudi 

Ghartbaura 

Ditto, 

Ditto 

Alipur 

Dbanusjag ... 

Agban Sudi 5th 

Raipur 

Bhairon-ka- 

Mela. 

Jetb 

Baldeota ... 

Debiji 

Last Sunday of Baisakb, 

Barwar 

Gumti Ghat 

Kartik Puranmasbi ... 

D b a k a r wa 

Sbeoji ... 

Ditto ... 


... 150,000 
... 30,000 
... 4,000 

... 10,000 
... 2,000 
... 10,000 


Nankar 

Ramlok 
Firozabad ... 


Lakbabi 

Dulbi 

Motipur 
Kalhauri .. 
Bar sola 
Kbairigarh 
Fort. 

Srinagar . 


Katki ... Ditto ... 

Malik Sbab, 1st Friday in July 

Lilanatb Every Amawas 
Mabadco. 

Ganeshlila, Bhadon Sudi 12 tb 
Dbanus ja g Agban Sudi 9 tb 

Ditto ... Agban Sudi 5th 
Ditto ... Ditto 
Barsatan ... Jetb Badi Amawas 
Qila Gbori 1st Sunday of Cbait Sudi 
Shall, 

Dasclira ... Jetb Sudi 10 tb 



Litst of Taluqdars holding land in the Kheri district, 1904. 
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* Tlie estate was decreed in July, 1906, to Tliakur Sheo Singh, brother of lUlbhaddar Singh, 
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Kheri District. 




GAZETTEER OF KHERI. 


INDEX. 


A. 


Abgaon, pp. 98, 149, 192, 194. 

Act XX of 1856, pp. 121, 129, 175, 184, 

200 . 

Adilabad, p. 61. 

Adlispur, pp. 159, 183. 

Agar Buzurg, p. 94. 

Agriculture, pp. 35—47. 

Ahbans, pp. 71, 77, 80, 81, 93—95, 99, 
122, 136, 139, 144, 146; mde also 
Raj puts. 

Abirs, pp. 69, 137, 211, 214. 
Abmadnagar, pp. 97, 141, 169, 187, 188. 
Aintba nala, p. 167. 

Ainthapur, p. 240. 

Aira, p. 128. 

Aira estate, pp. 101, 179. 

Ajan, pp, 187, 189. 

Akbar, Administration under , pp. 

138, 141. 

Aliganj, pp. 17, 23, 41, 134, 159. 
Aliganj pargana, pp. 84, 91, 93. 

All pur, p. 189. 

Allenganj, pp. 14, 17. 

Alluvial mahals, pp. 119, 172, 228, 249. 
Amargarh, p. 8. 

Ametbi, pp. 93, 160. 

Am ilia, p. 187. 

Amirnagar, pp. 160, 261. 

Amirtaganj, pp. 66, 202. 

Amirtapur, p. 171. 

Andcbuha river, pp. 220, 241. 
Annexation of Oudh, p. 150. 

Arakbs, p. 69. 

Area of the district, p. 1. 

Arya Samaj, pp. 66, 67, 211, 224, 231. 
Ataria estate, pp. 98, 240. 

Atkobna, pp, 161, 251. 

Atwa, pp. 149, 150, 163. 

Atwa Piparia pargana, pp. 96, 98, 99, 


Aurangabad, pp. 2, 68, 91, 100, 126, 121, 
132, 134, 141, 161, 164. 

Aurangabad pargana, pp. 2, 39, 80, 100, 
166. 


B. 


Bacbbils, pp. 72, 81, 100, 136, 139, 142, 
163, 216; mde also Rajputs. 
Badiagaon, p, 143. 

Bagbun, p. 213. 

Babadurnagar, pp. 58, 95, 222; mde 
also Sbabpur taluc^a. 


Babelias, p. 74. 

Babera, p. 187. 

Bais, pp. 71, 81, 92, 139, 211 ; ><oide also 
Rajputs. 

Bajra, p. 42. 

Bambanpur, pp. 174, 194. 

Banbirpur, pp. 134, 153, 167, 197. 
Bangalis, p, 78. 

Bangaon, p. 13. 

Banias, pp. 72, 81, 211. 

Ban jaras, pp. 73, 74, 77, 90,6 14, 198. 
Bankagaon, pp. 97, 243. 

Bankati, p. 18. 

Banki jhil, pp 9, 11. 

Bansi, pp. 93, 94, 100, 173. 

Baragaon, pp. 122, 129, 167, 261. 
Barauncba river, pp. 15, 17, 170, 205. 
Bardia estate, pp. 10, 13, 19, 198. 
Barhais, p 7k 
Barren area, p, 37. 

Baris, p. 70. 

Barkbar, pp. 136, 136, 141, 186. 

Barley, p. 43. 

Barwar, pp. 68, 67, 82, 131, 132, 134, 
138, 141, 151, 168. 

Barwar Anjana, pp. 95, 138, 141, 163, 
215, 222. 

Barwar pargana, pp. 91, 110. 

Barwars, p. 74. 

Basara pargana, pp. 84, 110, 140, 200, 
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Basaidib taluqa, pp. 92, 189. 

Basaigapur, p. 249. 

Basantpur, pp. 90, 171. 

Basrah, p. 140. 

Bastauli, p. 213. 

Bastia nala, p. 226. 

Bazpur, p. 238. 

Bebnas, pp. 76, 211. 

Bebjam, p. 232. 

Bel, p. 141. 

Belraian, p. 18. 

Bel wars, p. 74, 

Beriyas, pp. 73, 122. 

Bbadaura, pp. 129, 246; Singabi. 
Bbadaurias, pp. 71, 211. 

Bbadeora, pp. 232, 235. 

Bbadi jhil, pp. 9, 11. 

Bbamrela^*M, p. l67. 

Bbangis, pp. 73, 77. 

Bbanwanpur, p. 179. 

Bbarbbunjas, pp. 73, 211. 

Bbatpurwa, p. 171. 

Bbats, pp. 73, 77. 

Bbatus, pp. 74, 122, 124. 
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Bhencla, p. 91. 

Blietia, p. 62, 

Bliikhampur, p. 61. 

Bliils, p. 78, 

Bhira, pp. 18, 87, 120, 169. 

Bhira forest, pp. 10, 14 — 19, 209. 
Bhiirkunda, 249. 

Blinr pargana, pp. 9, 169. 

Bliur taliiqa, pp. 14, 87, l7l, 229. 
Bhurwara, pp. 93, 94, 98, 99, 136, 139. 
Bijaiili, p. 236. 

Bijauria, p. 88. 

Biihauli, p. 122. 

Bi j ua, pp. 88, 134, 173. 

Bijua estate, pp. 14, 88, 229. 

Bilwa, p. 201. 

Birds, p. 24. 

Birsiughpur, pp. 174, 183. 

Birth-rate, p. 31. 

Bisens, pj). 86, 137, 139, 140, 146, 202 ; 

vide also Raj puts. 

Blindness, p. 33. 

Boundaries of the district, p. 1. 
Brahmans, pp. 67, 69, 81, 125, 224. 
Bricks, p. 22. 

Bridges, pp. 3, 4, 5, 60, 61, 130. 
Buiddhists, pp.66, 67, 184, 

Building materials, p. 22. 

Bungalows, pp. 18, 60, 61, 


c. 

Carts, p. 28. 

Castes, pp. 68, 78, 80. 

Castor-oil, p. 44. 

Catechu, pp. 12, 16, 56. 

Cattle, pp. 25—27. 

Cattle disease, pp. 28, 35, 129. 
Cattle-pounds, p. 134. 

Census of 1869, 1881 and 1891, p. 63 ; 

of 1901, p. 64. 

Cesses, p. 119. 

Chamars, pp. 68, 133, 224. 

Chancbin Chauki, pp. 7, 13, 18, 68,^ 60, 197. 
Chandels, p, 72 5 vide also Rajputs. 
Changa nala, p. 18. 

Ghaparthala, pp. 60, 164, 223. 

Chaphandi, p. 249. 

Chauhans, pp. 71, 77, 81, 82 — 88, 149, 
202, 211, 224; vide also Rajputs. 
Chauka river, pp. 3, 5, 66, 62, 176, 181, 
237, 249. 

Ghaukidars, pp. 119, 121, 

Chaurathia, pp. 93, 94, 99. 

Chawa nata, p. 11. 

Chhipis, p. 76. 

Cholera, pp. 31, 238. 

Christianity, pp. 66, 67, 211, 224, 231. 
Chuha river, pp. 4, 200, 241, 

Churela jhil, p. 11. 

Civil Courts, pp. 109, 210, 223, 230. 
Climate, p. 28. 

Commerce, p. 66. 

Communications, pp, 6S— 62, 210,223. 

oorfc ^ ^ ft 


Condition of the people, p. 106. 

Cotton, p. 43. 

Cotton- printing, p. 66. 

Cotton-weaving, pp. 56, 212. 

Crime, pp. 121 — ^123. 

Criminal Courts, i^p. 109, 210, 223, 230. 
Crops, pp. 40, 41, 43. 

Cultivation, p. 39. 

Cultivated area, pp. 36, 36. 

Cultivators, pp. 35, 68, 69, 79, 104. 
Culturable waste, p. 36. 

D. 

Dahgars, p. 76. 

Daliawar river, pp. 1, 2, 3, 6, 176, 181. 
Daranagar, pp. 93, 194. 

Dariabad, p. 194. 

Darzis, pp. 77, 211. 

Daulatpur, pp. 88, 174, 22S. 

Deaf -mutism, p. 33. 

Death-rate, p. 31. 

Density of population, pp. 63, 64. 
Dcokali, p. 186. 

Dhaka, p. 96. 

Dhakarwa RTankar, p. 58. 

Dhakwa,.pp. 83, 129, 232. 

Dhanuks, pp. 73, 78. 

Dharhis, p. 74, 

Dhaurahra, pp. 2, 63, 65, 86, 121, 126, 
129, 133, 147, 174. 

Dhaurahra estate, pp. 8, 86, 90, 98, 152, 
175, 179. 

Dhaui*ahx’a pargana, pp. 21, 39, 86, 149, 
176. 

Dhobis, pp. 73, 77, 211. 

Dhunas, p. 77. 

Dhusru, p. 201. 

Dialects, p. 78. 

Dilawarpur, p. 222. 

Diseases, pp. 31 — 33. 

Dispensaries, pp. 130, 133. 

Distilleries, pp. 123, 124. 

District Board, p. 129, 
Douhle-ci*opi3ing, p. 41. 

Dubcla, p. 251. 

Dudhwa, pp. 2, 13, 18, 58, 60, 197. 
Dulamau, p. 62. 

Diilhi, pp. 178, 179. 


E. 


Education, pp. 130 — ^133. 
Elevations, p. 2. 

Emigration, p. 64. 

Epidemics, pp. 31 — 33. 

Excise, pp* 123 — ^126. 

Exports, pp. 12, 16, 17, 20, 27, 57, 


F* 


Fairs, pp. 68, 128. 
Fallow land, p. 37. 
Famines, pp, 47 — 50. 
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Paqirapiir, p 241, 

Faqirs, pp. 73, 77, 224. 

Fauna, p. 23. 

Ferries, pp. 62, 210, 230- 
Fever, pp. 29, 31, 238 
Fire protection, p 18 1 mde Forests. 
Firozabad, pp. 69, 140, 180, 

Firozabad pargana, pp. 39, 140, 180. 
Fiscal history, pp 110 — 119. 

Fish, p. 24. 

Floods, pp. 3, 5, 6, 8, 12, 33, ISl, 192. 
Forest roads, p. 61. 

Forests, pp. 9-— 21. 

G. 

Gadariyas, pp. 73, 211, 231. 

Gaddis, pp. 77, 193, 211, 224. 

Galiarwars, px>. 81, 243 j mde also Raj- 
puts. 

Galliots, p. 72 ; wiZe also Rajjiuts. 

Galira nala, p. 216. 

Gandhra river, 7. 

Garden crojis, pp 40, 43. 

Gxurigliat, p. 12. 

Gaurs, pp 72, 77, 81, 83, 93, 144, 222, 
224 1 mde also Rajputs. 

Gau tarns, pp. 72, 77, 81, 224 5 •oide also 
Raj puts. 

Geology, p. 22. 

Ghaffarnagar, p. 213. 

Ghagi nala, pp. 5, 212, 226. 

Glngra river, pp 5, 7. 

Gharuks, j). 70. 

Ghazi|)ur, p, 58 
Ghosis, p. 77. 

Ghughalpur, p. 234. 

Ghursi, p. 93, 

Goats, p. 27. 

Goitre, pp, 33, 177. 

GoU, pp. 4, 17, 18, 22, 30, 57, 58, 59, 68, 
120, 126, 129, 131, 133, 184. 

Gola estate, pj). 93, 94. 

Gopalpur, p. 183. 

Gorchhas, p. 75. 

Goshains, pp. 81, 184, 185. 

Gram, p, 43. 

Grants, pp. 10, 21, 98, 118. 
Grazing-gi’ounds, pp. 19, 26, 231, 238. 
Groves, pj). 21, 190. 

Gujars, p. 74. 

Gulariba grant, pp. 98, 179. 

Gulra, p. 13. 

Gulrai, pp. 91, 243. 

Gulraha, p. 165. 

Gumchini, pp. 8, 201, 

Gumti river, pp. 2, 3. 

Gurkhas, p. 74. 

H. 

Haburas, pp, 74, 122. 

Haidarabad, pp. 42, 186, 188. 
Haidarahad pargana, pp. 2, 39, 93, 187. 
Halwais, p. 77, 


Haraia, 35. 171. 

Hardhua river, p. 160. 

Harinagar, pp. 91, 134, 215. 

Harjalas, p. 75. 

Harvests, p. 40, 

Health, pj). 31 — 33. 

Hemp drugs, p. 125. 

Hindus, pp. 66, 67 — ^75. 

Hirapur, p. 17. 

Horses, p. 28. 

Hospitals, j)]). 130, 133. 

I. 

Immigration, j). 64. 

Imports, 33. 57. 

Income-tax, p. 126. 

Industries, p. 56. 

Infanticide, pj>. 66, 122. 

Infirmities, p. 33. 

Insanity, p. 33, 

Interest, 3>. 65. . 

Irrigation, pp. 44 — 47. 

Isanagar, pp. 78, 120, 190. 

Isanagar taluqa, pp. 86, 87, 179, 183. 

J. 

Jabday7ii7, p. 9. 

Jagdeopur, pp. 88, 122, 

Jagsarh, p. 250. 

Jail, p. 123. 

Jams, pp. 66, 67, 211, 224, 231. 

Jalalpur (Hardoi) talaqa, pp. 97, 179* 
Jalalpur (Kheri) taluqa, px>. 93, 94. 
Jamethia, p. 99 

Jamwari river, pp, 5, 191, 200, 234. 
Jangres, pp. 71, 81, 85, 137, 149, 179 j 
vide also Raj puts. 

Janwaxs, pp. 71, 77, 81, 83, 137, 140 5 
vide also Rajj^uts. 

Jats, p, 74. 

Jauraha nala^ pp. 11, 195, 197. 
Jhandipurwa, p. 128. 

Jhandipurwa taluqa, p. 88. 

Jharela jMl, p. 9. 

Jhils, pp. 8, 11, 12. 

Juar, p. 42. 

Julahas, pp. 56, 76, 224. 

Jumaita, p. 5, 

Junai nala^ pp. 170, 249. 

Jungle grants, pp. 10 , 21, 98, 118, 204, 
205, 216. 

Jungles, pp. 2, 4, 9, 22. 

K. 

Kachauna, i)p. 151, 152. 

Kachhis, pp. 43, 70, 224. 

Kachhwahas, p. 72 ; vide also Raj puts. 
Kafara, pp. 91, 134, 178, 190. 

Kiihars. pp. 25, 70, 211, 224, 231. 
Kaimahra, pp. 83, 191. 

Kaimahra taluqa, pp. 82, 85, 191. 
Kakraha, pp. 12, 13. 
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Kakraula, p. 197. 

Kalbaria, p. 90. 

Kalwa, pp, 25, 78, 128, 132, 134 
Kalwai's, pp. 73, 124. 

Kamalpur, p. 213 

Kamp, pp. 86, 136, 142, 173, 198. 

Kandhai nala^ p. 249. 

Kandliwa nala, pp. 6, 170, 249. 

Kauliman taluqa, pp. 92, 194. 

Kan j aria, pp. 7, H, 239. 

Kaniaria forest, p. 13. 

Kanjars, p. 74. 

Kankar, p. 22. 

Kapnrtliala estate, pp. 81, 82, 175. 
Kapurthala pargana, pp. 83, 93, 110, 
211, 234. 

Kardhaiya, pp. l74, 179, 227, 230. 

Kareri river, p. 165. 

Karsari y7^«Z, p. 180. 

Kasta, pp. 191, 194, 

Kasta estate, pp. 97, 98. 

Kasta pargana, pp. 2, 39, 192. 

Kataia, pp. 15, 17, 18. 

. Katauli, pp. 180, 183, 230. 

Kateliriyas, pp. 71, 77, 136, 137, 211, 
224, 231, 237, 239^; vide also Raji^ts. 
Kacesar talnqa, pp. 93, 179. 

Kathna river, pp. 1, 4, 9, 14, 187 , 

Katni river, p. 7. 

Katra, 60. 

Kanria, p. 23. ^ 

Kauriala river, pp. Ij 3, 7, 56, 62, 1/6, 
181. 

Kayastbs, 67, 72, 81, 92, 104, 124, 133. 
Kesbopur, p 201. 

Kewani river, pp. 5, 200. 

Kbagia, p. 75. 

Kbairigarb, pp. 18, 135,137, 139, 14/, 

194. 

Kbairigarb forests, pp. 10 — 13, 196, 
238. 

Eliairigarb pargana, pp. 7, 9, 139, 147, 

195. 


Kbairigarb taluqa, pp, 81, 89, 99, 151, 
179, 197. 

Kbajua, p, 9. 

Kbajurgaon taluqa, pp. 81, 92. 
Kbamaria, pp. 4, 15, 18, 62, 192. 
Kbangars, p. 74. 

Kbanipur Raipur, pp. 93, 179. 
Kbanzadas, pp. 81, 97. 

Kbareta, pp. 17, 205. 

Kbarif crops, pp. 40, 41. 

Kbarobia, pp. 92, 199. 

Kbattris, pp. 72, 73, 81, 93. 

Kberi, pp. 56, 59, 69, 63, 64, 65, 78, 
129, 131, 135, 199. 

Kberi pargana, pp. 2, 21 , 36, 66, 84, 139, 
200 . 


Kbogi, p. 88. 

Kidwar nala, pp. 15, 17, 
Kingarias, p. 78. 

Kirars, p. 75, 

Kiratpur, p, 18, 


Kisans, pp. 69, 224. 

Kisbanpur, pp. 16, 18, 

Kodon, pp. 41, 42. 

Kondbi, p. 191. 

Kondri, p. 96. 

Koris, pp. 73, 211, 231. 

Kotwara, pp. 128, 137. 

Kotwara taluqa, pp. 93, 94, 189. 
Kukargadba nala, p. 15. 

Kukra, pp. 17, 59, 100, 203, 207. 

Kukra estate, pp. 93, 94, 98. 

Kukra Mailani pargana, pp, 2, 0, 39, 
104, 149, 204. 

Kumbbi, p. 213. 

Kumbars, p, 73. 

Kunawat tract, pp. 38, 195. 

Kundalpur, p. 135. 

Kundanpur, p. 198. 

Kunjras, p. 77. 

Kurmis, pp. 39, 44, 68, 81, 91, 104, 148, 
178, 189, 193, 202. 

Kusinauri, p. 160. 

Kusumbha, pp. 12, 13. 

Kutwa, p. 234. 

L. 

Lakes, p, 8 ; vide Jhils, 

Lakbanwara, i>p. 90, 97, 98. 

Lakbhnpur, pp. 2, 30, 67, 68, 63, 65, 67, 
110, 120, 123, 128, 131, 133, 155, 207. 
Lakbimxnir tabsil, pp. 36, 80, 209. 
Landowners, p. 80 j vide also Taluqdars. 
Lind tenures, p. 80. 

Language, p. 78. 

Leprosy, p. 33. 

Levels, p. 2. 

Lib seed, p. 44. 

Literacy, p. 132. 

Literatuio, p. 78. 

Lodbauri, p. 212. 

Lodbs, pp. 69, 81, 169, 224, 231. 

Lohars, pp. 73, 77, 

Lobti, p. 11. 

Ludaxda p 11. 

Luniyas, pp. 73, 211, 231. 

M- 

Magda pur, pp. 212, 214. 

Magdapur estate, pp. 97, 213. 

Magda pur pargana, pp. 97, 213. 
Magistrates, p. 109. 

Magrabna estate, pp. 101, 222. 
Mabadewa, i>. 12. 

Mabewa, p, 6. 

Mabowa taluqa, pp. 82, 84, 173, 179. 
Mahinudabad, p. 201. 

Mabmudabad taluqa, pp. 97, 194, 
Maholi, p. 13. 

Maikalganj, pp. 33, 144, 215, 

Mailani, pp. 2, .17, 18, 69, 95, 133, 144, 
216. 

Mailani foi'est, p. 14. 

Maize, p, 42, 
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Majhgain, pp. 53, 88, 134, 216, 

Majhra, pp. 26, 91, 169, 238, 

Maknaha, p. 12. 

Mallahs, p. 25. 

Mallanpur taluqa, pp, 88, 183. 

Malhia p. 246. 

Malis, p. 70. 

Mamri, pp. 61, 163, 189. 

Mamri estate, pp. 98, 99, 163. 

Mandhria, p. 12. 

Maniliars, p. 77, 

Manjhauli, p. 146. 

Man j lira, p. 198. 

Manufactures, p, 56. 

Maqsudpur p. 4. 

Marauncha, pp. 6, 60, 90. 

Marlia, pp. 17, 18. 

Marhaya ncbla, i>p. 169, 170, 173. 
Markets, p. 57. 

Masur, p. 43. 

Maswasi taluqa, p, 91. 

Matera, pp. 23, 82, 98, 174, 178, 217. 
Matliiari, p. 153. 

Medical aspects, pp, 31 — 33, 

Melons, p. 40. 

Metal-work, p. 56. 

Mewatis, p. 77. 

Migration, p. 64. 

Minerals, p. 22, 

Miranpur, p. 241. 

Mirzapur, p 171. 

Mii’zapur estate, px>, 94, 173. 

Missions, p. 67. 

Mitauli, pp. 23, 120, 137, 151, 155, 217. 
Mitauli estate, pp. 82, 91, 97, 98, 144. 
Mokan river, pj). 1, 2, 7, 195. 

Moth, p. 42. 

Motipur, p. 197. 

Mughals, pp. 77, 81. 

Muhammadabad, pp. 8, 141, 189. 
Muhamdi, pp. 30, 58, 59, 61, 63, 65, 109, 
120, 123, 128, 131, 132, 133, 142, 150, 
151, 154, 218. 

Muhamdi estate, pp. 95, 142, 148, 207. 
Muhamdi pargana, pp. 2, 39, 220. 
Muhamdi tahsil, pp. 36, 76, 80, 223, 
Muhammadpur estate, pp. 97, 179. 
Muizuddinpur taluqa, pp. 93, 194. 
Mukaddarpur, pp. 171, 241. 

Mujhela jhil, pp. 9, 11. 

Munda, x>p- 58, 128, 225. 

Munda Muafi, p. 213. 

Munda Nizam, p. 164. 

Mung, p. 42. 

Municipalities, pp. 128, 175, 209. 
Munsifs, p. 109. 

Muraos, pp. 43, 70, 104, 133, 211. 
Musalinans, i)p. 66, 75-— 78, 70, 137. 
Mushki, p. 171. 

Mutiny, The in Kheri, pp. 150 — 

155. 

N. 

Nagli, p. 238. 

NagrayM*2, p. 11. 


Nagra waZo;, p. 11. 

Nais, pp. 73, 77. 

Nakara, pp. 25, 100, 167. 

Naripur, p. 146, 

Narsinghpur, pp. 97, 207. 

Nats, pp. 73, 122, 168. 

Nav gation, pp. 8, 50, 56, 61. 

Nawapur, p. 146, 

Nazul, pp. 130, 212. 

Neora tialcb, p, 11. 

Nepal boundary, pp. 1, 7. 

Nepal trade, pj). 67, 68. 

Newalkliar, pp. 90, 199. 

Newspaj^ers, p. 78. 

I Nighasan, pp. 30, 88, 120, 126, 225. 
Nighasan pargana, pp. 3, 9, 226. 
Nighasan tahsil, pp. 8, 36, 44, 80, 229. 
Nikumbhs, pp. 72, 81, 224, 243 j vide 
also Eaj puts. 

Nimgaon, pp. 120, 232. 

Niranjanpur, p. 238. 

Niyarias, p. 75. 

Notified areas, pp. 121, 129, 220. 
Nuniya, j). 13. 

o. 

Occupations, p. 79. 

Oel, pp. 2, 42, 56, 59, 63, 83, 129, 134, 
232. 

Oel taluqa, pp. 82, 83, 173. 

Opium, pp. 44, 125. 

Oudh Nawabs, Administration under 

, pp. 146—150. 

Outs tills, PI). 123, 124. 

P. 

Pachperi, jjp. 62, 172, 225. 

Padaria, pi>. 160, 212, 

Padliua, pp. 228, 236. 

Paila, i>p. 42, 91, 233, 

Paila pargana, pp. 2, 36, 39, 68, 139, 
234. 

Paila taluqa, pi>. 91, 189, 233, 236. 
Paisar, p. 145. 

Palhanpur, pp. 17, 18. 

Palia, pp. 18, 120, 126, 133, 147, 237. 
Palia jmrgana, pp. 1, 9, 21, 36, 137, 147, 
237. 

Pan, p. 70. 

Panahpur, p. 132, 

Pankhias, p. 75. 

Panwars, pp. 71, 81; mde also Rajputs, 
Parasrampur, p. 238, 

Parebar, pp. 2, 26, 39, 165, 213. 
Parganas, p 110, 

Parsia, p. 249. 

Partabgarh taluqa, pp. 81, 91, 186, 
Pasgawan, pp. 67, 120, 126, 128, 155, 
240. 

Pasgawan pargana, pp. 2, 39, 80, 240. 
Pasis, pp. 68, 121, 124, 136, 137, 178, 
224. 

Patohri jhil, pp. 9, 167. 
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Pathans, pp. 76, 81, 164, 224* 

Paturiyas, p. 73. 

Patwara, p. 240. 

Peas, p. 43. 

Phardahan, pp. 59, 191, 202, 235. 
Pharsaia, p. 13, 

Pliulbiliar, pp. 120, 243. 

Pi pal, p. 17. 

PI paria, i)p. 1^3, 243. 

Pi pra, pp. 95, 236. 

Plague, p. 33. 

Police force, p. 121. 

Police-stations, pp, 120, 210. 

Ponies, p. 28. 

Population, pp. 63, 64, 211, 224, 231. 
Post-office, pp, 127, 128, 

Pottery, p. 56. 

Precarious tracts, pp. 2, 3, 38, 177, 196, 
205, 238, 241 
Prices, pp. 50, 51, 

Printing presses, p. 78, 
proprietary tenures, p. 80. 

Purai river, pp. 4, 192. 

Q. 

Qassabs, p. 77. 

Qila Partabgarli taluqa; tide Par tab- 
garb. 

R. 

Rabi crops, pp. 40, 43. 

Kadbas, p. 75. 

Ragbubansis, p, 72; ^ide also Rajputs. 
Raikwars, pp. 71, 81, 88, 152, 183 ; 

also Rajputs. 

Railways, p. 59, 

Raini estate, pp. 101, 179. 

Rainfall, p. 29. 

Raipur taluqa, pp, 93, 95, 189. 

Rajputs, pp. 70—72, 76, 81, 104, 122, 
136, 211, 224, 231. 

Rakbeti, pp. 228, 244. 

Ramia Bibar, pp. 9, 177, 178, 244. 
Bamlok, p. 58. 

Bam pur, p. 4. 

Earn pur Ookul, pp. 94, 236. 

Ram pur Ebokar, p, 241. 

Ramnagar, pp. 7, 88. 

Rangrez, p. 77. 

Ranjilinagar, p. 236. 

Ranwas, pp. 11, 12. 

Rape-see^ p. 44. 

Rasul pur, p. 155, 

Rasnlpanab estate, p. 173. 

Ratliors, pp. 7l, 211, 224, 231 ; tide also 
Raj puts, 

Raulla, p, 250. 

Registration, p. 1^. 

Religions, pp. 66, 67. 

Rents, pp, 101—106. 

Reserved for^ts ; m/de Forests. 

.Rerome, pp. 118, 140 \ tide Settlements, 


Rice, p]). 41, 196. 

Roads, pp. 59, 60, 61. 

Rokia^'M, p. 9. 

Rosbannigar, pp. 58, 95, 207. 

S. 

Sabibganj, pp. 74, 122, 163. 

Saidwara, p. 243 . 

Saiqalgars, p. 75. 

Saiyids, pp. 77, 80, 81, 93, 95, 97, 141. 
Sakhebu, pp. 91, 134, 251, 
Sabibatnagar, p. 17. 

Salcbabad, p. 234. 

Salem pur, p. 58. 

Salukapur, p. 18. 

Sanitation Act, p. 129. 

Sausarpur, pp. 134, 204, 206, 245. 
Sansialis, pp. 74, 122, 163. 

Sarai Ramuapur, j>. 160. 

Sara wan Baragaon taluqa, pp. 92, 179. 
Sirayan river, pp. 4, 187, 192, 200. 
Sarda forests, ]>. 10. 

Sarda river; tide Cliauka. 

Saiju river; tide Subeli. 

Sai'karpur, p. 17. 

Sarsawa estate, pp. 92, 179. 

Satbiana, pp. 12, 13, 18. 

Saunkbia Sansarpur, p. 94, 

Schools, p. 131. 

Settlements, pp. 110—119. 

Sex, p. 65. 

Shall pur, p. 185. 

Sbabpux- taluqa, pp. 95, 189. 
Sbankarpur, pp. 222, 236. 

Sheep, p. 27. 

Sheikhs, pp. 77, 211. 

Sbeikbupur, p. 134. 

Sbias, p. 75. 

Shitabagbat, pp. 7, 62. 

Siatbtu, pp. 93, 94, 141. 

Sikandai^abad, pp. 8, 128, 188, 245. 
Sikandarabad pargana, j>p. 93, 95, 110, 
187. 

Sikhs, pp. 66, 67, 80, 101, 179, 211, 224, 
231. 

Sinira, p, 53. 

Siinrai, p. 234. 

S imri, pp. 8, 178, 246, 

Singabi, pp. 9, 64, 65, 91, 120, 128, 129, 
133, 197, 246. 

Singba, pp. 17, 197, 247. 

Sirba, p. ^1. 

Sir si, pp. 172, 197. 

Sisaiya, pp. 174, 178, 183, 247, 

Sitlapur, p. 249. 

Small- pox, p,, 32. 

Sobela, p. 60. 

Soils, pp. 2, 37. 

Sombansis, pp, 71, 77, 81, 91, 95, 143, 
211 ; tide also Raj puts. 

Sonaripur, pp. 18, 58, 60, 197. 

Sonars, p, 73. 

Srinagar, pp, 6, 248, 
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Srinagar pargana^ pp. 6^ 39, 83, 248. 
Stamps, p. 126. 

Subdivisions, p. 110. 

Subsettlements, p. 115. 

Sugarcane, pj). 42, 66, 187, 101. 

Subeli river, pp. 6, 7, 9, 62, 195, 226 ; silso 
called Sarj u. 

Sujauli, p. 62. 

Sukheta river, pp. 3, 23. 

Suklini river, pp. 6, 174, 177, 181. 
Sumerpur, p. 13. 

Sunnis, p. 75. 

Surajbansis, pp. 72, 73, 81, 146 ; vide 
also Rajputs. 

Sutia river, p^D. 1, 16, 17, 237. 

T. 

Tabsils, p. 110. 

Taluqdars, pp. 80, 81— 09, 110, 148. 
Tambolis, p.- 70. 

Tank irrigation, pp. 45, 46, 47. 

Tari, p. 125. 

Tea cultivation, p. 43. 

Tedia, p. 12. 

Tells, pp. 73, 77, 211. 

Tenants, pp. 102, 104. 

Tenures, p, 80. 

Tbarns, pp. 19, 67, 74, 197. 

Tikaria nala, p. 216. 

Tilokpur, p. 229. 

Timber ; vide Trees. 

Tirkaulia, pp. 9, 237. 

Tobacco, p. 44. 

Toniars, pp. 72, '81, 140, 211 ; vide also 
Rajputs. 

Topography of the district, pp. 2 — 9. 


Towns, pp. 63, 64, 65. 

Trade, p. 56. 

Trees, pp. 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 19, 20, 2t. 
Turmeric, p. 43. 

. u. 

Udaipur, p. 194. 

U1 river, pp, 1, 6, 9, 15, 200, 204, 248. 
Under- jiroprio tors, p. 115. 

Urd, p. 42. 

V. 

Vaccination, p, 32. 

Villages, pp. 63, 64, 65. 

Vital statistics, p. 31. 

w. 

Wages, pp. 52, 67, 

Waste land, p. 37. 

Waterways j vide Navigation. 
Wazirnagar, p. 14. 

Weaving, p. 66. 

Weights and moasuros, pp. 63, 54, 
Wells, pp, 45, 46. 

Wesley pur, p. 67. 

Wheat, p. 43. 

Wild animals, p. 23. 

z. 

Zaid harvest, p. 40. 

Zamindars, pp. 80, 99, 100, 




